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PREFATOET NOTE 

The two sabjects of greatest importanoe which oocn- 
pied the attention of Congress in the year 1778 were 
finance and foreign affairs. The increasing difdcnlty of 
paying the expenses of the war with issues of paper cur- 
rency. Continental and State, obliged Congress to look to 
other sources of revenue. The lottery had not been a 
success, and the receipts at the loan offices were insuffi- 
cient to meet the growing demands for ready money — 
demands nuuie inordinately lai^e in appearance by the 
depreciation of the bills of credit. The Treasury was 
reorganized, requisitions made upon the States, taxation 
urged, and foreign loans sought. 

The treaties with France opened a new prospect ; for 
they gave the States a standing in international affairs, 
and suggested more certain methods of obtaining money, 
ammunition, and joint expeditions with France against 
the common enemy. The want of accord among the 
Americui commissioners in Europe produced unfortu- 
nate results in France and in Congress. Silas Deane was 
recalled, under charges of misapplying the aids received 
from France, and the spirit of faction was aroused in 
Congress by the attempt of the Lees to discredit and 
secure the punishment of this first American representa- 
tive to a foreign court. What was done was not uncon- 
nected with the "cabal" against Washington, a plot 
which came to an end with the proposed expedition into 
Cuiada, to be commanded by Lafayette. The resigna- 
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tion of Henry Lanrens as President was also caused by 
these differences among the American commissioners at 
Paris. 

The year was marked by no little discontent expressed 
by Congress on the military events. Major Generals 
Charles Lee, Arthur St. Clair, and Philip Schuyler were 
tried by court-martial, and Lee suffered in reputation 
beyond any hope of recovery. Against these seeming 
troubles may be set the reoi^;anizatlon of the Army, car- 
ried through by committees of Congress In conferences 
with Washington and his generals. Various depart- 
ments were examined into, abuses corrected, and new 
systems of purchasing and accounting for supplies intro- 
duced. The creation of the ofQce of Inspector General 
marked a decided advance in army discipline. The many 
reports presented by the Boards of War and Treasury 
will indicate some of the improvements introduced into 
the two services. Congress was slowly moving toward 
executive boards not composed of Members of Congress, 
and better fitted to perform the important functions 
essential to maintaining the Army and conducting the 

WM*. 

The incidents of Thomas Bnrke's conduct in refusing 
to obey a call of the House and Timothy Pickering's 
letter from the Board of War are not without their 
humorous aspects, while proving the sensitiveness of the 
House on its dignity. 

WoETmNOTOK Chauwoet Ford 
Chief of Division of Mtmuacripts 

Editor 
Herbert Putstau 

Librarian of Congress 
Deoehbeb — , 1907 
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JOURNALS OF THE 

CONTINENTAL CONGRESS 

1778 

THURSDAY, JANUARY i, 1778 

A memorial from the Chevalier de Yillefranche was 
read, setting forth, that though he received a gratification 
and money for his return to France, yet, upon reeonsid- 
eration, he would rather stay in this eotmtry, if he could 
be employed in the corps of engineers, under Brigadier 
Dn Portail, in which case he would return the money and 
bill of exchange granted him ; Whereupon, 

Besolvedy That the Chevalier de Yillefranche be ap- 
pointed a majorof the corps of engineers, under the com- 
mand of Brigadier General Du Portail. 

An extract of a letter from Major General de £alb, and 
a memorial from Lewis Casimir, Baron de HoltzendorfE, 
were read:' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
War. 

The Marine Committee, to whom the letter of t^e Hon. 
Thomas Cushing, Esq. of the 6th of December last, with 
the inclosed bill of exchange, were referred, report. That, 
in their opinion, the said bill ought to be paid by a war- 

1 The memorial ol Holtwiulcffft is in the Bipen of (he OontmaOal Oongrtu, No. 41, 
IV, (olio 27. 
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rant on the treastuy in favour of the persons in whose 
behalf the said bill was drawn : 

Resolved, That Congress concur with the committee. 

Ordered^ That the said report, with the bill and letter, 
be referred to t^e Board of Treasury. 

Resolved^ That General Washington be directed to order 
the commanding officera of the continental regiments, 
now in camp, to make exact returns of the soldiers in their 
respective regiments to the pay masters thereof, to pre- 
vent any imposition in the payment of the one month's 
pay extraordinary, which Congress, in their resolve of 
the 30th of December last, have ordered to be given to the 
brave officers and soldiers of the continental army, on 
acconnt of their soldierly patience, Melil^, and zeal, in 
hutting, &c. as expressed in the said resolve. 

A memorial to Congress and the supreme executive 
council of Fensylvania, from Israel Pemberton and 
others; also, a letter from Owen Jones, Jun. to James 
Buane, Esq. were read:^ 

After some debate. 

Resolved, That the consideration thereof be postponed. 

Adjourned to 3 o'Clock P. M. 

Thbee o'Clooe 

The Committee on t^e Treasury brought in a report; 
whereupon, Congress came to the following resolution : 

Whereas Dennis John du Bonohet, who, for his merit 
and spirited conduct in the late northern army, upon the 
special recommendation of Major General Gates, com- 
mander in chief of the northern department, was created 
a major in the service of the United States of America, 

'This memorial, dated Wincherter, Deoember 19, 1777, b in tbe Fapen oj the Oo»- 
tmental Gmffrm, No. 41, VIU, folio 42. 
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hath since signifidd to CJongreaB his deeire of retoniiiig 
to France, as his state of health will not pennit him to 
engage in actual service; therefore, 

Sesokfed, That he be pennitted to qnit the service, and 
to return to France whenever he may have an opporta- 
tdty; and, in consideration of his merit, that the som of 
one hundred dollars be presented to him to defray his 
expences to the port of embarkation, and a bill of ex- 
change for 900 livres tonmois, on the commissioners of 
the United States at the oonrt of France, to defray the 
expences of his passage and travelling charges to Paris, 
utd in fall of all demands for his services and pay.' 

Colonel Samnel Washington having, on account of his 
ill state of health, declined the office of commissioner to 
the westward. Congress proceeded to the election of 
another in his stead ; and, the ballots being taken, John 
Walker, Esq' was elected. 

A letter, of the 8, and one, of the 13 December, from Dr. 
B. Rash to Mr. [William] Dner, were laid before Con- 
^■688, and read:' 

Ordered, That the said letters, and also the letter of 
the 25 December, from Qovemor Livingston, be referred 
to a committee of five : the members chosen, Mr. [John] 
Witherspoon, Mr. [John] Harvie, Mr. [Francis] Lewis, 
Mr. [Francis] Dana, and Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett. 

Besolvedf That the said committee be fnlly authorized 
to take every measure, which they shall deem necessary, 
for the immediate relief of the sick, and report saoh 
alterations in the medical department, as they shall deem 
best adapted to answer the end of its institution. 

The dei^ates from Massachusetts Bay laid before Con- 

*ThiB r^iort U in the Popen of Ote Qm^menlal Oongrat, No. 138, 1, folio S29. 

* These lettera are in the Aqier«q^(Ae QmlJRcnIaJ Qmgrat,lSa. 78, TtTTf , folioalTS 
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gress the credentials of their appointment, which were 
read as follows : 

State of MAaaAOH u s Br ra-BAT: 
Ommoil Chamier, Boston, Decemher ^ 7777. 

The General Aasemblj having, this day, come to the Choice of Seven 
Gentlemen to represent this State in the Honorable Continental Con- 
gress, by joint Ballot of both Houses, to serve for the enaning Year, 
it appeuvd, after coanting and sorting the Votes, the following Gen- 
tlemen were chosen, viz. Hon. John Hancock, Samael Adams, John 
Adams, Robert T. Paine, Elbridge GJerry, Francis Dana, and Jamee 
Lovell, Esqrs. 

Attest, John ATnar, Deputy Searetary.^ 

A letter, of the 26 December, from General Washington, 
was read. 

A letter, of the 26 December, from Thomas Wharton, 
Junf Esq', president of the council of Pensylvania, to the 
delegates of that State in Congress, was read:" 

Ord&redy That it be referred to the Board of War, and 
the members added thereto, for a particular purpose, on 
the 29 December last. 

llThe several matters to thw day referred, being poet- 
poned,l| 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 



The Committee on ti» Cloathing Department beg Leave foiilier to 

report: 

Whereas by a Kesolution of Congress of the 26th Novr, 1777, Officers 
and Soldiers in the Batallions of the Army of the United States were 
enabled to draw Cloathing from the continental and State Stores at 
prices bearing a just proportion to their pay, and neither the Quantities 
of Cloathing to be so drawn, nor prices thereof, have been ascertained, 

* Ilie origlaal is in the Ftipen of (he QmlMuntal Cbnyren, WwiwIiiiimHii. Creden- 
tials of Delegates. 

■ The draft of the Waahmgton lettsr ia in the WaMnglon Papen, A, IH, folio 161; 
the letter of WhRiton ia in the P(^>er$ of tiie Oontmmtal Qmgrai, No. 69, 1, folio 463. 
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SeacHtted, That every T^imentol commiasioDed officer in the Army 
of the United States shall during the War be entitled to draw annually 
the following Artiotea of Cloathing, paying for the same on Delivery 
at the Bate of two thirds of a Dollar for one Shilling sterling Cost 
thereof, in £nrope, estimating American Manufactures at the prime 
Coat of European Articles of the same Species and Qualities. 

a Suit of plun Regimentals i 

Six fine linen Shirte > or Materials for making the aaiDO. 

Six cambrick or muslin Stocks ) 

a fine castor Hatt 

six pair thread or fine worsted Hose 

four pair Shoes 

1 pair Boots 

1 Blanket 
That each non commissioned officer and private be allowed to draw 
the following Articles of extra Cloathing, paying for the same at the 
Bate aforesaid, 

two hunting Frocks i . „ 

one Woolen Waistcoat with Sleeves ) 

two Shirts 

two pair strong linnen Overalls 

four pair Shoes, excepting non commissioned officers and privates 
of the Cavalry who may draw two pur only. 
lliat each State supply by it's Agent, the Cloathing so allowed, to 
Officers and Soldiers raised or to be raised by such State, as its quota: 
charging the United States for the Articles, so supplyed, at such an 
advance on the sterling Cost as Congress shall hereafter allow to the 
States in general, and crediting the Amount of what the Officers and 
Soldiers are to pay for such Cloathing. And it is recommended to each 
State to require its Agent to take Certificates from the Officers and 
Soldiers who may receive such Cloathing, specifying the particular 
quantities so received, and the Amount thereof, which Certificates 
shall be produced by the State as Youchers on Settiement. 

That each commissioned Officer in the Army of the United States, 
declaring on Oath to the paymaster or any Deputy paymaster General, 
who are respectively autiiorized to administer the same, "that he has 
served in tiie Army daring the last Campaign, and not been supplied 
by any continental or state Agent, or Officer, with the whole (or any 
I^rt) of the Articles which he is allowed to draw, agreeable to the 
preceeding Besolves", shall on presenting an aoconnt receive from 



,y Google 



12 Journals of Congress 

8och paymaster or Deputy paymaster Oeoeral for tlie Articles so 
appearing not to have been supplied, as follows: 

Mthaofft 
DoUan Dollar. 

foraCoat 18 and 60 

a Waist Coat 7 

a pr Breeches 7 

each Shirt 5 Dollars — d of which amount to SO 

each Stock 2/3 of a Dollar, 6 amounting to 4 

a fine Castor Hatt 80 

each pr Hose 2 Dollars and 20/90tiis 6 pr amount- 
ing to 18 30 

each pr Shoes 1 1/S Dollar, 4 pr, amounting to 6 

a pr Bootes 6 

aBlanket 1 60 

the Whole amounldng to 102 Dollars 

That the paymaster and Deputy paymaster General previous to 
their administering such Oath, shall respectively take an Oath to be 
administered by the Commander in chief or commanding Officer of 
the Department "faithfully to discharge the Trust reposed in him by 
the foregoing Resolve", and shall take a Certificate thereof from the 
Officer administering the Oath.' 

FRIDAY, JANUARY a, 1778 

A letter and memorial from the Chevalier Armand de 
la Rouerie were laid before Congre^, ||and read :|| 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, from Chevalier de Roche Fermoy, was read :' 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the delegates of Massa- 
ohnsetts Bay. 

>ThiB report, without date, and In the writitiK of Elbriclge Qerry, Is in the i^ipart 
<^ the Contineiaal Qmgrat, No. 31, folio IT. The committee on the clothing depart- 
ment was ^)pointed Kovember 26, 1777, bnt d[>e« not appear to have mode a tc^Ktrt. 
A. seccmd committee waa named on Otia's letters, to which Oeriy waa added, Decem- 
ber 17, 1777. Ita nport is printed in the volome for 1777, IX, p. 1042. I^ere is 
nothing to indkste whm the flrat committee preeented ita reporla. 

*ThiB latter Is in the Fl^pen i^thi QmtiMntal Cbngreu, No. 78, IX, folio 153. 
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Congress haying no fnrther occasion for the service of 
Eaek Hopkins, Esq' who, on the 22 December, 1775, was 
appointed commander in chief of the fleet fitted out by 
the Naval Committee, 

Resolved, That the said Esek Hopkins, Esq- be dis- 
missed from the service of the United States. 

Thheb o'Clook, f. h. 

Congress took into consideration the resolutions agreed 
to in a committee of the whole Congress, on the report of 
the committee. 

The first resolution being read tiie follovring amend- 
ments were agreed to: Dele the words "to be"; after 
'^^ warranted by"** insert ^^ the just construction of** 

d[ele] "it betrays a disposition of availing himself of 
such declaration," and insert instead thereof, "it affords 
a strong indication of his intention to, and just grounds 
of fear tiiat he will, avail himself of such pretended 
breach of the convention." 

A division of the resolution was called for; 

And the question beingput on the first part as unended, 

Sesolved, in the affirmative N. G. D. That the charge 
made by Lieutenant General Bui^yne in his letter to 
Major General Gat^ of the 14 November, of a breach of 
public faith on the part of these states, is not warranted 
by the just construction of any article of the convention 
of Saratoga; tiiat it is a strong indication of his intention, 
and affords just grounds of fear that he will avail himself 
of such pretended breach of the convention, in order to 
disengage himself and the army under him of the obliga- 
tions they are under to these united states, and that the 
security which these states have had in his personal honor 
is hereby destroyed. 

It w a s movod to amend tiio l ajfe ter - olftu e e 
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In the second clause dele "hitherto". 
The yeas and nays being required and the question put 
on the second part of the resolution : 



New Sampthire, 










Mr. Folsom, 


*y i« 


Mr. Eoberdeeu, 


ay 




Frost, 


.y!"^ 


OiDgaii, 


•y 


ay 


Musaehitsetis Bay, 




J. B. Smith, 


»y 


Mr. Gerry, 


ay. 


Jas. Smith, 


ay 




Lovell, 


ay li^ 








Dana, 




Mr. F. L. Lee, 


no 


no 
no 


Blu?(iU Island, 




Hsrvie, 


no 




Mr. EUery, 


no J-no 


Sbnh Oarolma, 






GoTiTiecticut, 




Mr. Harnett, 


«y 


(-•y 


Mr. Dyer, 


no J- no 


Smith Carolina, 






Neiff York, 




Mr. Laurens, 


•y 


l-«y 


Mr.Lewiii, 


ay 1 


Goorgia, 






Duer, 


.yl'y 


Mr. Wood, 


ay 


l-y 


NmjJeney, 




Lan^orthy, 


ay 


Mr. Witherepoon, 


nol 








Clark, 


no) 









So it was resolved in the affirmatiTe. 

The second resolution was then read, and the following 
amendments made; dele "himself ", and insert "Lieu- 
tenant General Burgoyne"; after "troojffl", dele "shall"; 
after "convention" add "of Saratoga". 

After debate, 

Resolved, That the consideration thereof be postponed 
till to Morrow. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 1778 

A letter, of the 15 December from Jonathan Trumbull, 
Jun' Esq-, deputy pay master general, northern depart- 
ment, was read, enclosing a draught in hia favour on N. 
Appleton, Esq% commissioner of the loan office, State of 
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Massaclmsetts bay, dated October 16, 1777, retnmed for 
want of pay:^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of the 7 ||I>ec8mber|| from P. Colt, Esq? at Bos- 
ton, and one, of the 16 of the same month, from Mr. 
Colt at New Haven, to W. Buchanan, Esq' commissary 
general of purchases, were laid before Congress and read : 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War- 

A letter, of the 26 December, from the navy board, at 
Boidentown, with sundry papers enclosed, respecting the 
conduct of Lieutenant Henessy, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 

Sesolved, That General Washington be authorized to 
appoint such a number of ^ds de camp, as he may, from 
time to time, judge necessary; and if ho ^Hs fe a ■ propof, 
to appoint them ou t of the eo t p e ntfondy - O B tftbli fl hod and 
to make choice of regimental officers for that purpose, if 
he thinks proper; any thing in former resolutions of 
Congress to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Adjourned to 3 ©'Clock P. M. 

Thbbb o'Clooe, f. h. 

A petition from Daniel Lush, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of the 29th December, from Brigadier Weedon, 
was read:' 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the Treasurer in 
favour of the Board of War, for 200,000 dollars, to be 

'The letter of Tnimbnll la in the Pap«rt of the Omlinentof Gmgrem, Ko. 78, XXII, 
ldlo545. 
■ Tbii letter u in the i\9)eri q^ ti^ CbntmenfaJ a»vrai, No. 159, folio 380. 
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transmitted by them to Jonathan Trumbull, Jun. deputy 
X>ay master general ||ln the northern department, || for the 
use of his department, the said pay master to be account- 
able: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the Treasurer in 
favour of John Brown, Esq!, for 13,359 dollars, for the 
purpose of dischai^ing Thomas Gnshing's order on the 
Hon. Henry Laurens, Esq. president of the Marine Com- 
mittee, for that sum, in favour of Aiidrew and James 
Caldwell, & Co. dated Boston, 6th December last, and ex- 
pressed to be for the use of the continental ships building 
in Massachusetts bay; the said Marine Committee to be 
accountable : 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the Treasurer in 
favour of Mr. CaldweU, for six hundred and seventy five 
dollars, in dischai^ of John Ashe's two drafts, dated 
North Carolina, 27th March last, in favour of Francis 
Briee, one for 275, and the other for 400 dollars and 
drawn on the continental treasurer, the State of North 
Carolina to be accountable, and the sum to be considered 
as part of the 500,000 dollars heretofore appropriated for 
the use of that State.' 

Congress resumed the consideration of the ||second|| 
resolutions agreed to in a committee of the whole, on the 
report of the committee to whom were referred the letters 
that passed between Gfeneral Heath and General Bur- 
goyne, and the letter from General Burgoyne to General 
Gates. The following amendments were made: Strike 
out "to these States;" after the word "distinct," add 
"and explicit." 

' ' Therefore, That the embarkation of Lieutenant General 
Bui^yne, and the troops under his command, be sus- 

> This report is in the i\QMrao/(A« Cbntmmfol Qn^pvu, No. 136, II, folio 8. 
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pended till a distinct and explicit ratification of the con- 
vention of Saratoga shall be properly notified by the court 
of Great Britain." 

The yeas and nays were required, and the question put 
on the resolution as amended. 



ymo Hmnpthxre, 




PmfuyJmmia, 


Mr. Folsom, 


ay 1-ay 


Mr. Roberdeau, 


MmmhiatO, Ban, 




CUngan, 


Mr. Gerpy, 


ayl 


J. B. Stnitb, 


Lordl, 


ay lay 


Jal>.8alitl^ 


nu», 


not 


yirgmin. 


SkoiiliUad, 




Mr. F. L. Lee, 


Hr.EUerr, declined 


to Tote. 


Harrie, 


ComucUiiia, 




North OxkUho, 


Ml. Dyer, declined' 


to vote. 


Mr. Harnett, 


Bm Yorlt, 




Sixah Oarolma, 


Mr. Lewis, 


•n.. 


Mr. Lanrens, 


Daer, 


.yl'J 


Qoyrgia, 


Sev) Jerteif, 




Mr. Wood, 




■71.. 


Lanevortby, 


Clark, 


ayl'7 





ay fay 

ay l-ay 



So it was resolved in the afflrmatiTe. 

Ordered^ That the report of the committee on which 
the rmolutions passed by the Congress are grounded, be 
re-committed. 

Beaolvedf That Monday next be assigned for appointing 
auditors of accounts in the northern and et^tem depart- 
ments, and for the army in the middle department. 

liThe several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, || 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

>■ orfgiiudlj writtaa. 
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MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 1778 

A letter from Mods. Laneuville ; one, of this day, from 
the Rev. Mr. D[aniel] Batwell; one, of the 1st, from 
General Washington ; one, of 20th December last, from 
Governor Clinton, of the State of New York ; one, of the 
2d, from the council and general assembly of Pensylvania, 
llwere read : || * 

Ordered, That the letter from Mr. Batwell be referred 
to the Board of War; that the letter from the council 
and general assembly of Pensylvania, be referred to a 
committee of three : the members chosen, Mr. J[onathan] 
B[ayard] Smith, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, and Mr. 
[Nathaniel] Folsom. 

Ordered, That the letter from Lanenville be referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Applications. 

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Israel Evans be appointed 
chaplain to Brigadier General Poor's brigade. 

The committee to whom were referred the propositions 
of the committee lately sent to the camp, contained in 
their letter to General Washington, dated White Mu^h, 
10 December, 1777, brought in a report, which was read : 

The Ccanmittee appointed to consider the Propositions of the Goni' 
mittee lately sent to Gunp, contained in their Letter to GJeneral 
WasMngtoD, dated Whitemarsh, 10th December, 1777, and their Mem- 
orandum of the Wants of the Army, beg leave to report: — 

That all military commission officers, who now are or hereafter may 
be in the Service of these United States, and shall continue therein to 
the End of the preaent War, shall during the Term of Years after die 
War, if not annoae d te -a ny - C e ip B of OBt ft MiriM>d"^ ^ eop B ) -o p otbofwis e 

* BatweH'B letter is in the* Papen of Il\e OontifMntal Oongreti, No. 78, II, folio %!9; 
that of Clinton is in No. 67, 1, folio 91; and that of Pennsylvania is in No. 69, 1, 
folio 449, and a copj' In No. 83, folio 83. ThoKlraft of the Washington letter Is in the 
TToiUn^on Paper*, A., Ill, folio 166. It is printed in Writings of Wathmgbm (Ford), 
VI, 273. 
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M il^oy e d by the aa id S te t o B ^ btmatiticd to r e o e iyo hrii di e p » y -« f 
Offie e i B of equal B a nk, whe -a bri l- botboB in tbo S omeoi pi erided 
tiw t'a w e h half p a y Offieew g hnll ob a ll timco bo li a blo to be oallod into 
B eFvieu i ) and during that S oryioe e h a ll poooiye full p a y, and bo mit ^eet 
to fl ooh Bo g rulationfl m CongFo B O a h a ll fFom Time to Time -j**t8ft 



That all Bach military commission Officers shall in "nme of Peace, be 
authorized to dispose of their Commissions to each Persons as shall be 
approved, and mider such Be^fnlatioas as shall be prescribed by 
Congress. 

That the Widows of all C<»nmission Offioers, who in t^e preeoit 
War, shall hereafter lose their Lives in the Service of the United 
States, shall during their Widowhood be entitled to receive one 
Part of the Pay of Officers of equal Bank then in the Service; and in 
order thereto, each Widow shall within Months after her Hus- 
band's Decease, if under the Bank of a Brigadier, produce a Certifi- 
cate from the Commanding Officer of the respective Begimect or Corps, 
specifying the Name of her Husband, the Time, Place and Manner of 
his Death, his Bank, the Begiment or Corps, uid company to which he 
belonged, and the Mame of the State and Town or District in which he 
resided, which Certificate being endorsed by the respective Major 
or Brigadier General, and also by herself, shall be lodged at the Office 
hereafter mentioned, from whenoe the Pay shall be annually drawn. 
And the proper Certificates of the Deaths of general Officers shall 
issue from the Commander in Chief, and being endorsed by each 
respective Widow, shall by her be sent to the Office aforesaid; pro- 
vided that, if any of the said Widows shall not reside within these 
States, the Officer whose Duty it may be to give the Certificate shaU 
send it to the Office (endorsed by the respective Major or Brigadier 
General, if the Officer deceased is not of higher Bank than Colonel) or 
be responsible for the Damages arising from N^teot. 

That a Pension Office be forthwith opened, and kept in the Place 

' On folio 183 is the following paragnipli in the wiiting of Elbridge Geny, prob- 
ably an ameodment: "When not annexed to any Corps of eoUbliebed Troops, or 
holding or enjoying any Office of Profit under Uie mid States or any of tlieiii, be 
entitled umnally to recciTe half the Pay of Officers of eqnal Rank then in actual Serv- 
ice, and ttwlsochliall pay Officers shall at all Times be subject to tlie Regulations of 
Congress, and bold themaelves in Readiness for and be liable to be called into aotnal 
Service during wfaieh they shall nomva full Fay." 
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vhere Congress ahall from !nme to l^me hold ita Sessioa, under the 
Direotion of coie CommissioDer to be appointed by Congress, and that 
he be allowed DoUars per Day, and empowered to appcnnt two 
Clerks, when he shall judge it necessary. 

That it shall be the Duty of the said Commissionei to receive the 
Certificates aforesaid, preserving in separate Files those of the G«i- 
eral Officers, and of each Begiment and Corps; to keep an alphabetioal 
Register of the Names of sudi Officer's Widows and of the Particn- 
lars set forth in the Certificatea; todelirer to the Order of each Widow, 
or in Case of her Decease before it can be drawn, to the Order at her 
Administrator or Exeonbn-, the Pay to which by the preceding 
Besolves she may be entitled, annually made up to the 1st Day of May; 
provided that on the Back of each Older for the Pay of Widows, resi- 
dent within these States, shall be endorsed a Certificate from a Justioe 
of the Peace in or near to the Place of her Residence, that she was alive 
and continued in a single State to the [Kme for which the Pay shall be 
so drawn; and a similar Certificate shall be prodnced on the Back of 
each Order drawn by the Widow of any foreign Officer who shall die 
in the Service of these States under the Hand and Seal of a Notary 
Public of the State in which she may reside, which Certificate shall 
also be endorsed by one of the Commissioners of the United States in 
sach State.' 

That (General Heath be directed to order the Deputy Quarter 
Master General of the Eastern District, forthwith to 
imai. provide one thousand good bell Tento, and send them to 
the Army under the Command of Greneral Washington. 

That General Washington be authorized to employ a Printer with 
a travelling Press to attend the Army, and that it be under the Inspec- 
tion of himself or such other Person or Persons as he shall appoint; 
rn»ti>ni M ^^'^ Bha]l not admit ^peraonal alteroatioTUy or other Matter 
■■«B4Mnt, bj not tending to promote the pvhUo Welfare, to be inserted 
■•*^' "■ ^- in any of the Publications or Hand BiUs of the Army, 
and shall constantly transmit some of each Impression to the Presi- 
dent for the Perusal of Congress. 

That each R^imental Paymaster keeping an Horse shall 
be allowed Forage therefor. 
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Th a t ' Biig a di e p G ^e n 8 > ri Wilhiii fl OB b e ft ppointed B o e Fo tft Fy -te-fee 
B owd of W ap , - wd ■ dipe e to tt- forthwith to »tt «»id Cong f C BB n ' 

Orderedy That the consideration thereof be postponed 
to the afternoon. 

Congress proceeded to the election of an adjutant gen- 
eral, in the room of Colonel Pickering, who is called to 
the Board of War, and the ballots being taken, Colonel 
Alexander Scammel was unanimously elected. 

Adjonmed to 3 o'Clock, P. M. 

Three o'Clock 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report 
which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, "Diat a 'wanant issue od the TreaBurj in favour of Samael 
hyaa, for 611 **/» dollars, in dischai^ of Daniel Tillinghaat, agent in 
l4ovidenoe, for bis order dated the 18 September last in favour of 
said Lyon for ^168 7 4 lawful money, the Marine Committee to be 
accountable. 

Ordorodf ^Phot ■ a - wan p ant ioouo ■ on th e troaougog in 
fcffouT of S omuol Lyon fop 611 30 / 00 dollo i got in diooh ^Fge 
of an - ordof of Daniel TiUinghftotj e^nt in PjoTidonoO) 
dated the 1 3 8 optombop laat^ in faTouf of the ooid 8 i Lyon. 

Ordered, That the following warrants issue in favour of 
Blair M'Clenachan and James Caldwell, for the payment 
of a quantity of salt petre, sulphur, and lead, amounting to 

* This zeport, in the writing of Eltmdge OciTy, is in the Popen of iht CbnJtMtKal 
Omgrem, No. 21, foUo 177. It ia endoned: 
"Who i^poiatB Deploy FaTHuwten in the Bereial Btntea, the P. H. Gen. or Con* 

"The CongreM hu ^>pointed s pay Ur. Oeneiml, a H&pj. pay Mr. Gen., la the 
Narthem Department in the Eastern and in the Boathem DepMrtment 

"Congreaa empowered the Depy. pay Mr. Gen. in the Northern Department to 
appoint one assistant." 

The firat paragraph ia in the writing o( Henry I^nreng; the last two, in that of 
Charlee Thomson. 

The report is also endormd: "1776. Before the Committee of the Whole on prop, 
oritiona of Committee sent to Camp." 
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61,719 30/90 dollars, purchased of them by the Board of 
War for the use of the United States of America, and 
dehrered to Leonard Jarvis, Esq' at Dartmoath, the 25 
November last ; for which the said L. Jarvis is to be 
accountable, viz. 

One on Thomas Smith, Esq' commissioner of the con-' 
tinental loan ofKce for the State of PensylTania, for 
47,000 dollars, to be paid in loan office certificates, to bear 
date the 25 November last, as per agreement; and 

One on the treasurer for 14,719 30/90 dollars.^ 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the propositions, &c., and, after debate. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the two first para- 
graphs be postponed to Wednesday next, and that tiie con - 
sideration of the remainder be postponed till to morrow. 

Resolved, That the appointment of auditors be farther 
postponed. 

IIThe several matters to this day referred, being poet- 
poned,|| 

Adjourned to 10 o*Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6, 1778 

A letter of the 4th, from E. Blaine, Esq' ||deputy com- 
missary,!! and one, of this day, from W. Buchanan, Esq' 
llcommissaiy general of purchases,!! were read:' 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of sir : 
the members chosen, Mr. [William] Ellery, Mr. [Abra- 
ham] Clark, Mr. [Francis] Lewis, Mr. [Cornelius] Har- 
nett, Mr. J[onathan] B[ayard] Smith, and Mr. [William] 
Clingan. 

■Thla r^kort ia.ln the Papen of the Continaibsl Oongrtit, "So. 132, II, folio 6. It 
cmlled for 29,719 **/« dolUn from the Treunrei, uid 32,000 fran the Loaa Office. 

■The letter of Bbine u In thePap<r«o/lft« Cbnttn«niaICbrvre«i. No. 78, II, folio S2L 
That of Bnchaiuui i» on folio 833. 
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The oommittee to whom the letters from Governor 
LiTingston and Dr. Bush were referred, brought in a 
report, which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the cloathier general be directed to 
deliver to the order of the director general as mnch linen 
and as many blankets as can be spared, to be retained in 
the hospital for the use of the siok : 

That the cloathier general be directed to supply the 
convalescents with necessary cloathing, in order that, 
when properly recovered, they may join the army: 

That a member of Congress be forthwith appointed to 
visit the hospitals in the middle department: the member 
chosen, Mr. [John] Penu. 

That a recommendation be sent to the clergy of all 
denominations in the said ||middle|| district, to solicit 
charitable donations of wooUens and linen, made or 
unmade, for the sick soldiers in the hospitals ; and to 
send the same to the Board of War, or any hospital, as 
may be most convenient. 

That Br. Sbippen and Dr. Bush be directed to attend 
Congress on the 26 day of January inst. to be examined 
touching certain abuses said to prevail in the hospital. 

Resolved, That the farther consideration of the report 
be postponed ||to the aftemoon.jl 

Adjourned to 3 o'Clock, P. M. 

Thbbe o'Clook 

Congress r^umed the consideration of the report under 
debate this morning; Wherenpon, 

Resolved, That the sum of ten dollars shall be paid by 
every officer, and the sum of four dollars by every soldier, 
who shall enter, or be sent into any hospital to be cured 
of the venereal disease ; which sums shall be deducted out 
of their pay, and an account thereof shall be transmitted 
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by the phy sidan or siu^eon who shall have atteikded them , 
to tiie regimental pay master for that purpose ; the money 
so arising to be paid to the director general, or his order, 
to be appropriated to the pnrchaaing blankets and shirts 
for the use of sick soldiers in the hospital. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a secretary to the 
Board of War, and, the ballots being taken, James Wil- 
kinson, Esq- was elected. 

A letter, of 17 December last, from the council of New 
York, to their delegates in Congress, with sundry Papers 
enclosed, was laid before Congress and read :^ 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: the members chosen, Mr. [Joseph] Wood, Mr. 
J[ame8] Smith and Mr. [Daniel] Boberdeau. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on the proportions of the committee lately 
sent to the camp, &c.. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That General Heath be directed to order the 
deputy quarter master general of the eastern department, 
forthwith to provide 1,000 good bell tents, and send them 
to the army under the command of General Washington. 

Besolved, That the six first paragraphs be referred to a 
committee of the whole, and that the consideration of the 
last pargraph be postponed. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, Congress came to the following resolutions: 

Whereas it appears, by a return made to tiie Board of 
Treasury, from the muiagers of Uie lottery of t^e United 
States, that the invasion of the State of Pen^lvania by 
the enemy has obstructed this business, and produced 
considerable delays in the sale of the tickets, in so much, 

iThuletterIiiDth«Pli9)en(/tt«aMliMnlaiampMM,No.e7, 1,lolioS6«. Tbrat- 
■oa bu endotaed the vote on the cotniotttoe: J. Smith, 4; Lewie, 0; LwigwoTthj, 0; 
Bobeide«ii, 3; Wood, 6; Gertj, 2; Dane, 1; Djer, 2; Diur, L 
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that the nmuber jet remammg on hand, renders it neces- 
sary once more to postpone the drawing; and whereas, 
Congress being desirous, as far as possible, to fulfil the 
expectations of the adventnrOTs, think it proper to give 
them the fullest assurance, that, at the time herein pro- 
posed, the mani^ers are to proceed on this business with- 
out further delay : 

Besoived, That the drawii^ of the first class of the lot- 
tery mentioned, be postponed to the Ist day of May next, 
at which time the nuinagers are directed to proceed 
therein, and complete it as soon as may be, and that all 
the tickets, then unsold, shall be the property and at the 
risque of the United States: 

That i per cent upon the amount of tickets sold be 
allowed to the persons employed by the managers, or by 
the several states to sell tickets, in lieu of the encourage- 
ment given by a resolution of Congress of the 30th day 
November, 1776. 

IIThe several matters to this day referred, beii^ post- 
poned, || 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 177S 

A letter, of the 20 December last, from General Spencer, 
with sundry papers enclosed, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of the 5, from the president of the oouneil of 
Pensylvania, was read.* 

Adjonmed to 3 o'Glock. 

■ ^w lettOT ot SpeiK»r, in the eadcMOTM, i( ia the A^MTt q^ th« (ibnAwntoI Omgr^ 
No. lei, folk) 360; that of BnuMytwiIs !■ in No. t», I, fc^SU. 
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Thbee o'clock, p. m. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought m a report, 
vhich was read, whereupon Congress came to the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Whereas the issuing commissary who was stationed at 
Fort Montgomoy, has deserted to the enemy, by which 
oircumstance, the officers, at that post, have not had it in 
their power to receive pay for their back rations for want 
of proper certificates; therefore, 

Resolved^ That the pay master general, or his deputy, be 
directed to pay the said back rations , on an account thereof 
being exhibited on oath by any of the said of&cers to Brig- 
adier Clinton, or the commanding officer, and a warrant 
drawn by >iiTn for that purp(»e. 

Ordered, That a warrant be drawn on Thomas Har- 
wood, EsqT commissioner of the continental loan office in 
the State of Maryland, in favour of Stephen Steward, for 
six thousand dollars advanced him upon account of the 
Commercial Conunittee, who are to be accountable.^ 

The delegates from Massachusetts Bay laid before Con- 
gress a resolution of the legislature of that State, respect- 
ing the powers of their delegates in Congress, which was 
read as follows: 

SXATI OF MAflUOHCSETIS BaT, 

In thb House or BxpsxaESTA-nYta, 

Decanber 1!B, 2777. 
Whereaa the Hon. John Hancock, Samuel Aduna, John Adanu, 
Bobert Treat Paine, Elbiidf^ Gerry, Francis Dana, and James Lor- 
eU, EsqrB. have heea ohoeen, hj joint Ballot of the two Houses of this 
Afflembly, to represent the State aforesaid, in the American Con- 
gress, for one Year, to oommenoe on the 1st day of January next 
ensuing: 

■ ThlarapoTt tain the J^)pert(i^(A« Omtmentai Chngrem, No. lU, II, folio 7. In the 
origliud tho MtItw Cominittae ma to be Aoooaatable. 
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Seaohed, That the ftbove named Oentlemen be, and Uiey hereby ore, 
filly empowered, with other Delegates from the American States for 
the term above mentioned, to concert, direct and order suoh further 
Ij&aBarefl as to them shall appear best calculated for the Eatablishment 
of Bight, Ldberty and Independence to the American Statea, upon a 
Basis [lermaneQt and seonre, for prosecuting with Vigour the present 
jnst and necessary War, concluding Peaoe, contracting Alliapcea, ick- 
nlatii^ Commeroe, and guarding against all encroadmiento and Machi- 
nations of the Enemies of the United States; and to adjourn to snch 
times and Plaoes as shall aiq>ear most Conducive to the public Safety 
and Advantage. 

And, it is further Seaohtd, that not less than three of the above- 
mentioned Gentlemen shall make a representation of this State. The 
Majority of those present, after consultation, to give the Yoioe of the 
State, notwithstanding it is expected that five of them will attend as 
generally as may be, and the Secretary is hereby directed forthwith 
to forward to each of the above named Glentlemen a copy of their 
A{ip(antmeDt and of this Besolntion. Sent np for concurrence. 

J. Wabbbn, ^MoJur. 

In Couvoil, D«eemh€r 13, 1777. Bead and concurred. 

John Avert, Deputy Secretary.^ 

A letter, of the 2d, from General Washington, with 
copies of letters between him fuid General Conway, were 
read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter of 15 December, 1777, from S. A. Otis, at 
Boston, was read.' 

[(The sereral matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, || 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

> Th« original ia in the Paftn of Ae Qm^Mnlal Oongrtu, HHMchnaettB, OrtdtnUab 
tfMtgaU*. 

' Tha letter of WMblngtoo utd the Conway Goncepondsiice are in the Paptn cf 
Oc Omtmaital Oottffrm, No. Ifi2, V, foUo 237. That of Otia ia in No. 78, XVII, folio 

an. 
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THURSDAY. JANUARY 8, 1778 

A letter, of the 28 December last, from John Baynton, 
pay master at Fort Pitt, was read : 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, from the navy board of the eastern department 
||at Bordentown,|| dated 16 December last, to the Marine 
Committee, was laid before Congreaa and read. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

B^olved^ That one million of dollars be emitted under 
the direction of the Treasury Board and on tiie faitii of 
the United States: 

That the bills shall, ezceptit^ the numbers, be of the 
same tenor and date as tlie emission directed on the 3d of 
December last, be numbered from the last number of each 
respective denomination of that emission progressively, 
and consist of the following denominations, viz. 

15,881 bills of the deDomioBtioa of 8 dollars 48,158 

15,884 do. of 4 do. 81,586 

15,884 do. of 5 do. 76,920 

16,884 do. of « do. 93,804 

10.884 do. of 7 do. 107,888 

15.885 do. of 3 do. 80,770 

15.885 do. of 8 do. 138,080 

15.886 do. of SO do. 461,650 

That all powers and duties of Michael Hillegas, Esq' and 
of the inspectors of the press, signers, and printers of the 
said emission, directed on the 20th May last, shall extend 
to the said one million to be emitted, subjected, how- 
ever, to such diiectionB and instructions as the Board ot 
Treasury may judge expedient. 

The Marine Committee, to whom was referred the letter 
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of th« 18 November, 1777, from the UAvy board for the 
eastern deportment, brought in a report, which was taken 
into coDBideiation; 

Beaolvedt That, eoosidering the necessity of the case, 
the enoouragement given by the said board, to man the 
ship Providmety be approved: 

That the bounties given to seamen by tiie resolve of 
Congrras of the 29 March, 1777, is not to be stopped out 
of their wages, but deducted from their prize money, 
where any future prize money is obtained : 

That the said navy board be supplied with a number of 
blank oommissions, and that they be empowered to grant 
commissions to of&oers not above the rank of lieutenants, 
where vacancies may happen, and the good of the service 
absolutely requires that they should be immediately filled, 
but Bot otherwise : 

That the commissary general of purchases be directed 
to give an order upon the late commissary, J. Trumbull, 
for 500 bushels of salt, in favour of the navy board in the 
eastern department, unless they should be already pro- 
vided therewith. 

Besokedy Thattheremainderof thereportbepostponed. 

The committee to whom the report on the letters that 
passed betwixt General Heath and General Burgoyne, and 
the letter from General Burgoyne to General Gates, was 
recommitted, brought in a report, which was read. 

Adjourned to 3 o'Clock. 

Thbxe o'Gloos p. h. 

Coi^ress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee, on the letters that passed betwixt General Heath 
and Grateral Burgoyne, and the letter from General Bur- 
goyne to General Gates, which was agreed to, as follows : 

* ' That they have considered, with mature attention, the 
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convention entered into at Saratoga betwixt Major General 
Gates and Lieutenant General Burgoyne, In October last, 
and find numbers of the oartouch boxes, and several other 
articles of military accoutrements, annexed to the persons 
of the non-commissioned of&cers and soldiers, in General 
Bui^oyne's army, mony of which woro not dollTorod ap 
on the day - of the stu T ondor have not been delivered 
np, and that, agreeably to the spirit of the convention, 
and the technical interpretation of the word 'arms,' they 
ought to have been delivered np : 

"This opinion is warranted not only by the judgment 
of the most approved writers, but by the interpretation 
and practice of British ofScers in similar oases in the 
course of the present war, particularly in the capitulation 
of St. John's on the 2 November, 1775 : 

"Your committee farther report, that there are so many 
other circumstances attending the delivery of the arms 
and military stores, which excite strong suspicions, that 
the convention has not been strictly complied with on the 
part of General Burgoyne, c^;reeable to its true spirit and 
the intention of the contracting parties, and so many in- 
stances of former fraud in the conduct of our enemies, as 
to justify Congress, however cautious, to avoid even the 
suspicion of want of good faith, in taking every measure 
for securing the pei^ormtmce of the convention, which 
did not impede any new condition nor tend to delay its 
execution. Of this nature your committee consider the 
resolution of Congress of the 8 November last, directing 
General Heath ' to cause to be taken down, the name and 
rank of every commissioned officer, and the name, former 
place of abode, occupation, size, a^, and description of 
every non-commissioned officer and private soldier, and 
all other persons comprehended in the convention of 
Saratoga.' 
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"This cannot be considered as imposing any new con- 
dition, bat as a measure naturally resulting from the 
articles of convention, which the conquering party has a 
right to avail itself of, and which is strictly justifiable, 
had no just suspicion of the want of good ffdth in the 
party surrendering pr^ented itself. Your committee are 
of opinion, that the reasons, which General Bu]^yne 
adduces for refusing a compliance, are inappUoable to the 
case, and they beg leave to observe, that he is totally 
mistaken in his appeal to the conduct of Sir Guy Carleton 
and himself with respect to the prisoners released from 
Canada in August, 1776: for, notwithstanding his express 
declaration to the contrary in his letter of the 23 Novem- 
ber last to General Heatii, it appears from the original 
list of the prisoners released from Canada, which is here- 
with presented, that the provinces, coimties, and towns, 
to which the prisoners released belonged, were annexed 
to their respective names, which, for the greater security 
of the conquering party, were in the handwriting of the 
respective prisoners. Tour committee, therefore, cannot 
but consider General Bui^oyne's refusal to give descrip- 
tive lists of the non-commissioned officers and soldiers 
belonging to his army, when connected with his former 
conduct and ill-grounded assertion on this occasion, in 
an alarming point of view; more especially when they 
consider, that nine days previous to this refusal, he had, 
without just cause given, declared in a letter to General 
Gates, that the public faith, plighted in the convention of 
Saratoga, was broken on the part of these states : 

"This charge of a breach of public faith is of a most 
serious nature, pregnant with alarming consequences, and 
deserves greater attention, as it is not dropped in a hasty 
expression, dictated by sudden passion, but is delivered 
as a deliberate act of judgment, committed to writing. 
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and sent to the general with whom he made the conven- 
taon ; and if credit is to he given to General Biu^oyne's 
account of biniscdf in his letter to General Heath of the 
^ November, he cannot be considered * of so IJ^ht a char- 
acter as to have acted in a serious matter of state upon a 
sudden impression.' 

** The reason on which he grounds this charge is, that 
the officers included in the convention, have not since 
their arrival in Massachusetts bay, been accommodated 
witii quarters agreeable to their respective ranks: on 
which your committee beg leave to observe, that though 
from the sudden and unexpected arrival of so large a body 
of troops, the concourse of strangers ia and near Boston, 
the devastation and destruction occasioned by the British 
army, not long since blocked up In that town, and by the 
American army which besieged them; and considering 
that the officers were not to be separated from their men, 
and that the troops could not be quartered with equal 
convenience in any other place within the limits pointed 
out and described in the conventiou, as there are not a 
sufficient number of barracks in any other part of that 
state; though from these, and many other unavoidable 
circumstances, the accommodation of General Burgoyne 
and his officers %ho wor e not to b e a op t gatod from their 
men' might not be such as the public could wish or he 
expect, yet, bis chaj^ of a breach of the public faith, on 
this account, is not warranted either by the letter of 
the preliminary uncles agreed on between himself and 
General Gates, on the 14 of October, or by the spirit of 
the convention, signed on the 16 of the same month; 
since, by an examination of these articles, it will appear, 
that the stipulation, with respect to the quartering of 
offtceis, was not to be construed in that rigorous sense in 
which 6(eneral Burgoyne affects to considw it; but, on 
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the contrary, that it was * agreed to as far as cironxnBtanoes 
would admit.' 

"Your committee forbear to lay any stress on the 
attempt of the enemy to alter the place of embarkation 
from the port of Boston to tiiat of Rhode Island or the 
soond so contiguous to the port of New York, which, as 
well as that of Bhode Island, is at present in their pos- 
session ; on the seemingly inadequate number of vessels 
(being only 26 transports sent to Bhode Island, as appears 
in a letter from General Pigot to General Burgoyne, dated 
the 5 December) for an army consisting of 5,642 men, in 
a winter's voyage to Europe ; or on the improbability of 
the enemy's being able, on so short a notice, to victual 
such a fleet and army for a voyage of such length ; since 
thooo BU fl pieion g v bowovof otrong) unloao o e ooa a p ft B i i e d 
with tho oMprooQ doelorntion of Lioutommt Gonoral Bm 
g oyno to G - oBOH i l Gtotoo, ea a bove mentioned, and bio 
B ab e o q uont fofuflol to give docwriptivo liato of tho pris - 
onof s t would not in thoij opi a a e n bo a womw i ntftb l o gFonft d 
fog C r onego aa i jtts t l y t f«i >e io« fl of publio f a ith, t o doloy in 
€esf Bka sanar whot a oovof the oHooution of tho oopycntioni 
the declaration of Lieutenant General Bui^yne, 'that 
the public faith is broke,' is of itself suf&cient to justify 
Congress in taking every measure for securing the per- 
formance of the convention, which the laws of nations, in 
consequence of this conduct, wiU justify. 

"These facts and opinions, your committee, in a matter 
of such high moment to the honor and safety of these 
states, esteem it their duty to report specially; and con- 
sidering that General Burgoyne has not fuUy complied 
with the convention of Saratoga, particultu'ly in not deliv- 
ing up the cartonch boxes and accoutrements ; that he has 
expressly, and without just foundation, charged these 
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states with a breach of public faith ; that, in consequence 
of this declaration, whilst in our power, he may deem. 
himself, and the army under him, absolved from their 
compact, and may, therefore, have refused compliance 
with a measure naturally resulting from the convention, 
and which only tended to render his ofScers and men 
insecure in case the convention, on their part, was not 
complied vrith; considering, farther, that, from the dis- 
tance between America and Qreat Britain, there is no 
opportunity of accommodating this dispute in any reason- 
able period of ttme with the sovereign of the state, in 
behaU of. which this convention was made, and that the 
operations of General Burgojnae's army in America would 
not only defeat the main object of the convention, but 
prove highly prejudicial to the interests of these states ; 
your committee submit the whole to the consideration of 
Congress, In order that such measures may be adopted as 
are consistent with the safety and honour of the United 
States." 
Whereupon , Congress came to the following rwolutions : 
Resolved, That, as many of the cartouch boxes and sev- 
eral other articles of militiuy accoutrement, annexed to 
the persons of the non-commissioned of&cers and soldiers, 
included in "the convention of Saratoga, have not been 
delivered up, the convention, on the part of the British 
army, has not been strictly complied with ; 
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J. B. Smith, 
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Mr. F. L. Lee, 


•y 1 j:_ 


Mr. Langworthy, 


ay 
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Hsrrie, 


no 


'■ 


Wood, 


ay 


•y 



IISo it passed ia the affinuative.fl 

Beaolved, That the refusal of Lieutenant General Bur- 
g<^ne to give descriptive lists of the non-eonunissioned 
officers and privates belonging to his army, subsequent to 
his declaration that the public faith was broke, is consid- 
ered by Congress in an alarming point of view ; since a 
compliance with the resolution of Congress could only 
have been prejudicial to that army in case of an infraction 
of the convention on their part. 

Resolved^ $^; -C - . - P That the charge made by Lieutenant 
General Burgoyne, in his letter to Major General Gates, 
of the 14 November, of a breach of public faith on the 
part of tteae states, is not warranted by the just con- 
struction of any article of the convention of Saratoga; 
that it is a strong indication of his intention, and afEords 
just ground of fear, that he will avail himself of such 
pretended breach of the convention, in order to disengage 
himself, and the army under him, of the obligation they 
are under to these United States; and that Uie securily, 
which these states have had in his personal honor, is 
hereby destroyed. 

Eesolved, therefore. That the embarkation of Lientenant 
General Burgoyne, and the troops under his command, 
be suspended till a distinct and explicit ratification of the 
convention of Saratoga shall be properly notified by the 
court of Great Britain to Congress. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Glock to Morrow. 
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 1778 

The Committee on the Tressuiy hrought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration : Whereapon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favoor 
of John Baynton, Esq-, pay master at Fort Pitt, for twenty 
thousand dollars, for the payment of the troops in the 
western department; the said sum to be delivered Major 
Ewing, to be conreyed to the said pay master, who is to 
be accountable: 

That a warrant issae on Thomas Harwood, Esq' oom- 
missioner of tlie continental loan office for ihe State of 
Maryland, for six thousand four hundred and ninety-two 
and sixty -six ninetieths dollars, in favour of Gordon & 
Patton, saddlers, in discharge of Colonel 0eoi^ Baylor's 
order of 27 December last, for that sum, in their favour, 
for equipping his regiment of light dn^oons; the said 
Colonel Baylor to be accoxmtable.* 

The committee appointed to take into consideration the 
letter of the 2, from the council and assembly of the State 
of Pensylvania, brought in a report, which was read. 

That the meaanre proposed by the State of Pennsylrania merita the 
ntzaost atteotioD and speedj ooneuFTimoo of Coagfoo Bi mowa eB p eciaBy 
M a o¥oi 'a l vary impo f ton t' oyoate b t no l a t e ly tohat j ^a e e whi e b eee m 
to - pfwniflo - more - oaae in t he <aieoutiop a nd moro - ewt a iB e uoec w-w-tbe 
w«fA Determination. 

That a copy of said letter and the memorial attending it, be imme- 
diately sent forward to hia excellency Q. W., and that' he be directed 
to take the sabject into consideration ; when he shall find circnmstanoea 
farorable to the enterprise; and a proper rigor in the 
i«n** Statee, that Congreea have it mnch at heart that he avwl 

himself thereof; ajtd in the mean tdme that he conform 
his orders and movements thereto, as far as shall be cotudatent witii 
the interest of the United States. 

■ThiBi«portiiinthePap«rtq/(A«CbnlttwntalOnvrni,No. 136, U, Iblio ft. 
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Thftt the Preaident udacra the Preeideat of 4lie State of FennsylTania 
tliat CongregB approve the measnre they propose; and that as they 
hope it may be executed if that State will exert a proper vigor they 
will give all the aasistanoe in their power towards carrying it into 
effect 

"Diat a copy of said letter be also transmitted to the Governments 
of New Jersey, Delaware and Maryliwd with a copy of the resolutions 
of Congress hereon. 

That a copy of said letter and resoloticHis be also transmitted to his 
Excellency the Gt>vemor of Yiiginia*, and that he be desired to for- 
ward with all the dispatch in his power, the levies and recruitB which 
that State have ordered to be raised. 

That a Committee be appointed to confer with the Council of Peon- 
sylvania cm the subject matter of the letter and if that Council shall 
jodge it necessary to confer by a Committee witii General Washington 
thereon, that they be directed to proceed and oooperate with said 
GfHumittee of CoonciL* 

The oommittee to whom were referred the letters from. 
Mr. W. Buchanan, commissary general, and Mr. Blame, 
deputy commissary general of purchase, brought in a 
report, which was read. 

Adjourned to 3 o'Glock. 

Thbee o'Clooe p. If. 

Congress resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 
to take into consideration the report of the committee to 
whom were referred the propositions from the committee 
sent to the camp, and, after some time spent thereon, the 
president resumed the chair, and Mr. F[rancis] L[ight- 
foot] Lee, reported, that the committee |[of the whole 
Congressll have under consideration the matter referred 
to them, but, not having come to a conclusion, desire 
leave to sit again. 

"ThisrapoTt, is the wridi^of JonaUua Bk7ard8mith,la in thai\ip«rio/<A« Cbi>- 
tmaibd Qmgrtu, "So. SO, II, folio 19. 
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Resolved^ That Congress will to morrow resolve itself 
into a committee of the whole, to consider farther the 
report of the committee to whom were referred the prop- 
ositions from the committee sent to the camp. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY lo, 1778 

A letter, of the 24, and 28 December last, from Brig- 
adier General Hand, at Fort Pitt, to the Board of War, 
were laid before Congress : 

And a letter of the 9, from W. Palfrey, pay master 
general, to the Board of Treasury, was laid before Con- 
grass, and read. 

A letter, of the 2, from General Washington, at Yall^ 
Forge, was read, recommending Major Clark to the notice 
of Congress:^ 

Ordered, That the letter from General Washington, be 
referred to the Board of War. 

That the letters from Brigadier Gteneral Hand be refer- 
red to the Board of War. 

Resolved, That his excellency Governor Henry be 
requested to enquire of Gabriel Jones and John Walker, 
Esqrs. two of the commissioners appointed to repair, with- 
out delay , to Fort Pitt, agreeably to a resolution of Congress 
of the 20th of November last, whether they accept of this 
appointment, and if they, or either of them, decline, to 
appoint a proper person or persons in his or their stead, 
who shall enter upon the business without delay. 

Congress proceeded to the election of two auditors to 
audit and settle the public accounts in the nuun army, and 
the ballots being taken, Matthew Clarkson and Major 
John Clark, Esqrs. were elected. 

* The letters of Hand «re in the Papen of tiu Cbnttnaniai Oongrai, No. 169, bilioi 
423 md 427; thftt of Waahington ia in No. 162, T, (olio 216. 
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Orderedy That the letter from Mr. Palfrey be referred 
to the Board of Treaamy. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration : Whereupon, 

Ordered^ That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of John Penn, Esq' ||delegate from the 8tate of North- 
CarolinaJI for 276 45/90 dollars, advanced him which is 
to be charged to the State of North Carolina, and to be 
considered as a part of the 500,000 dollars, formerly appro- 
priated tor the use of the said State : 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on John Gibson, Esq! 
auditor general, for 500 dollars, in favour of WiUiam 
Palfrey, Esq' paymaster general, for which he is to be 
accountable : 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Mons. Lotbinier, a Canadian Chaplain, for his pay due 
this day tor 40 dollars: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
Captain William Scott, for five hundred dollars, advanced 
for the pay, and to purchase blankets for his company, 
belonging to one of the 16 regiments, commanded by 
Colonel Thruston; the said Captain Scott to be account- 
able/ 

Adjourned to 3 o'Clock. 

Thbee o'Cloox, p. h. 

The committee to whom was referred the motion for 
appointing a committee of Congress to repair to camp, 
brought in a report, which was taken into consideration; 
whereupon, Congr^s came to the following resolution : 

Whereas, it is essential to the promotion of good disci- 
pline and oeconomy in the army of these states, that the 
most speedy and effectual measures should be adopted for 

'Itaii rq>Ort it In the Poptn cfAe CbntiMnlai Oongrtm, No. 186, n, folio 11. 
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reducing the number of regiments in the continental 
service, and for reforming the abuses which have too long 
prevailed in the different departments belonging to the 
army: 

Besolved^ That three members of Congress, tf^ther 
with three members of the Board of War, be appointed a 
committee to repair to Gteneral Washington's headquar- 
ters, as soon as may be, and, in concert with him, to form 
and execute a plan for reducing the number of batallions 
in the continental service, reporting to Congress the names 
and ranks of such officers of merit now in the service as 
cannot be annexed to the batallions retained in the estab- 
lishment, taking particulax care in the appointment of 
officers to these batallions not to annex offio^is belonging 
to one State, to the batallions raised by another State ; to 
recommend to Congress the necessary appointments of 
general officers; to remove officers in the civil depart- 
ments of the army for misconduct, negligence, or incom- 
petency, and to appoint others in their room, till the 
pleasure of Congress can be known ; to remove aU just 
causes of complaint relative to rank, confining it as nearly 
as possible to the military line ; to report upon the expedi- 
ency of appointing brigade instead of regimental chaplains, 
and also to remove from office any chaplain for ignorance 
or negligence in the duties of his office or for immoral 
conduct; to determine, and report as soon as may be, to 
Congress, their opinion of the necessary reinforcements 
for the cavalry, artillery, and infantry, and the best mode 
of obtaining them ; to report such alterations as they shall 
deem expedient in the regulations of the several depart- 
ments of the army, and, in general, to adopt such other 
measures as they shall judge necessary for introduciz^ 
oeconomy and promoting discipline and good morals in the 
army. 
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The members of Congress ohoeen, Mr. [Franois] Dana, 
Mr. [Joseph] Reed, and Mr. [Nathaniel] FoJaom. 
IIAdjoomed to 10 o'Glock on M0nda7.II 

MONDAY, JANUARY la, 1778 

The President laid before Congress a packet containing 
blank xtapera, which he informed Congress he receired 
yesterday from a John Polger, who says he was sent by 
the commissioners at Paris, with despatches to Congress: 

Ordered, That Mr. [Francis] Dana and the Board of 
War take the examination of the said John Folger 
respecting this packet. 

Congress proceeded to the election of three members 
of the Board of War, to join the three members of Con- 
gress, and proceed to Hhe camp for the purposes men- 
tioned in the resolution passed on Saturday, and, the 
ballots being taken, Major General Gates, Major General 
Mifflin, and Colonel Pickering, were elected. 

Betolved, That another member of Congress be added 
to the foregoing committee. 

The member chosen, Mr. [John] Harvie. 

A letter, of the 10th, from Samuel and Robert Porvi- 
ance, at Baltimore, was read infogming among - othOT 
thingo that a ye e eel i s oa H wyod thoro with 3500 fa a gbol e -e i 

Adjourned to 3 o'Clock. 

ThHEE o'CIiOOK, p. u. 

The committee appointed to examine J. Fo^er respect- 
ing the despatches with which he was chained by the 
CQiamissioners at Paris, laid before Congress his exam- 
ination, reduced to writing, which was read; Wherev^n, 
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Besolvedy That the president inform Governor Oaswell, 
of North Carolina, of the purport of the said examination, 
and request bim to examine the persons who came over 
in the vessel with J. Folger, and inform Congress of every 
eircnmstauce that may come to his knowledge respecting 
the said despatches: 

That the Board of War he directed to confine the said 
John Folger in close prison, till advice can be received 
from Governor Caswell, or till further orders from Con- 
gress. 

Resolved, That copies of the report of the committee 
on the letters that passed between General Heath and 
General Burgoyne, and General Burgoyne's letter to 
Genwal Gates, together with resolutions of Congress 
thereon, signed by the president, and attested by the sec- 
retary, be transmitted to the several states, to General 
Washington, and two copies to Major General Heath, 
who is directed to furnish Lieutenant General Burgoyne 
with one copy of the same, and to order the vessels which 
may have arrived, or which shall arrive, for the trans- 
portation of the army under Lieutenant General Bur- 
goyne, to quit, without delay, the port of Boston. 

Besolved, That the council of Massachusetts bay be 
requested to afford to General Heath the necessary assist- 
ance for immediately increasing the guards placed over 
the troops of General Burgoyne, to the number, if they 
judge proper, of fifteen hundred or more, and that they 
be not reduced until the transports of the enemy shall 
have left the port of Boston, and th e po e t - nt Providonoo 
a boil - bo ■ pfop^y - roinfojocd so long afterwards as the 
council shall judge necessary. 

Whereas, Congress have received information that a 
sloop named the P&insylvania Farmer is arrived at Balti- 
more from CuroQoa, with a load of salt, the property of 
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Mr. Gl«rardu8 Beekman, a citizen of the State of New 
York, but now with the enemy in the city of Philadelphia : 
and whereas, the delegates representing the State of Hew 
Tork have applied for the interposition of Congress, that 
proper measures might be taken for Bei2dng the salt; and 
whereas the public service will suffer the most material 
injury if the most expeditious measures are not adopted 
for securing this cargo for the use of the United States : 

Besolved, That the governor and council of the State of 
Maryland be desired forthwith to take measures for secur- 
ing the said salt for the use of the United States, and to 
cause the same, without delay, to be delivered to the com- 
missary general of purchases, or any of his deputies; and 
in case the information given to Congress should be ill 
founded, and that the cargo above-mentioned should be 
bona fide the property of any faithful citizen of these 
states, or of any foreigner, that the governor and council 
of the State of Maryland be desired to seize the same, 
as well as all other quantities of salt, and to cause the 
same to be delivered, agreeable to the directions above 
mentioned. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY. JANUARY 13, 1778 

A letter from Mons. de la Balme; one, of the 13th 
December last, from Colonel Badi^re, with a memorial 
from the same ; one, of the 6th December, from Baron de 
Steuben, at Portsmoutii, New Hampshire, with sundry 
letters, recommending him to Congress; one of the 10th 
January from James Mease, at Lancaster; one, of the 
18 December, from liientenant Colonel Campbell, a 
prisoner at Concord, in the State of Massachusetts bay ; 
a letter of the 17 December, and one of the 25 December, 
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V777, from General Heath; also, ft lettof — of - the 4tb 
JftnuMy, with - a e epy of o lotto? to GonowJ Gtotoo ||one 
of the 4thJ| one of the 5th, and one of the 9th, from. 
General Washington; a letter of the 10th, from Captain 
Barry, attending at York town, were read:^ 

Ordered, That the letter from Mons. de la Balme, the 
letter and memorial from Colonel Radi^re, the letter from 
Colonel Camphell, and the letter of the 9, and that of the 
5, from General Washington, be referred to the Board of 
War: 

That the letter from Mr. Mease be referred to the Board 
of Treasury ; the letter from Captain Barry to the Marine 
Committee. 

Whereas, the decluation of Lieutenant General Bnr- 
goyne, in his letter of the 14 November last, to Major 
Ctenei^al Gates, that the public faith is broke on the part 
of these states, and other reasons set forth in the resolu- 
tions of Congress of the 8 January instant compelled 
Congress to adopt measures for securing the performance 
of the convention of Saratoga on the part of the court of 
Great Britain, whereby the embarkation of Lieutenant 
Cteneral Burgoyne's army has been necessarily suspended; 
and whereas, the subsistence of that army, in the State 
of Massachusetts bay, is not only extremely burthensome 
to these states, but tends greatly to distress the inhabit- 
ants of the country wherein they are quartered, and it is 
contrary to the principles of justice, that these states 
should suffer InconTeniences from the conduct of Lieu- 
tenant General Burgoyne, which could not be foreseen at 
the time when the convention of Saratoga was entered 
into: 

^The latter from Lk Balma la in the I^ptn of Os OmMncnioI Omgnn, 110.73, 
Vn, folio 149; the letter and memorial of La Radidie are in Ho. 78, XIX, folioa 169 
«nd 193; ttiat of Btsaboi Ib in No. 19, V, folio 647; that of Campbell ie in So. 78, 
V, IbUol25; thoMot Hei^ arainNo. 167, folica67and61; and thoee of Waahing- 
tonaninNo. U2, V, folioa S49, 26S,and8e7. 
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Sesoioed, That General Washington be directed again 
to require of General Howe proper passports for vessels 
to transport salted meat, flour, and fuel to Bceton, neo- 
eesary for the subsistance of Lieutenant General Bur- 
goyne's army, during the time they shall be necessarily 
detained in the State of Massachusetts-bay, in consequence 
of the resolutions of Congress of the 8 January instant, 
and that General Howe be informed, that in case of his 
refusal to comply with this just request, these states will 
not deem themselves answerable for subsisting General 
Burgoyne's army, agreeable to the terms of the conven- 
tion of Saratoga ; but shall think themselves at liber^ to 
remove or separate the said army, to such parts of the 
8tate of Massachusetts bay, as they may be conveniently 
subsisted in, till the convention of Saratoga shall be rati- 
fied by the court of Great Britain, and properly notified 
to Congress. 

Adjourned to 3 o'Clock. 

Thbee o'clock, p. u. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a rei>ort, 
which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Resolved^ That William Palfrey, Esq- pay master gen- 
eral, be directed to order WiUiam Bedlow, bis assistant, at 
Peekskill, to pay up the troops there to the 31st Decem- 
ber last; and that Jonathan Trumbull, Jun. Esq' deputy 
pay master general, be directed to pay from that time, all 
the troops under the command of any officer or officers in 
the northern department, or State of New York: 

That the pay master general be empowered to appoint 
an assistant in his office, and a clerk for six months, in 
addition to one already employed by him : 

That seventy dollars per month, and two rations a day, 
be hereafter allowed to each assistimt, and fifty dollars a 
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month to each clerk, in the office of the pay msstet or 
deputy pay master general.* 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter of 
the 20th December from General Spencer, brought in a 
report, which was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved^ That it be earnestly recommended to the states 
of New Hampshire, Massachusetts bay, Bhode Island, and 
Connecticut, immediately to furnish, and keep up con- 
stantly in the State of Bhode Island and Providence 
Plantations, for the defence of the said State, their sev- 
eral quotas of troops, as adjusted by the resolution of a 
committee from the said states and the State of New 
York, which met at Springfield, the 30 of July last : 

That a deputy quarter master general, a depnty adju- 
tant general, a deputy muster master general, and a 
deputy commissary general of issues,' be appointed to act, 
pro tempore^ for the troops aforesaid: that the deputy 
commissary general of issues be appointed by the council 
of war of the State of Bhode Island and Providence 
Plantations; that the deputy quarter master general, 
deputy adjutant general, and deputy master master gen- 
eral, be appointed by the ofScer commanding at that post; 
and that each of the foregoing officers take the oaths of 
fidelity and office required before they enter upon the 
execution of their respective offices: 

That General Spencer, or the commander of the forces 
aforesaid, be informed, that if provisions cannot be pro- 
cured at reasonable rates, and he shall be obliged to 
impress them, he shall direct certificates to be granted, 
promising payment at such rates as shall be settled by the 

> This report is In th« Pt^ert (tf Ou Omtimnlal Omgrat, No. 186, II, folio 13. 

* The origiiial report provided also for a depntj pay master general, bot a marginal 
note shows that that proporition was referred to tite Board of Treasarr- The m«n> 
ner of appobiting those ofBoeit was added in Oongnn after the report had been 
preMPtodi 
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oonvention of committees to meet at New Haven, the 15 
instant, in pursuance of a resolve of Congress of the 22 
November last; and that this resolution have retrospect 
as to all accounts not liquidated for provisions or services 
supplied or performed to the 1st day of November, which 
are to be paid at the oonvention prices, [and all other 
unliquidated accounts for services or provisions supplied 
or performed since that period to the date of this reso- 
lution, to be paid for at the prices for which they are 
contracted.]^ 

Resolved^ That Gener^ Spencer's resignation, for the 
reasons offered by him in his letter of the 20 of Decem- 
ber, be accepted, when he shall be relieved from bis 
present command by a suitable of^cer of the rank of a 
major general, who is to be immediately sent to take the 
command of the troops raised for the defence of the State 
ot Bhode Island and Providence Plantations. 

Resolved, That such parts of the letter from General 
Spencer as relate to money, be referred to the Board of 
Treasury, also that part relating to his allowance as in a 
separate department.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 1778 

Besolvedy That two members be added to those who at 
present conduct the business of the Board of War, till the 
commissioners for that purpose appointed can meet: the 
members chosen, Mr. [Edward] Langworthy, and Mr. 
J[onathan] B[ayard] Smith. 

' The woidfl in bnckebi were added in OongtML 

* This report, d&tedJantiArr 12, ie in ihe Papers of the OontineiaalOonireu, No. 147, 
I, folio 431. The memboi iMVMiit wen Fianda Ughtfoot Lee^ William Doer, and 
JtdinHarvieb 
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Gongrees took into oomdderation the report of the 
committee on the letters from W. Buchanan, and E. 
Blaine, Esqra. ; Whereupon, 

That it ia th e duty of tho eommifl B My of priaonow to pgFoha ae pr a- 
t to M Mwr c P the dwaaa e ta of hio d q p a rt - 

Sesolved, That the order of the commissary of prison- 
ers shall be a sufftcient voucher to the commissary, or 
deputy commissaries general of purchases, for the deliv- 
ery of provisions for the use of prisoners of war. 

Besolvedj That by the resolution of October 22, 1777, 
the commissary general of purchases is invested with 
powers adequate to, and sufficient for, the purpose of 
importing salt for the use of the army. 

Resolved, That the powers and directions contained in 
the resolution aforesaid, for procuring salt, be extended 
to the article of mm for the army.* 

Ordered, That the farther consideration of the report 
be postponed to the afternoon. 

Adjourned to 3 o'Clock. 

Thbeb o'Glook, p. h. 

Resolved, That the Board of War of the State of Mas- 
sachusetts bay be requested to import from the middle or 
southern department fifteen thousand barrels of flour, to 
supply the magazines of the eastern district for the next 
campaign, over and above what may be imported by the 
depuiy commissary general of purchases for that pur- 
pose; and deliver the same to the deputy commissary 
general of issues or his deputies, there to be deposited 
agreeably to the orders of the commanding ofiftcer in that 

*Th!i npoc^ in th« writing of WlUiam EHeiy, is In the Papen nf Ihe QMrneMU 
Omgmt, Na 19, 1, folio 43ft. The ■mandmenta u« on folio 448. 
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distiict, and that compensation be made to the Board for 
their trouble herein : 

That the Board be empowered to purchase, charter or 
hire on fre^ht, as they may judge most for the interest 
of these states, vessels for this purpose, and draw on Con- 
gress for the money to purchase the flour, or on WUliam 
Aylett, Esq. deputy commissary general of purchases in 
Virginia, for so much of the flour as they may order to be 
shipped from Yirgioia ; tliat if the whole quantity of flour 
cannot be readily obtained, the. Board be empowered to 
make up the deficiency by importing rice from South 
Carolina. 

Ordered, That a warrant for 50,000 dollars be drawn on 
the commissioner of the loan office in the State of Massa- 
chusetts bay, in favour of the said Board of War, for the 
purpose mentioned in the foregoing resolution. 

In consequence of an adjustment by the commissioners 
of claims, the assistant auditor general reporte, 

That there is due to Dr. John Houston, for his and his 
assistant's pay, while they acted in a bataUion of York 
county associators, commanded by Colonel Donaldson, as 
per General Mercer's orders to Pay Master Dallam, the 
sum of 63 45/90 dollars : 

That there is due to the Hon. Eliphalet Dyer, for the 
ezpences of a committee of Congress, sent to the assembly 
of the State of Pensylvania on public business, the sum of 
127 39/90 dollars: 

That there is due to the Hon. Elbridge Gerry, EsqT for 
the expences of himself and Mr. Jones on a committee to 
confer with General Washington, the sum of 145 78/90 
dollars: 

That there is due to Captain Ephraim Pennington, for 
the pay of a detachment of York county militia, raised for 
the purpose of guarding public stores in this place ||town 

4988-07—4 
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of York, II by direction of the Board of War, the sum of 
646 67/90 dollars:' 

Ordered, That the said accormts be paid. 

Whereas the Baron Steuben, a Ueutenant general in 
tho - omnio e of the King - of - Prua B ia foreign service, has, 
in a most disinterested and heroic manner, offered his 
services to these states in the quality of a volunteer: 

Resolved, That the president present the thanks of 
Congress, in behalf of these United States, to the Baron 
8teuben, for the zeal he has shewn for the cause of 
America, and the disinterested tender he has been pleased 
to make of his military talents; and inform him, that 
Congress cheerfully accept of his service as a volunteer 
in the army of these states, and wish bim to repair to 
Q«neral Washington's quarters as soon as convenient. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on the letters from Mr. Buchanan and Ur. 
Blaine; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a deputy commissary general of pur- 
chases be appointed for the middle district, in addition to 
Epbraim Blaine, Esq', deputy commissary general for the 
said district [and that the commissary general of pur- 
chases, after consulting with Mr. Blaine, be directed to 
assign that part of the district in which the additional 
deputy commissary general shall act.]" 

That tho ppo a onfa oommiaB a ria i bo ayatomt ha¥ing by oaporicDoe pfovod 
iB B uffiwim fe f OP B Hpirfying t h e- AHHy with ftevi s ion fl ) 4fe ia thewf oro the 
Opinion of yeap - ComButtoO)thftt - s aid ayatoia - bo pef e ypod to n s pooial 
eommittocyto - egMnin e-i md mnka inioh Altom fe ionSj - « md AmMtdmopte 
thoroin, a s may isanofo tho diffioultio a which ot pw»»t - ob 8 tFuet tho 
buBincflH of tho eommio s ftrioU ) d^p tt riamuti. 

> This report is in the Papen <^ the CcmUnenial Conffna, No. ISfl, n, folio U. 

* The words in brackets were on amendment. Frands Dana oOtmi the followtng: 
"That no CommlBsarj of Prieonera, appointed bj or acting nnd^ Oenenl Howe, 
Bhall be permitted to reside within any part of the United StftlM of Amariea and if 
any Bocb. commiaaary " [moompbU], 
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Resolved^ That the commissariate system be referred 
to a committee of three, who are directed to revise the 
same, and to report such alterations therein as they shall 
deem best calculated to answer the end of its institution : 
the members chosen, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. J[ona- 
than] B[ayard] Smith, and Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. 

Resolved^ That General Heath be directed to appro- 
priate to the use of the troops in the continental service, 
and of the prisoners in the eastern district, such of the 
salted provisions there, belonging to the United States, 
as cannot be preserved for the next campaign. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the commissioner of 
tiie loan oflftce in the State of Maryland, for 10,000 dol- 
lars in favour of the Marine Conunittee, to answer a 
demand made by Samuel and Robert Purviance, conti- 
nental ^ents in Baltimore; the said committee to be 
accountable : 

Sesolved, That Ebenezer Hancock, Esq' deputy pay 
master general of the eastern district, be directed, forth- 
with, to appoint an assistant pay master, constantly to 
attend and pay the army stationed in or near Providence, 
for the defence of the State of Bhode Island and Provi- 
dence Plantations, applying to Congress, from time to 
time, for the necessary supplies of money for the same ; 
and that the commanding officer in the said State be 
fully empowered to draw on the said assistant pay master 
for the necessary supplies of the army aforesaid. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasury in favour 
of the Board of War, for 350,000 dollars, of which 100,000 
dollars to be by them transmitted to Ebenezer Hancock, 
Esq. deputy pay master general at Boston, and 250,000 
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dollars to his assistant, in the State of Rhode Island ; the 
said Ehenezer Hancock to be furnished with a copy of 
this resolution, and to be Boooimtable for the whole sam. 

Seaolved, That Gteneral Heath be directed to appropriate to the ose 
of the Troops in the Contmental seirioe, and of tiie Prisoners in the 
Eastern District, such of the Salted ProvisioDB there belonging to the 
United States as cannot be preserved for the next campaign. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of the 
Board of War, for 700,000 dollars, of which 200,000 dol- 
lars to be transmitted by them to William Bedlow, assist- 
ant pay master, at Peekskill; and 500,000 dollars to 
William Palfrey, Esqf, pay master general, who is to be 
accountable for the whole sum. 

Sesolvedy That General Heath be informed, it is the 
intention of Congress that officers in the commissary, 
quarter master, and cloathier general's departments should 
receive the money required by them to make the neces- 
sary purchases, by applying to the officers at the head of 
the respective departments, and that he make no ad- 
vances in future to any of them, imless it shall be abso- 
lutely necessary, in which case, he is to inform the Board 
of ^easury of the sums advanced, and the particular 
circumstances of the case. 

Beaoltsed, That a warrant issue on Nathaniel Appleton, Ctmunis- 
sioner of the Continental Loan Office for the State of Massachosette 
Bay, for Fifty thousand Dollars in favour of the Hon. Board of War 
of said State, to be appropriated to the purpose of importing flour 
and rice, agreeable to a resolution of Congress of this date.* 

Ordered^ That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of William Palfrey, Esq' pay master general, for 
four thousand dollars, to be advanced by >'iTn to the pay 

■ Thii report is in the Paptn e^ Iht OottHntniat Oongrem, No. 13ft, II, fidio 17. 
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master, and for the use of the North Carolina light horse ; 
the said pay master general to be accountable.* 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 1778 

Besohed, That a committee of three be appointed to 
take into consideration the State of Georgia: the mem- 
bers chosen, Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett, Mr. |lF[rancis] 
L[ightfoot]|| Lee and Mr. [EUphalet] Dyer. 

The committee appointed, by Congress, in addition to 
the Board of War, to take into consideration the neces- 
sity and propriety of laying up magazines of provisions 
for the army, bronght in a report, which was read and 
debated, and sundry amendments made ; after which, 

It was moved, in lieu of the whole, 

"That the Board of War be directed to write immedi- 
ately to the president of the executive council of the 
Btate of Pensylvania on the subject of purchasing flour 
for the army, and laying up magazines, and if it should 
appear, that the said State have taken effectual measures 
for procuring tiie same, that the Board of War direct the 
transportation thereof to the army, or such magazines as 
they may think proper; but, if such measures have not 
been taken for ttiat purpose, as the Board of War may 
think will be certain and effectual, then the Board of 
War to appoint suitable persons to execute that business .' " 

ay l-ay 
ay J- ay 



>TbJfl report ii In the Papen cftlu Oonttnental Ooufp-eu, No. 186, II, folio 19. 
■Thla psngnph, in tbe irritiiig of William Ellerj, ia in the Poptri of the Oonii- 
mtalCOngren, No. 21,1, folio 139. TbeToteiBendonedanitbyOharleaThtHDjKni. 
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NasJtnty, 
Mr. WitberspooQ, 
Clark, 
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ay »y 
ay] 



North Carolina, 
Mr. FeiiD, 
Harnett, 
South OaroUna, 
Mr. I^arens, 
Georgia, 
Mr. lAagworthj, 
Wood, 



no ^no 



Mr. James Smith, 

Cliogao, 

J. a Smith, 
^rginia, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 

Harvie, 

So it passed in the negative. 
Adjourned to 3 o'Clock. 

Thbee o^Glook, p. u. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report || of 
the committee under debate in the forenoon; || which 
was agreed to as follows : 

Resolved, That one or more proper persons be immedi- 
ately employed by the Board of War, on the best terms 
in their power, to purchase thirty thousand barrels of 
flour, or wheat equivalent, and have it ground into flour, 
and to deposite twelve thousand barrels, part thereof, at 
or near Lancaster, eight thousand barrels at or near 
Reading, six thousand barrels at or near Bethlehem, two 
thousand barrels at Downingstown, and two thousand 
barrels at Pottsgrove : 

That the commissioner or commissioners employed to 
execute this business, have full power and au^ority 
to employ all mills, millers, and coopers necessary, on 
the best terms they can, to oompleat the said quantity 
of flour with all possible expedition : 

That the commissioner or commissioners be empowered 
to hire or impress waggons sufficient to make the neces- 
sary transportation of the flour to the places where it is 
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to be deposited, and to pay the hire of the said waggons, 
at the same rate paid by the quarter master general : 

That the Board of War be empowered to limit the prices 
to be given for the said wheat and flour, and to give such 
orders and directions to the commissioners as they shall 
think proper or necessary, from time to time: provided, 
that no limitation to be made by the Board of War, with 
respect to price, shall contravene any acts of the legis- 
lature of Pensylvania, or any of the regulations which 
may be made hereafter by the convention of committees 
which is to meet at New Haven, in Connecticut, on this 
fifteenth day of January : 

That these magazines, being established without the 
interference of the conmiissary general, or bis officers, 
shall, when necessary, be ordered under the direction of 
the issuing commissary general by the Board of War: 

That General Washington be directed to support the 
commissioners in the execution of their duty, with mili- 
tary force, if necessary: 

That the Board of War be empowered to direct the said 
commissioners to purchase any fat cattle and salted meat 
they meet with in their tours through the country, on the 
best terms in their power, and deliver the same to the 
commissary general of issues, or his deputies, taking their 
accoimtable receipts for what they so delivered:* 

That the Board of War enquire of his Excellency 
Thomas Wharton, Esq', president of the council of the 
State of Pensylvania, what measures have been taken by 
the legislature of that State, for laying up magazines for 
the army; and if it should appear to the Board, after such 
enquiry, that measures for that purpose have been taken 
adequate to the present critical situation of the army with 

■This report la in the Papen of the Omiinenial Oongrtu, No. 147, 1, folio 435. It is 
rigned hf Fronds Ughtfoot Lee m chftimum of the oommittee. It is endoned: 
"SutiaUy debated 13 >. m. ud poa^ioDed. Paawd Jannar; 16." 
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respect to supplies, they be authorized and directed to 
suspend the execution of the whole, or such parts of the 
foregoing resolutions, as they shall deem most conducive 
to the general weal. 

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken 
into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Resolved^ That the Board of War be authorized to direct 
Colonel Flower to make a contract with Mr. Whitehead 
Humphreys, on the terms of the former agreement, or 
such other as Colonel Flower shall deem equitable, for 
making a quantity of steel, for the supply of the conti- 
nental artificers and works with that necessary article; 
and as the iron made at the Andover works only will with 
certainty answer the purpose of making steel. Colonel 
Flower be directed to apply to the government of New 
Jersey to put a proper person in possession of these works, 
(the same belonging to persons who adhere to the ene- 
mies of these states) upon such terms as the government 
of the State of New Jersey shall think proper; and that 
Colonel Flower contract with the said person for such 
quantity of iron as he shall think the service requires. 

Resolved^ That a letter be written by the Board of War 
to the governor and council of the State of New Jeraey^ 
setting forth the peculiarity of the demand for these 
works, being the only proper means of securing iron for 
steel, an article without which the service must irrepara- 
bly suffer; and that the said governor and council be 
desired to take such means as they shall think most proper 
for putting the said works in blast, and obtaining a supply 
of iron without delay. 

Resolved, That the memorial of the Chevalier Armand 
be referred to the committee appointed by Congress to 
repair to camp for the reformation of the army : 

That the letter from Colonel Alexander Scammell to 
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General Folsom, which was referred to the Board of War, 
be referred to the committee appointed to reform the 
army; and that they be instructed to enquire, in their 
pn^ress to camp, into the state of the cloathing depart- 
ment at Lancaster, and to take such measures for the 
relief of the New Hampshire troops as shall he consistent 
with regard to the general wants of the army. 

The Board of War having reported, that, in pursuance 
of the resolution of Congress of the 8 November last, they 
have entered into articles of agreement with Mons' Fou- 
quet, the father and son, and have engaged them in the 
service of the United States; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That in compliimce with the said agreement, 
Mons^ Fouquet, the father, have the brevet rank of a cap- 
tain, and Mark Fouquet, the son, the brevet rank of lieu- 
tenant of artilleiy in the army of the United States, and 
that their brevets bear date from the 17th of November 
last, the day the contract was entered into.^ 

A memorial from W. Buchanan, Esq' commissary gen- 
eral, was read :' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A proposition being laid before Congress for supplying 
the army vrith whiskey, &c. at certain stipulated prices. 

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Board of 
War, who are directed to report thereon. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY i6. 1778 

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken 
into consideration, and after some debate thereon, 
Resolved, That the same be re-oomioitted. 
Adjourned to 3 o'Clock. 

■Thia nport Is in tli« Papert itftlit CMmmM Oonerm, Na 147, 1, folio 439, tUted 
JanoBTy IS. The mambeis preaeot were Francii Ughtfoot Lee, Williui Daer, uid 
JohnHairle. 

' This meiaoriAl, dated Jaacaatj 15, la In the Paptn i^ (A« Omtmental Oongrat, Sio. 
41, 1, folio 164. 
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Tebee o'clock, p. m. 

A letter, of the 11, from Governor Johnson, of Mary- 
land, was read :' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the 
committee on the letter of the 2, from the council and 
assembly of the State of Pensylvania; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congress highly applaud the rising 
spirit of the inhabitants of Pensylvania, to regain the 
capital of their State and drive out our cruel invaders; 
that Congress are ready and willing with all their power 
to co-operate with them for effecting this salutary pur- 
pose ; that to this end, the committee appointed to go to 
the camp, be directed to consult with the president and 
council of the State of Pensylvania, and with General 
Washington, on the subject, and if upon consultation the 
measure shall be deemed practicable, that they be fully 
empowered to call on the neighbouring states for such 
aids as they shall think necessary, and take every meas- 
ure which they shall think proper for effecting the end 
proposed. 

Besohed, That Mr. J[onathan] B[ayard] Smith be 
added to the committee for printing the journals of 
Congress. 

Besolvedf That the letter of 18th December from Colonel 
Campbell, || which was referred to the Board of War,|| be 
referred to the committee appointed to go to the camp. 

Ordered, That the letters of the general officers, which 
were delivered by General Washington to the committee 
lately sent to the camp, and which were by them laid upon 
the table, agreeable to the order of Congress, for the 
perusal of the members, be returned to the General by 
the committee now going to the camp. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock |jto Morrow.|| 

'Thk letter ia in the Papen of the Contmaital Oongrat, Ho. 70, folio 837. 
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 1778 

Mr. [Charles] Carroll and Mr. [Jamra] Forbes, two of 
the delegates from Maryland, attended and produced the 
credentlalB of their appointment, which were read as 
follows : 
Bt the Obnxsaz. AasBHBLT or IHB Statb of Mabtlakd, 

Dec. eSd, 1777. 
Beaolved, That Samuel Chase, George Plater, Charles Carroll, of 
CarroUtoa, Thomas Stone, Jamee Forbes, and John Henry, jun. esqrs. 
or any two of them, be delegates to represent titin state in Congress, 
for and during the term of one year. By order, 

A. C. Hamson, C. S. 
G. DtrvALL, 0. E. D. 

The Committee on the Treastiiy brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Eesohed, That ten millions of dollars be borrowed on 
the credit of the United States, at an annual interest of 
six per cent, and that loan o£&ce certificate of the fol- 
lowing denominations be forthwith struck, under the 
direction of the Treasury Board, [and signed by Michael 
Hillegas, Esq' treasurer, or Samuel Eillegas, and coun- 
tersigned by the respective commissioners who shall bor- 
row the money,] viz : 



tificat 


(not 300 


loUaisei 


loh, 666,600 


do. 


of 300 


do. 


999,900 


do. 


of 400 


do. 


1, 83S, 200 


do. 


of 500 


do. 


1,666,600 


do. 


of 600 


do. 


1,999,800 


do. 


of 1000 


do. 


8,884,000 



10,000,000' 
Besohed, That the committee to whom was referred 

the letter from the council of safety of New York, be 

discharged from that service. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 

>Thls npoTt is in the Paptn of the OorttinmbU Oangrtm, No. 136, H, folio 81. The 
words In bmcketo were inwited by Elbildce Qaij. 
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MONDAY, JANUARY ig, 1778 

A letter, of the 18th, from W. SMppen, Jun. director 
general, and one, of the 12, from Jonathan Hudson, at 
Baltimore, were read:' 

Ordered, That the letter from J. Hudson be referred to 
the Board of Treasury. 

BooolTod, Thftt Mp. [ Jomoo j- Forboo bo added to - the 
Committoo of Comjaoro er 

Resolved, That a member be elected from the delegates 
of Maryland, to be added to the Marine Goiomittee : The 
member chosen, Mr. [James] Forbes, 

Resolved, That four members be added to the Board of 
Treasury, and that any three of the members form a 
board, and be empowered to proceed to business: the 
members chosen, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, ifo i J. B. S mithy 
Mr. [Daniel] Roberdeau, Mr. [James] Forbes and Mr. 
[Edward] Langworthy. 

A petition from Captain Durkee, Lieutenant Spauld- 
ing, and Timothy Pierce, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed 
to repair to the army. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the Treasurer in 
favour of the Board of War for 500 dollars, advanced at 
their request, to enable them to send off the several sums 
of money ordered by Congress to camp, Albany, and 
Boston ; the said Boiurd to be accountable.' 

In consequence of an adjustment by the commissioners 
of claims, the assistant auditor reports, 

■ The letter of Bbippeu is to the Papen of Iht CbnhtwntoJ Oanfrat, No. 7S, XX, 
folio 171. 
■This lepoit ij In the Paptrt of&a GotitMmied Gangmt, No. 136, II, lolio 26. 



,y Google 



Jamtary, 1778 61 

That there is due to a detachment of York conuty 
militia, commanded by Captain fiphraim Pennington, 
appointed as guards to the public stores, &c. in this 
place lithe town of York,|| for parts of rations retained 
by the issuing commissary, the sum of 73 66/90 dollars:* 

Ordered, That the said account be paid. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of 
the Muine Committee of the 8 January; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That offtcers of the navy, not in actual serv- 
ice, be entitled to their pay, but not to rations, nor to the 
Bubsistance money allowed by the resolution of the 25 
July, 1777. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the allowance to be made to officers captured 
by the enemy : Whereupon, 

Beaolved, That all continental officers in the land serv- 
ice, who are or may be captured by the enemy, be allowed 
their pay while in the enemy's possession, and also when 
admitted on their parole, for so long time as they con- 
tinue to be officers of the United States, and liable to be 
called into service upon being released from their cap- 
tivity ; and that their rations be allowed them during the 
term of their captivity; deducting therefrom such sup- 
plies as they may, in that time, have received from the 
enemy, [or from ttie commissary of prisoners:]' 

That all flying camp and militia officera captured by the 
enemy, while in the service of the United States, be al- 
lowed their pay while in the enemy's possession ; and also 
their rations during the term of their captivity, deduct- 
ing therefrom such supplies as they may, in that time, 
have received from the enemy, or from the commissary 
of prisoners ; and also that pay be allowed to such flying 
camp and militia officers, who have been or may be ad- 

^Ti^ngaitiBlaih^ Paper* of iht OmtlnmUal Oongnm, No. ISO, H, folio 33. 
'Wotdsinaerted by Suuy lAnrcM. 
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mitted to their parole for so long time as i^e soldiers 
under their respectlTe commands were ordered into 
service.* 
Adjourned to 3 o'Clock. 

Thbee o'Glooe, p. h. 

The Board of War, to whom the memorial from Wil- 
liam Buchfuian, was referred, brought in a report, which 
was taken into consideration : Whereupon, 

Besolvedf That copies of the proposals of William 
Buchanan Esq', commissary general of purchases, for 
establishing a communication to transport provisions from 
South Quay, on Albemarle Sound, in the State of North 
Cfurolina, to Elkridge Landing, at the head of Patapsco, 
in the State of Maryland, be transmitted to the governors 
of the States of North Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland, 
and that it be earnestly recommended to them forthwith 
to establish a sufficient number of waggons and boats, 
under the direction of active and careful persons, for 
transporting weekly five hundred barrels of meat across 
the communication in their respective states, as specified 
in Mr. Buchanan*s proposals,' or on such other as they 
shall deem more eligible, and to open proper roads, if 
necessary, for such purpose. 

Resolved, That the said governors be desired to co- 
operate with each other in this matter, and to communi- 
cate, from time to time, to the Board of War, their 
opinions and proceedings relative thereto : 

That the governors of the respective states above men- 
tioned, be authorized to draw bills on the continental 

'This report, in the writing of William Ellery, is is the Papen of Vu QmCwiodoI 
Oongrm, Ho. 21, 1, folio 137. It vu read in Congnea, December 23, 1777. 

*"Fn»n the beet Informstioti I can give on the snbject, the inland roate&omN. 
Oaz^dina ia aa to the ehorteat land carrii^ aa at loot As conndenble suppUee of 
pork, aalt and other artidea are to be looked for not only from Carolina but from the 
ditterant liTen mentioaed In the route, permit me to anggeat to OongtMi the pnv 
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treasniy, for sncb sums of money as may be necessary for 
procuring waggons and proper boats for the purposes 
specified in the foregoing resolution.^ 

A letter, of the 6th, from Br^adiers M'Intosb, EnoX| 
Maxwell, Poor, Weedon, Huntington, Scott, Paterson, 
and Vamum, and 

A letter, of the 12, from Major General Greene, 
respecting the promotion of General CJonway, were 
read:' 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

A letter, of the 31 October last, from Mons^ Ferd. 
Jt^eph Bebast. de Brabme ; one, of i^e 20, and one of 
the 31 December from Governor Clinton, llof New York,|| 
and one, of the 7 and 8 inst. from Governor Livingston, 
of New Jersey, were read :' 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

fdeAj of eatabliehii^ boats and waggona at the several stages to be ased at nott 
tames as the months ol the rivers are In posNseion of the enem^. 

"This commonication being in the hands of the pnblic would, If aided bjr tba 
nepectiye states eSectoallj stop all pedUng hijmiotu to their service." 

"Will. Bvcbahas C. Q. P. 
" York town 16 Jany. 1778. 
"From Bonth Uoar, Albemarle, to BoSolk on James River 16 miles 13 Waggnis 
James River to York Kver 2 S do 

York River to Rappahanock 20 14 do 

Bappahanock to Potomack 12 9 do 

Rladensborgh, on Potomack, to Elkridge landing 2S 17 do 

70 66 

"Tbeoce to the head of Chesapeak bay la verj rarelf interrupted by the enemies 
■hips. 

"'Dm waggons above mentioned would bring on stores eqnal in wt. to 600 bbs 
pork weekly w^ with the use of the bay when safe w' I expect answer the pnipoae 
tnview."— ^oteinlAciCS. Jburnof. 

> This t&pOTt, dated January 17, la in the Pc^tn of tkt Cbntinsntol Qmgnm, Ko. 
147, 1, folio 443. The Members present were Frauds Ugbtfoot Lee, William Doer, 
John Harvie, Jonathan Bayard %iJth, and Edward langworthy. 

■The joint letter Is in the i\ip«n(>^aeam<m«ntaIOnvKi^Na 182; fdlo 278; that 
of Qieene is in No. 165, 1, folio 61. 

*The letter of Clinton is In the Paper* of th* Cbntinmbil CbnffKW, Na 67, II, foUo 
98; those of Livingston are in So. 6B, foUos 817 and 321. 
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A letter of 23 December from John Adams, was read, 
mforming Congress of his accepting the office of commis- 
sioner to the court of France.* 

Also a letter, of titte 13, from General Washington, was 
read,' wherein he recommends " the Chevalier de Mauduit 
du Plessis to be promoted to the rank of Heutenant colonel, ' * 
and mentions that "the gallant conduct of this young 
gentleman, at Brandywine, Germantown, and his distin- 
guished services at Fort Mercer, where he united the offices 
of engineer and commandant of artillery, entitle him to the 
particular notice of Congress;" that "he made several 
judicious alterations in the works at Bed Bank, shewed 
great good conduct during the action, in which the Hes- 
sians were repulsed;'' that "after the evacuation was 
determined on, he became the means of saving some 
valuable artillery and stores, and cheerfully undertook, 
as volunteer, the hazardous operation of blowing up the 
magazine, &c. without the apparatus usually provided 
upon such occasions;" adding in Mr. du Plessis's favoiir, 
" that he possesses a degree of modesty not always found 
in men who have performed brilliant actions:" Where- 
upon, 

Besolvedf That a brevet of lieutenant colonel be granted 
to the Chev^er de Mauduit du Plessis, as a reward for 
his services and an encouragement to merit ; and that his 
commission bear date the 26 November, 1777, in order 
that the recompence may more immediately follow the 
services which he has done. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

'Thia l«tter is printed in ttie RtnobUionaty D^tbnuOio Oorrapmdawe (Whwton), 
11,458. 
* Thia letter !a in ttwAptrxt^lA* Oontmenlal Oimgrai, No. 1% V, falio 271. 
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TUESDAY. JANUARY so, 1778 

Mr. [John] Henry, a delegate from Maryland, and Mr. 
G[ouvemeiir] Morris, a delegate from New York, attended, 
and took their seats. 

Beaolved, That the Board of War be directed to enquire 
of General Gates, whether he can go to camp, agreeable to 
his appointment, for the purple mentioned in the reso- 
lution of the 10th instant and when he can set out on that 
business. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the Treasurer in favour 
of Whitehead Humphreys, for 3,022 61/90 dollars, being 
the balance of his account for steel he furnished Colonel 
Flower, commissary general of military stores, as per his 
depuly, Cornelius Sweer's certificate, and agreeable to a 
contract made by direction of the Board of War ; the said 
commissary general to be accountable : 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the Treasurer in favour 
of Lawellin Barry, an express rider, for 200 dollars, to be 
advanced him; and for which he is to be accountable.' 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the Treasurer in favour 
of William Dodd, an express rider, for 200 dollars, to be 
advanced him ; and for which he is to be accountable. 

Resolved, That the resolution passed yesterday, repect- 
ing the pay of officers of the navy not in actual service, 
be re -considered. 

The Board of War laid before Congress a letter of 8 
January, from GJovemor Livingston, of New Jersey : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Adjourned to 3 o'Clock. 

'TUsiepoTtiflinths Aip<n(i^aeCbntHiantaJ(3>ivr«M, No. 180, U, Iolio37. 
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Three o'Clook, p. h. 

A letter, of the 29 December, from General Schuyler, 
was read, wherein, among other things, he presses for a 
speedy enquiry into his conduct; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the committee appointed to enquire into 
the causes of the evacuation of Ticouderoga and Mount 
Independence, and into the conduct of the general offi- 
cers in the northern department, proceed immediately on 
that business, and report to Congress on Monday next. 

Resolved, That Mr. [James] Lovell be added to the 
aforesaid committee, in the room of Mr. [Francis] Dana, 
who is absent. 

A letter, of the 12, from General Wiuhington, and one, 
of the 17th, from Brigadier General SmaUwood, respect- 
ing some captures taken in the Delaware, were read:^ 

Ordered^ That they be referred to the Marine Com- 
mittee. 

A letter, of the 24 December last, from Samuel A. Otis, 
deputy cloathier general at Boston, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A petition from sundry inhabitants of the western 
frontiers was read : 

Orderedy That it be referred to the commissioners ap- 
pointed to repair to the western frontiers : 

The Board of Wor toportod, that thoy - haTo - oonfopfod 
ffi^t - GonoMl - GotoOj and that ho hao offowMi ouch s tron g 
goo a one for hia not goinyto wunp - a a mdooo them to re 
port thoij opinion - tbot - ho - should bo oaouBod ; ■ ond tho i t 
ono - or two - momboK i of - Ooi^ y oBfl - bo added to t he - eoc a- 
mittoo. — WhoTOupon^ 

Bo 8 olTod, - Tbat Gonorol Gatoo bo ogou s od: 

' The letter of Washlngtoa is in the Paptr* of (Ae CmixneviaL Qmgnu, No. 162, V, 
folio 263; that of Smftllwood ta in Ho. 161, folio 139. 
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The committee who conduct the business of the Board 
of War until the new commissioners for that Board meet, 
reported to Congress sundry reasons assigned by General 
Ctetes, why the members of the Board of War ought 
immediately to enter upon the business of their depart- 
ment; Whereupon, 

Resolved^ That General Gates, General Mifflin, and 
Colonel Pickering, be excused from attending upon the 
business recommended to them by the resolution of the 
10th, and that General Mifflin , Colonel Pickering, and 
Colonel Trumbull, be directed immediately to repair to 
this place. 

Besolved, That two more members be added to the com- 
mittee appointed to repair to the camp, to execute the busi- 
ness prescribed in the resolution of the 10th ||instant:|| 
the members chosen, Mr. [Charles] Carroll and Mr. 
G[ouvemeur] Morris. 

A letter, of the 9th, from Thomas Webb, a prisoner at 
Bethlehem, directed to Mr. [Daniel] Boberdean, was laid 
before Congress, and read:^ 

Ordered, That it he referred to the Board of War. 

The Board of War brought in a report: 

Orderedf That the same be taken into consideration 
to morrow. 

Ordered, That Mr. [Francis] Lewis have leave of ab- 
sence for eight days. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clook to Morrow. 

1 This letter is in the Poftr* of Hm Ctmltnenbi/ Cbnjrrai, No. 78, XXIII, folio 4SS. 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY ai, 1778 

A letter, of the 18, from George Bead, Eaqf, president 
of the state of Delaware, was read : 

A letter of the 20th, from W. Buchanan, commissary 
general of purchases, was read.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Com- 
merce. 

Congress according to the order of the day, resumed 
the consideration of the resolution passed 19tti, respect- 
ing the pay of the officers of the navy, and sundry amend- 
ments being made, and some agreed to, 

On motion, Resolved, That the original resolution, with 
the amendments, be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. G[ouTemeur] Morris, Mr. 
[John] Harvie and Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 

Ordered, That the committee sit on this business, and 
report this afternoon. 

Adjourned to 3 o'Clock. 

Thbee o'Cloox, p. h. 

The committee appointed to devise effectual means to 
prevent persons disaffected to the interest of the United 
States from being employed in any of the important offices 
thereof, brought in a report : 

The Ck>mimttoe appointed to devise effectual means to prevent per- 
sons disaffected to the interests of the United States from being 
employed in any of the important Offices thereof, beg leave to report 
the follov Besolntions: 

Beaoloed, That all Commissioned officers in the Army or Navy of 
these United States; the Commissioners of the Navy boards; the 
Qnarter Master General, Deputy Qoarter Master generals; Commis- 

■Thelettvof FiMident B«m1 ii in the iVp«n i^ (b CbntNUNtal Omgrm,TSo.l^ 
folio 648. 
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nries of fotage, fora^fe master; Commiasarifis of Stores, deputies sod 
assistiuit qaarter masters; the Commissary Geoeral and deputy Com- 
missary generals of Porcltases and issues, and their Deputies and assist- 
ant Commissaries; allCommissariesof other departments; all Officers 
of the Staff in the Army; the Treasurer, auditor general, Deputy 
anditor general and all other auditors and Commissioners of accounts; 
the Poet Master, Surveyors and Comptroller general of the Post office, 
Postmasters and post riders; the Clothier General and his Deputies; 
the Director CJeneral depaty directors and all Surgeons and Physi- 
cians of the Hospitals and Army; and all clerks in every public office 
and Department, who are already ^tpointed, shall within one montli 
after notice hereof, and all such as may hereafter be appointed and 
accept of their appointments, immediately thereupon, previous to act- 
ing therein, severally take and subscribe the following oath (or if one 
of the people called quakera. Affirmation) (filling up the blank with 
their name and Office). 

I , do solemnly swear, or affirm, that I acknowledge 

the thirteen United States of America, namely. New Hampshire, Mas- 
sachosetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence pUntations, Connecticut, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vii^nia, 
North Carolinia, Soath Carolina, and Georgia to be free Sovereign 
and Independant States, and that the people thereof owe no Allegiance 
or obedience to George the 8'^, King of Great Britun, and that 
neither the said King, nor the Parliament of Great Britain, nor any 
foreign Prince, Power or Potentate whatsoever, ought to have any 
power, right. Authority or jurisdiction over the said United States or 
any of them, or the Subjecte thereof. And that I will to the ntmoat of 
my power support maintain and defend the said United States against 
the said King George the third, his heirs and socceasors, and his and 
their i^nts, abettors and assistanto, and will faithfully serve the 
said United States in the office I now bold, and in any other office, 
which I may hereafter hold by their appointment or under their 
Authority, according to the best of my Skill and understanding. So 
help me God. 

Which oath or Affirmation the Commander in Chief or any Major 
General or Brigadier General is authorized and directed to administer 
to all Officers of the Army, or in any of the above mentioned Depart- 
ments, whose business require their attendance with the Army. And 
all officers of the Navy to take the said Oath before the Commiasionera 
of any of the Navy boards where ConTenient, or otherwise before any 
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Judge or Josfdoe of the Peace in the State wherein they respeotiTely 
reside or ahall receive their Commisaion or warraot A nd all commia - 
sioners of the Xavy boards, Auditors, Cotomiseioners of aocoantB, 
Commiasaries, Quarter Masters, and all otbere officers before aboTe 
mentioned whose business doth not require a steady Attendance with 
the Army, and who act in a Civil Department, to take the said Oath 
or affirnution before any Judge or Justice of the Peace of the State 
wherein they may BespeoUvely reside. 

And all persons whatsoever holding or who may hereafter be 
appointed to hold and ezerciee any of the above mentioned ofiBces or 
appointments, or any other future offioe or appointment, (aac^ftinff 
ojlcen in the JKUiiary lina of the Army Commanding Diviaioru, 
£riffades or in Saitaliona or aompaniea and also o_0oers commartding 
in the Tfavy) shall at the time of taking the abovementioned Oath, or 
affirmation, also take an oath or affirmation of office in the following 
words. 

1 , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 

truly and impartially to the utmost of my skill and andetBtanding, 

execute the office of , to which I am appointed under the United 

States of America, and render a true Account of all monies by me 
received or expended on public account and of all stores or other 
effects with me entrusted which belong to the said United States, and 
in all respects to the utmost of my ability, discharge the trust reposed 
in me with strict justice and integrity. 

Which several oaths or affirmations being subscribed and attested, 
the person administeriog shall deliver the same to the Deponent or 
affirmant, together with a duplicate thereof in like manner subscribed 
and attested. And all officers in the Military line shall cause their 
Oath or affirmation to be delivered to the Commander in Chief or 
Commander of a separate Department under whom they serve, or such 
other person as by General orders shall be appointed to receive the 
same, which the Commander in Chief and Commander of each sepa- 
rate Department shall cause to be sent to the Secretary of Congress, 
]:etaining an exact list of all officers so qualified with their Bank and 
time of Qualifying. All officers in the Nary shall send or deliver their 
oaths or Qualifications to the Navy board most convenient, who are 
required to transmit the same, together with their own qualifications 
to the Marine Committee as soon as conrenientiy may be. And all 
other peraons above directed to take the said Otaths or affirmations 
are required upon the taking and subscribing thereof to send or 
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deliver the same to the Secretuy of t^e Slate to which they reBpec- 
tively belong, or to snch other person or persona as the Governor or 
President of anch State shall direct, who is requested to caase the 
same when received to be transmitted to the Secretary of Congress. 
Each Deponent or afiSrmaot to retain and keep the I)uplicate of hia 
Qualifications as a voooher of his compliance with the duty hereby 
enjoined him. 

Resolved, That for the greater care and despatch in taking the before 
mentioned qualifications a Number of the forms thereof be imme- 
diately Printed, and sent to the CommaQder in Chief of the Army, the 
Commander in each separate Department, and to the Governor or 
President of each respective State. 

Beeol/oed^ That if any officer of the Army or Navy or in any of the 
before mentioned Departments already appointed or who may here- 
after be appointed and accepte of his appointment and neglecte or 
refuses to take the before mentioned oath, oaths or affirmations, and 
to deliver the same in manner required as soon as time and Circam- 
staoces will admit, eveiy such officer or person so neglecting or refoa- 
ing shall be inunediately Cashiered and forfeit two months' pay to the 
use of these United States, and be rendered incapable of serving in the 
Army, of the said States or of executing thereafter any office under 
Congress. 

And whereas many persons employed as Deputy or assistant Com- 
missaries, Quarter Masters or forage masters ore dispersed in various 
parts of this Continent, over whom neither Congress or the head of 
their Department can have the inmiediate inspection, and many falsely 
call themselves publick officers in some Department, 

Resolved Therefore that it be earnestly recommended to the Legisla- 
tive and Executive Authority of eacb State to take effectual measures 
for preventing any person whomsoever within their Stete from exer- 
dsing the Office of Commissaiy, Quarter Master, forage Master, or any 
other public employment who shall not be able to produce a legal 
appointment thereto together with a duplicate of the above oath or 
a£Brmation to any Magistrate when required, or who shall neglect or 
refuse to take the aforesaid oaths or affirmations, or who is of a doubtful 
and suspicious character, respecting either his integrity or Attachment 
to the interest of these States. And also to apprehend [arrest] confine 
or Biispend every such officer who shall prove guilty of any Malprac- 
tices, or embezzle the Public money, or otherwise appear unfit or 
diaqualified for such employment: and to appoint others in the room 
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of tliose displaced nntill the pleasure of Coogress can be known, to 
whom a particular aooonnt thereof is to be immediately forwarded. 

Besohed, That every person employed either as Commissary, Quar- 
ter Master, foraf;^ Master, or in any other C^vil Department of the 
Army shall be subject to trial by Court Martial for neglect of duty, or 
other offence committed in the execution of their office, and upon con> 
Tiction shall suffer death, or such other ponishment as shall beadjodged 
by sentence of such Court Martial. 

And every person in any civil Department of the Army, or in any 
other Civil Department under the United States of America not imme- 
diately serving in the Army with whom money or any public stores 
shall be entrusted, receiving salary, fee or reward for his services to 
the public, and who shall wilfully waate embezzle or misapply such 
money or stores, shall be deemed goilty of felony, and upon indictment 
and due proof thereof in a Court of Justice proper for trying such 
Offences in the State where committed, shall suffer death, or such 
other punishment as shall be adjudged by such Court. 

IVovided, no person shall be tried in any Court of Judicature for the 
same offence, for which he had previous thereto been tried by a Court 
Martial; or be arrested or called to trial by a Court Martial for any 
offence not expressly made ct^nizable before them, or for which the 
offender may be under arrest, indictment or imprisonment by the civil 
authority. 

Resolved, That every person in the service of these United States 
shall be answerable for and liable to make good all Damage the United 
Stetes have sustained or may sustain by his neglect of duty, embezzle- 
ment of public money or stores, or any other fraudulent practice; 
which damage and all debts or accounts due to the United States to be 
recovered in any Court of Becord where the same is cognizable in the 
State where the Defendant may be found, at the suit of the Treasurer 
of the United States of America for the time being. 

Meaoimed, That the Executive power of each respective State be, 
and they are hereby requested and fully empowered to superintend, 
and cause a strict inquiry to be made into the Conduct of all those in 
the Commissary's or Quarter Master's Departments, or in any other 
CivU Department under Congress within their State, and also arrest 
imprison, displace, or suspend all those in the above mentioned Depart- 
ments who are under pay, and render no adequate service or shall be 
guilty of peculation, misapplication of Public money, embezzlement 
ol Btores, or live in idleness or extravagance in neglect of their du^, 
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or who Id any respect conduct themselves onworthy of Uie station 
theyfill; aod to appoint others, where sach appointmttnts may appear 
necessary, transmitting to Congress as soon as possible, the names, 
stations and ranks of all those displaced or sospended, with the offence 
occasioning the same and the names of those by them appointed.* 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration 
to morrow. 

The committee to whom was referred the resolatlon of 
the 19th, respecting the pay of the officers of the navy, 
and the amendments adopted and proposed, brought in a 
report, which was read; 

Whereas sundry Officers lately belonging to Ships and Vessels of 
the United States of America, by reason of the Ijoss of such Ships 
and Vessels or otherwise are not now In actual Service, and other sach 
Officers and Men are now and hereafter may be in Captivity, 

Resolved, That the Navy Boards of the Several Districts do fortb- 
with and thereafter once in every three Months make retom to the 
Marine Committee of the Officers not in Service as aforesaid, and of 
their past Services or Neglect of Duty; that the Said Committee do 
from Time to Time dismiss such of the Said Officers as they may think 
proper, and that the Bemainder do receive their I^y, but no Bations 
or Subsistence Money; and further, 

Resolved, That the Officers and Men who are or may be in Captivity 
be allowed their full Fay and the same Provisions as when on Board 
the Ships in the Service of the Sud States, deductiug therefrom all 
such Provisions as may be issued to them respectively by the Com- 
missary of Prisoners or any other Person on Account of the Said 
States.* 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed 
till to morrow. 

A letter, of the 12, from the commissioners for Indian 
affairs in the northern department, enclosing a letter from 
the Bev. E. Wheelock, and intelligence from Colonel 

*Thia report, in tha writing of Abratum Glvk, is in the Papen of At Oon^Mnial 
Omffmt, Ko. 23, folio 33. See under Febnuuy 8, 1778, pod. 

* Tbia report, in the writing of Oouveroeor Hoirii, is Id the Aiperi o/ (ft« Omtmoilal 
OanffrtM, No. 28, folio 1S7. 
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Bedell ; one, of the same date, from James Doane, Esq% 
were read : 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter of the 12, from Major General Schuyler, and 
one, of the 6th, from Major General Arnold, were read:^ 

Ordered, ThattheybereferredtotheBoardof Treasury. 

The Board of War reported, 

That having conferred with Mr. Ellas Boudinot, com- 
missary of prisoners, on the 21 December, and carefully 
examined the evidences produced by him, they esteem it 
their duty to state to Congress the following facts, relating 
to the American prisoners in the power of the enemy : 

That as far as can be collected from the testimony of 
prisoners and inhabitants, who have left the enemy, there 
are about 900 privates and 300 officers in the city of New 
York, and about 500 privates and fifty officers in the city 
of Philadelphia : 

That the privates in New York have been crowded all 
summer in sugar houses, and the officers boEkrded on Long 
Island, except about thirty, who have been confined in 
the provost guard and in the most loathsome gaols : 

That since the beginning of October all these prisoners, 
both officers and privates, have been confined in prison 
ships or the provost: 

That the privates in the city of Philadelphia have been 
kept in the two public gaols, and the officers in the state 
house: 

That from the best evidence which the nature of the 
subject will admit of, it appears that the general allow- 
ance of provisions at the most, does not exceed four 
ounces of meat and the same quantity of bread, (often so 
damaged as not to be eatable) per man per day, and oft- 

' The letter of the IndUn CommiBMonere is in the Paper* of tht Coniintntal Congrtu, 
No. 166, toUo 877; that of Schnrler is in Na 163, III, foUo 264. 
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tames much leas; although the professed allowanoe is 
from e^ht to ten ounces; and that the prisoners have 
been treated in general {officers not excepted,) with a 
cruelty scarce to be paralleled, and with the most studied 
and illiberal insult : 

That it has been a common practice with the enemy, 
on a prisoner being first captured, to keep him three, 
four, and even five days, without a morsel of provisions 
of any kind, and then to tempt >iiy" to inlist with the new 
levies, in order to save his life : 

That there are numerous instances of prisoners of war 
perishing in all the agonies of hunger from their severe 
treatment. 

That being generally stripped of what cloaths they have 
when taken, they have sufEered greatly for want tliereof 
during their confinement : 

That in the beginning of last summer, bills of exchange 
to the amount of £600 sterling, purchased of David 
Franks, British conmiissary of prisoners, residing within 
the jurisdiction of these states, were sent into New York 
for the relief of the prisoners ; that every obstacle was 
thrown in the way to prevent the negotiation of these 
bills, and after a delay of two months, they were returned 
to Mr. Boudinot, the American commissary of prisoners : 

That the American commissary of prisoners had per- 
mission to send in provisions from the Hudson's and Bari- 
ton rivers into New York, and to purchase cloathing there 
for about two months' past; but, on this condition, that 
the sloop, carrying the provisions, stop at the man of war 
stationed in the mouth of Hudson's river, where the hands 
are taken on board of the ship, and the agent for American 
prisoners in New York is obliged to send hands from thence 
to take the sloop over to the city and return her again to the 
man of war, which not only renders it very tedious and 
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expensive, but prevents getting sloops for the purpose, as 
very few owners chuse to trust their vessels in the enemy's 
hands, and to remain prisoners on board of the man of 
war till the sloop returns: 

That provisions, which have been sent into the city of 
New York for the subsistence of the American prisoners, 
have been prevented by a public ordinance from being sold 
at a higher rate than 458 per c! [hundred] for flour, 
although the current price of that article was six poimds 
per c* [hundred], and it actually sold current at that 
price betwixt individuals, while the flour belonging to 
these states was sold at the ordinance price : 

That the American prisoners^ in the power of the enemy 
have not had any allowance made to them for their sub- 
sistance, although the British officers in the power of 
these states have been allowed, by a resolution of Con- 
gress, two dollars a week for their subsistance: 

That in consequence of repeated remonstrances from 
General Washington to General Howe concerning the 
injurious treatment of prisoners in his power, General 
Howe, in his letter to General Washington in November 
last, promised, "that a commissary should be permitted 
to carry in a supply of cloathing, money and other neces- 
saries for the prisoners in Philadelphia, and to visit the 
places where they were confined:" 

That on a conference which passed betwixt Mr. Fer- 
guson, the British commissary of prisoners, and Mr. 
Boudinot, the commissary of prisoners for these states, 
who was ordered by General Washington to visit the 
prisoners, i^eeable to General Howe's promise, Mr. Fer- 
guson said, that he was desired by General Howe to let 
Mr. Boudinot know, "that there could be no necessity 
for his coming into the city, as he would see that the 

>Tha <»lgtiul nport hu the word "ofBcen." 
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prisoners were properly dealt by;" and Mr. Bondinot 
was not suffered to go in : 
That, on this conference, Mr. Fei^oson, the British 

commissary of prisoners, complaining of the inattention 
paid to the supplying of prisoners in their hands with 
doaths, said, "that there was plenty of cloathingin Phil- 
adelphia, which we were at liberty to purchase for pro- 
Tisions, and to appoint agents for that purpose ; that on 
Mr. Boudinot's expressing ids doubt on this point, Mr. 
Ferguson shewed great surprize at his unbelief, and 
assured him repeatedly that full liberty to purchase 
eloathing would be granted:" 

That Mr. Fergnson, in his letter of the 2d December 
says, " that permission will be given to send in eloathing 
to our prisoners, but that General Howe does not think 
fit to allow it to be purchased in Philadelphia." 

Congress taking into consideration the foregoing facts, 
and considering, that during the whole time in which the 
American prisoners have suffered such unparalleled rigour 
and insult, and every obstacle has been thrown in the 
way to obstruct their relief, the prisoners taken from the 
enemy have been plentifully supplied with provisions, 
either at the expence of these states or by commissaries 
in the service of the enemy, permitted to reside, and pur- 
chase, without controul, within the jurisdiction of these 
states; that their officers have been admitted, on their 
parole, in good quarters, and a weekly allowance made 
them ; that few, even of their privates, have been, for 
any time, confined in gaol; but, on the contrary, that 
they have been permitted to work abroad, and to receive 
the full price of their labour ; thereupon. 

Resolved, That the allowance of two dollars a week to 
officers, who are prisoners of war to these United States, 
do cease, unless to those officers who may be entitled 
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thereto by any contract made on or before their captivity 
or surrender:^ 

That neither David Franks, nor any other t^^nt or 
person whatsoever, be permitted to negotiate billa within 
these United States for the supply of prisonera taken from 
the enemy, or to purchase provisions, or other necessaries 
for such purpose, within the jurisdiction of these states, 
except in the manner herein-after provided: * 

That every British conmiissary, or any other persons 
or agents, employed to supply prisoners taken from the 
enemy, with provisions, shall make returns of the prison- 
ers under his or their respective care to the purchasing 
oonunissary of the district, wherein such prisoners are 
confined, who shall deliver a sufficient number of rations 
for their weekly or monthly subsistance, as circumstances 
shall render necessary, taking duplicate promissory 
receipts for the same, payable in thirty days after date, 
one of which receipts shall be forthwith transmitted to 
the commissary general of purchases, or to the deputy 
commissary general of the department in which the pro- 
visions are supplied: 

That the provisions so received shall be paid for in the 
manner prescribed by the resolution of Congress of the 
19 DecCTiber last ; and, in case the same shall be accounted 
for in gold and sUver, the commissary general or deputy 
conunissary of purchases receiving the same, shall remit 
it, without delay, to the Board of Treasury, in order that 
the same may be applied as a fund for reUeving the dis- 
tresses of the prisoners in the power of the enemy : 

That, in case failure shall be made by any person sign- 
ing such receipt, in discharging the amount, when it shall 
become due, no farther provisions shall be issued for the 

*Th«H pwagnphs wem not in the original report, but are foond aa ainendmaita 
in the Papen qfthe QmtmmkU OongreM, No. 147, 1, folio Ml. 
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maintenance of the prisoners under the care of the person 
or persons so failing: 

That, in return for the pennisaion hereby given to pur- 
chase provisions of the American commissaries, for the 
ose of the enemy's prisoner, General Washington be 
directed to demand of General Howe, liberty to purchase 
cloathing in such places as may be under his power, for 
the use of the American prisoners; the cloathing so fur- 
nished to be paid for either in gold or silver, or in provi- 
sion, to be sent in and sold at the market price : and that. 

In case General Howe should chuse to order provision 
and other necessaries to be sent out for the supply of the 
prisoners in our power, instead of the mode proposed by 
the former resolutions, he be permitted to send what 
supplies may, from time to time, be necessary, to such 
post as the Ajnerican commissary of prisoners shall direct, 
which provision when sent out, shall be issued to the 
prisoners by persons appointed by General Howe for that 
purpose, provided that permits be granted by General 
Howe for transporting provisions either by land or water, 
as shall be most convenient, from the states of NewTork, 
New Jersey, Pensylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, for the 
use of the American prisoners in the cities of New York, 
and Philadelphia, and in the town of Newport, in Rhode 
Island ; and the provisions so sent in, be issued out by 
commissaries or by other persons appointed for such pur- 
pose, by th^e states, who shall be permitted to reside at 
the places where the prisoners are confmed: 

That, in return for the permission given by the resolu- 
tion of Congress of the 21 May, 1776, for a commissioned 
officer from the British army to visit monthly the prison- 
era in the power of these states, *' in order to count their 
numbers and certify their rolls," General Washington be 
directed to demand peremptorily of General Howe, a like 
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permission, or to agree npon Any other equal mode, for 
ascertaining the situation of the American prisoners, 
which shall he deemed most expedient ; and in case of 
General Howe's refusal to give satisfaction on this point, 
that (General Washington regulate his future conduct hy 
the conduct of General Howe : 

That General Washington be directed to require of 
General Howe the reasons why several officers in the 
service of these states, and other citizens, now in his 
power, have been so long confined either in the provost- 
guard or loathsome gaols, and treated with such unparal- 
leled rigor ; and if General Howe shall refuse to make any 
answer to his requisition, within the space of five days, or 
give such reasons for the treatment of these unfortunate 
persons as shall not be justifiable by the laws of nations. 
General Washington be directed inmiediately to order a 
number of the enemy's officers, as nearly equal in rank 
and condition of life as possible, to the persons so confined 
without just cause, forthwith to be imprisoned, subsisted, 
and treated in the same manner as the persons above 
alluded to are imprisoned, subsisted, and treated ; and that 
he be informed, that it is the expectation, and express 
order of Congress, that this mode of treatment, in general, 
be continued, changed, or suspended, as the conduct of 
the enemy, with respect to the American prisoners, shall, 
from time to time, render just and necessazy,' without 
waiting for any special order from Congress for such 
purpose: 

That the commissary general of prisoners, and his 
respective deputies, be forthwith directed to call in all the 
officers and privates belonging to the enemy, and to con- 
fine them in such places, and order them to be subsisted 
and treated in such manner, as shall render their situation 

' From this point to the end of the report tbe wiitisg ia that of William Doer. 
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similar in all respects to that of the officers and priTates 
who are prisoners with the enemy; and that they con- 
tinue this mode of treatment, till such time as a change 
of conduct, on the part of the enemy, shall induce Con- 
gress, or the commander in chief of the armies of these 
states, to give directions for a different line of conduct on 
their part: 

That it be recommended to the government of the 
respective states, where prisoners of war are confined, to 
give every assistance in their power to the commiasary 
general of prisoners or bis deputies, by putting them in 
possession of gaols or other proper buildings, and by 
furnishing them with guards, in order to enable them 
to execute the foregoing resolution . 

And whereas, General Howe, by his letter to General 
Washington in November last, aftects to make a distinc- 
tion in the treatanent of persons taken in urns, and of 
the faithful citizens of these states subjected to his power, 
in a manner not only contrary to reason and the princi- 
ples of humanity, but inconsistent with the sentiments 
expressed by General Howe himself, in his letter to Gen- 
eral Washington, dated Staten Island, 1 August, 1776: 

Resolved, That General Washington be directed to 
require of General Howe an explanation of those parts 
of his letter of November, 1777, which imply this distinc- 
tion, and the line of conduct which he means to observe 
for the future, with respect to such of the faithful citizens 
of these states as may be subjected to his power.^ 

Resolved, That a committee of four be appointed to pre- 
pare a manifesto on the injurious treatment our prisoners 
and faithful citizens receive from the enemy: the mem- 
bers chosen, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. J[onathan] 

'This report, Jantuur 21, ia in Ute J^ip<n of the OonHnented Ctmgreu, No. 147, 1, 
folio MS. 
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B[ayard] Smith, Mr. [James] Lovell, and Mr. G[ouTer- 
neur] Morris. 

II Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 1| 

THURSDAY, JANUARY aa, 1778 

A letter, of the let, from B. Harriaon, deputy pay mas- 
ter gener^ at Williamsburgh, and one, of the 21, from 
James Mease, cloathier general, at Lancaster, were read : 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter of the 19, from Governor Johnson, of Mary- 
land, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of 
Commerce. 

A letter, of the 6th, and one, of the 8, from Major Gen- 
eral Heath, at Boston, with copies of letters that passed 
between him and Lieutenant General Burgoyne, were 
read.^ 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a warrant issue on the Treasurer in 
favour of the Board of War, for two hundred thousand 
dollars, to be sent to Ebenezer Hancock, Esq' deputy pay 
master general of the eastern district, who is to be ac- 
countable, and tb ftt the wnfpnnt tor this gum Mtd - fo f the 
100^000 dolloja t droady ordorod to him, bo poad and th e 
money ftgwordod, in pFoforonoo to oJl wt a mmta on the 
TfOQOUJy, oaoopting one drawn in - favom * of Jonnthoin 

Resolved, That two millions of dollars be emitted, under 
the direction of the Treasury Board, and on the faith of 
the United States : 

' I^ letter <A JohiUKm ia la the Paptn of (Ac Cbnlwienlal Oongrm, No. 70, h^o 
341; tboM of HMth u« In No. 167, folio 66, uid in No. 67, foUo US. 

■ Thia report Is in the Papen of Out OonHnmtal OmfTMi, No. 186, II, foUo SS. 
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That the bills shall, excepting the numbers, be of the 
same tenor and date as the emission directed the 8th 
instant, be numbered from the last number of each 
respectiTe denomination of that emission progressively, 
and consist of the following denominations, viz. 

80,768 bills of the denominatioa of 8 dollars 93,804 

80,768 do 4 do 128,072 

80,768 do 6 do 163,840 

80,768 do 6 do 184,608 

80,768 do 7 do 316,876 

80,770 do 2 do 81,640 

80,770 do S do 246,160 

80,770 do 80 do 923,100 



That all powers and duties of Michael Hillegas, Esq- 
and of the inspectors of the press, signers and printers of 
the emission directed on the 20 May last, shall extend to 
the said two millions now to be emitted, eubject, however, 
to such directions and instructions as the Board of Treas- 
ury may judge expedient/ 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the Treasurer, in 
&vour of William Buchanan, Esq', commissuy general 
of purchases, for 50,000 dollars, to be transmitted to the 
wratem district, for the use of the said commissary gen- 
eral's department; who is to be accountable: 

That a warrant issue on the loan officer of Pensyl- 
vania, for 100,000 dollars, and one other on the treasurer 
for 50,000 dollars, in favour of James Mease, Esq., 
cloathier general, to answer the draughts of his deputies 
in the several stat^, for cloathing purchased by them, and 
that he be directed to transmit to the Board of Treasury 
a list of the draughts which he shall have paid, with the 
money aforesaid, before he applies for further sums for 

>Tfaia retort la is th«i^9>«rto/lA« OmtmenCal Oonyrm, No. 130,11, folio 2B. 
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this purpose ; the said James Mease, Esq-, to be aoconnt- 
able for the said draughts. 

Resolved, That the cloathier general be directed to pay 
to Mr. Paul Zantzinger the balance which shall appear to 
be due to >iiTn for 650 suits of cloaths, or for any part 
thereof, which he has purchased by order of Brigadier 
General Wayne, upon Mr. Zantzinger's producing suffi- 
cient vouchers of the cost of the oloathing, and proper 
receipts of the delivery thereof.* 

THBEB O'CLOCK, p. M. 

Resolved, That the pay master general, or his deputies, 
be directed to pay the aids-de-camp of the Marquis de la 
Fayette, according to their rank, as the aids of other 
major generals are paid. 

The Commercial Committee, to whom were referred the 
letters of Governor Johnson, of Maryland, and Mr. 
Buchanan, commissary general of purchases, brought in 
a report, which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the commissary general of purchases be 
directed to purchase, in the state of Maryland and Yir- 
ginia, upon the most reasonable terms, such a quantity of 
salt as he may think necessary for the inunediate use of 
the army ; and that the president write to the governor 
of Maryland, thanking ^r\\r(\ for the pains he has taken on 
this matter, and requesting >iim to assist the commissary 
general in the business aforesaid. 

The Bou^l of War brought in a report on the several 
despatches received from the northern department, which 
was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That an irruption be made into Canada, and 
that the Board of War be authorized to take every neces- 
sary measure for the execution of the business, under 

>Thia report IB in the i\q)cr*q^M« drntineiUai Cmfttu, Ko. 186, II, folio SI. 
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Bach general officers as Congress shall appoint, and apply 
for snGh sums of money as may be thought by them proper 
and requisite for the expedition. 

Ordered^ That the appointment of the general officers 
llto conduct the irmptionjl be postponed till to morrow. 

A letter, of this day, from W. Palfrey, Esq' pay master 
general, and one from W. Buchanan, commissary general 
of purchases, were read. 

A petition from Isaac Zane, Joseph Janney, Benjamin 
Wright, William Jackson, John Parrish, and Joseph 
Wright, -was presented to Congress and read:^ 

Ordered^ That it be referred to a committee of three, 
who are directed to hear the petitioners : 

The members chosen, Mr. [William] Ellery, Mr. [John] 
Heniy, and Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 1778 

A letter, of the 8, from E. Hancock, ||deputy pay mas- 
ter general, II with his monthly account; one, of the 5th, 
from William Whipple, wishing to be excused from at- 
tending the enquiry into the cause of the failure of the 
late intended expedition against Newx>ort. 

A petition from Colonels Sheppard, Bailey, Tupper, 
&c. was read.' 

Sesolved, That the resolution passed yesterday, directing 
the commissary general to purchase salt in Maryland and 
Virginia, be re -considered, and that the same, together 
with the letter from Governor Johnson, be referred to a 

>The petition ia in ths Fapen of (he Qon&unUd Congrat, No. 41, X, folio 732. It 
Is dftted JUITIU7 21. 

■The letter ol Wbin>le ia in the Papen of the QmtmeKUa Om^KM, No. 78, XXIH, 
(olio 429; the ooloneli' petition, dated Jautury 10, )■ In No. 42, TH, foUo, 47. 
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committee of three: the members chosen, Mr. [James] 
Forbes, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, and Mr. J[onathiui] 
B[ayard] Smith. 

Thbee o'Gloge, p. m. 

In consequence of an adjustment by the commissioners 
of claims, the deputy auditor general reports. 

That there is due to a detachment of North Carolina 
continental troops, of the Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 
8th, and 9th regiments ||of that state,|| commanded by 
Colonel John WUIiams, up to the Ist January, as per 
particular muster pay roUs, the sum of 3,959 dollars, 
which is to be advanced to Captain Benjamin Williams, 
who is to be accountable for the same:^ 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

The Committee on the Treasury brot^ht in a report, 
which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the commissioner of 
the continental loan ofiftce for the State of New Hamp- 
shire, for 50,000 dollars, in favour of the hon'ble the 
president and council of the said State, which is to be 
accountable : 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Robert Hyde Saunders, lieutenant in the Virginia State 
regiment, commanded by Colonel Gteorge Gibson, for 400 
dollars advanced for the use of a party of said regiment 
now on their march to camp; the sidd Colonel Gibson to 
be accountable : 

Ordered, Thatawarranti8sneonthetreasnrer,in favour 
of the Board of War, for 1,000 dollars, for public service; 
the said Board to be accountable.' 

' Thii report is in tbe Pigpen of tKe Oontinailal Oongrai, No. 136, II, folio it. 
'This report is in the Papen ^ Sie Cbntmcnlal Qmffrem, No. 1S6, II, fi>lk> 87. 
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Congress proceeded to the election of general officers to 
conduct the irruption into Canada, and, the ballots being 
taken, major general the Marquis de la Fayette, Major 
General Conway, and Brigadier C^enend Stark, were 
elected.* 

A petition from Lott Hall was read :* 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 

The committee appointed to consider the proposals 
contained in a letter to General Washington, from the 
committee lately sent to the camp, brought in a farther 
report, which was read and debated; and afterward 
referred to a committee of three. 

The members chosen, Mr. James Smith, Mr. [William] 
EUery, and Mr. [Eliphalet] Dyer.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 34. 1778 

The conunittee to whom the resolution of the 22d, 
respecting the purchase of salt in Maryland and Virginia, 
was recommitted, together with Governor Johnson's let- 
ter of 19 January, brought in a report, which was taken 
into consideration : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a letter be written to Governor Johnson, 
thanking bim for the pains he has taken as to the pur- 
chase of salt, and accepting the 1,350 bushels mentioned 
in his letter, to be delivered to the order of the commis- 
sary general, who has tmdertaken to proceed in the pnr- 

*0n tb« bftck cA a Treatnry nport Thomson ha> noted tbe vote: "Ftjette, 6; 
Oonvaj', 6; Stark, 8; McDoogall, 1; Olover, 1." It is in the Papar* ofAe Oontmenlat 
Oongmt, No. ISe, U, loUo 37. 

■Thispetitian,datedJ8i»iary23,liintheAip«nii^l&« OmtiMntal Ompivn, No. 48; 
m, foUo 387. 

*Thifl leport is printed Fehnurj 6 peat. It is endoned: "Iteoommitted to Hr. 
[Junes] Smith, [William] EUery and OoL [EUphalst] Djer. Oidored to bring In 
thur leporti on Monday next." 
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chase of what more is immediately necessaiy, agreeably 
to the information given by the governor on that subject. 

The Board of War bronght in a report, which was taken 
into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Besolvedy That it be earnestly recommended to the 
government of the State of New York, forthwith to call 
ont fonr hundred militia of that State, under the com- 
mand of sn active and vigilant officer, to serve for the 
space of four months, under the command of the officer 
commanding in the northern department; the said militia, 
when raised, to repair to Albany. 

The committee to whom was referred the report under 
debate yesterday, brought in a report, which was read: 
llafter debate, II 

Resolved^ That the same, together with the report 
referred, be re-committed; and that the committee be 
directed to bring in another report on Monday next. 

The Marine Committee, to whom were referred the 
letters of General Washington and General Smallwood, 
respecting the capture of several vessels and goods by 
detachments of the main army, brought in a report, which 
was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Resolved^ That the vessels and goods lately captured as 
aforesaid, ought to be libelled in the court of admiralty 
in that State where the capture was made; but if no such 
court should be erected in that State, then the prosecu- 
tion should be in the court of such State as the captors 
may find convenient, the judge whereof, on condemna- 
tion, will order distribution to be made agreeably to the 
resolution of Congress ; and that six printed copies of the 
extracts of the journals of Congress relative to the cap- 
ture and condenmation of prizes, &c. be transmitted to 
General Washington and General Smallwood. 
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A letter, of the 22, from 8amQel and Robert Porrianoe, 
was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of TreaBury. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration : When, 

Orderedy That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Colonel William Buchanan, Esq', commissary general 
of purchases, for 300,000 dollars, to be advanced for the 
use of his department ; and for which he is to be account - 
able: 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of Major 
John Clark, for 27 84/90 dollars, being for his expences 
attending the Board of Treasury, by their order, and for 
two pair of shears purchased by biin for the use of the 
auditors at headquarters : 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Harwood, Esqf com- 
missioner of the continental loan ofBce for the State of 
Maryland, for 20,000 dollars, in favour of his Excellency 
Governor Johnson, for the purpose of recruiting the con- 
tinental army in that State; the said State of Maryland 
to be accountable : 

Tbat a warrant issue on Joseph Borden, Esq- commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of New 
Jersey, for 10,000 dollars, in favour of his excellency the 
governor of the s^d State, to be paid out of the first money 
brought into the office, for the purpose of recruiting ttie 
continental batallions of the sfdd State; which is to be 
accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
Colonel Benjamin Flower, commissary general of military 
stores, and to be delivered to his deputy Cornelius Sweers, 

'This letter la in the Papen ofOe Qmtmailai Qmartu, No. 78, XVIU, lollo 161. 
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for 50,000 dollars, for the use of his departxaent; the said 
eomiuissarj general to be acconntable.^ 

It was moved, that Congress sit but once a day: 

To this the previous question was moved, and after 
debate, 

The determination thereof was, at the request of a 
State, postponed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 36. 1778 

The Committee on the Treasury brought In a report, 
which was taken into consideration : 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Colonel John Williams, for thirteen thousand dollars, 
to be advanced >'iTn for purchasing 12 waggons, with 
horses, for the purpose of transporting a quantity of 
goods, purchased by the cloathier general in the State of 
North Carolina; the said Colonel Williams to be account- 
able: 

Ordered^ That the following warrants issue in favour 
of Alexander Bose, for the payment of Samuel A. Otis, 
his five drafts, on James Mease, Esq. cloathier general; 
one, dated the 19 December, for 24,000 dollars, in favour 
of John Tracey; one, dated 22 December, in favour of 
Alexander Hose, for 40,000 dollars ; one, dated 22 Decem- 
ber, in favour of Alexander Rose, for 10,000 dollars ; one, 
dated 25 December, in favour of Jonathan Jackson, for 
23,333 1/3 dollars; and one, in favour of Isaac Sears, for 
13,333 1/3 dollars, amounting in the whole to one hundred 
and ten thousand six hundred and sixty six dollars and 
two thirds of a dollar, being for the payment of cloathing, 

^TbianptMiMhiiiMPigieniifAtOimtintntidCtmgreu, No. 136, 11, foUo39. 
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purchased in the State of Massachusetts bay, by the said 
Otis, for the use of the army ; the said cloatbier general 
to be accountable, viz. 

A warrant on the treasurer for 50,666 2/3 dollars. 

One on the commissioner of the continental loan office 
in the State of South Carolina, for 25,000 dollars; and, 

One on the commissioner of the continental loan ofiQce 
in the State of Ylrginia, for 35,000 dollars. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Colonel Eermovan, engineer, for 180 dollars advanced 
'him on his pay; for which he is to be accountable.' 

A letter, of the 24, from Major General Gates, presi- 
dent of the Board of War; one, of the 20 December, 
from John Langdon, Esq. at Portsmouth, directed to the 
Marine Committee, with a bill of exchange enclosed ; one, 
of the 15 December last and 10th instant from Jonathan 
Trumbull, JunT Esq', deputy pay master general || in the 
northern department, were read : || * 

Ordered, That the two last be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

One, of this date, from W. Buchanan, Esq', commis- 
sary general of purchases ; one, of the 16, from Governor 
Trumbull, of Connecticut, by the Chevalier de Gascey ; 
one of the 5th, from Governor N. Cooke, of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations ; one, of the 13, from Gov- 
ernor Trumbull, of Connecticut, were read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
War. 

Resolved, That Congress highly approve the conduct of 
the governor and council of safety of Connecticut, in t^e 
appointment of Mr. Champion, and their other measures 

■This report is im the Paper* of the Ooalitienlal Qmgrm, No. 186, II, folio 41. 

*Tbe letter of Gates ii !n the Papen of tht QmHMoua Congrm, No. 147, 1, folio 463. 
The warrant tor 10,000 dollars, mentioned in the Afternoon's prooeedingi, was the 
molt. The letter of Langdon is in No, 78, XIV, folio 197. . 
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for providing public stores and provisions; and depend 
upon their constant attention to this important object. 

A letter, of 16, from GJovemor Trumbull, of Connecti- 
cut, was read : 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of the 24, from Major J. Clark, was read:^ 

Ordered^ To lie on the table. 

Teres o'Clooe, f. h. 

A letter, of the 25, from Dr. Bush, was read : 

One, of the 22, from Col. de la Balme, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Resolved, That Mr. [John] Witherspoon and Mr. 
[Daniel] Boberdeau be added to the committee on the 
commissary's department. 

Congre^ took into consideration the letter from Major 
Gteneral Oates, president of the Board of War; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That 10,000 dollars be advanced to the Boaid 
of War, for contingent expences ; the said Board to be 
accountable. 

The committee appointed to enquire into the causes of 
the evacuation of Ticonderoga and Mount Independence, 
and into the conduct of the general officers in the northern 
department, at the time of the evacuation, reported that 
they were not yet ready to report. 

Adjourned || to 10 o*Glock to Morrow.H 

■ BnchAnaa'a lett^ ia in the Fofen o/the Oontintatai Qmgrem, No. 78, H, foUo 371; 
lettetB of Tnimball are in No. 66, I, folios 369, 366 and 372; that of Cooke ia in No. 
S4, folio 898; that of CHatk Ih in No. 78, V, toUo 129. 

*Tb« totter of 1a Balme ia in the Paptn of the Continental Omgreu, No. 7B, VII, 
folio 161; that of Ifauh ia hi No. 78, XIX, foUo 197. 
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TUESDAY, JANUARY ay. 1778 

On a representation from the committee appointed to 
enquire into the causes of the evacuation of Ticonderoga, 
&c. 

Begotvedf That Mr. James Smith be added to the fore- 
going committee. 

A letter, of the 13, from Col. Badi^. at Fish Kill, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 31 December last from Egbert Benson, Esqf 
was read, representing, that, for sundry i^asons, he can- 
not attend the enquiry into the cause of the failure of the 
late intended expedition against Bhode Island. 

A letter from Mons. la Neuville; one, of the 23, &om 
General Washington; one, of the 26, from Major Gen- 
eral Conway, in recommendation of Mons. la Neurille, 
were read : 

Ordered, To lie until the committee, sent to the camp, 
shall return, and make report. 

A letter, of the 26, from General Gates, president of 
the Board of War, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter from Dr. Shippen, director general of the hos- 
pital, and one from Dr. Brown, ||both directedjl to the 
Medical Committee, were laid before Congress, Hand 
read: II' 

Ordered, That the same, together with the letters some 
time since received from Dr. Shippen and Dr. Bush, and 
Qflvemor Livingston, relative to the hospital department, 
be referred to a committee of five, and that the committee 
be instructed to confer with Dr. Sblppen and Dr. Bush, 
and report specially : 

> This letter ia in ttwiVip«nqAth<Cbn<mmtaJQm^reM, No. 78, XZ, folio 175. 
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The members chosen, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. 
[John] Penn,Mr. [James] Lovell, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry 
and Mr. [Daniel] Roberdeau. 

Three o'Clook, p. m.' 

Resolved, That to morrow be assigned for the appoint- 
ment of a general ofScer to relieve General Spencer, in 
his command, at Bhode Island and Providenoe Planta- 
tions. 

The Committee on the Treasury report, 

That a warrant issue on John Lawrence, Esq' com- 
missioner of the continental loan ofiQce for the State of 
Connecticut, in favour of his ezcellenoy the governor and 
council of safety of said State, for two hundred thousand 
dollars to be appropriated by them for the purchase of 
provisions for tiie use of the continental army; the said 
governor and cotmcil to be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of the 
Marine Committee, for twelve thousand dollars, in dis- 
chai^e of John Langdon, continental agent at Ports- 
mouth, in New Hampshire, his draught on said committee, 
datedthe20thDecemberla8t, in favour of Stephen Hooper, 
Esq' for that sum ; the said committee to be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
William Buchanan, commissary general of purchases, for 
one hundred thousand dollars, to be transmitted by him 
to Mr. Colt, for the purpose of purchasing provisions in 
the eastern district, for the use of the army ; the commis- 
sary general to be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of the 
delegates of the State of Massachusetts bay, being an 
advance to, and to be accounted for by the said State, for 
the sum of two thousand dollars : 

' The handwtiOng hare cbmngea ftom Charle* ThonMon to Jacob Barfi, *d ■an Wut 
Mcretair- 
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That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of the 
delegates from the State of Connecticut, for five hundred 
dollars, advanced upon application of the hon'ble Eliph- 
alet Dyer,^ a delegate of said State ; the said State to be 
accountable;' Whereupon, 

Ordered^ That warrants issue accordingly. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow morning. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY a8, 1778 

A letter of the 28th, from Jacob Bush, requesting to 
resign his office of deputy secretary. 

One, of the 26th, from the council of Pensylvania; 
and one of the 26th, from Gouvemeur Morris, at camp, 
were read:' 

Ordered^ That the two last be referred to the Board of 
War. 

A letter, of the 23 December from S. A. Otis, directed 
to J. Mease, ||cloathier general,|| with one enclosed of the 
10 December from J. Trumbull, was read: 

Orderedy That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasxiry. 

A letter, from Henry Hay, of the 12th, with return 
of cannon found at Ticonderoga inclosed, &c. was read: 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Board of War. 

One of from E. Allen to was read. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
[| which being read,|| Whereupon, on motion. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed 
to take into consideration the state of Georgia. 

> Hora th« writiE« changM hotn that of Jacob Boah to that of Beldier P. Smith, 
one of the aanatant BecroUries. 

'This report is in the Apart (/1A« Qmlmadal Congrtu, So. 186, II, folio 'iS. 

■The letter of Baab la In the Fopm ofOie Cbntinmlal Omffnu, No. 78, XH, feUft 
301; that of Uonia ia in No. 76, XV, folio 296. 
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In porsnance of an adjustment of accounts by the com- 
missioners of claims, the auditor general reports, 

That there is due to Captain Benjamin Williams, acting 
as pay master to the Virginia and North Carolina troops in 
this town, by the appointment of the Board of Treasury, 
for the balance of the pay due to a detachment of the 1, 
2, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 14, 15, and 16 regiments of Ylrginia 
troops; for an advance to a drill serjeant, and for his 
service as pay master from the 1st to the 27 instant the 
sum of 80 dollars : ^ 

Ordered, That the said account be paid. 

Resolved, That the resignation of J. Bush be accepted. 

Resolved, That the Marqms de La Fayett, or the gen- 
eral ofi&cer commanding an expedition into Canada, be 
furnished with bills of exchange drawn by the President 
of Congress on the commissioners of the United States 
in France to the amount of thirty thousand French livres; 
the said sum to be by him appropriated in such manner, 
as his own prudence may suggest, and the exigencies of 
affairs shall render conducive to the public interest. 

The committee to whom the petition from Isaac Zane^ 
&c., was referred, and who were directed to confer with 
the xwtitioners, reported verbally that they have had a 
conference with them. 

The oommittee appointed to bear the Petition of laaao Zftoe, Joseph 
Janoej, BeDJamiu Wrig^bt, Ac., heg leare to report: 

That they have heard the Petitioners who have committed their Sen- 
timents to writing in the form of an Address, which, with a Testimony, 
given forth from a yearly meeting of Friends held at Philadelphia, for 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, by Adjoumments, from the 29th day of 
the ninth montii to the 4tb of the tenth month inclusive, 17T7, t^ree- 
ably to their request, your oommittee herewith present to Congreas.* 

'This report is in the i^iperto/lAeCbnltncniaZCbn^reu, No. 130, n, folio 46. 

* This preaiubie of a report, intheTritingofWilliuDEUery, is la Xbb Papen of At 
OotitinenkU Omgren, No. 63, folio 77. A. petitioa of Zane uid otlLen, dated Janoarf 
S7i la on folio 79. 
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Ordered^ That the consideration of this matter he post- 
poned till to morrow.^ 
Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY. JANUARY ag, 1778 

A letter, of the 28th, from Brigadier Fermoy, was read : 

Ordefred^ That it he referred to the Board of War. 

Li pursuance of an adjustment of accounts by the com- 
missioners of claims, the auditor general reports. 

That there is due to Brigadier General Thompson, for 
sundry advances made upon his credit by Mr. Freeman 
and Mr. Cord, merchants in Quebec, to sundi^ officers 
and wounded soldiers, who were made prisoners there, the 
sum of 2,343 33|/90 dollars, which sum is to be accounted 
for as follows, viz. 

Colonel Christopher Gh-een, for himself and officers, 
1,340 31/60 dollars ; Captain now Colonel Daniel Morgan, 
421 21/60 dollars; Captain now Colonel John Lamb, 229 
12^/60 dollars; Lieutenant now Major Francis Nichols, 
64 53/60 dollars ; Captain Hoses M'Clane, 34 39/60 dollars ; 
army, for advances to wounded soldiers, 252 46/60 dollars ; 
add \ tothefractions, U^of adollar; making in the whole, 
2,343 331/90 doUars: 

That there is due to Brigadier General Thompson, for 
his pay from the 1st of May to the Slst of December, 1777, 
and for his rations from the Ist March to the 31st Jufy, 
the sum of 1,164 dollars.-' 

Ordered, That the said account be paid. 

The Committee of Treasury brought in a report: 
Whereupon, 

* Theoe two puigrapha are In the writing of CharlM Thoouon. 
"tUanparliaiatbePapen^VitOotaintnlaiaongreu, No. 136, 11, folio 47. 
408ft-O7 7 
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Resolved, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of the delegates of the State of New York, for 
thirteen hundred dollara, advanced upon the application 
of the Honorable WiUiam Duer, a delegate of that State, 
the said State to be accountable.^ 

A memorial from Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Dyer, 
was read, representing his early and continued services in 
the army, and his loss of health, for the recovery of which 
he had obtained from the general, a furlow for six weeks, 
and praying, as his furlow is near expiring, and bis state 
of health is such as renders him utterly unable to bear the 
fatigaes of the service, that, for that reason, he may have 
leave to resign his commission :' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the petition of 
Isaac Zane, &c. ; Whereupon, 

Besolved, That the prisoners now at Winchester in the 
State of Virginia, who have been apprehended by the 
government of Pensylvania, in consequence of the reso- 
lutions of Congress of 28 August, 1777, be discharged 
from their confinement on their taking and subscribing 
either the oath or affirmation of allegiance as prescribed 
by the laws of Pensylvania, or the following oath or aflSr- 
mation, at the option of the persons confined, viz. 

"I, A. B. do swear, or affirm, that I acknowlei^ 
myself a subject of the State of Pensylvania, as a free and 
independent State, and that I will, in all things, demean 
myself as a good and faithful subject ought to do." 

Ordered, That the President write to the governor of 
Yirginia, and inform him of this resolve. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to devise effectual means to prevent 

>ThiB report u in the Foptn of At ContmmUd Cannrtu, No. ISd, II, folio 40. 
'This pangnph U in the wridug of Chu-lee Thomson. The memorial is in tbe 
Papvt oftiui OontirniOai Qyoffra*, No. «, II, folio 433. 
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persons disaffected to the interest of the United States, 
from being employed in any of the important offices 
thereof, and after debate, 

Ordered^ That it be re -committed. 

A motion being made for preventing abuses by officers 
in the civil departments of the army. 

Ordered, That it be committed to the foregoing com- 
mittee.' 

Three o'Clooe, p. u. 

A letter, of the 16, from Bdenton, from Messrs. Hewes 
and Smith, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of the 19th, from F. Hopkinson, one of the 
commissioners of the Navy Board, concerning the con- 
duct of Captain Barry, was read : Whereupon, 

It was moved, that it be 

Resolved, That Captain Barry foe not employed on the 
expedition assigned to his conduct by the Marine Com- 
mittee, till further orders of Congress. 

It was previously moved to add after the word "eon- 
duct," by the approbation of Congress, and the question 
being put, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The question was then put on the motion as amended, 
and the bouse being equally divided, it passed in the 
negative. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

'These three panRrapha are in th« writing of Charlee Thomson, 



,Goog[e 



100 Journals of Congress 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, 1778 

Thomas M'Kean, a delegate from the Delaware State, 
attended, and produced the credentials of his appoint- 
ment, which are as follows : 

In CouKoiii, Wednesdat, f. u. Deoembety i7, 1777. 

Whereas, Ciesar Eodaey, Nicholas Vandyke, and lliomas M'Kean, 
eeqrs. have been chosen by joint ballot of Uie two hooses of assembly 
to represent Delaware state in the Continental Congress: Besolved, 
That they, or any one or more of them, are hereby fully authorized 
and empowered, for and in behalf of this state, to concert, ^free to 
and execute any meaaare which they or he, together with a majority 
of the Continental Congress, shall judge necessary for the defence, 
security, interest, and welfare of this state in particular, and America 
in genera); with power to adjourn to such times and places as shall 
appear most conducire to the public safety and advantage. 

Extract from the minutes, 

Bhsjabon Vinino, 

CUrkofthaOimnea. 

Seat up for conourrenoe. 

In the BOUBB of ABSEUBLT, BODBH DIB. 
Bead and concurred in, 

Sahdel West, SpMisr. 

I do certify, that the fore^ing is a tme extract from the minutes 
of the connciL 

Benjahin Yiniiio, 

Clerk of the ChunoU. 

The Committee of Treasury brought in a report: 
Whereupon, 

Eesolvedy That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of Dr. Jonathan Potts, deputy director general of 
the hospitals in the northern department, for twenty 
thousand dollars for the use of his district; the said 
deputy director general to be accountable. 
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A letter, of the 30th, from Edward Stevens, desiring 
leave to resign his commission, was read:^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter of the 26, from General Washington directed 
to General Gates, was read :' 

Ordered, That the same be returned to the Board of 
W^, and that the Board be directed to enquire minutely 
into the number and rank of the commissioned and non- 
commissioned officers who have come out of Philadelphia 
with cloathing for the prisoners taken from the enemy, 
and into the conduct of all the persons who compose the 
escort, whilst they have been on the route, and that they 
report specially to Congress the result of their enquiry. 

Three o'Clook, p. u. 

A letter, of the 17th, from Brigadier General Hand, 
with one enclosure, was read : 

Resolved, That the consideration of the said letter and 
its enclosure, be postponed. 

A letter, of this day, from Dr. Bush, requesting leave 
to resign, was read ;* 

Sesolved, That his resignation be accepted. 

A letter, of this day, from Brigadier Fermoy, and one 
from Monsieur Eermovan, were read : 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

An account of Archibald Steel was presented : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The Board of Treasury brought in a report : 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

•Thifl letter ie in the Paptrt o/ihe Oontmaiiid Onvren, No. 7S, XX, (olio 183. 
*The draft of this letter is lathe tTothHifffon ft^i. A, m, folio 201. Seefbrn- 
tghania Arehkiei, VI, 200, 201, 214. 

■This letter ia in the Pupen of the Oonlkunua Cmtgmt, No. 78, XIX, foUo 206. 
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The Board of War brought in a report, accompamed 
with sundry papers : 

At a Boaed op Was, Jani «S* 177S 

Present The Presideot [Gates], Oenl. Mifflin, MT Peters. 

The Board takinf; into considenttion the ntaation of the Quarter 
Master Gen" Department, which should immediatelj be oi^oized, 
and put in full vigour and motion: beg leave to Beport 

That large sums of money are immediatelj wanted, for the busiaees 
of this Department; without the speediest supply whereof, as well for 
the payment of arrears, as for procuring articles wanted for the next 
OtimpaigD, the Department must irretrievably suffer, and the Army 
of consequence be reduced to the greatest distress, and retarded in its 
operations the ensuing season. The want of Cash, the Board cannot 
help mentioning is not peculiar to this Department, but is a com- 
plaint made, by ahnost all the Officers in the civil Departments in the 
Army. 

[Motion]* That (either) an Officer of rank, Activity and well 
acquainted by experience, with the business of the Quuter Master 
Genl., be immediately appointed to that Office; with power to arrange 
the Department, with the approbation and concurrence of the Board 
of War; or the following plan be adopted for carrying this important 
business into immediate execution, and the necessary Officers 
appointed agreeable thereto. 

1" The MUUary Lime to be stiled the Quarter Master General's, 
which includes the regulating of marches, encampments, order of 
battle Sue. &c, and a long retinue described in all the books of the 
profession. This Officer to handle no cash, besides his salary; and 
small occasional sums, to defray petty expences in the Army. 

2^ That the Oommiasary of Forage to be confined to that article 
in his purchases. 

3? The Commissary for* Horses and Waggons. 

4? The Agent for the purchase of Tents, intrenching Tools, 
building of Barracks, and for all the smaller supplies of the Depart- 
ment, such as paper &c. The three last to be governed in their pur- 
chases by the estimates, and orders of the Quarter Master General or 
the Board of War. 

'A word not in theoriginBl report. 
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The Board have sent the estimates furnished hj the late Quarter 
Master General for the inspectioo and mfonnatiou of Congress.* 

Resolved^ That the consideration thereof be postponed. 

On motion, Ordered, That the quarter master general 
immediately prepare and render an account to Congress 
of all his public expenditures. 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the 
committee appointed to consider of the proposals con- 
tained in a letter to General Washington, from a com- 
mittee lately sent to the camp, brought in a report, ||which 
was read ; || Whereupon, 

Beaolved, That it be re-committed, and that Ur. 
[Thomas] M'Kean be added to the said committee. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 1778* 

A letter of the 29 from J. Mease, Esq. with one enclosed 
from S. Caldwell, was read:* 

Ordered^ That it be referred to a committee of three: 
the members chosen, Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee, 
Mr. [James] Lovell, and Mr. [William] Duer. 

A letter, of the 28, from the committee at the camp, 
was read, representing the necessity of appointing, with- 
out delay, a quarter master general.' 

Congress restmied the consideration of the report from 
the Board of War, respecting the quarter master's 
department; Whereupon, it was moved, 

'^nia lut puvgraph ia in the writing ol Bichjuil Peten. 

This report ia in the i^ptn oj thtVontinmUd Congrm, No. 147, 1, follo467. It is 
endoned by Charles Thomaoo, "Foetpoaed. The last plsn propoaed by t^ Boaid, 
adopted Febrnuy 6." 

■ From this point the writing ia that of Ohulee Thomson. 

*l^us letter is in the Pofen tjflhi Contmmlal Congraa, No. 78, XV, foUo SOL 

*TtiSB letter ia In the Papm o/tlu OmfyieiUal Qmgrtn, No. 33, folio 71. 
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'* That an officer of rank, activity, and well acquainted 
by experience with the business of quarter master gen- 
eral, be immediately appointed to that office, and that 
he be empowered to arrange the department with the 
approbation and concurrence of the Board of War:" 

To this an amendment was moved to strike out what 
follows " office " and insert : '* immediately to enter upon 
the execution thereof, under the present regulations, 
and that the quarter master be directed, in concurrence 
with the Board of War, to prepare a new arrangement 
for that department, to be laid before Congress for con- 
sideration." After debate. 

It was moved, That the consideration of the subject be 
postponed till Monday: 



Nsw Bampahire, 






Btiaiieare, 




Mr. Frosl, 


ay l-ay 


Mr. M'Kmn, 


no J- DO 


MtueaehuMtts Bay, 




Maryland, 




Mr. Gerry, 


1 . 


Mr. Henry, 


DO }■• 


Lovell, 


ao|' 


Virginia, 




Rhode Itland, 




Mr. Lee, 


DO }■• 


Mr. Ellery, 


ay l^ay 


North Carolina, 




Connecticut, 




Mr. Penn, 


no f-no 


Mr. Dyer, 


ay l-ay 


SmUh Carolina, 




Neu, York, 




Mr. Lanrens, 


ay l-ay 


Mr. Duer, 


no }■* 


Georgia, 




New Jereey, 




Mr. Wood, 


no ^no 


Mr. WiUierapoon, 


:;W'- 






Clurk, 






Pensylvania, 








Mr. Roberdeau, 


DO 








CliDgaD, 


ay 


div. 






James Smith, 


DO 






J. B. Smith, 


ay 









So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
The Board of War brought in a report, which was 
taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 
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Sesohed, That the resignation of (yolonel Stevens be 
accepted. 

Resolved, That the Baron Holzendorf have leave to 
resign his commission of lieutenant colonel, and have 
liberty to depart for France: 

That Brigadier General de Boche rermoy have leave 
to resign his commission in the service of these states, 
and liberty to depart for France : 

That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to consider 
and report whether any and what compensation shall be 
made to the two last gentlemen for their losses, and what 
sums shall be paid them to defray their expences home. 

The Board of War brought in another report on Indian 
affairs, which was read : 

At a Boabd of Wab J^«K rf mB 

Present General Gates aod Mr Peters. 

The Board taking into conaideration the letters on Indian affairs, 
A{p:«ed to Report: 

That it is impossible for this Board, to determine the Lanffuage 
which ought, with Propriety, to be held out to the Indians at the 
intended Treaty at Johnstown, in the State of New York, as the 
Addresses to them should be adapted to such as are received upon 
the Occasion from their side, and as Ezigfencies point out Soothing 
them, will certainly produce Contempt, and inspire them with an Idea 
of our Unimportance. They therefore would humbly suggest, that 
the Commissioners be instructed to apeak to them, in a Tone becoming 
the Representatives of Free and Independent States, and such as will 
oonvince them that we feel that we are so. Every Species of Insult 
or threat, should be retaliated; but the Commissioners are or will be, 
the best Judges whether, from the Temper they Sad among the Indians 
supposed to be disaffected, it will be right to insist upon their taking 
an Active Fart in our Favor, as, according to their representation, it 
seems doabbtful against whom they will Act, when they are permitted 
to embody. 

The Expedition now on Foot, will, according to its Success hare 
great Operation upon Indian Affairs; therefore the Board are of Opin- 
ion, that at this Time a solid Judgement cannot be formed, concerning 
future proceedings; and that therefore the Commissioners should be 
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strengthened as to Number; and ioTsstod with discretionary Fowera 
to Speak, or Act, ae Occasion may require; end they should be assured 
that Congress will support them in any Measures they think proper to 
adopt. 

That the Commissioners be informed, how impossible it is to pro- 
core Blankets for Covering our Troops, and therefore their fiequest of 
5, or 600 for the Indians, cannot be complied with, nnleas they can 
purchase them; which they should be Authorized to do, or wait the 
Event of the Expedition; unless they can be procured out of the 
Public Stores to the Eastward; in which case the Commissioners be 
invested with Power to order the Number required to be sent to 
Johnstown. 

That the Commissioners be Authorized, and directed, to Comply 
with Mr Wheelock's request, as to the Maintenance and Education of 
the Indian Children. 

Hiat they be acquainted, that the Hard Money in the Cheat at 
Albany, is ordered up to Co'os for the intended Expedition. 

The Board beg Leave to Suggest the Necessity of Genl. Schuyler's 
Presence at the Treaty.' 

Orderedy That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean, Mr. 
[William] EUery, and Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 

The Committee of Commerce laid before Congress an 
account received from Captain Willing: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 1778 

A letter, of the 31 January, from the Board of War, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of this day, from General Gates, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] M'Eean, Mr. 
[James] Forbes, and Mr. James Smith. 

'This report, dated Febniaiyl, iainthe Fapenoflhe OcmtmtntalQmffreM, No. 147, 
I, fnlio 46C. See nnder Febnury 2. 
■This lett«r is in the Papen of the GmHrunlai Oxvpch, No. 154, 1, folio 324, 
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The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken 
into consideration : Whereupon, 

Beaolved, That General Washington be informed that 
in compliance with the request of the Marquis de la 
Fayette, Congress are willing that Major General Mo- 
Dougal should proceed on the intended incursion into 
Canada, if his state of health will admit of it; but if not, 
that the Baron de £alb be directed to follow the Marquis 
on the said expedition in case General Washington shall 
judge it proper. That it is not, however, the Intention 
of Congress that the Marquis should be detained till Gen- 
ertd McDougal's intention can be known, as the success 
of the expedition depends upon its being executed with- 
out loss of time. 

That in compliance with the request of the Marquis de 
la Fayette, commissions be granted to the following 
French gentlemen, who have produced to the Board of 
War credentials of their rank and military merit in the 
French service, and are moreover recommended by the 
Marquis to be employed under him, agreeable to their 
respective ranks in the intended incursion into Canada; 
[the said officers to be appointed to the command only 
of such Canadians as may be embodied in Canada,] ^ viz : 
Mons. Jimat, at present aid de camp to the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette, to be appointed lieutenant 
colonel. 
Mons de Vrigny to be appointed Lieut: Colonel 
Chev' de Pont Gibaut Major 

Mons de Sigonie Captain 

Monsr de Lomagne Captain 

Baron dfe Frey Captain ' 

'Tha woida in bnckete were added dj ooother luud in the origiiul report. 

' A letter of Labyette, dated Jtavaay 31, 177S, on the Canadian expedition, is in 
the Paper* of (Ac OmUfmlial Omgrtm, No. 166, folio 6. It was rilened to the " old 
Board of War." 
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Resolved, That Mons. des Epmiers, now a captain in 
the service of these states, be advanced to the rank of 
major, in consideration of the services rendered by his 
uncle, Mons. de Beaumarchais, and of his having served 
with reputation in the American army.' 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Jacob Bush, for 125 dollars, for his pay as deputy sec- 
retary, from the 7th November to the 28 Januaiy, deduct- 
ing one month that he was absent, at 75 dollars a month.' 

In consequence of an adjustment by the commissioners 
of claims, at the treasury, the auditor general reports, 

That there is due, on a pay roll of a company of guards 
stationed at Carlisle for the purpose of guarding stores, &c, 
commanded by Major James Armstrong Wilson, com- 
mencing the 6th day of October, 1777, and ending the 31 
January, 1778, inclusive, the sum of 1,149 30/90 dollars: 

That there is due to a detachment of continental troops 
belonging to Brigadier General Wayne's division, sta- 
tioned at Carlisle, under the command of Major Wilson, 
for guarding stores, &c. from the 8 December, 1777, to the 
31 January, 1778, inclusive, the sum of 135 dollars, both 
which sums, amounting to 1,284 30/90 dollars, should be 
paid to Major Wilson:' 

Ordered, That the said sums be paid accordingly. 

■This report ia in the Paper* cfOu Omtmental Congrm, No. 147, 1, loUo 468, Th« 
membeTB preaent were Omtea, Fnuds lightAxjt Lee, William Doer, and FeterB. 
*Thi8 report is in the i^iper* qfthe CbnAmoitoI Conffrtu, No. 136, II, folio 61. 
* This report is in the i^ipeno/ the Cbnitnfitfal Oimgrtm, No. 136, II, foUo S3. 



,y Google 



February, 1778 109 

Three o'Clock, p. m. 

The Committee on the Treasury hronght in a report, 
which vas taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Joseph Clark, Esq. 
commiisioner of the continental loan office for the State 
of Rhode Island, for sixty thousand dollars, in favour of 
James Mease, Esq. cloathier general, to be transmitted by 
hJ TP U Samuel A. Otis, for the payment of cloathing pur- 
chased for the use of the army : 

That a wurant issue on Nathaniel Appleton, Esq^ com- 
miseioner of the continental loan office for the State of 
Massachusetts bay, in favour of James Mease, Esq. 
cloitbier general, for one hundred thousand dollars, to be 
transmitted by him to his deputy, Samuel A. Otis, for the 
payment of cloathing purchaaed for the use of the army; 
for which two sums the cloathier general is to be 
accountable. 

Jteaoiwd, That a set of Bills of Exchange be drawn by the Presi- 
dent on the Commissioners in France for six hundred 
riiiiiMiii Livres Toomois, in &vor of Ldeutenant Fouquet, one of 
the officers of the late Moos. Do Coudray's Corps, it being 
for his gratificatioD, allowed by Mr. Deane in France, and not included 
i> the settlement with Mons. Le Brun on the 18th Norember last * 

Ordered, That the warrant on the treasurer of the 22d 
January, in favour of the Board of War, for two hundred 
thousand dollai^, to be sent to Ebenezer Hancock, Esq' 
deputy pay master general of the eastern district, be 
returned by the Board of War to the Treasury Board and 
cancelled, and that a warrant issue in favour of the said 
Ebenezer Hancock, on Joseph Clarke, Esq' commissioner 
of the continental loan office in the State of Rhode 
Island, for one hundred thousand dollaro ; and a warrant 

' Bm under Fetn^wry 4 jxM. 
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in favonr of the Board of War, to be drawn on the 
treasurer, for one hundred thousand dollars, to be trans- 
mitted to the said deputy pay master general, vho is to 
be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of the 
Board of War, for two hundred thousand dollars, to be 
transmitted by them to Jonathan Trumbull, Jun^ deputy 
pay master general for the northern district, which sum 
the treasurer is directed to have in readiness on Mon- 
day next; the said deputy pay master general to be 
accountable.* 

A letter from the president of the Board of War, was 
read:' 

Orderedy That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter from Mons. la Neuville, and one from Charles 
Frederick Bedaulx, were read : 

Ordered^ That they, together with the letters of Mons. 
la Neuville, read on Tuesday last, be referred to the Board 
of War. 

A letter, of the 20 January, from Governor Henry, of 
Vii^inia, was read.* 

The committee to whom was referred the letter from 
the commissioners for Indian aff^rs in the northern 
department, together with the papers enclosed, and the 
opinion of the Board of War thereupon, brought in a 
report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the commissioners be instructed to speak 
to the Indians at the intended treaty at Johnstown, in 
language becoming the representatives of free, sovereign, 
and independent states, and in such a tone as will con- 
vince them that we feel ourselves to be so; but whether 

'Thia report ilia the Ap«r« or lh«a>nlin<ntal Cbrvrtu, Ko. 136, II, folio 66. 
*Thii letter is in the iVptrt o/ iftd Omlmenlal Cbivrtu, No. 147, 1, folio 477. 
*The letter of Badulx ia In the i^ip«rj o/ the OM(>»«nlaI Onv'^si^ Ko- 78, II, folio 
876; that of Henr^ is in No. 71, 1, folio ISl. 
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it will be prudent to insist upon the Indians taking im 
active part in behalf of these states, must depend upon 
the temper they shall appear to be in; that this particu- 
lar, therefore, be submitted to the discretion of the com- 
missioners. 

That an addition of one commissioner be made, and it 
is expected by Cor^;rese that General Schuyler attend 
this treaty. 

That Cfovemor Clinton, of the State of New York, be 
empowered and requested to appoint a suitable person to 
be the commissioner for Indian affairs in the northern 
department, and direct bim to attend the treaty abore 
mentioned. 

That the commissioners speak and act in such a man- 
ner as they shall think most likely to obtain the friend- 
ship or at least the neutrality of the Indians, and that the 
Congress will support the commissioners in any measures 
they shall conceive best calculated to answer these ends : 

That the commissioners be authorized to purchase five 
or six hundred blankets, or to order that number to be 
sent to Johnstown, from any of the public stores to the 
eastward, if to be had there, to be given as presents to 
the Indians : 

That the commissioners be informed, that the hard 
money in the military chest at Albany, is already appro- 
priated. 

A letter, of the 31 January, from General Washington, 
was read ; together with a memorial from Colonel Forman, 
requesting a company to guard his salt works, on con- 
dition of furnishing for the use of the army, at a reason- 
able price, the salt made at the said works :^ 

> This letter is in the Pig>er» qf tkt OontinatUd Congrat, No. 152, V, folio 276. The 
nmnoriaj of Formui Is with it 
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Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed 
till to morrow. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1778 

A letter, of 29 January, from Joseph Simon, at Lan- 
caster, to Mr. [Elijah] Etting, at York town, was laid 
before Congreas, and read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of the 24th January, from Colonel Mason, was 
read: 

Ch-d&^edy That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A lettoP ' from Colonot ' AgBMrnd ■ wa s rood,' whoroin b e 
Hextd.yhereq™-ted dooiroo. if CongToao wUl uot ppomoto 
to keep hi* former com- baa to tho rank of Bngodlop - Gonofftl, 
miaeion, which wu that ho may bo poHnittod to fe e ign - tb e 
***" * oommiooton bo holds, which io for that 

pmpooo incloood ! Wboreup ^ 

Rooolyod, Thot - his ro fl ign at km bo ooooptod. 

The Committee of Commerce brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce shall, from 
time to time, as occasion may require, reconmiend to 
Congress proper persons in the respective states to act as 
attomies in each State for recovering all commercial 
debts due to the United States of America, and for claim- 
ing the continental share of all prizes libelled in the court 
of admiralty of the State where they may respectively 
reside ; and upon such persons being approved, that the 
president execute letters of attorney to such persons 

> This letter is in the Pt^wrt qf (A« Cbnlin«rUal OmfrreM, No. 7S, XX, folio 179. 
■Thie letter i« In the Papert of the Oon^^nmlal Omifmt, No. 164, folio 3Ba It to 
endoned: "On his requeet, Febmary 4, his commiadon reetored." 
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respectdvelj, to be transmitted to them by the Committee 
of Commerce. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of Lieutenant Colonel du Plessis, for 400 dollars 
advanced him upon application of the Marquis de la 
Fayette, who is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
Lieutenant Colonel dn Plessis, for 700 dollars, for the 
pay due to Lieutenant Colonel Gimat, as a major from 
1 December, 1776, to January, 1778, inclusive, being 14 
months; the said Gimat to be accountable: 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
Robert Patton, for his pay as doorkeeper to Congress, 
and his extraordinary services and expences from the 12 
September, 1777, to the 21 of January last; 260 dollars: 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
the Board of War, for 200,000 dollars, for the purpose of 
forming a magazine of 30,000 barrels of flour for the use 
of the grand army, agreeable to the orders of Congress; 
the said Board to be accountable. 

Resolved, That two commissioners of accounts be forth- 
with appointed for the northern district, in the room of 
Mr. Carter and Mr. Millegan, the first of whom has 
resigned, and the latter is appointed a commissioner of 
claims: That one other be appointed to act with the 
commissioners of accounts at Hartford, in the room of 
William Denning, Esq. who has declined that business.^ 

* This report u in the Atpert of the Continmbd Omgrai, No. 136, II, folio 67. The 
report sdded an oath to be taken bjr the oommlBdonen. 
4Sl»-07 8 
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Three o'Clook, p. m. 

The Committee of Commerce having recommended 
Abraham Livingston, Nathaniel Bussel and Josiah Smith, 
Jun. as suitable persons to be appointed attomies for 
recovering all commercial debts due to the United States 
of America, and for claiming the continental share of all 
prizes libelled in the admiralty court in the State of 
South Carolina, the said Nathaniel Bussel and Josiah 
Smith, or either of them, to act in case of the absence or 
death of the said Abraham Livingston : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the persons above mentioned be approved, 
and that the President be directed to execute a letter of 
attorney to them accordingly. 

Congress proceeded to the election of conualssioners of 
accounts, and, the ballots being taken, 

Joseph Henderson and Eleazer Wales, Esqrs. were 
elected commissioners for the northern district, in the 
room of Mr. Carter and Mr. Millegan ; and Moses Emmer- 
son. Esq' was elected commissioner of accounts at Hart- 
ford, in the room of Mr. William Dennii^. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to devise effectual means to prevent 
persons disaffected to the interest of the United States 
from being employed in any of the important ofdces 
thereof;^ Whereupon, 

Resolved, That every officer who holds or shall here- 
after hold a commission or office from Congress, shall 
take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation : 

I, do soknowled^ the United States of America to be fn.^,- 

indepeodeDt and sovereign states, and declare that the people thereof 

owe DO all^^iance or obedience, to Oeorge the third, king of Great 

Britain; and 1 renounce, refose and abjure any allegiance or obe- 

■ See noder J«tinary 21i 1778, ante. 
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dience to him: uid I do swear (or affirm) that I will, to the utmost of 
my power, support, maintain and defend the said United States, 
against the said king Cleorge the third and his heirs and successors, 
and his and their abettors, assiBtants and adherents, and will serve the 
add United States in the office of which 1 now hold, with fidelity, 

according to the beat of my skill and understanding. So help me God. 

On this question, the yeas and nays being required, 
I^eio Hampehire, DdavHwe, 

Mr. Frost, ay }-ay Mr. M'Kean, ay }-ay 

Maasachusetta Bay, Maryland, 

Mr. Gerry, *? I ■ ^i^- Forbes, no 1 

Lovell, ay ) Henry, no I "^ 

Bhode Island, Virginia, 

Mr. Ellery, ay ^ay Mr. F. L. Lee, 

CoTinectiaui, North Camlina, 

Mr. Dyer, ay }-ay Mr. Penn, ay J- ay 

New Jertof, South Carolina, 

Mr. Witherspoon, ay i Mr. Laurens, ay }-ay 

Clark, ay I '^ Georgia, 
Pentj/lvania, Mr. Langworthy, ay i 

Mr. Roberdeau, ay i Wood. ay I *' 

Clingan, ay 1 ay 

J. B. Smith, ay | 

So it was resolved in the affirmatlTe. 

Congress proceeded in the report ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That all officers of the army shall take and 
subscribe the foregoing oath or affirmation before the 
commander in chief, or any major generid or brigadier 
general : 

That all officers of the navy shall take and subscribe 
the same before one of the commissioners of the navy 
boards, or before a judge or justice of the peace of the 
State wherein they respectively reside, or shall receive 
their commissions or warrants : 

That all persons, holding any civil office of trust, or 
profit, under the Congress of these United States, shall 
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take and subscribe the said oath, or afflrmation, before a 
judge, or justice of the peace of the State wherein they 
respectively reside : 

That every officer, having the disposal of public money, 
or who is, or shall be entrusted with the charge or dis- 
tribution of public stores, shall, at the time of taking and 
subscribing the foregoing oath, or affirmation , also take 
an oath, or affirmation of office, in the following words : 

I, do swear (or affirm} that I will faithfull;, truly and impar- 

tially execute the office of to which I am appointed, and reader 

a tme aocount, when thereunto required, of all public monies by me 
received or expended, and of all stores or other effects to me entrusted, 
which belong to the United States; and will, in all respects, dischai^ 
the trust reposed in me with justice and integrity, to the best of my 
skill and understanding : 

That every officer taking the foregoing oaths, or affirma- 
tions, or either of them, shall obtain from the person 
administering the same duplicate certificates specifying 
the time of his taking it, or them, and also his name and 
rank, or employment: 

That every military officer shall deliver or transmit one 
of the certificates so obtained to the commander in chief, 
or the commander of a department, or to such person as 
by general orders shall be appointed to receive the same; 
and the said commanding officers shall cause the certifi- 
cates, so received, to be sent to the secretary of Congress, 
and shall keep an exact list of the names of all officers 
whose certificates shall be received and forwarded, together 
with their several ranks and the times of their being 
qualified: 

That every officer in the navy shidl deliver or send one 
of the certificates by him obtained to the navy board most 
convenient, who are required to transmit the same, and 
also a certificate of their own qualifications, to the Marine 
Committee, as soon as conveniently may be : 
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That every other person employed in any civil depart- 
ment or office, as above mentioned, shall send or deliver 
one of the certificates by him obtained to the secretary of 
the State to which he belongs, or to such other person or 
persons as the governor or president of such State shall 
direct; and the governors or presidents of the several 
states are hereby requested to attend to this matter, and 
to cause the certificates, when received, to be transmitted 
to the secretary of Congress : 

That each deponent or affirmant shall retain and keep 
the other certificate by him obtained, as a voucher of his 
having complied with what is hereby enjoined him. 

Sesolved, That every officer, civil or military, now in 
office, shall take and subscribe the qualification above 
directed, within twenty days after notice hereof; and 
every person hereafter appointed to any office by or 
under the authority of the Congress of the United States 
of America, shall take and subscribe the same previous 
to his acting in such office ; and every officer who shall 
continue or presume to exercise any commission, eivU or 
military, under the authority of the Congress of the 
United States of America, without taking the qualifica- 
tion in time and manner above directed, shall be cash- 
iered, .and forfeit two months' pay to the use of the 
United States of America, and be rendered incapable of 
serving in the army of the said states, and of executing 
thereafter any office under Congress. 

And whereas many persons employed as deputy or 
assistant commissaries or quarter masters, or In other 
civil departments, are d^persed in various parts of the 
Continent, over whom neither Congress nor the head of 
their respective departments can have the immediate 
inspection : 
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Besolvedf That it be recommended to the legislative and 
executive authority of every State, to take effectual 
measures for preventing any person within their State 
from exercising any office in the civil department of the 
army, or in any other civil department, under Congress, 
who shall not, when thereunto required by any magis- 
trate, produce a legal appointment to such office, and a 
certificate of his having taken the foregoing oaths or 
affirmations, or who shall neglect or refuse to take and 
subscribe the said oatl^ or afSrmatdons within the time 
above limited. 

Besolved, That the. r^olutions passed \Axe 21 day of 
October, 1776, prescribing the form of an oath or affir- 
mation, and directing the same to be subscribed by offi- 
cers holding commissions or offices from Congress, be, 
and they are hereby repealed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1778 

A report from the Board of War being laid before 
Congress, the same was taken into consideration ; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the first paragraph relative to empow- 
ering the Board of War to contract for the casting of 
brass cannon, &c. be referred to a committee of four: 
the members chosen, Mr. [Elbridge] (Jerry, Mr. [Eli- 
phalet] Dyer, Mr. [James] Lovell, and Mr. [William] 
Ellery. 

It was then moved, That Messrs. Goy, Pierre, Boicbard, 
Parrison, and Niverd, together with ten artillery Ser- 
jeants, and ten Serjeants of artificers, being of the corps 
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that came over with Mons. Coudray, be retained in the 
service of the United States: HQuestion put,|| 



yew Bam-pthvre, 

Mr. FroBt, 
MaasaehueetU Bay, 
Mr. Gerry, 
IiOTeU, 
Rhode Idand, 
Mr. Ellery, 
Conneeticuiy 
Mr. Dyer, 
SeiB Jersey, 
Mr. WitherspoOD, 
Clark, 
PeneybttomMi, 
Mr. Boberdeui, 
Clingan, 
Jas. Smith, 
J. B. Smith, 



ayf 



no \-aXi 
ay J- ay 



Ddaware, 

Mr. M'Eean, 
Maryland, 
Mr. Forbes, 
Henry, 
Vvrginia, 
Mr. P. L. Lee, 
North Carolina. 

Mr. Fenn, 
Sovth Carolina, 
Mr. Laurena, 
Georgia, 
Mr. Langworthy, 
Wood, 



ay }-ay 



ay [-• 
ay I- ay 



ay j-ay 



So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That Mons. Goy, Mons. Pierre, Mons. Boi- 
chard, Mons. Parrison, and Mons. Niverd, be appointed 
captains of artillery, and receive the common appoint- 
ments of that command while in America : 

That the Serjeants be appointed second lieutenants of 
artillery, with the common appointments of that com- 
mand while in America. 

Resolved, That Captain Isaac Corren receive monthly 25 
dollars additional pay, besides bis present appointments, 
in consideration of his teaching the laboratory art to such 
officers of artillery as shall be sent to him for that 
purpose. 

That 2,000 dollars be advanced to Captain I. Corren, 
to pay his company of laboratory artillery men, and to 
recruit the said company to 100 men, agreeable to the 
directions of General Washington ; he to account for the 
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expenditure to Colonel Benjamin Flower, who is to be 
charged with the same.' 

Resolved, That the commiBsioner at the court of Tus- 
cany be empowered and directed to endeavour to obtain a 
loan of money, not exceeding one million sterling, at the 
usual rate of interest, on the faith of the thirteen united 
states of America, for a term not less than ten years, with 
permission, if practicable, to repay the same sooner, if it 
shall be agreeable to these states, giving to the lender 
twelve months previous notice of such intention to retom 
the money. 

Ordered^ That the Committee for Foreign AfEairs signify 
to the commissioner at the court of Tuscany, that if the 
money which he is directed to borrow, cannot be obtained 
at a less interest than six per centum, he is permitted to 
engage for that rate ; and that he stipulate if possible for 
the payment of the interest by annexing it to the principal 
annually during the continuance of the present war, after 
which the interest shall be paid off yearly as it becomes 
due. 

That the said commissioner be instructed farther to 
consider the money to be borrowed by biTYi as a fund to 
be applied, unless Congress shall direct otherwise, solely 
to answer such draughts as Congress may make for the 
purpose of lessening the sum of paper money in circulation . 

That he also be instructed to keep as secret as the nature 
of the thing will admit, whatever loan he shall be able to 
obtain on account of these united states ; and to give the 
most early and repeated information to Congress of his 
progress in the directed application. 

Resolved, That Mr. [John] Penn be added to the com- 
mittee on the state of Georgia. 

' Theee pangnphe fonned a report from tha Board of Wir, dated Febnwry 2, and 
era in tite Papen of the Continental Oongrett, No. 147, I, folio 485. The membere 
preaent vera tiatee and PetotB. 
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A letter, of the 28 January, from M. Glarkson, was 
read, signifying his acceptance of the office of auditor, to 
which the Congress had been pleased to appoint him; 
also, 

A letter, of the 2(>th January from General Sullivan ; 
a letter, of the 12 January from A. Gary, speaker of the 
senate, and G. Wythe, speaker of the house of delegates, 
of Yirgioia, and one, of the 29, from the committee of 
Congress at the camp, were read.' 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report: 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the commissioner of 
the continental loan office for the State of North Carolina, 
for 20,000 dollars, in favour of the Commercial Commit- 
tee, to be by them transmitted to Messrs. Hewes and 
Smith, for public service; the said Committee to be 
accountable. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Nathaniel Appleton, 
Esqr commissioner of the continental loan office in the 
State of Massachusetts bay, for 3,000 dollars, in favour 
of the Commercial Committee, to be by them transmitted 
to James Warren, Esq- for public service; the said Com- 
mittee to be accountable. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of William Buchanan, Esq' commissary general, for 
312,000 dollars, of which 200,000 dollars to be transmitted 
to William Aylett, Esq' deputy commissary general of 
purchases for the southern district, and the residue, viz. 
112,000 dollars, for the use of the middle department; for 
which the said commissary general is to be accountable. 

Ordered, That a set of bills of exchange be drawn by 
the President on the commissioners in France, for six 

' The letter of Clarkaon is in the Ptgien of the QmUmmbd Omtgnu, So. 78, V, IbUo 
US; Uut of SnlliTUi is in No. 160, foUo 93; that of Wythe Is in No. 78, XXm, foUo 
437; that of the committee to camp !■ in No. 33, folio 7S. 
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hundred livres toumois, in favour of Lieutenant Fonquet, 
one of the officers of the late Mons. du Goudray^s corps, 
it being for his gratification allowed by Mr. Deane, and 
not included in the settlement with Mr. le Brun, on the 
13 of November last ; and that the two sets of bills, drawn 
on the commissioners aforesaid, bearing date the 14 day 
of November last, one in favour of Captain Fouquet, for 
573 livres, and the other, in favour of Lieutenant Fouquet, 
for 287 livres toumois, be delivered them, and be in full 
of their pay to the said 14 November last.' 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1778 

Resolved^ That the Committee on Foreign Applications 
be directed to examine into the circumstances of the 
French officers who have been detained in this town, 
under a promise of having their expences borne until 
employed, or until they can have a positive answer that 
they cannot be taken into the service, and that the Com- 
mittee report what sums should be paid to them. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury take into consid- 
eration the services of Charles Thomson, Esq. in execu- 
ting the office of secretary of Congress since the 10th day 

> This report is in the Papert of At Omtmenlal Omgrat, TSo. 136, II, folio 69. 

On the back of the TrnHmy report (No. 136, II, folio 66], Charles Thomson has 
noted: 

" I have ezuninod the joonuUe, uid see no reason why the bills reported on the 18 
November bet, u doe to the two Foaqnebi for the b^lUnce of pey ahoold not be 
paid; eepedally as Hr. Lovel reported that when they entered into the new contract 
with the board of war, they mentioned that they expected to have thoee bills to send 
home to their family; and as it appears that the younger Fouquet recdved no gntti- 
flcation before he left France and that it was omitted by mistake npon the settle- 
ment with le Bran, tAol also shonld be paid, vie. 600 livrea. 

" Bat the 000 livres allowed for their ptimggn and the 100 dollars allowed to carry 
each of them to the port of embarkation should be stopped, as they have entered 
into the service of the states." 
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of May, 1776, the time he was last paid up to, and report 
an adequate allowance. 

A letter, of the 3d, from the council of Penaylvania, 
to the delegates from that State, in Congress, was hud 
before Congress, and read.' 

The oonunlttee, to whom was referred the proposid of 
the Board of War, respecting founderies, brought in a 
report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Board of War and Ordnance be 
directed to lay before Congress an estimate of the 
ezpence of erecting and carrying on a foundery for brass 
ordnance, the number of peraons necessary to conduct 
the business, and the proper salaries for each/ 

A Tooommondfttion from GfonoHil Gk>toQ in foTouj of the 
CboT' do PoAUy i that on ftooount of his " ■ having diatin 
guiflbed himoolf in tho agmy of the TTnitod S to i toa during 
tho loot campaign in tho northom dopartmoa ty 
beexpoDfted, by Mb b obI, oonduot and bravogy in soyoH^ 
im?"*^ ^' dotoohmonts, and fi - oquontly rooonnoitoring tbo 
enemy' s odvanood poeta, a s likowi e o by hi s 
i artgopidity in two g eneral notionfl) ho moy bo promoted 
from tho rank of ■ li e ntonnnt ook>B e Iy which he fif s t 
e btoanod on onterii^ tii ft-e orwoe to-feat of eolonel in tbo 
a wny of the United S tntoa" woo road. — Wh e reupon, it 
ff O B moYod 

That a colonel bo now appointod -f To feia tho proTiouo 
quoation was mo¥od - , - wbotbep th a t qnoation bo now put) 

PoQOod in tho no g ntiye. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant be drawn on the treasurer In 
favour of Mr. Anthony Butler, agent to Quarter Master 

■ This letter iaiDth«Aip«-i(i^(A«Cbn(tn«nl(iIOmirr«>*> Ko. 68, 1, folio 4S8. 
'This report, in tfae writing ot Juoea Lorell, u in the Papen of the OonHnattal 
Couffrm, No. Z7, foUo 76. 
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General Mifflin, for 12,000 dollars, for the use of three 
brigades of waggons about to be despatched to North 
Carolina for cloathing ; for which the said quarter master 
general is to be accountable. 

Ordered, That there be advanced to Colonel Donald 
Campbell, five hundred and thirty three dollars and one 
third of a dollar, for which he is to account, and that a 
warrant issue on the treasurer for the said sum. 

Resolved, That the pay of the oommiBsioners of accounts 
in the several departments be augmented to five dollars a 
day.^ 

Resolvedy That the captain or commanding of&cer of 
each company in the service of the United States, shall, 
at the end of every month, furnish the regimental pay 
master with a pay roll, containing the names of the com- 
missioned and non-commissioned officers and privates of 
the company, their rank, the time from and to which 
they are to be paid, their monthly pay, the sums due to 
each, and a column for casualties, in which is to be 
inserted the dates of deaths, desertions, disohaiges, and 
captivities : and the several regimental pay masters shall 
respectively keep true copies of such pay rolls, and cause 
the amount thereof to be added to the proper abstracts of 
field and staff officers, that the whole may be examined, 
as heretofore ordered by Congress.' 

Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to send to 
William Palfrey, Esq^ the money ordered on the 14 
January last, under such escort as the Board of Wiu* 
shall furnish, th^ commanding officer of the escort to give 
his receipt for the same to the treasurer, which receipt 
shall be cancelled, by lodging with the treasurer, in lieu 
thereof, the receipt of the pay master general. 

> Tiiia report !■ in the Papen oj (A« OmJtnenloi Ctonfren, No. 136, II, folio S3. 
'This puignph, in the writing of Elbrldge 0«R7, la in the Papen of the Cbnli- 
nentta Cbfvren, Ko. 136, II, folio 61. 
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The oonunittee appointed on the 27 August, 1777, to 
collect evidence of the state of the army in the northern 
department, and also the state of the troops, military 
stores and provisions at the posts of Tyconderoga and 
Mount Independence, before, and at the time when the 
evacuation was determined upon, report, 

That they have made the fullest enquiry in their power 
into the several articles enumerated in the resolve of 
Congress of the date above mentioned, and have collected 
a variety of evidence, which they are ready to transmit to 
General Washington ; Whereupon, 

Sesolvedy That the committee be directed to transmit 
the evidence by them collected to General Washington, 
and that be be authorized and directed to appoint a court 
martial for the trial of the general officers who were in 
the northern department when Tioonderoga and Mount 
Independence were evacuated, agreeable to the rules and 
articles of war: ^ 

That two counsellors, learned in the law, be appointed 
to assist and co-operate with the judge advocate in con- 
ducting the trial. 

The gentlemen chosen : 

Jonathan D. Sergeant, Esq' attorney general for the 
State of Pensylvania; 

William Patterson, Esq- attorney general for the State 
of New Jersey. 

Sesolvedf That the commander in chief be directed to 
transmit to Congress, the proceedings of all general courts 
martial held on the hial of general officers. 

Congress took into consideration the letter of the 3, 
from the council of Pensylvania to their delegates in 
Congress: Whereupon, 

1 This report, in the writiiig of Heniy IjHimui, 1b in the Ftipert of the ContmaOai 
Oongrtu, "So. 29, folio 26. What followi is In the wii1aii|t of Charles Tbomaoa. 
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Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
take into consideratioQ the said letter; that the Board of 
War be directed to lay before the said committee the 
whole of their proceedings in consequence of the resolu- 
tions of Congress of the 15 January last, for the laying up 
m^azines of fiour for the use of the army; and that the 
said committee report, as soon as may be, what measures 
should be taken for that purpose : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean, Mr. 
[John] Henry, and Mr. [William] Ellery. 

A letter, of the 3, from General Washington, was read.' 

Congress took into consideration the report of the 
Board of War of the 28 January: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the following plan be adopted for carry- 
ing into immediate execution the important busine^ of 
the quarter master general : 

1. The military line, to be styled the quarter master 
general's, which is to include the regulating of marches, 
encampments, order of battle, &c. &c. as described in the 
books of the profession : 

This ofl&eer not to have the disposal of public money, 
except small occasional sums for defraying petty expences 
in the army. 

2. The commissary of forage, who is to be confined to 
that article in his purchases. 

3. The commissary for horses and waggons. 

4. The agent for the purchase of tents, entrenching 
tools, building of barracks, and for all the smaller sup- 
plies of the department. 

The three last to be governed in their purchases by the 
estimates and orders of the quarter master gener^ or the 
Board of War. 

■Thia Letter ifl in th«i\:9i«no/ IV OdoMntol OmfraM, No. 162, V. folio SSa, 
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Ordered, That the Board of War prepare suitable regu- 
lations for the quarter master general's department, 
agreeable to the foregoing plan. 

The Board of War having returned the memorial of 
Lieutenant Colonel Dyer, with their opinion, Congress 
took the same into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That General Washington be directed to ex- 
tend Lieutenant Colonel Dyer's furlow to the first of 
April ; and if, at that time, he shall not have recovered 
his health, so as to be able to take the field, that his 
resignation be accepted.* 

A letter, of the 13 January, from Major General Heath, 
at Boston, with sundry papers enclosed, was read :' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6. 1778 

Besolved, That a committee of three he appointed as a 
committee of intelligence, with power to extract and pub- 
lish such parts of letters, papers and intelligence referred 
to them as they shall judge proper: 

The members chosen, Mr. Jfonathan] 6[ayard] Smith, 
Mr. [James] Lovell, and Mr. [John] Henry. 

A lottor from Lioutonnnt C?<denel Floujy woo rood ; 
WboFoupon, 

BoBolyod^ That Lioutonon t Colonel Fteiwy bo iaformod 
the CongPOQO look upon tho loto e og yiee 

Ordered to be atmck ■l-t.i.-l v ij.i i j 

out the nme day. in whioh ho hoo bcon lotoly omployod 

by General Woohington, na of tho ut 

mo e t importanoe r a nd t hat they dopir e b e naay r e turn ' - to 

' Bee note imd«r February 11, p. — , pod. 

■ This letter ia in the Paptrt qf Iht Qmtmental Congrtn, No. 67, folio 136. 
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tb ft o a iftp and pgoooouto that dooi^ in whiehj if ho huq 
oood^ it will bo oon e idorod ao a moot oooontiol oofyioo r 

The Gomiuittee on the Treasury brought in a report: 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^ That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of the delegates of the State of Delaware, for 
10,000 dollars, to be transmitted to the honorable (George 
Bead, Esq- vice-president of the said State, for the pur- 
pose of recruiting the Delaware batallion ; the said State 
to be accountable. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer for 
100,000 dollars, in favour of Williun Palfrey, pay master 
general, to be transmitted bim by the treasurer, for the 
use of the army, and that the treasurer take a receipt for 
the money from the ofScer who is to convey the same, 
and the officer to return a receipt from the pay master 
general, to be lodged with the treasurer; the pay master 
general to be accountable.^ 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee to whom the letters from Dr. Shippen, Dr. Bush, 
and others were committed ; and thereupon came to the 
following resolutions : 

For the better regulating the hospitals of the United 
States, 

Resolved, That there be a depuly director general for 
the hospitals between Hudson and Potomack rivers ; and 
that the superintending care of the director general be 
extended equally over the hospitals in every district, and 
that he be excused from the duty of providing supplies, 
ond from ^■ pftrtkwteriy ' ' B upoiintonding the sa id hoapitaJfl 
when the deputy director general shall be ready to enter 
upon the office : 

' I^Ua report U in the i^9>mq^tA«amlwunlaiam|r«M. No. 186,11, toUo65. 
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That the several officers of the hospitals shall cease 
to exercise such of their former powera as are herein 
assigned to other officers thereof : 

That in the absence of the director general from any 
district, the physician general and surgeon general shall 
hereafter determine the number of hospitals to be pro- 
vided by the deputy director general for the sick and 
wounded, and shall superintend and controul the aCEairs 
of such hospitals : 

That the director general shall consult vrith the phy- 
sician general and surgeon general in each district, about 
the supplies necessary for the hospitals, and shall give 
orders in writing to the deputy director general thereof 
to provide the same; and, in the absence of the director 
general, the physician general and surgeon general shall 
issue such orders : 

That each deputy director general shall appoint one or 
more of the assistant deputy directors, under him, to the 
sole business of providing beds, furniture, utensils, hos- 
pital cloathing, and such like articles; and shall appoint 
one or more to provide medicines, instruments, dressings, 
herbs, and necessaries of a similar kind : 

That the director general shall frequently visit the 
hospitals in each district, and see that the regulations are 
carried into effect; shall examine into the number and 
qualifications of the hospital officers, report to Congress 
any abuses that may have taken place, and discharge the 
supernumerary officers, if there be any, that all unneces- 
sary expence may be saved to the public ; and when the 
director general is in any particular district, the physician 
general and surgeon general in that district shall not 
appoint any officers without his consent : 

That, on the settlement of hospital accounts, the officers 
entrusted with public money shall produce vouchers to 
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prove the expenditure, and receipts from the proper 
officers of the hospitals, specifying the delivery of the 
stores and other articles purchased; and the apothecaries, 
mates, stewards, matrons, and other officers, receiving 
such stores and other articles, shall he accountable for 
the same, and shall produce vouchers for the delivery 
thereof from such officers, and according to such forms as 
the physicians general and surgeons general have directed, 
or shall, from time to time, direct ; which forms and direc- 
tions the physicians and surgeons general shall report to 
the Board of Treasury : 

That the director general, or, in his absence from the 
district, the physician general, and sui^eon general, shall 
appoint a ward master for each hospital, to receive the 
arms, accoutrements and cloathing of each soldier admit- 
ted therein, keeping entries of, and giving receipts for 
such articles, which, on the recovery of the soldier, shall 
be returned to him, or, in case of his death, the arms and 
accoutrements shall be delivered to the commissary or 
deputy commissary of military stores, and receipts be 
taken for the same; and the ward master shall receive 
and be accountable for the hospital cloathing ; and per- 
form such other services as the physician genersJ, or 
the surgeon general shall direct : 

That the physicians general and surgeons general shall 
hereafter make no returns to the deputy directors general, 
but the returns shall be made by the said officers respec- 
tively to the director general, who shall carefully transmit 
copies of each with his monthly return to Congress, and 
suspend such of the officers aforesaid as neglect this or 
any other part of their duty, and shall report their names 
to Congress: 
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That the director and deputy directors general forth- 
with prepare their accounts, and adjust them with the 
commissioners of claims, at the Board of Treasury. 

That four dollars a day, and the former allowance of 
rations, be hereafter allowed to each assistant deputy 
director and the commissary of the hospitals in each dis- 
trict ; and one dollar a day, and two rations, to each ward 
master: 

Resolved, That Dr. Potts be called from the northern 
district, and appointed to act as deputy director general 
in the middle district. 

Resolved, That the eldest assistant deputy director in 
the northern district shall execute the of&ce of the deputy 
director general in the sidd district, until the further 
orders of Congress : 

That the salaries of the hospital officers and debts con- 
tracted for the hospitals of the middle district to the time 
of Dr. Potts's entering upon the office of deputy director 
general therein, shall be adjusted and paid by the director 
general, who shall deliver all the public stores in his pos- 
session to the deputy director general or his order, taking 
duplicate receipts for the same, and transmitting one of 
each to the Board of Treasury ; and the same rule shall be 
observed by Dr. Potts with respect to the salaries and 
debts of the hospitals of the northern district, and the 
public stores thereof, which are to be delivered to his 
successor in office in that district. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a physician gen- 
vtvX in the middle district, in the room of Dr. Bush, 
rooignodt and the ballots being taken, 

Dr. William Brown was elected. 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the 
committee appointed to consider the proposals contained 
in a letter to General Washington &om the committee 
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sent to camp, brought in a report ; Whereupon, Congress 
c^ne to the following resolutions : 

Whereas, it has been found by experience, that the mode 
adopted by a resolution of Congress of the 29 April, 1777, 
for calling to account such officers as have been intrusted 
with public money, for recruiting continental batallions, 
has not had the desired effect; and it is essential to the 
liberties of the United States that due attention should be 
paid to the expenditure of their public monies, to enable 
them to support the war, and avoid that system of cor- 
ruption and tyranny which prevails in the government of 
their unnatural enemies : 

Resolved, That the resolution aforesaid, excepting that 
part thereof that empowers the commissioners of claims 
and accounts to administer oaths and affirmations, be 
repealed. 

That a suitable number of auditors of accounts be ap- 
pointed by Congress [for the armies of the United 
States:]' 

That it shall be the duty of each auditor to reside in the 
army to which he is appointed, and not to be absent with- 
out the leave of the commanding officer ; to call to account 
the fle vopal Bogimontol PayB ft o e toro and JooFuiting offi 
o e i B th e reof [all regimental officers] for public money, 
which they shall have received and have not accounted 
for; to receive, from time to time, the pay rolls and ab- 
stracts of the army from the pay master or deputy pay 
master general, who shall previously examine and certify 
thereon the sums that are due; to settle all other accounts 
of the army, excepting those in the departments of the 
quarter master, pay master, director, cloathier, or barrack 
master general, and of the commissaries general of pro- 
visions, prisoners and military stores ; to certify the sums 

' Tha wordi in bntcketa ftre in tfaa writiDg of Henry LMireno. 
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that may appear to be due on any accounts, and to present 
such accounts and abstracts to the commanding officer, 
who shall thereupon, unless he has good reason to the 
contrary, issue proper warrants on the pay master or 
deputy pay master general in discharge thereof : 

That it be recommended to the legislatures of the 
respective states, forthwith to transmit to the Board of 
Treasury, duplicate accounts of all monies heretofore 
advanced by them for the United States, to regimental 
pay masters, or other officers of the army : that the Board 
of Treasury be directed to order a record to be kept of 
such accounts, charging the proper officers therewith ; and 
that each State sustain the loss which may arise from the 
detention of its accounts aforesaid, after the first day of 
July next: 

That the auditor general, commissioners of accounts, 
paymaster and deputy paymasters general, and such other 
continental officers as may have monies charged in their 
offices to persons who are to account with the respective 
auditors, be directed to send, on or before the first day of 
May next, and afterwards quarterly, to the respective 
auditors of the army, duplicate accounts of such chaises, 
and to furnish them with the necessary papers and infor- 
mation, when required, for executing their office : and the 
said auditors are severally directed to observe the same 
rule with respect to each other, and also once a quarter to 
transmit, to each of the officers aforesaid, duplicate lists 
of the regiments, whose accounts they are to audit, and 
to the Board of Treasury, a list of accoimts received from 
the several officers aforesaid, together with the names of 
such of the said officers as shall have neglected to comply 
with this resolve,' [in order that the Board may have the 

^Tbe ordinal report here read: "WhaBhall beanmmoned to appear before the 
Board, and being convicted thereof shall be acconntable for the LoBses aiiaing from 
their neglect toA be liable to DiamiiBion from the Snrioe." 
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proper informations, to the end that such speedy and 
effectual measures may be taken therein as may be just 
and necessary : ] ^ 

That the auditors shall keep fair and regular books con- 
stantly posted, and shall charge therein all accounts 
referred to them for settlement by the preceding article, 
and all warrants drawn in favour of persons who are 
accountable to them for the same: they shall also keep a 
fair record of all accounts disallowed by them, and of 
such as are allowed, but not stated in the said books, in 
order to which, and that the pay rolls, abstracts and 
accounts settled by the auditors may be filed in their 
respective offices, no warrant whatever shall be paid by 
the pay master or deputy pay master general, until the 
respective auditor shall have certified thereon that it has 
pa^ed his inspection, and that the accounts and vouchers 
thereto belonging are lodged in his office : 

That each recruiting officer shall produce certificates 
from the muster master or deputy muster master general, 
specifying the number of non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers, and if officers of the light horse, the number of 
horses, arms and equipage belonging to their respective 
regiments, companies or troops, together with such vouch- 
ers as shall be necessary to prove the smns expended for 
these articles, the subsistance of the troops before their 
joining the army, the loss of money by death, desertions 
of non-commissioned officers or soldiers before muster, 
or other necessary expences, [agreeable to the resolves of 
Congress in such case provided:]' 

That if any officer shall not, within one month after 
application for that purpose, render Ms account to the 
proper auditor, or shall be guilty of withholding or embez- 

' These worda are io the writing of Willuun Ellery. 
* An uueBdment in writing of William Ellny. 
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zling the public money, such auditor shall make report 
thereof to the commanding officer of the army, who shall 
order a court martial on such officer/ [in order that he 
may be dealt with according to the rules and articles of 
war in that ease provided : ] ' 

9. That the respective Auditors be authorized and directed to 
employ a discreet and capable persoo as an Agent, to go into the sev- 
eral States and call to Account such officer and other persons resident 
therein, as are accountable to them for public Money. And if any 
such officer or person shall refuse or neglect to adjust his accounts, or 
shall withhold or embezzle the public Money, such Agent shall forth- 
with deliver his account to the Attorney General of the State, to be 
proceeded with as aforesaid.* 

That each regimental pay master or other officer of the 
army shall, upon settlement of his account, refund all 
sums of money, which he has drawn for, but not paid to 
prisoners, deserters, and men who have died in the serv- 
ice; and the auditor shall keep an alphabetical record of 
the names of such prisoners, deserters and dead men, 
tK^ether with the sums received on account of each ; and 
upon application of any prisoner or his agent, or the 
widow, administrator or executor of any such dead man, 
or of any officer in the same regiment, in whose debt 
each deceased person may have died, and whose account 
is properly attested, the said auditor is empowered to 
report to the commanding officer an allowance not 
exceeding the sums received on account of such prisoner 
or dead man; and the commissary and deputy commis- 

*The origliul report here read: "And theFkct being ucertuned bj their Judg- 
ment, flhall hnmedlately caoae hhn to be caahiered, and a Copy of the Beport deliv- 
ered to the Aoditor to be by him pabliahed and tranamitted, vith the proper papen 
to the Attorney Glenentl of the State to which the delinqnect belonge; and the eaid 
Attorney General is hereby fnlly Aothorized ia behalf of the United States to take 
efiectnal Meaanres for compelling snch delinqnenta toaccoont inaConrtof Jnatico." 

' Words in brackets irere added by Henry Laurens. 

* Against theeepangraphe la written: " Postponed eth." 
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sary general of prisoners are directed to make out a list 
of the said officers and soldiers who are prisoners with 
the enemy, when required by the respective auditors : 

That whenever it shall appear to any of the said audi- 
tors, upon the settlement of an account in their office, 
that a balance is due to the United States, or to prisoners, 
deserters, or on account of men who have died in the 
service, the sum being ascertained shall be paid by the 
person who owes it to the pay master or deputy pay master 
general, who shall give a receipt for the same on the said 
account, and two other receipts of the same tenor and 
date, to be lodged with the auditor ; and upon the delivery 
thereof, such auditor shall dischai^e the said accoxmt, and 
recording the receipts, shall transmit one of them to the 
Board of Treasury, that the money may be charged to the 
officer receiving it: 

That all public debts received by the Attorneys General agents, 
employed by the respective auditors, be collected by them, and deliv- 
ered with any other public money which they may receive, 

FiMtMBtd ^ ^^ ^y master or deputy pay master General; and that 
the said Auditors be directed ooce a quarter to transmit to 
the Board of Treasury, an account of such Debts and Money, with 
the Vouchers, to prove the delivery thereof. 

That the auditors be empowered to administer oaths or 
affirmations to persons examined by them in the execution 
of their office : 

That all officers of the United States be, and they axe 
hereby required to give protection and countenance to the 
auditors^ aforesaid in the dischai^e of their duty : 

That the quarter master general and his deputies be 
respectively directed to provide the auditors in each army 
wilji a convenient house near head quarters, and that no 
other officers be quartered therein : 

'Th« voids "and their t^ento" w«i« here intartined, and afterwards Btrwik oaL 
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That, for the preservation of the public papers, the 
quarter master general or his deputies shall provide for the 
auditors in each army a good covered waggon, with horses 
under their direction, and the said auditors shall also be 
provided with suitable guards for the same purpose : 

That each auditor be allowed five four dollars and three 
rations a day, during the continuance of his office, and 
forage for his horse : 

That Matthew Glarkson and Major John Clark Esq" be 
appointed auditors for the army under the conunand of 
General Washington; and that they be authorized to 
appoint two clerks, and allow them 50 dollars a month 
and two rations a day. 

That ooab Aadito y-^ h a l l- t a fee -a n - O at h -e f - (Mwo imd the Qnth pfo 
a eribcd fop Offieoi s of the Anny - by a Bc e olntioo of Congpoo B «f-Ae 

Day <rf provioiw t o dwif eotoFing on thoif offioo, ' Corti fi- 

o a to fl of whioh - to bo fl onfe to tbo Tpoo a uFy Offioo. 

That in adjuoting tho a oooant a of Pof s op s that oa tbe Botro a t of 
tho Army havo Io s t - tbei f- "V "- ouobof a j it bo « ppi¥ a bo InstPuotioD to tho 
Auditor to obtain tbo boe t- inferaa a tion from ' tbo Gk i noral Offieoro of 
othop pog s oofl in - tbo - A r my - ey dop a rt a iiCTit) rol a ti ¥ 0"to B ueh aoeount e 
a nd uoo a DiBoPOtitm a ^Foww-iB i-a dinini flt eriag - Oatha op offiHo atfoBB 



Resolved, That the remainder of the report be postponed. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 7, 1778 

It being represented to Congress that Lieutenant Col- 
onel Fleury, whom the Marquis de Fayette is desirous of 
taking with bim to Canada, is not able to proceed on the 

' This report is is the Paper* of (he Continetttal Omtrf. No. 19, VI, tolio 226. On 
folio 221 are suiieiidmenta in the writing of Jameti Smith, and on folio 223 ue the 
mme amendments, in the writing of Smith, with othen, in the writing of Thomu 
HcKeuk. 
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journey for want of a horse, having lost three horses in 
different actions during the course [of the] last campaign ; 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Lieutenant Colonel Fleury for two hundred dollars.^ 

The committee appointed to examine into the circum- 
stances of the French officers who have been detained 
under a promise of having their expences borne until 
employed, or until they can have a positive answer that 
they cannot betaken into the service, report, " That Baron 
Frey has incurred an expense of 346 2/3 dollars, and Mr. 
Crenis of 416 dollars in consequence of such promise, and 
ought to be paid those sums severally by a warrant upon 
the continental treasurer." 

Ordered^ That the said sums be paid. 

Resolved, That the committee at the camp be directed 
to consult with General Washington and report to Con- 
gress proper persons for filling the offices in the several 
departments of the quarter master general. 

A letter, of the 29 January, from Colonel David Mason, 
and a letter of the 27th January, from Governor Henry|| of 
Yirginiall to the delegates of that State, were laid before 
Congress, II and read:|| 

Ordered, That the former be referred to the Board of 
Treasury, and the latter to the Board of War. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clook on Monday. 



MONDAY. FEBRUARY g. 1778 

Mr. Nathaniel Scudder, a delegate from New Jersey, 
attended, and took his seat in Congress. 

A letter, of this day, from Mons. John de Eermovan, 
colonel, was read, desiring to be promoted to the rank of 

I See under Febrour 11, 1778, pott. 
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brigadier, and intunating \m desire to quit the service, if 
his request is not granted ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congress do not think it consistent with 
the good of the service to promote Colonel Kermovan to 
the rank of brigadier, and that the Committee on For- 
eign Applications inform Colonel Eermovan that Con- 
gress have no farther occasion for his service. 

A letter, of the 11 Januaiy, from Major General Arnold, 
at Albany, with snndry papers enclosed, was read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
War. 

A letter, of the 15 January, from H. Marchant, at 
South Kingston, State of Rhode Island, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of the 26 January, from Governor Living- 
ston, of New Jersey, at Morristown, was read.^ 

The Committee of Commerce laid before Congress sun- 
dry lettere, which were read and returned to the Commit- 
tee; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce be empow- 
ered and directed to write to the commissioners at the 
court of France, desiring them to appoint one or more 
suitable person^ to be commercial agents for conducting 
the commercial business of the United States in France 
and other parts of Europe. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the supreme exec- 
utive powers of every State, to give attention to the con- 
duct and behaviour of all continental officers, civil or 
military, in the execution of their respective offices ; that 
the said executive poweis be authorized to suspend from 
pay and employment, for misbehaviour or neglect of duty, 

>The letter of Kwmovan Is in the Papert of the Cbntineitlal Cbagrtti, No. 78, xm, 
folio 466; that of Arnold is in No. 162, folio 110; that of Harelunt la in No. 78, XV, 
foUo 391; and that of Uvingfbm, in No. 68, folio 325. 
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within their respectire states, any officer of the staff or 
other civil officer aforesaid, not immediately appointed by 
Congress, and to make a temporary appointment in his 
place, if necessary, and to remove such of the said civU 
officers as shall appear to be supernumerary, forthwith 
reporting in either case their proceedings to Congress: 
that in case of any reprehensible conduct in any other 
officer of the United States, it be recommended to the 
executive powers aforesaid, to enquire into the circum- 
stances of the case, and if, in a civil officer appointed by 
Congress, to transmit an account thereof to Congress; if ' 
in a military officer, to lay the same as soon as possible 
before the Commander in Chief or commanding officer of 
the department. 

Eesolved, That it be recommended to the legislatures 
of the several states, to enact laws for the most speedy 
and effectual recovery of debts due to the TTnited &ta,tea 
of America." 

< In the Papers of the OmtiaerUal Oangrai, No. 19, VI, (olio 231, is the following, 
in the writing ot AbraliAm Cluk; the second puagmph wu a anbetitate for the 

fliEt: 

"That it be recommended to the Legifllatnrea of each State to Enact Lawi (where 
Laws already passed are insnffldBnt) for recovering Debto due to the United States 
of America from dellnqnenta residing within their State, by Action ot Debt, or oil 
the Case at the Suit of the TreMorer of the United SUtee." 

"That it be recommended to the Legislatoree of each State to Snact Laws for the 
most speedy and e&ectnal recovery of Debts due to the TTnited States of America 
tma Delinqaents residing in th^ State, either by Leftal Summary process or in a 
Stunmary way as may be most coiuistent with the Constitation and Approved Cus- 
toms, in Actions to be brought at the Suit of the Treasurer of the United States of 
America for the Hme being.". 

On folio 223 are the foUowing paragisptu, In the writing of Thomas McKean; the 
flrst was stmck ont: 

' ' That it be recommended to the Bnpream Executive Powete of every State to give 
attentioD to the befaaviour of the officers, civil and military, of the United States, when 
witliin their respective jurisdictions; that Uiey have power to suspend from pay and 
employment for misbehaviour, or n^lect of doty any civil officer, and to make a 
temporary appointment in his place if neceaary, and to ranove any such Offlceia as 
shall appear to be sopeninmerary; aad that tbey lorthwith report tbdr prooeedinp 
to Congrees. And, in case, of any reprebendble conduct, in a military officer, that 
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Resolved, That the President write to Mr. [Jeremiah] 
Wadsworth, and request him to attend Congress on mat- 
ters of consequence : 

That the Board of War be directed forthwith to enquire 
into the causes of the deficiencies in the department of 
the purchasing commissaries, and report to Congress. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY lo, 1778 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to enquire 
into the conduct of all strangers of suspicious characters, 
or whose business is not known and approved, who may 
come to the place where Congress sits, and to take care 
that the public receive no damage by such persons. 

A report from the Board of War, on the department of 
the commissary general of military stores, was laid before 
Congress, and after some time spent thereon, 

Adjourned to 3 o'Clock. 

\b»j make inquiry into the clrcnm«t>nce8 of th« cam, end lay the aune as eoon as 
poeslble before the Commander in chief." 

" That it be recommended to the legialatore of each State, to enact a law, aathoi> 
izing and directing the joBticeflof ttie Supretun or Buperiorcourt of each State to take 
oognicance of, and opOD a petition exhibited by any person impowered for that par- 
poee in behalf of the tJnited Statee, or his Attoine]', to call before them any officer 
or pereon, or the execntoni or adminiatratora of ench aa are deceased, who have 
received and not accounted for any monies belonging to the eaid United States, and 
to proceed in a sammary way, npon the testimony of witnesses and examination of 
persons interested, apon their oaths or affirmations, [by] inspection and examlnatiim 
of acoonnts, depositions taken after notice to the opposite party, and other writings, 
or by all or any of the aald ways, or otherwise, according to the drcninstancee of the 
case, as soon aa conveniently may be, to bear and determine the same; and finally 
to caoee th^ jodgmente or decreee in the premises to be executed, without appeal 
to any other court whatsoever: And that it be also recommended to the aaid L^s- 
laturee respectively by a law, or a clause in the law above mentioned, to oblige 
executors uid ad ministraton to give a priority in the payment of debts to the United 
8l«tea of America. " 
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ThIUSE O'CLOCK, p. H. 

Congress proceeded to consider farther the report of 
the Board of War, on the department of the commissary 
general of militaiy stores; but, not having time to go 
throt^h the same, 

Besolved, That the consideration thereof be postponed 
till to morrow. 

Resolved^ That another chaplain be chosen for the hos- 
pitals in the middle department : 

The ballots being taken, the Rev. Mr. || James || Sproat 
was elected. 

The delegates from North Carolina laid before Congress 
a resolution of the general assembly of that State, recom- 
mending Colonel Jethro Sumner and Colonel Thomas 
Clark, of the North Carolina forces, to be elected briga- 
diers general.' 

A letter, from Captain Bedaulx, dated 4 February was 
read.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY ti, 1778 

A letter, of the 6, from the Board of War, was read :* 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 
Resolved, That Major Buisson, who is going into Can- 
ada, be promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel, to be 
appointed to the command only of such Canadians as may 
be embodied in Canada. 

"Thii resotntiou, dated December 15, b in the Paper* uj (A« Cbntitmital Oongrat, 
No. 69, II. foUo 79. 
■Tbii letter ia in the Paper» of the OontmeiOoi Oougrm, No 78, n, foUo 379. 
■ Thia letter ie in the Papen of Ae OmtuMnloI Oonffrtm, No. 147, 1, folio 601. 
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A letter, of the 10th, from Major John Clark, was rend, 
meutioning his acceptance of the of&ce of auditor, to 
which the Gonf^reas have been pleased to appoint him/ 

A petition from Colonel John Chandler, of the Con- 
necticnt forces, was laid before Congress and read, setting 
forth, that he labours under a disorder which renders him 
unable to do his duty in the field, and expressing his 
apprehension that the fatigues of the camp will prove 
fatal to him, and therefore praying that he may have 
leave to resign his commission :* Whereupon, 

Eesohed, That Colonel John Chandler have leave to 
resign his commission. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report ; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That awarrantissue on the treasurer in favour 
of Mons. Fleury, for 200 dollars, for the payment of a 
horse, and in lieu of one he had killed in the public serv- 
ice, and that this sum be paid to John Penn, Esq' 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of John 
Gibson, Esq. auditor general, for 13,000 dollars, to enable 
him to discharge the residue of a warrant of the 1st Sep- 
tember last, in favour of the delegates of Georgia ; he to 
be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer for 126 60/90 dol- 
lars, in favour of J[onathan] B[ayard] Smith, Esq. the 
amount of his account of pay and rations as muster master 
general of the flying camp and militia in 1776, as settled 
by John Wilcooks and Peter Chevalier, Esqrs. a com- 
mittee appointed by Congress for settling the militia 
accounts.' 

' This letter is la the Papers of the Gmtinental Gongrm, No. 78, V, foUo 137. 
■This petition, dated Junury 31, is in the Papen of tht CbnMnentaJ Qm^pui, No. 
42, U, folio 38. 
> This report is in the i>BtMr*q^(A«amtm<nAifQmffMM, No. 136, II, foUo 67. 
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A letter, of the 29 January from William Aylett, Esq. 
to William Buchanan, commissary general of purchases, 
was laid before Congress, and read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three : 
the members chosen, Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee, Mr. 
[James] Lovell, and Mr. [John] Penn. 

The committee to whom the letter of the 2 from Major 
General Oates was referred, brought in a report, which 
was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, Congress came 
to the following resolution : 

Whereas, General Gates has hitherto retained his aids- 
de-camp and secretary in his family, having expectations 
in a short time again to take the field ; and whereas, the 
removal of his family to York town, and their manner of 
living in a public bouse, have been unavoidably very 
expensive, before he could procure a house for them : 

Mesohed, That a warrant issue on the treasury, payable 
to General Gates, for thirteen hundred and thirty three 
dollars and one third of a doUar, in order to reimburse him 
his extraordinary expences incurred in the public service. 

Congress resumed [|the consideration of!| the report of 
the Board of War, on the department of the commissary 
general of military stores; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That there shall be one commissary general 
of military stores, whose business it shall be to receive 
and deliver all arms, ammunition, and accoutrements, of 
every species and denomination ; to provide and contract 
for all such articles as may be wanted in this department, 
according to the directions he shall receive from the 
Board of War and Ordnance; to receive and collect re- 
turns from all the different states where there are any 
continental arms and stores, draw them into one general 
return, and, on the first day of every month, deliver one 
to the Board of War and Ordnance : 
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In case of vacancy, occasioned by death, resignation, 
or otherwise, of any of the commissaries, commissaries' 
deputies or conductors, which may happen in any depart- 
ment near to where the commissary general may be, he 
shall have permission to fill such vacancy, pro tempore, 
untU it shall be confirmed or disapproved by Congress : 

All moneys to be drawn on account of military stores, 
to be, by application of the commissary general or his 
deputies, to the Board of War and Ordnance; and all 
moneys so drawn to be accounted for by him once in every 
six months to the Board of Treasury, or to such auditors 
or commissioners as the said Board shall direct. All 
commissaries, deputy commissaries, or conductors, who 
may have money advanced them by the commissary gen- 
eral for the use of their several departments, to keep 
regular accounts, and produce vouchers and receipts for 
the sums paid, and account for the same to the commis- 
sary general once every month, or as often as called for. 

All continental lu^nourers shall be under the direction 
of the Board of War and Ordnance, and of the commis- 
sary general of military stores ; the armourers to receive 
from the said commissary all arms to be repaired, make 
returns of the state of repairs when demanded, and 
deliver the arms when repaired into his store: the prin- 
cipal armourer or armourers at each and every armoury 
to be accountable for all such arms as he or they shall 
receive, until they are repaired and delivered to the com- 
missary general, his deputies or assistants ; and the said 
commissary general shall see that every method is taken 
by the armourers to hasten the repairs of the arms ; the 
principal armourers to receive money from the commis- 
sary general for the contingent expences of their depart- 
ments, and the commiasary general shall produce their 
accounts and vouchers at the adjustment of his aoootrnts: 

08S-O7 10 
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That there be as many deputies, assistants, commis- 
saries, deputy commissaries, conductors, and clerks, as 
the exigency of the service shall require, to be appointed 
by the Board of War and Ordnance; and the said Board 
are, from time to time, to report all such appointments 
to Congress : 

That the pay of officers in the department of the com- 
missary general of military stores, be as follows : 

Commissary general 100 dollars per month, and 6 
rations a day ; deputy commissary general, of which there 
shall be one in each military division of the states, 75 
dollars per month, and 5 rations per day : 

CommisBarieB, each 60 dollars per month, and 4 ratdona per day. 

Depot; oommisaary, each 50 do do 8 do 

Condactors, each 40 do do 2 do 

Clerks, each 40 do do 2 do 

The commissary general shall be allowed forage for two 
horses; his deputies, assistants, commissaries and con- 
ductors, to be allowed forage for one horse each ; and to 
be fojniohod by the qunrtof mnotor gonofol with o a many 
horooQ on an omgonoy oe tho oofvioo roquiro ftr^ and the 
captains of the artillery artificers, respectively, when 
duty requires their travelling to collect materials, to have 
forage for an horse : 

That, for the future, no rank be annexed to the officers 
in this department, except they belong to the regiment of 
artillery artificers ; and then their rank only to take place 
as officers of that corps; the pay also which they receive, 
as officers in that regiment, to be included in the pay 
herein settled for the officers of the conunissary general's 
department: 

' Od tbe margiii ia Um word "diMgraed." 
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That a return be made to the Board of War and Ord- 
nance, once every month, of all ofQcers employed in the 
oivil branch of ordnance and military stores. 

AH commissaries, deputy commissaries, conductors, 
and clerks, who shall have the sepaxate charge of any 
stores, are, on the first day of every mouth, to make out 
an exact return of all cannon and military stores, of every 
species and denomination, one copy whereof they shall 
transmit to the commissary general, who is to put them 
into one general return, as heretofore directed, and one 
other copy thereof the said commissaries, deputy com- 
missaries, conductors or clerks, are to send to the Board 
of War and Ordnance. 

All the artillery artificers that are or may be employed 
at any armouries, laboratories, founderies, or military 
magazines, (those employed with the army in the field 
excepted) shall be under the immediate direction and 
subject to the orders and command of the commissary 
general, or the of&oer directed by >^iTn to take charge of 
the same. 

The quarter master general, his deputies and assistants, 
shall give the commissary general every assistance of 
teams for the removal of public stores, and in case there 
be no quarter master in the department or place from 
whence the stores are to be removed, the commissary 
general shall have power to procure teams in the way and 
manner that will best promote the public service. 

That the Commissary General have liberty to appoint one or more 
Aasistants in such places aa the exigencies of the service 
ma; make necessary. That their pay while in such serv- 
ice be the same as a Commissary of Stores in his department. 

All officers, artificers, and others, in the ordnance and 
military department shall be governed by the rules and 
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articles of war, in the same manner as other officers in 
the artillery of the United States. 

The commissary general shall give such forms of returns 
and instructions to his deputies, assistant commmaries, 
conductors, &c. as the service and situation of their 
department shall require; and all officers in this depart- 
ment are to attend to such orders and instructions as they 
shall receive, from time to time, from the Board of War 
and Ordnance or the commissary general. 

AH regulations incidental to the department, and not 
enlarging the powers and authorities here given, shall be 
settled and made by the Board of War and Ordnance. 

The Board of War and Ordnance shall transmit, from 
time to time, as the service shall render necessary, tran- 
scripts of all returns received from the commissary gen- 
eral of military stores, and also accounts of all ordnance 
and stores under their care, or belonging to the United 
States, and of the places where the same are deposited, to 
the Commander in Chief of the armies of the United States, 
in order that he may make such requisitions of supphes 
for the army under his immediate command, or for the 
separate departments, as he shall think proper, and give 
such advice and directions as to the disposition of them, as 
circumstances may, from time to time, require. 

The commanding officer of artillery, for the time being, 
in the grtind army, with the chief engineer, commissary 
of artillery, and eldest colonel of artillery in camp, or 
such of them as are present with the army, shall be a sub- 
ordinate board of ordnance, under the direction of the 
Commander in Chief or the Board of War and Ordnance, 
for transacting all business of the ordnance department, 
necessary to be done in the field, and to have the care of 
all ordnEince and stores at camp ; and in case of sudden 
exigency, the commissary general of military stores shall 
be obhged to obey their directions as to any supplies 
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wanted by the army out of the stores not in camp ; and 
the said board shall correspond with, and report their 
proceedings to, the Board of War and Ordnance, from 
whom they are to receive any necessary assistance. 

Resolved^ That the pay of Colonel Benjamin Flower's 
corps of artillery artificers shall be, for all those who 
engage to serve the United States as such, for three years, 
or during the war, twenty dollars a month, besides the 
same bounty, cloathing, and every other benefit allowed 
by Congress to the continental artillery ; the officers the 
same pay as others of equal rank in the continental artil- 
lery; and that Colonel Flower augment the four com- 
panies ordered to be raised in January last, add other 
companies to the said regiment, and, if necessary, increase 
the pay of officers and men In the same, agreeable to such 
orders as have been given for that purpose by General 
Washington ; and that he be required forthwith to trans- 
mit a copy of such orders to Congress.^ 

That if the exigency of the service makes it necessary 
to employ, at any time or place, more artificers than the 
commissary xdaj have inlisted or can inlist, then he, his 
deputies or assistants, may engage them, for the time of 
such necessity, on the most reasonable terms possible, 
with the approbation of the Board of War and Ordnance. 

Resolved^ That Colonel Flower receive the pay and 
rations of a colonel from the 16 July, 1776, to this 11 
February, 1778.' 

' In th« margin ifl written: "General Washington has ordered the Pay of thePri- 
vatM to be incraaaed, and, it ie wsaA, he intends to raise that of the Offlcere in their 
Corps." 

'On the margin Ib written: "Col. Flower tor this time did the dntj both of Com- 
minaiy Genenl and Qoarter Master Qeneral and received no paj therefor. In the 
original report this date was Januar;^ 16, 1777, and these words followed: "The 
lime is when be was appointed CommisHuy General of Hilitarr Stores bj his Ez- 
cellenc7 General Washington; and from that time the pay and lAtione as herdn 
established, to commence and be received by Colonel Flower." 

This report, dated February 6, is in the Paper* of the Oonlmental Oongrtu, No. 147> 
I, folio 496. The members present were Gataa and Peters. It is endorsed " Read 
7th, postponed." 
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Resolved y That a commission of captain in Colonel Flow - 
er*s regiment of artillery artificers be granted to WoUory 
Meng, dated 1 of April, 1777:* 

That Captain Lieutenant Thomas Wylie be promoted 
to the rank of captain of an additionej company to be 
raised in the said regiment of artillery artificers, his com- 
mission to be dated the 1 February, 1778.^ 

Resolved, That the Board of War and Ordnance be 
empowered to make a contract with Mr. [James] Byers, 
as superintendent of a foundery of brass cannon.' 

Resolved, That Captain Ferdmand de Brahm, who has 
heretofore acted as an engineer in the State of South 
Carolina, be appointed an engineer in the continental 
establishment, with the rank of major in the armies of 
the United States.' 

That the Corps of Artillery to be stationed in the Northern Deput- 

ment, coneist of three companies; the Command whereof, 

jj^""""' '^ to be given to Major Ebenezer Stevens, to whom the rank 

of Lieutenant Colonel be given. This Corps to be separate 

and distinct from General Knox's Brigade.* 

That the three officers and men now in the Grand Cbmp, beloo^ng 

r„|,„-- ii to the Northern Corps of Artillery, be ordered imme- 

'*^ diately to rejoin their respective Companies.* 

Resolved, That Nicholas Bogers, Esqf aid-de-camp, have 
a commission of major, to rank from the 12 May, 1777, 
in the service of the TTnited States.' 

■ ThoM pftngnphi farmed a. report from Uie Board of W«r, dated Febniaty S, aiMl 
are in the Paptrt of the CoiOinaiial Oontgrtn, No. 147, 1, (olio 487. A third pamgnph, 
reUting to Thomaa Dyer, ii printed under Febmu^ 6. The membera praeent were 
Ofttee and Petera 

*nMed on the Koommendation of the Boud of War's letter of February 6, in the 
Paper* of the Continental Oongrm, No. 147, I, folio 606. With it are " Heads of Artt- 
dea to be agreed" npon between the Board and Byera. A copy of tlie oontiact It In 
No. 41, 1, folio 329. 

*Theee paragraphs fonned a report from the Board of War, dated Jaouarj SS, with 
Gatett and Peters present. 



,Google 



February, 1778 151 

On motion, Besolved, That a warrant issue on the treas- 
orer for two months* pay, to be advanced to Colonel 
Thomas Hartley, for his regiment, now in York town. 

Besolved, That t^e Board of War be directed to take 
the most proper measures for recruiting Colonel Hartley's 
regiment. 

A letter, from Mous. Kermovan, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. < 

THURSDAY. FEBRUARY la, 1778 

A letter, from Mons. de Boche Fermoy, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of the 9th, from John Purriance, was read, 
desiring leave, on account of the situation of his family, 
to resign his office of manager of the United 8tates' 
lottery. 

Resolved, That he have leave to resign. 

Ordered, That the letter be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

A letter, of the 11 January, from Governor Caswell of 
North Carolina, enclosing sundry resolutions of the gen- 
eral assembly of that State, was read : 

Ordered, That the letter be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

A letter, of the 10, from the Board of War, was read.' 

The committee appointed to take into consideration the 
letter of the 3d, from the supreme executive council of 
the State of Pensylvania, to the delegates of the said 
State, and the proceedings of the Board of War upon the 
resolution of Congress of the 15 of January, for laying 

'This letter, on foreiKn offlcen, In the writjnc of llmothy Pickering, ia in th« 
Aqwi <ifVte Omttnmtol Congrm, No. 147, I, foUo 613. 
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up magazines of flour for the use of the army, broi^ht in 
a report, which was taken into consideration : Whereupon, 

RoBolTod, Thftt the oommiB B top e re ap p ointed under the 
lo i w of the S tato of Pon B ylTonia for the bettor oupply of 
t he army « ge fully adequate to tho purpooo e f p tt p eba s in g 
fee 3 0,000 borrelo of flour required by t he - ro e c^ t io B erf 
Coogre fle ^ of th e 16 of Januaiy. 

That tho inotru e tion a of the Board of War to € l« a errf 
Jameo Ewing, Colonel John Byor B and ottiera, thoir 
B uporintondnntfl for tho pujchaoe of flour^ &e, in oomo 
r o a peet e intorforo with tho buoineoo and powora of tho 
e onuni BB toner a under tho s aid law of the S tate of Pen 
oylTania. — ¥bat tho Bo a rd - of Woj ha¥o ordered a poator 
quantity of flour and other proyiaion a te bo purob aa od 
than waa direetod by tho ro a o i n t ion afo rea wd^ and havo 
employed ouporintondants for that purpooo i Whoroupont 

BoBolYod, That tho Bo w d p r o eee d in that buoinooot and 
that they oonfine the ouporintondanto by thorn appointed 
to tho purehaoo of tho extra quantity of flour and other 
proTiflione opoeifiod in thoir inotruotiona^ and eautieu a ly 
aToid ola a hing with tho oommiaaione ra- t^pointod und w 
tho law of tho S tate of Pon a ylvania aforo e aid, - in-tb e 
oEeeuti e n of their duty. 

That three hundred thousand dollars be transmitted to 
the president of the State of Pensylvania to enable the 
commissioners appointed under the law of that State for 
purchasing provisions for the army, to execute their com- 
miaeiona, and that they account to the Board of Treasury 
for the expenditure thereof. 

That tho eommi ea k)B e r 6 under tho act af oroooid obaoryo 
e ach in e truotion e- and - o r dore oa they ahtdl iwHn tina e-te 
ti mo rooet¥e from Congreaa ? o r tho ■ Board of War, rolat 
i ag to the quantity of tho nrtieloa - of provieiono and fora g e 
by them to - bo purohaood or e oiged j and tho plaooa whoro 
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tho oamo oholl bo dopooitod op oomod to and the mnnn ef 
in whioh they ahall bo oooiu ? od and mant^od r 

That tbo - Boid oonunl ss ionofa infogm tho e nporintond 
ant e erforo e ttid^ Of tho BocM f d of War, from fene - to - time y 
of tho quantity of pfoyioiono by thorn pmoha s od and whofo 
tho smno oipo dopooitod, in ofdo? that they may roooive 
direotiona with g oepoo t to th e plaoo e wb e ro tho -e oid pro 
Ti e ions ago to bo tfan s port e d t o and ooomod/ 

That tho oaid eommiooionoro bo authorioodand roquootod 
to pnfohooo OTOPy kind of pgoviaiono and foH i go wnntod 
fop tho ftwny, not confining thomeolffoB to tho itptioio < rf 
floup aboTo mon t ionod ? 

Boaolyod, That the Bupopintondant e appointod by fee 
B oard of War bo aUowed two and a half pop oont on all 
pupohaoofl by thorn to bo mad e- , - mfull of all ohapgoo fop 
olopha and othop oaponooB whatoooTOP, oaoopt tho oaponoo 
el t P ft Bap O Pt a tion, and ■ t hot in pupohaaia g thoy do not 
OHOoedtho prieos o a tabli e hod by law.' 

Thbee o'Clook, p. m. 

The Gonuuittee on the Treaauiy, to whom, was referred 
the letter from the Board of War, brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration: Whereupon, 

Resolved^ That a proper person be appointed to act as 
secretly of ordnance, and pay master to the Boar^ of 
War and Ordnance : 

That his salary shall be ninety dollars a month : 

That the said pay master shall answer all warrants 
drawn on him by the Board of War and Ordnance, out 

' To this point, the report, in the writing of John Henry, is in the Papert of the 
QmtinenkU Oonsrtu, No. 30, II, folio 23. AgoiiiBt eoch puagnph U written the 
word "Agreed," but only one pwagnph appesm to hav« been retained in the 
JotuiulH. 

'Theee two pftragrapha, in the wridnd of Abraham Clark (T), are in the Paptrtof 
At CbnHnaila^ Crmgrat, Ko. 20, II, folio 26. They were also "agreed" to. 
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of the money which he shall receive by orders of Con- 
gress, and ahali keep fair accounts of his payments, and 
make monthly returns thereof to the Board of Treasury : 
he shall also transmit returns once a month, or oftener, 
to the pay master general, or other proper of&cer or offi- 
cers, of all advances made to continental troops, or mili- 
tia, in actual service, in order that proper stoppages may 
be made : 

That the Board of War and Ordnanoe shall, from time 
to time, make out the proper estimates of money to be 
advanced for the use of tiieir department, and lay the 
same before Congress; and all monies granted by Con- 
gress, on their application, shall be applied to the pur- 
poses set forth in the said estimates. 

That ED Auditor of Accoanta be appoioted for the Board of War and 

Ordnance, vhoee Duty it ahall be to settle all accounts of 

HidtiT^. monies that are or may be adranced or paid in that 

Department, and to f^vem himself by the Contracts of 

the said Board, and where no Contracts exist, by their Directions 

relative to the Allowances to be made on such Accounts; and that 

he observe soch Begulatious as he shall receive from the Board of 

Treasury. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a secretary of 
ordnance, and a pay master to the Board of War and 
Ordnance, and, the ballots being taken, 

Joseph Nourse, Esq' was elected. 

Resolved, That a warrant for 316 dollars, issue in favour 
of Captain Reuben Lipscomb, for the extra month's pay 
granted to the army under General Washington, by the 
resolution of the 29th of December last, and which is due 
to 40 men of the 7th Virginia regiment now on their 
way to Virginia, who were r^ularly dischai^ed on the 2 
February, and mentioned in a list signed by Brigadier 
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General Woodford, and also to Captain Lipscomb, who 
conducts them; he to give a receipt for the money, and 
to account for the same. 

The letter, of the 9th January, from General Washing- 
ton, being sent for from the Board of War, the same was 
read; and, a motion being made thereon, 

Eeaolved, That the letter, with the motion, be referred 
to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. 
[Eliphalet] Dyer, and Mr. [William] Ellery. 

Mesolved, That the Board of War and Ordnance be 
directed to be very cautious in recommending or giving 
any encouragement to fore^ officers who have come of 
their own accord to seek employment in the army of 
these United States ; that if the Board shall find, among 
such foreigners, any of eminent abilities and merit who 
by their knowledge and experience, can, in the opinion of 
the Board, render essential service to these states in such 
way as the Board shall be able to point out. Congress expect 
the Board will recommend them: and if any foreigners 
of rank and eminence in their own country should offer 
their services, it is also expected that the Board will 
report specially respecting them : but, as to all others, 
the Board are directed to thank them for their offers of 
service, without suffering them to wait, and thereby incur 
expence by unnecessary attendance, 

Resolved, That the 300,000 dollars, ordered to be ad- 
vanced to the president of Pensylvania, be paid to the 
delegates of that State, to be by them transmitted to 
the said president. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1778 

A letter from Jonathan Hudson, at Baltimore, was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The committee to whom the letter of W. Aylett, deputy 
commissary general of purchases in Vii^inia, was referred 
brought in a report, which was taken into consideration ; 
Whereupon, Congress came into the following resolution : 

Whereas, there is great danger of the armies of the 
United States being very much distressed, if the expor- 
tation of beef and pork from the State of North Carolina 
be not immediately prohibited ; Therefore, 

Besolvedf That the legislative and executive powers of 
the State of North Carolina be earnestly requested imme- 
diately to lay an embargo on all beef and pork, except so 
much as may be necessary for the vessel's use for the 
voyage, and to take the most effectual measures to pre- 
vent the embargo from being evaded.' 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, was read :' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Forbes, Mr. [Abra- 
ham] Clark, and Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee. 

' This report, Id the writing of John Peon, Is in the Fapen of ihe QmUnental Qm- 
frai, Ko. 19, 1, folio 186. On the btick of the report ThomBOn fau noted the vote 
for > committee wid m reaolulion, neither of which can be locftted in the JonmalB. 
The vote mneit have been taken after April 15, when Carroll attended. 

"EUery 1, Bcudder 1, Carroll 7, Adanu 2, Huntington 1, Morris 3, Sherman 1, 
Dana 1, Dner 3, J. B. Smith 6, and F. L. Lee 1. " 

The renolntion ii as follows: 

"Setolved, That where officers are promoted to rank for an; particnlar aerrice, or 
in any particular place, without being annexed to particnlar corpe, they shall not, 
in virtue of auch appc^tment or rank, have any claim to similar rank in the armjr 
of the United States, except on the Bervide, or in the placeapecifled; and if called to 
Join the army, they shall only have rank according to the commisnon or oommaud 
assigned them when called to the Main Army. " 

• This letter is in the Paperi of the Conlmmtal Oonffreu, No. 147, I, folio 517. 
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The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the 10,000 dollars ordered to be advanced 
to the Board |tof War and Ordnance, [| for contingent 
expences, on the 26 January last, be paid to Joseph 
Nourse, Esq* pay master of the Board of War and Ord- 
nance, for the contingent expences of the Board; the 
said J. Nourse to be accountable/ 

The committee appointed to examine into the circum- 
stances of the French officers who have been detained 
under a promise of having their expences borne, brought 
in a report, which was taken into consideration; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That 910 dollars be paid to Mens, de la 
Bahne, in full of all claims and demands against the 
United States, and that the Committee on Foreign 
Applications inform Mons. de la Balme that Congress 
have no farther occasion for his services : 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That 100 dollars be advanced to M^ Charles 
Cist, to defray his expences to Baltimore, and to a paper 
will on Gunpowder river, on the public account; he to be 
accountable.' 

In consequence of an adjustment by the commissioners 
of claims, the auditor general reports, 

That there is due to Dr. John Witherspoon, for hay 
for the army, and wood for the hospital at Princeton, as 
appears by the certificate of Enos Kelsey, acting in the 
quarter master's department, the sum of 429 30/90 dollars : 

That there is due to Belcher P. Smith, for his services 
as clerk in the secretary's ofQce, from 6 November to 5 

' Thii IesolT^ in the writing of Ellnidgs Oarry, !■ In Um fo^en ^ Om OmU- 
nMUa Oongrm, No. 136, II, foUo 76. 
'This report IB in the i^q)«rai;/lA« QmUntnlal Oongnm, Mo. ISS, 11, folio 69. 
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February, incluaive, being three months, and for Bome 
necessaries purchased for the office, the sum of 197 60/90 
dollars: 

That there is due to John Dunlap, for printing sundry 
resolves of Congress from 31 October, 1776, to 10 Sep- 
tember, 1777, a baUnce of 1,174 69/90 dollars: 

That there is due to the Bev. Mr. Lotbinier, as chap- 
lain in Colonel Livingston's Canadian regiment, from 11 
January to 10 February, 1778, inclusive, for his pay, 
exclusive of rations, 40 dollars : 

That there is due to the estate of John Hart, deceased, 
for 71 meals, victuals supplied the York county militia, 
which ought to be paid to his legal representatives, 7 9/90 
dollars: 

That there is due to Andrew Nabinger, of the town of 
York, for victualling General Lee's guard in 1776, the 
sum of 44 59/90 dollars:* 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Ordered, That the letter of 29 January from Mr. Aylett 
be referred to the Committee of Commerce and to the 
Marine Committee. 

Three o'Clook, p. u. 

Resotved, That Mr. Nathaniel Scudder be added to the 
Medical Committee. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer for 
25,000 dollars, in favour of the pay master of the Board of 
War and Ordnance, to be transmitted by him to Ben- 
jamin Harrison, Esq- deputy pay master general in the 
southern department; for which the said B. Harrison 
is to be accountable. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer for 1,000 

' Thif rapoit is in the Pt^>fn of the QmlmenUd Congrtn, No. 136, II, folio 7S. 
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dollars, in favour of Mr. William Govett, for the purpose 
of paying expresses and incidental expences at the treas- 
ury ofKce ; for which he is to be accountable. 

Besolved, That the treasurer be directed to pay to Mr. 
Joseph Nourse, pay master to the Board of War and Ord- 
nance, the warrant for 350,000 dollars, dated the 14 Jan- 
uary last, and drawn by the president of Congress, in 
favour of the Board of War; one hundred thousand of 
which to be transmitted to Ebenezer Hancock, Esq- dep- 
uty pay master general in the eastern department, and 
two hundred and fifty thousand to his assistant in the 
State of Bhode Island ; also another warrant, dated the 
second instant, and drawn in favour of the said Boiurd, 
for one himdred thousand dollars, which are to be by him 
transmitted to the said Ebenezer Hancock, who is to be 
accountable for both sums. 

And that a Warrant of the third of Febmary for 300,000 Dollars in 
favour of the Board of War for the purpose of fonning a 

Provisions for the use of the Grand Army be also paid 
for this purpose to the said Joseph Nourse, who is to be accountable 
for the same.* 

B c a olvod, t hat t h e re i s- duo - to — Cba ri c B - Thomaon, Esq. fop his 
B oyyioofl in the Office of S eeFet a ry to Coog r o as , fwHn the 10th of May, 
1776, to the tenth of the ppo 9 <aib M onth, it being one Ye a r a nd nino 
Month s , at l, fl QO Doltow pep - Y - e > p, -B , 100 Dell a F g , a nd th a t two thous a nd 
PqUm b pop ye a r be b e re a fter allowed to the S eorot > Fy -o f Congrc BB t 

Resolved, That a warrant issue in favour of Charles 
Thomson, Esq- for 3,500 dollars in consideration of his 
faithful services, from the 10 of May, 1776, to the 10 Feb- 
ruary 1778, as secretary to the United States.' 

The committee on the state of Georgia brought in a 
report which was read : 

■FBMed FebniM7 16, potl. 

•This report is in th« Pig>en ef tlu Qmtinmtat Congrtti, No. 138, II, folio 77. The 
laat wu an Amendment, in the writing of Fnmcifl ligbtfoot Lee. 
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No. 1 

The Committee appointed to take into Consideratioa the Situation 
of the State of Georg^ beg leave to Beport aa followa, viz: 

Whereas the State of Georgia has laboured under many and great 
difficulties in throwing off the Yoke of British Tyranny and acceding 
to the Continental Union, and being but a weak State, and almost 
surrounded bj Enemies, it will be necessary for their Protection and 
Assistance to maintain on the Continental Establishment, at least two 
thousand Men. And whereas there are now in the State of Georgia 
four Battalions of Infantry, one of Horse, three Companies of Artillery, 
and BIX Bow Galliea, which will be a considerable Expenoe in Officers, 
while there are but few Privates under their Command, and as there 
is great Need of retrenching all superfluous Charges;^ 

Hngoioad, That there shall be from this time only two Battalions of 
Infantry to be composed out of the four old Battalions, the first, new 

Battalion to be under the Command of Colonel Lieutenant 

Colonel and Major the Captains, Lieutenants, Ensigns, 

Surgeons, and other Officers to be chosen by a Majority of the Field 
Officers above mentioned, out of the first and second old Battalions. 

The second new Battalion to be commanded by Colonel Lieut 

Colonel and Major , the Oaptaioa, Ensigns, Surgeons, 

and other Officers to be chosen by a majority of the above field Officers, 
out of the third and fourth old Battalions: the Privates of the three 
artillery Companies to be incorporated into two: the first under 
Captain Thomas Lee and his officers to remain in and about Savannah ; 
and the other under Captain Thomas Morris and his officers in and 
about Sunbury. The Battalion of Horse to be reduced to four Inde- 
pendant Companies, of fifty Privates each, under the Command of 
Copt: .* 

'IntfaemuKlD ia written "Afreed to allow 2,000 B[fti]ik] and P[ile] for protection 
of Georgia." The writLog ia that of Henrjr I^nrenfl. 

*Onfollo433ia thsdioftot Amotion or amendment, in the writing of Atsobun, 
Clark, which may have given rise to this paragraph. The motion ia aa followa: 

"JUtolved, That the Forcea at preeent stationed in Georgia be reduced to two 
battaliona of Infantry under the present Eatabliahment; and 2 Unregimented Com- 
panies of Artillery; and 4 Unregimented Componiee of Hone. The officera of the 
Mud battalions and companiea to be selected by the Legialative Authority of that 
Stale, ont of the Officen at preeent on that Station, aa nearly agrttable U> the Bank 
Aej/ now hold as the public Berrice in their opinion will admit, diamiHdng from the 
Continantal Service all such officera aa may not be retained and employed in man- 
ner above said." 
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There shall be two Bow Oallies, with the osubI Officers tad fifty 
PriTstes each, together witli one large or two small armed Sea Vessels, 
to cruize constantly on the coast and protect the Trade. These Vessels 
to be instead of the Gallies already bailt there, which shall be sold, 
and the Money appropriated for the use of the Sea Vessels aforesaid. 

Bo a olyodt ' Th at the s iun - of -e i g ht hnndrod thoua a nd Dollaw be 
allowed fo> rf>o S upport of the a beycmonlaoD e d E s t a Mi B bmeDtt a nd if 
at a ay time the WumboF of Tpoop a n e a fowa a ad i fl- Dot - oF - e a nnot bo 
pFoeuFod in Goof g ia, a nd thoFo B honld bo imy - AM iae hD m a de on the 
sa id S tote, e ithe F by the British TFoop a , of the India a M) a nd the 
Ift^ f ielatiyo of Eaoentiye Authority ohnll find it Do e o BS ftFy t e c a ll out 
the Militia, that the p a y a nd anb a iatopeo of the aa id Militi a fl b iJl--be 
a dded to the p a y a nd S ub s ifltenoo of such oontinont a l TFoopa^ ae e b a ll 
be l a iaed aa fay a a to ■ the Amount of tho a boTO montionod 8 00^00 
Doll a ro. — And if f Fom tho yeoc s mty of tho CiFoumBt i Mioe, it e hall 
a mount to moFo, th e a a id S t a te s hall make Applic a tion to CongFooo to r 
the Of oFplue Moneys 

Jieaolvedf That for the pay and subsistence of the above said Troops, 
tlie Money to be raised by Tax, as recommended by Congress, shall be 
in part, as also what Money shall arise upon the Sale of tiie United 
States Lottery Tickets, and also the Monies put into the Loan Office 
of the said State. And the State is hereby impowered to apply the 
Money of these Funds for the Purposes aforesaid, the Ballanue if any 
to be remitted to the Treasury of Georgia every six months, or the 
State to draw Bills for the same on the Continental Treasury at their 
Option. 

No. a 

The State of Geoi)^ having appropriated 100,000 Dollars for a fund 
and appointed Commissioners to import and purchase Arms, Artillery, 
Ammunition, Cloathing, Ac. for what Troops May be stationed in the 
said States. 

Setolved, That all Supplies of Cloathing, Arms, Ammunition, Ac., 
wanting for the Continental Troops be imported and purchased as 
aforesaid, under the Care and Direction of the Legislative and Ex- 
ecutive Authority, and that the same be delivered to the Order of 
the Commanding Officer residing in the said State. 

Beaolved, That the Pay, Subsistence and contingent Ezpences for 
the Troops shall be drawn for on the B^imental Pay Master as usual, 
by the Commanding Officer, who shall be oocoontable, if there be any 
wrong Charges. 
4988-07 11 
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Jieaoloed, That all Froriaions for the Troops in (Georgia, shall be 
BQpplJed by Contract, or in auch other way as shall appear to the 
GoTemmeDt of the said State, to be the surest Supply and the least 
prejudicial to the said State and the United States. 

Whereas it appears that the State of Georgia, has advanced a very 
considerable Sum for the Continent in support of the Continental 
Troops there, for almost tvo years past, which has obliged them to 
make large Emissions of paper Currency, as well as to borrow near 
one hundred thousand Pounds Sterling for the same Purpose for 
which they hare pledged the Faith of the State, that those Debts ahall 
be redeemed with Continental Currency. 

Resolved, That out of the money formerly granted to Georgia, That 
the Snm of 600,000 Dollars be inmiediately remitted to the said State, 
to enable them to take up the Bills of Credit, and Treasury Certificates, 
issued for the Purposes aforesaid, and that the further Sum of 300,000 
Dollars be remitted to the said State on or before the Srst Day of May 
next, for the Purposes aforesud, or the State to draw for tiie same, 
as shall be most for their Convenience. 

Whewo fl , It a ppc O F g by a Boport fw>m the Auditoro l yp e inted ' to 
B ottlo the Aoeoont a pfo a oo t ed by the S t a te of G l oo f giat that In fge 
S ums of Money have been s uj^liod by that S t tt tOj on A eee unt of th e 
CoatinoD t , the EipondituTO of which i s not in any aa ti e f a etoFy M a n 
co f a eo e un t od fo f ty the s evor a l - Pe w oa fl^-t h a t ha¥e boon ontm a ted 
tb e rewi t fe, a nd who af o mo s tly e oatinont a l Ctf leeigr 

Bo fl olved, Tha t a ll Offieer s th a t - now - bold op have held a Conri - 
n e ntal Commia s ioo, a nd h a vo ro e oiyed er -fl h a il - bo g c a ftoF roeoiTe a ny 
money on the public Aeoount in the s aid B t at e^ - wid have nott or -ea a - 
pot a oeount s ntiaf ae toBly fo^ ' the sa me ; ■s hril - be - Ii a blo to Milit a iy 
Awc B t from the Commanding ■ CWBoer in ■€^ eo ^^ gi a ^ -a H^Qf in a ny othef 
S t a ter and ahnll be g nbjeet t o bo Fciao ¥ ed - from - ta t beFof - 4h e-8 t a tcai 
with the Consopt of - the E»e e nti¥e Authority of t he anm e , ' into - G t eof 
g i a , in opdof tO ' b e t ried by a Con rt M a rtial^ ae oording ' te a n e h 
8 o fl o l» c fl of CongPC SB that-now a ro, op fl hril bo bero a fboT ma 4e-fe* 
OMBptdling dolinquont a to aoeount for t he piibli e Monoy, notwith 

TC B igD a tion ' Of hia Commin a ion^ a nd that no Bo e ignntion — s h a ll be 
a e eepted oft until nil - pnblioAooount fl a ro s ettled -a nd - paid. And the 
f nr nmnn d in g fH Bnn r i n h n mbj r n qn i m d t n n nn h in b m t T lndna T n um t i n 
■ooiBt the sa id S t a te in oompolling aU ContinentiJ Offie e w i to a eeoun fc 
l e p 4 ho money ontmafced to theif Cngei ' 
> At the eod of thia paragraph la vritten, "already dons in G«Benl B«so1vm." 
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No. 3 

^atolved, That whenever the Legislative or Executive Authoritj 
of the State of Geoi^gia shall recommend a particular Place or Post to 
be garrisoned or guarded, or the Bemoval of any Part of the Troops 
from any post or place, it shall be the duty of the Commanding Officer 
to comply therewith immediately, and when any Officer ehall bo far 
misbehave, as to induce the Legislative or i^ecutive Authority to 
think he deserves to be removed from his Command they shall have 
power to Bospead him, until the Sense of Congress shall be known, 
and for thb purpose, they shall send the Suspension with the reasons 
thereof to Congress as soon as may be. 

Besolved, That Major General Howe and three of the eldest field 
Officers in South Carolina shall immediately repair to Georgia and 
oossult with the Commanding officer there and the field Officers of the 
said State, on a Plan for reducing the Province of East Florida, and 
when the said Plan shall be agreed on it shall be at the Option of 
General Howe either to carry it on in person, or to commit the Exe- 
cution thereof to Colonel Samuel Elbert, and that General Howe shall 
order of the Continental Troops in Sontb Carolina, to be 

employed in conjunction with the Troops now in Georgia to carry on 
the said Expedition, and that General Howe beempowered and required 
to send on the said Expedition, such Continental Artillery, Arms, 
Stores, Ac, either in South Carolina or Georgia, that may be found 
necessary. And further that General Howe, or the Officer Com- 
manding on the said Expedition, be empowered to borrow of the 
states of Sonth Carolina and Geoi^ipa, all such Artillery, Arms or any 
other Military Stores necessary for the forwarding this Expedition, 
and that the Continent will make good the loss or damage. 

And that an experienced Engineer be sent on the said Expedition 
rather from the Army or Elsewhere. 

Mesolved, That it be recommended to the States of Virginia and 
North Carolina, to permit the State of Georgia to recruit the Com- 
pliment of men heretofore granted by the said State, being two Bat- 
taliions, and that the states of Virginia, North and South Carolina, be 
requested to give all possible assistance to the State of Georgia, in 
apprehending deserters from the Continental Troops stationed there, 
and to cause them when apprehended to be conveyed to Georgia. 
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No. 4 

Wh«?e88 at the first of the Dispute with Englimd, the Fl&nters and 
Lumber Makers in the State of Georgia had large Quantities of Bice 
and Lumber by them, the greater part of which has perished for waot 
of Exportation; And also now the Planters have a large share of two 
Crops of Kice on hand which must soon be good for little, and the 
Lumber Makers are entirely without any Sale or deoutDd for their 
Labour, as there is little or no Exportation, but by Strangers who are 
mostly French, and seldom take any thing bat Indigo. The mercantile 
part of the State being in general inimical to Independence, many of 
them have left the State of themselves, others have been Bent away, and 
the few remaining have declined all Trade. And whereas the Con- 
tinent is in want of remittances to France, and the Islands, and it 
being well known that nothing makes a surer remittance, than Bice, 
Deer Skins and Lumber, and also that the Ports of Georgia are less 
disturbed by the Enemy than most other Ports in America, The Dele- 
gates of Georgia hope that some mode may be adopted, in the Con- 
tinental Commerce to take off the Produce of that State, whereby 
the distresses of the Inhabitants may be much lessened, and they be 
enabled, as readily as they are willing, to pay the Taxes necessary for 
the support of Government 

Sesoloed, Therefore that the Continental Agents, in France, be 
ordered immediately to purchase a Number of Prizes sent in there, 
espedally Vessels from one hundred and fifty to three hundred Tons 
Burthen, and send them to Georgia with Cargoes, suitable for the 
Inhabitants, or Soldiery, consigned to one or more Agents to be chosen 
by the State, who shall give security for their Conduct which Agent« 
Shalt load the said Vessels back to France, Ac, or the Islands, as they 
shall be ordered by your Agents in France. And also if the State can 
procure Vessels themselves and will load them with Bice, Indigo, and 
Deer Skins to France, and consign them to the continental Agents, or to 
the West Indies, with Bice, Com or Lumber, consigned to the Conti- 
nental Agents there, that on the Vessels sailing so loaded, and a Bill of 
Lading from the Captain, and an Invoice of the Cargoes being sent to 
the Commercial Committee, the said State Shall be entitled to draw on 
the said Committee for the amount of the Cargo and necessary Charges. 
A Duplicate of the Bill or Bills for the said Amount coming with 
the Invoice and Bill of Lading, on the receipt of which the said Com- 
mittee shall be empowered to pay the said Bill, and the Cargo as af ore- 
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aaid shall be deemed Continenta], and be at the Risqne of the Con- 
tioent from the time of Stuppiof;;. 

BeBolved, That when Prizes are taken by any Continental Vessel in 
the West Indies that some of them be ordered into G^rgia for Bale 
and the proceeds to be shipped in the prodooe of the Country to such 
ports as may be ordered. 

The Commercial and Marine Committee having lodged a sum of 
Money in Qeorgia for the purpose of Importing Arms Ammunition, 
Ctoathing &c, for the use of the Troops: And whereas the State has 
likewise established a fund for that purpose, and appointed Commis- 
sioners to carry on the same, and the State has ordered their Dele- 
gates to apply to Congress, that whatever Money, goods Ac may be 
in Georgia belonging to the Continmt be put under the Management 
of the State in order that justice may be done in the Transacting 
thereof, and no Interference happen between the State and the Con- 
tinent 

Metolvtd, That all money's goods, wares, and Merchandize, belong- 
ing to the Continent and sent to Georgia by the Marine or Commercial 
Committee, be delivered over to the order of that State, the said State 
to be accountable, and that the Marine and Conmiercial Committee be 
desired to give Orders aooordingly.' 

Ordered, That the conaideration thereof be postponed 
till to morrow. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Glock to Morrow. 



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY I4> 1778 

Resolved, That a committee of tiiree be appointed to 
revise the rules and orders for regulating the conduct of 
Congress in transacting business, and report such farther 
rules and regulations as they judge proper: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Lovell, Mr. [John] 
Witherspoon and Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean. 

' These reporta, nambered 1 to 4, in a writing not identified, are in the Papen i^ 
(A« CtMttnmlal Oongrtu, Ho. 20, II, falioe 42B-438. They appuantlj loniMd <a» 
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The committee to whom the letter from the Board of 
War was referred, reported, that they have prepared sun- 
dry Tesolutions for forwarding the laying up magaziaes 
for the supply of the army, and preventing any interfer- 
ence between the commissionera appointed for that pur- 
pose by an act of the general assembly of Pensylvania 
and the superintendents appointed by the Board of War, 
and that it is their desire that these resolutions, if agreed 
to by Congress, should be substituted in the place of the 
report of the committee to whom the letter of the 3 from 
the executive council of Pensylvania, and the proceedings 
of the Board of War on the resolution of the 15 January 
were referred, and the resolutions passed by Congress 
thereon, except the granting 300,000 dollars, to the presi- 
dent of the State of Pensylvania: 

The resolutions being read, were agreed to as follows : 

Whereas it is expedient and necessary to lay up maga- 
zines of provisions for the support of the army, and, for 
that purpose. Congress have directed 12,000 barrels of 
flour to be deposited at or near Lancaster, 8,000 barrels at 
or near Beading, 6,000 barrels at or near Bethlehem, 2,000 
barrels atDownings town, and 2,000 barrels at Pottsgrove; 
and, whereas, in consequence of the recommendation of 
Congress, the general assembly of Pensylvania have, by 
a law, appointed commissioners in each county within 
their State, to purchase or seize wheat, flour and other 
provisions, &c. for the supply of the army, pursuant to 
such orders as they shall receive from Congress ; 

Resolved, That the president and executive council of 
the State of Pensylvania be desired to issue the money, 
with which they have been or shall be furnished by Con- 
gress, to the said commissioners, in such proportions as 
they shall think fit ; that they instruct the commissioners 
on the east side of Susquehanna, to proceed without delay, 
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in the execution of the trust reposed in them ; and that 
they instruct them to which of the ahove -mentioned places 
they shall convey the flour and other provisions which they 
shall purchase or seize, in order to form the magazines 
aforesaid : 

That the said executive council he authorized and 
requested to appoint a suitable person at each of the above 
places, with such a salary as they shall judge reasonable, 
to inspect, receive, store and take care of the provisions 
aforesaid, and to issue the same upon the orders of the 
Board of War, until Congress shall appoint other store- 
keepers in their stead : 

That the president and council aforesaid be requested 
to cause a weekly return to be made to the Board of War 
of the quantity of provisions stored at each of the places 
above -mentioned : 

That the Board of War give directions and orders to 
the commissioners appointed by the aforesaid law, in the 
several counties on the west side of Susquehanna, respect- 
ing the quantity of provisions to be purchased or collected 
by them, and the places to which the same shall be con- 
veyed ; and that the said Board appoint a suitable person 
at each of the places they shall fix on, with such a salary 
as they shall judge reasonable, to inspect, receive, store 
and take care of the said provisions, and to issue the same 
upon the orders of the Board of War: 

That the commissioners aforesaid be authorized to 
purchase every kind of provision and forage wanted for 
the army, not confining themselves to the article of flour; 
that the said commissioners deliver the live stock, by 
them purchased, to the order of the deputy commissary 
general of purchases, or his assistants, and the forage, to 
the order of the commissary of forage, or his assistants, 
to whom severally they are directed to send immediate 



,y Google 



168 Journals of Congress 

notice, when snoh purchases are made, and to take dupli- 
cate receipts upon the delivery, one of which they shall 
transmit to the Board of War: 

That the Board of War be directed to correspond, from 
time to time, with the president and counoU of Pensyl- 
vania, respecting the business aforesaid, and if, from the 
circumstances or situation of affairs, they shall judge it 
proper or necessary to lessen the quantity of provisions 
to be laid up between Susquehanna and Delaware rivers, 
or to change the places of the magazines, that they com- 
mimicate the same to the president and council, who are 
requested to attend thereto, and to issue orders to the 
commissioners to govern themselves accordingly. 

And, whereas, the Board of War have judged it expe- 
dient and necessary, that a greater quantity of flour and 
other provisions, than was directed by the resolution of 
Congress of the 15 January, should be purchased, and 
other magazines formed, besides those above mentioned; 
and have, agreeably to the powers vested in them by the 
said resolution of the 15th January, employed superin- 
tendents for the purchase of flour, &c. 

Besolved^ That the Board of War proceed in that busi- 
ness, and that they direct their superintendents, to pur- 
chase such farther quantities of flour and provisions, and 
have them conveyed to, and secured in, such places as 
the Board shall direct; and that they instruct such of 
their superintendents as may purchase in Pensylvania, 
to avoid clashing with the commissioners appointed by 
the law of that State, in the execution of their duty : 

That the said Board be empowered to appoint a suitable 
person at each of the new magazines, which they shall 
establish, with such a salary as they shall judge rea- 
sonable, to inspect, receive, store and take care of the 
provisions purchased and conveyed thither by the said 
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superintendents, and to issue the same upon the orders of 
the Board of War: 

That the superintendents, appointed by the Board of 
War, he allowed a commission, not exceeding 2^ per cent, 
on all purchases by them made, in full for their trouble 
and ezpenoes therein ; and that, in purchasing, they do 
not exceed the prices established by the laws of the states 
in which the purchases are made. 

While this last was under debate, it was moved, and, 
by a vote, carried, that a vote should be first taken on the 
following resolution to be added : viz. 

And that the president and council of Pensylvania be 
empowered to settle the pay, or allowance, to be made to 
the commissioners appointed by the law of their State, 
for their trouble and expence in purchasing, seizing and 
collecting provisions and forage, not exceeding 2^ per cent. 
on the provisions and forage by them so purchased, or 
seized, for the army : 



■Wsw Mampehire, 

Mr. FroBt, ay J- ay 

Massachuaettt Bay, 

Mr. Gerry, •y I • 

Iiovell, ay f 

Bkode Island, 

Mr. EUery, ay }-ay 

Connecticut, 

Mr. Dyer, no }- no 

Mr. Lewis, Igave no vote.f 

Neu> Jeney, 
Mr. Witherapoon, ay | 
Clark, ay I ay 

Scudder, ay j 



Penn»/loama, 
Mr. Uoberdeau, 

Clingan, 
Jamea Smith, 
Ddaware^ 

Mr. M'Kean, 
Maryland, 
Mr. Forbee, 
Henry, 
yirginiaf 

Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Jforth CoroUna, 

Mr. Peon, 
South Carolina, 
Mr. lAorens, 
OeOTffia. 
Mr. Laogworthy, 
Wood, 



ay 

ay [ay 
ay) 

ay I- ay 



no ]■• 

ay l-ay 



no i-no 
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So it was resolved in the affirmatiTe. 
The question was then put to agree to the foregoing 
resolution ||to which the last was moved as an addition ;|| 



il^ Hampshire, 




PennM/leania, 




Mr. Frost, (gave no 


vote.1 


Mr. Boberdeaa, 


ay 


Maamchu»etta Bay, 




Clin^n, 


ay ay 


Mr. Gerry, 


•71 . 


Jas. Ssnith, 


ay 


LoToll, 


.yt 


iJefoloo™, 




BhxU laund, 




Mr. M'Kean, 


ay l-ay 


Mr. EUery, 


•y ^«y 


Mofrylimi, 




Connectimt, 




Mr. Forbes, 


:;h- 


Mr. Dyer, 


no ^no 


Henry, 


2<feui Jeftey, 




North Carolina, 




Mr. Witherspoon, 


ay 


Mr. Fenn, 


*y!-ay 


Clark, 


ay ay 






Scudder, 


ay 


Mr. lAurens, 
Oeorgia, 


no }-no 






Mr. Langworthy, 


noi 






Wood, 


nor** 



So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the report of the Committee on the letter 
of the 3, from the council of Pensylvania, &c. , and the pro- 
ceedings of Congress thereon, except what relates to the 
grant of money be expunged. 

Adjotuned to 10 o*Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY i6, 1778 

Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott and Mr. [Samuel] Huntington, 
2 delegates from Connecticut, attended, and produced 
the credentials of their appointment, {[which were read 
as follows : || 

(L. S.) At a general assembly of the governor and company of the 
state of Connecticut, holden at Hartford, by adjoammeDt on the 11th 
of October, Anno Domini 1777: 
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Beaolmd, by this assembly. That Roger Shennao, Elipbalet Dyer, 
Samael Huntington, Oliver Wolcott, Titua Hosmer, Oliver Ellaworth, 
and Andrew Adams, esqrs. be, and they are hereby appointed dele- 
gates to represent Uiis state at the general Congress of the United 
States of America, for the year ensning, and until new be chosen and 
arrive in Coi^resB, if aittiiig; and one or more of thou who shall be 
present in said CoDgress are hereby foUy authorized and empowered 
to represent this state in said Congress, to counsel, and advise, and 
resolve upon measures necessary to be taken and pursued for the 
defence, security and preservation of the rights and liberties of the 
said United States, and for their common safety: and of such their 
proceedings and resolves they do transmit authentic copies, from time 
to time, to the general assembly of the state. 

A true copy of the record, examined by 

Obobok Wtixtb, Seeretary. 

A letter, of the 3d, from James Wilkinson, Esq*^ at 
Albany, and one of the 27 January, from General Heath, 
at Boston, and one of the 26 January from General Schuy- 
ler, at Albany, with two papers enclosed, [[were read.||^ 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of the 20, and one, of the 25, from Jonathan 
Trumbull, Esq. deputy pay master in the northern 
department, were read: 

Ordered^ That they be referred to the Board of Treasury . 

A letter, of the 24 January, from Governor Trumbull, 
llwas read, II informing that Colonel Joseph Trumbull will, 
if Congress thinks fit to keep his seat vacant, attend and 
take his seat at the Board of War as soon as bis health 
will permit:'' 

Ordered^ That the President inform the governor, that 
Congress expects Colonel Trumbull's attendance as soon 
as his health will permit. 

■ Th« letterof Wilkinson ie in the Papen of At OmttnAKoJ Cmtfrm, No. 78, XXIU, 
foUo 447; that of Heath ii in No. 167, foUo B6; thkt of Bchayler ia in No. 163, III, 
folio 268. 

■Thia letter ie in the Fapert of the Omtiiuntal Q/r^eu, No. 68, 1, lolio 378. 
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A letter, of 30 January, from Thomas Cuslimg, Esq' 
president of a convention of committees from the New 
England states, which met at New Haven, 15 to 20 Janu- 
ary, with the proceedings of said convention, was read:^ 

Ordered, Tluit the same, together with the letter of the 
11, from Governor Caswell, with the resolutions enclosed, 
be referred to a committee of five : 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. 
[Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean, Mr. [James] 
Lovell, and Mr. [Francis Lightfoot] Lee. 

A letter of the 3d; one of the 5, with five papers 
enclosed; one, of the 6, with a draught of proposed reso- 
lutions, one, of the 11, and one, of the 12, from the com- 
mittee of Congress at camp, were read.' 

The delegates from Pensylvania laid before Congress, 
a letter of the 7th, from the council of their State, which 
was read, containing complaints against R. L. Hooper, 
Esq' deputy quarter master general : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Ordered, That the letter of the 11, from the committee 
at camp, respecting the irruption into Canada, be referred 
to the Board of War, who are directed to report specially 
thereon, and to lay before Congress a copy of the orders 
given to the officer commanding the irruption. 

Ordered, That the letter of the 6th, from the committee 
at camp, so far as relates to the prisoners of the couven- 

■Thii letter, and the prooeedingB of the convention, ue inthe Aipcni/tAc Qmti- 
ftenua Contrm, So. 33, folio SZ9. 

'The letter of the 3d ie in the PaperM 0/ lAe amlinenlal Congrm, So. 33, folio 79 
that of the 6th ia on folio 91; the 11th, on folio 117; and the 12th, oa folio 12S; the 
6th In No. 78, VII, folio 159. The letter of the 11th concerned the " ImipliDn into 
Canada," and beara the following endomment: " Referred to the Board of War, 
who are directed to report specially thereon, and to lay before CongrcM a copy of 
the ordera given to the officer. " 

■nUa letter ia In the Fapen of the Omtintnlal CongrtM, So. 60, 1, foUo 467. 
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tion at Boston, be referred to a committee of three, who 
are to confer with the Board of War: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Blbridge] Gerry, Mr. 
[OUver] Wolcott, and Mr. [William] Ellery. 

Thbee o'Glooe, p. h. 

In consequence of an adjustment by the commissioners 
of claims, the auditor general reports, 

That there is due to Kichard Peters, Esq' late secre- 
tary to the Board of War, his salary from the 13 June, 
1776, to the 27 November, 1777, being one year, five 
months, and fourteen days, at 800 dollars per annum, the 
sumof 1,16440/90 ||dollars,|| and for his fee for prosecuting 
the appeal in the case of the ship Elimbetk^ 60 dollars ; in 
all, 1,224 40/90 dollars ; that he has received of the Board 
of War, in cash, 928 dollars, and in fire wood, left at Lan- 
caster, 9 dollars^ making in all, 937 dollars, leaving a bal- 
ance due to Mr. Peters of 287 40/90 dollars : 

That there is due to Mr. Joseph Nourse, his salary as 
deputy secretary to the Board of War, from the 10 Novem - 
her, 1777, to 10 February, 1778, inclusive, being three 
months, at 65 dollars per month, 195 dollars; and for cash 
paid WiUiam Handen, express to Lancaster, 4 dollars; 
the whole amounting to 199 dollars : 

That there is due to Gotlieb Ziegler, for victualling 
Pensylvania militia, in July and August, 1776, 20 3/90 
dollars:' 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

A letter from the Board of War, with a letter from 
R. L. Hooper, and sundry papers enclosed, was read:' 

'Tbia report ia in the Paptn of the Continental Oongra*, No. 136, II, folio SI. 
'The letter of the Boaid of Wu is in the Paptn <>f Ha Oonti-na^al Congreti, No. 
U7, 1, toUo 581. 
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Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] M'Eean, Mr. 
[Abraham] Clark, and Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder. 

The Committee on the Treasury, brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favom* 
of Brigadier General de Boche Fermoy« for 800 dollars, 
to enable him to pay the demands now against him, and 
procure a passage to the West Indies ; and that bills be 
taken for this sum, and also for the balance that may 
appear to be due to the United States, on adjustment of 
his account at the Board of Treasury, payable to the treas - 
urer of the United States, at the rate of one dollar for 
three, being the ||present|| exchange.' 

A letter, of the 10 January, from Governor Clinton, of 
New York, to Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee, was laid 
before Congress, and read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Another letter, of the 16, from Governor Clinton, was 
read.* 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the commissioner of 
the loan office in the State of New York, for the sum of 
50,000 dollars, in favour of Jonathan Trumbull, Jun. Esqt 
deputy pay master general for the northern department; 
for which he is to be accountable. 

Resolved, That two millions of dollars be emitted, under 
the direction of the Board of Treasury, and on the faith 
of the United States : 

That the bills shall, excepting the numbers, be of the 

'Thia report is in the Papen oflht OonHnenttd Omgrtu, No. 136, II, foUo 79. 
■TbiileUeruinthei\^(r*0/lA< QmlttMNlal Omgrtu, No. 67, II, tolio 102. 
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same tenor and date as the emission directed the 21 of 
January last, be numbered from the last number of each 
respective denomination of that emission, progressively, 
and consist of the following denonuuations : 
80,770 bills of 3 dollars each 61, £40 



80,768 do. 


of 8 do. 


03,804 


30,768 do. 


of 4 do. 


198,072 


80,768 do. 


of 6 do. 


153,840 


80,788 do. 


of 6 do. 


184,608 


30,768 do. 


of 7 do. 


215,876 


80,770 do. 


of 8 do. 


846,160 


80,770 do. 


of 30 do. 


933,100 



2,000,000 

That all powers and duties of Michael Hillegas, Esq. 
imd of the inspectors of the press, signers and printers of 
the emission directed on the 10 May last, shall extend to 
the said two millions now to be emitted, subject, how- 
ever, to such directions and instructions as the Board of 
Treasury may judge expedient.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1778 

A letter from the Bev. Mons. Lotbinier, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of Captain Peter DoUiver, for 2,247J dollars, in 
dischai^e of Colonel Palfrey his draught of the 13 instant 
on the president of Congress, in favour of Lieutenant Col- 

>Thlaraporttoli)th«Aip«m(/tAeCbnMMnl(iiaHi)rrMM,No. 13$, II, folio 83. 
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onel William Smith, and endorsed by him to the said 
Dolliver for that sum ; William Palfrey, Esq' pay master 
general to be accountable/ 

A letter of the 14, from Major General MifOin, at Bead- 
ing, was read.' 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter from 
the Board of War, with the letter from B. L. Hooper, 
and others, brought in a report, which was taken into 
consideration: And thereupon, Congress passed the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Whereas, by the resolutions of the 14 instant the com- 
missioners appointed by the State of Fensylvania were 
authorized and directed to purchase and store in maga- 
zines, 30,000 barrels of flour, on the east side of the 
Susquehanna, and by a letter, since laid before Congress, 
from B. L. Hooper, Nathaniel Falconer, and Jonathan 
Mifflin, Jun. three of the superintendents appointed by 
the Board of War, in pursuance of a resolve of the 15 
January last, it appears that the said superintendents are 
making contracts for executing the business entrusted with 
the said commissioners, contrary to the intentions of Con- 
gress expressed in their said resolutions : and whereas, it 
also appears by the aforesaid letter, that the above named 
superintendents, without any authority, in direct viola- 
tion of the laws of Pensylvania, and contrary to the 
instructions given by the Board of War, have presumed 
to fix and ascertain the prices of several other articles 
wanted in the army, much higher than fixed by law in 
the State, directing the quarter masters to govern them- 
selves by such illegal rates : therefore, 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed immedi- 
atelytorecaland suspend the said B.L. Hooper, Nathaniel 

'This report IB in thsPi^Mni^lAt OotdinmUd Qmgrtm, No. 136, 11, folio S7. 
'ThiB letter 1b in the Paperao/(A« CbnttnmCoi Omprev, No. 161, folio 32. 
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Falconer, and Jonathan Mifflin, who are required to lay 
before Congress their proceedings and accounts.' 

On motion, That the Committee for Foreign Affairs be 
directed to write to the commissioners at Paris, and direct 
them, upon the application of the executive powers of any 
of these United 8tates, to apply to the court of France for 
an extension of the leave of absence to such French 
officers as may be employed in the service of such State:' 



New Hampshire, 




I>elaware, 




Mr. Frost, 


no l-no 


Mr. M'Karn, 


•y 


Mwuaekuitita Bay, 




Maiylatid, 




Mr. Lovell, 


vy 


Mi. Forbes, 


sy 


SicdeMmd, 




Henry, 


»y 


Mr. Ellery, 


no ^no 


FMytnio, 




Omneeliitui, 




Mr. F. L. Lee, 


»s 


Mr. Djer, 


:; -■ 


North Oimlina, 




HnntiogtoD, 


Mr. Penn, 


•y 


Nets Jereey, 




iSouth anlina. 




Mr. WitheiBpooii, 


V 


Mr. l^urens. 


«y 


Clurk, 


no DO 


Georgia, 




Soudder, 


no 


Mr. LftDgworth;, 


V 






Wood, 


«y 


Mr. Koberdeau, 


«y 






J. Smith, 


«y «y 






CliDgan, 


«y 







So it was resolved in the af&rmative. 

A petition from Joseph White was read : 

Resolved, That four members be added to the Commit- 
tee on Appeals : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean, Mr. 
[Samuel] Huntington, Mr. [John] Henry, and Mr. 
[James] Smith. 

' Thia report, In the writing of Nathaniel Scudder, is in the Pajtert of the Ootdi- 
nmua Qmffrm, No. 27, folio 77. 

■Thi« motion, with the vote, in the writing of Oharlet Thomaon, ie in the Paixn 
nfOu Omtinmlal Qmffrm, No. 27, folio 79. 
«38--07 12 
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Ordered, That the f oregoinK petition be referred to the 
Committee on Appeals. 

A petition from Peter Shultz, Francis Jones, and others, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the commissioners of 
claims, at the Board of Treasury. 

The committee to whom the letter of 9th, from Gen- 
eral Washington, was referred brought in a report, which 
was taken into consideration: Whereupon, Congress 
passed the following : 

Whereas, doubts have arisen in the mind of General 
Washington, to whom the one month's extra pay allowed 
to the army under his immediate conmiand, by the reso- 
lutions of Congress of the 29 of December last, should be 
confined : 

Resolved, That the General be directed to order the 
same to be paid to all the continental forces under his 
immediate command at the time of passing the said reso- 
lution, whether in camp, hospitals, or on furlough, except- 
ing all such as were then absent, without leave regnlarly 
obtained, or who had abused the indulgence granted them. 

Congress took into consideration a report of the Board 
of War, of the 22d July last, to whom was referred the 
letter of the 8 of the same month, from Brigadier Gen- 
eral B. Howe ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Brigadier General Robert Howe's ap- 
pointment of Henry Purcell, to be deputy judge advocate 
general for the states of South Carolina and Geoi^, be 
confirmed. 

That Brigadier General Bobert Howe's appointment of 
Mr. Nicholas Eveleigh to be deputy adjutant general for 
the states of South Carolina and Geoi^^, be confirmed. 

A letter, of 31 January, from Governor Caswell, of 
North Carolina, was read:* 

' This letter ia in the Faptrt of iht Contijteraal Congrea, No. 69, I, folio 77. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. [Francis Light- 
foot] Lee and Mr. [James] Lovell. 

A letter, of the 8, from General Washington, with sun- 
dry letters, which passed between bim and General Howe, 
was read:' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Blbridge] Gerry, Mr. 
[Thomas] M'Kean, and Mr. [William] Ellery. 

Resolved, That to morrow be assigned for taking into 
consideration the letters from the committee ||at camp,|| 
respecting recruiting the army. 

Mr. [Francis] Lewis, one of the delegates from the 
State of New York, laid before Congress an account of 
moneys expended by that State for the support of pris- 
oners, with the vouchers: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the 
committee on the state of Georgia; and after debate, 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY i8, 1778 

A letter, of the 18, and one of the 19 January, from 
General Heath, at Boston, with a letter to him from 
General Burgoyne, and General Heath's answer ; and a 
letter of the 2d February from Brigadiers General Poor 

and Paterson, were read.' 

' Thie letter is in the Aiper«^lA« Qmtmental Omgreu, No. IK, V, folio 287. 
' The letter! of Heath ue in the Paper* of the Ccmimaital Oongrtt§, No. 167, folioi 
6S and SI; that of Poor and Fatenon is in No. 163, tollo QIS. 
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A. letter, of the 17th, from the Board of War, was read; 
Whereupon, 

||£eso/ved,|| That it be recommended to the governor 
and council of the State of Maryland, to embody a suffi- 
cient number of militia for the guarding the prisoners to 
be stationed at Fort Frederick, in that State; and that 
they also be requested immediately to appoint a com- 
missary to purchase and supply the said militia with 
provisions during their service at that post: 

That Mens, de Ponti^re be appointed a captain of horse 
by brevet, and that Mons. de Ponceaus, secretary to the 
Baron Steuben, have the brevet rank of a captain in the 
army of the United States:* 

That Congress approve the proceedings of the Board 
of War with respect to Baron Steuben. 

Another letter from the Board of War, with a letter 
from Thomas Wharton, Esq. president of the State of 
Pensylvania, and sundry other papers inclosed, was read : 

Ordered, That the same be referred to Mr. [Thomas] 
M'Eean, and the delegates of Pensylvania. 

Resolved, That Governor Clinton be authorized and 
requested to superintend the business of obstructing, for- 
tifying, and securing the passes of the North or Hudson's 
river, agreeable to the resolutions of the 5th of November 
last, and to employ the militia of the State of New York, 
and to call upon the states of Massachusetts bay and 
Connecticut, for such parts of their militia as he may 
think necessary, and those states can spare, for executing 
this important business : 

That the commanding officer at Peeks Kill be ordered 
and directed to furnish Governor Clinton with money 
from the military chest, and to give him every assistance 

*Thia letter ia in the A9)«rt<!^{AfQm(inaitaia>rvRM, No. 147, 1, loUo S26. 
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in hia power in forwarding and perfecting the business 
committed to Tiim : 

That a warrant issue on the commissioner of the loan 
office in the State of New York, in favor of Governor 
Cllinton, for 50,000 dollars, towards defraying the charge 
of the business intrusted to him. 

Resolved, That the warrant of the 3 February for 200,000 
dollars, in favour of the Board of War, be paid to Joseph 
Nourse, pay master to the Board of War and Ordnance, 
to be applied to the purpose of purchasing provisions for 
the use of the grand army. 

The commissioners of claims report. 

That they have examined the accounts of Mr. Thomas 
Butler, amounting to 6,801 74/90 dollars, together with 
800 dollars accounted with Colonel Flower, making in the 
whole, 7,601 74/90 dollars ; that he has received of James 
Mease, Esq. 800 dollars; of John Gibson, Esq. 6,600 
doUars; and for two vises 28 24/90 dollars; and after 
deducting sundry errors and over charges, there is a 
balance of 87 20/90 doUars due to him:* 

Ordered, That the said balance be paid. 

The commissioners farther report, 

That there is due to Colonel Michael Swoope, for his 
pay from 22 September, 1776, to 7 February, 1778, a 
balance of 976 10/90 dollars; 

Ordered, That the said account be paid. 

A letter, from General MilQin, of 18, directed to the 
Board of War, being laid before Congress: 

Ordered, That the same, together with the papers 
relating to the quarter master's department, be referred 
to the Board of Treasury. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

>Thut«portitithe Ap«r»<>/(A«amNneniaiCbrvr<w, Na 136, II, folio 85. 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY ig. 1778 

A letter, of the 18, from the Board of War, with one 
enclosed from Comelixxs Sweers, deputy commissary gen- 
eral of military stores, ||was read : It 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

Resolved, That General Mifflin be directed to attend 
immediately the Board of War, and that he order the 
several deputies and agents under liim in the department 
of the quarter master general to proceed vigorously in 
executing the business of that department, without at- 
tending to the settlement of their respective accounts, 
until the department is properly arranged, and they can 
attend to the settlement of their accounts without detri- 
ment to the public cause. 

The Gonuoittee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the following warrants issue in favoiu: 
of Major General Thomas Mi£9iu, quarter master gen- 
eral, for the use of his department, and for which he is 
to be accountable, viz. 

One warrant on the treasurer for two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, to be transmitted him by Joseph 
Nomree, Esq- 

One warrant on Thomas Smith, Esq' commissioner of 
the continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, 
for one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of Joseph Nourse, pay master to the Board of 
Wfu: and Ordnance, for the sum of fifty thousand dol- 
lars, to be applied by the said Board for the use of the 
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commissary general of military stores department; the 
said pay master to be accountable:' 

Ordered, That a warrant issne on the treasurer in 
favour of Thomas Hughes, pay master to the 7 Virginia 
regiment, for 9,630 dollars, it being in discharge of tiie 
draught of W. Palfrey, pay master gener^, for that sum, 
in favour of the said Hughes, on the president, dated 
at camp, 12 instant, the said pay master general to be 
accountable : 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, Esq' commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office in the State of Pen- 
sylvania, in favour of Brigadier General David Forman, 
for 10,000 dollars, for which he is to be accountable, and 
that the deputy commissary general of purchases of the 
middle disfxict be furnished with a copy of the resolve, 
and directed forthwith to settle the accounte of Brigadier 
Forman for provisions supplied by bis order to the troops 
lately stationed at New Jersey, charging to ^^m the 
amount of this grant, and reporting to the Board of 
Treasury the state of his accounts.' 

The Committee on the Treasury farther reported, 

That a warrant shoxild issue on Joseph Borden, Esq. 
commissioner of the continental loan office for the State 
of New Jersey, in favour of Major Gener^ Mifflin, for 
80,000 dollars, for the use of the quarter master general's 
department : 

On the question put, the states were divided. 

Thbee o'Clook, p. h. 

Congress was moved for re -considering the report 
from the Board of Treasury for issuing a warrant on 

'This report, including the paragraph printed below on a grant to Mifflin, is in 
^e Papert of the Continental Conjfrat, No. 136, II, folio 91. The Mifflin paragraph is 
marked u " dlBftgreed hy vote." 

> This report is in the Papen of the On^iaental Oonffrat, No. 13ft, II, folio 89. 
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Joseph Borden, Esq. in favour of General Mifflin, for 
80,000 dollars, ||for the use of the qtiartar master gen- 
eral's department: II 

On the question put, passed in the negative. 

A letter, of the 12, from Brigadier General Hand, at 
Fort Pitt, to the Board of War, was laid before Congress 
and read ;* Whereupon, 

Beeolved, That Br^adier General Hand transmit to the 
Arkansas, so much of l^e provisions which were de- 
manded of him by Captain James Willing, of the armed 
boat Eattletrapy as he can spare, and judges necessary 
and proper for the purpose. 

Ordered^ That the letter be returned to the Board of 
War, to do therein what they judge proper and necessary. 

The committee to whom ||was referred|| the letter of the 
6th, from the committee at camp, so far as relates to 
the prisoners of the convention, at Boston, brought in a 
report, which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 
Congress came to the following resolutions: 

Whereas Congress, for reasons set forth in their reso- 
lutions of the 8 day of January last, have determined to 
detain Lieutenant General Burgoyne and the troops in- 
cluded in the convention of Sarati^a, tmtil the said con- 
vention shall be ratified by the court of Great Britain ; 
and it will not only be inconvenient for the said troops, 
but also very distressing to the inhabitants of the town of 
Cambrit^, and parts adjacent, to have so lai^e a body of 
men confined within such narrow limits, for so long a 
time as must necessarily elapse before the ratification of 
the said convention can be known ; therefore. 

Resolved, That the supreme executive council of the 
State of Massachusetts bay be authorized and requested 
to remove, separate and place the said troops in such 

■ This l«tter u in the Alport oflht Qmtmtnldl Oongreu, So. 169, folio 402. 
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maimer and in sach parts of the said State as may be 
most convenient for their Bubsistence and security: 

That General Heath be directed to cany into effect the 
orders of the supreme executive council of the State of 
Massachusetts bay, for removing, securing and providing 
for the said troops. 

Resolved^ That it be recommended to the council of the 
Massachusetts bay to order the continental barracks for 
the reception of prisoners in that State to be forthwith 
finished.' 

A letter, of the 14, from the committee of Coi^resa at 
camp, was read." 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY ao, 1778 

The Committee of Commerce laid before Congress sun- 
dry letters and papers respecting Monsr. de Francey , which 
were read : 

Ordered, That they be referred back to the Committee 
of Commerce to report thereon, and that, for this purpose, 
Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry and Mr. [Henry] Laurens be added 
to the said committee. 

Thbbe o'clock, p. m. 

Besolved, That the president send a letter by express 
immediately to head quarters to the committee, desiring 
them to send a nomination of officers by the same express 
proper to fill the quarter master's department, agreeably to 
a request of Congress already transmitted to them. 

"TUa report, in the wtitiiig of Elbiidge Genr, ia in the I^gitn 0/ the Contmental 
Oonfrrm, No. 25, I, folio 33. 
' Ti^ IMei ia ia ihe Papm Iff the Qmtmetaal Oon^reu, So. 78, VH, folio 163. 
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Congress took into consideration the letters from the 
committee of Congress at the camp, and their plan for 
filling up the army, and, after debate thereon, 

Ordered^ That the same be referred to a committee of 
five: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Daniel] Boberdeau, Mr. 
[Oliver] Wolcott, Mr. [John] Penn, Mr. [James] Forbaa 
and Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY ai, 1778 

It appearing, by intelligence this day received from 
camp, that idarming consequences are likely to ensue 
from a longer delay of appointing proper persons to fill 
the several offices in the quarter master's department : 

Resolvedj That the committee of Congress at the camp, 
in conjunction with General Washington, be authorized 
forthwith to make the proper appointments for the 
quarter master general's department. 

A letter of 21, from Dr.W.Shippen, wasread;' Where- 
upon, 

Resolved^ That a surgeon general be appointed for the 
hospital in the middle department, in the room of Dr. 
Brown, promoted ; the ballots being taken, 

Dr. Charlra M'Eln^ht was elected. 

Whereas, the duty of the person who executes the office 
of secretary and pay master of the hospital in the middle 
department, is important and difficult: 

Resolved, That the pay of the person who executes 
those offices in the hospital in the middle department, be 
augmented to three dollars a day. 

iThiB letter if in the Paper* of the Omtmenlal Congreu, No. 78, XX, foUo 19S. 
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The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of General Weedou, in dischai^e of a bill drawn 
by William Palfrey, Esq' pay master general, in his favour, 
on the President of Congress, for the sum of two thousand 
five hundred dollars, which is to be chu-ged to the pay 
master general : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
Joseph Nourse, pay master to the Board of War and Ord- 
nance, for the sum of 500,000 dollara, to be by him trans- 
mitted to William Palfrey, Esq' pay master general, and 
for which he is to be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer for the sum of 
forty thousand dollars, in favour of William Shippen, Jun. 
director general of all the military hospitals, for the use 
of the middle district; for which the director is to be 
accountable: 

That another warrant be issued on Thomas Smith, Esq. 
commissioner of the loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, for the sum of 35,000 dollars, in favour of the 
said director general, for the use of the said district; for 
which he is to be accountable ; 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, for 500,000 dol- 
lars, in favour of the del^ates of Georgia, to be advanced 
to that State for the sole purpose of calling in the cur- 
rency of the said State, that has been emitted for the 
support of the continental troops; this sum to include 
the sum of four hundred thousand dollars granted for 
that purpose by the resolution of 15 August last.' 

Resolved, That the pay master general be directed to 
consult with General Washington on the propriety of 
keeping a deputy pay master at Baltimore, and if he shall 

■ This report iB in the Fapeno/the Qmiinentai Confrat, No. 136, II, folio 63. 
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judge such an officer unnecessary, to inform Mr. Jonathan 
Hudson, that the public service not requiring his farther 
assistance in this capacity, he is excused therefrom by 
Congress, and is ordered to adjust his accounts with the 
pay master general as soon as may be.' 

The Committee on the Treasury report, '* That they 
have taken into consideration the application of Baron 
de Holtzendorf ; that by the agreement made at Paris 
between Mr, Deane and the Baron, it does not appear 
that the Baron is entitled to any sum for the defraying of 
his ezpences from and to Europe, or to any compensation 
on account of the loss of his equipage; that the Baron's 
claim, as being one of the ofQcers accompanying Major 
General de Ealb to America, does not appear well founded, 
it being evident, from the resolves of Congress of Septem- 
ber 8th, 1777, that those gentlemen were not employed in 
the service of the United States, but, in consideration of 
their zeal for that purpose, it was judged expedient to 
pay their expences ; neither does it appe^, on any other 
principles of justice, that he is entitled to the claims 
aforesaid;" Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the sum of one thousand dollars, or such 
part thereof as he may require, be advanced to the Baron 
de Holtzendorf, to dischai^e the debts he may have con- 
tracted, and to enable him to return to Paris, he giving 
bills of exchange for the amount of any balance that may 
be due to the United States, in the same manner as 
Brigadier General de Fermoy.' 

Besolved^ That General Washington be directed to order 
a major general to take the command of the troops in the 
State of Hhode Island, in the place of Major Gener^ 
Spencer, resigned. 

I This report Is in the PaperM of the Qmtinenial Congrtu, No. 136, II, (olio 97. 
* This report !■ in the i^:^'«nqf'lA< Oontinentai Cbn^rfM, No. 136, U, loUoflS, 
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A letter from General Washington to Robert ||L.|| 
Hooper, Nathaniel Falconer, and Jonathan Mifflin, was 
laid before Congress, and read ; also, an extract of a letter 
from Mr. [William] DuertoMr. [Francis Lightfoot] Lee.* 

Ordered, That copies of the same be sent by express to 
the executive council of Pensylrania, and that it be most 
earnestly recommended to them to exert the whole powers 
of the State in providing and forwarding to the army, by 
every possible means, supplies of provisions, (especially 
of the meat kind,) and forage, with the utmost despatch. 

Resolved, That the Board of War immediately employ a 
suitable number of proper persons on the east side of the 
Susquehanna, to purchase meat and forage for the army, 
and to toTWBx^ the same to the camp with all possible 
expedition, having respect to the prices fixed by the laws 
of the State of Pensylvania. 

The Marine Committee, to whom was referred the com- 
plaint of the navy board in the middle department, against 
Captain Barry, report, as their opinion, 

" That Captain Barry hath treated the said board, in 
the person of Mr. Hopkinson, one of that board, with 
indecency and disrespect, and that he ought, within 
twenty days after this resolve shall have been notified to 
him by the said board, make such acknowledgment as 
shall be satisfactory to them : " 

On the question put to agree to the report, 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Cloek on Monday. 

of (he Commented Ckmgrai, No. 162, V, 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 33, 1778 

A letter, of the 16, from Lieutenant Colonel Matthew 
Smith, of the 9th Pensylrania regiment,!! was read, !! rep- 
resenting the declining state of his health, and, on that 
account, praying for leave to resign his conuuission : 

Resolved, That leave be granted. 

A letter, of the 22, from Brigadier James Wilkinson, 
was read. 

A letter, of the 18, from Joseph Simons of Lancaster, 
was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the executive council of 
Pensylvania, to do therein what they shall judge proper. 

A letter, of the 9, from Southy Simpson, of Accomac 
!!county, in Virginia,!! was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter from B. Harrison, Jun. deputy pay master in 
Virginia, with his monthly account, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of the 7, from Governor Caswell, was read, 
with papers enclosed, respecting Captain Folger : " 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee 
appointed to take the examination of Captain Folger. 

Sundry letters and papers being transmitted to Congress 
by the Board of War, the same were read : 

Ordered, That the said letters and papers be referred to 
a committee of four, and that they be directed to collect 
the best information they can, relative to the irruption 
into Canada, and lay the same before Congress as soon as 
possible. 

I The letter of Smith is In the Paper* of Q» QmJmenfoJ Cbnjrr«M, No. 7S, XX, folio 
191; that of Wilkinson is in No. 78, XXItl, foUo 4M; And that of SirapBOD, in Na 
78, XX, folio 187. 

■This letter i« in th«/V9)«r(o/EbQmlinentaJ Om^nw, No. 69, 1, folio 81. 
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The members chosen, Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott, Mr. [Fran- 
cis Lightfoot] Lee, Mr. [William] Ellery, and Mr. 
[Thomas] McKean. 

Three o'Clock, p. m. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ord^ed^ That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Captain William Brown, in discharge of William Pal- 
frey, Esq. pay master general, his draught of the 20th 
instant, on the President of Congress, for two thousand 
one hundred and thirty two dollars and seventy four 
ninetieths of a dollar, for which the said pay master gen- 
eral is to be accountable : 

That another warrant issue on the treasurer in favor of 
Captain Richard Dorsey, for 1.361J dollars, in dischai^e 
of a draught of William Palfrey, Esq., pay master general 
on the President of Congress, dated 20 instant, and for 
which said pay master is to be charged. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of the 
commissary general, for one hundred thousand dollars, to 
be by him transmitted to Heniy Champion, for the pur- 
pose of purchasing cattle in Connecticut : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of Dr. 
Jonathan Potts, deputy director general of the middle 
department, for one hundred thousand dollars, for the use 
of bis department, and for which he is to be accountable.* 

A letter, of the 13, from Sampson Matthews, was 
read, informing, that Governor Henry, of Virginia, has 
appointed him and Colonel Samuel McDowell commis- 
sioners to proceed to Fort Pitt, in the stead of Samuel 
Washington and Gabriel Jones, Esqrs. who have declined 

*Tbia report is in the Fa^en ofOu OMKuicntoI Ooagrm, No. 136, U, folio IQl. 
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that business, and that they intend to set forward on 
their journey on the 23 instant.^ 

A letter, of 19th, from General Washington, was read. 

The Committee of Commerce laid before Congress a 
letter and a number of papers from Mr.||B.|iMorris, which 
which were read : 

Ordered, That they be referred to the committee to 
whom the affairs of Mons. Francy were committed. 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be empowered to 
increase the pay of the signers of bills of credit in such 
way as they judge proper, provided that the sum allowed 
for signing and numbering 1,000 bills does not exceed 2 
dollars. 

The committee appointed to revise the system of the 
commissary of purchases, brought in a report, which was 
read: 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed 
till to morrow. 

A letter, of the 3d, from Governor Clinton, of New 
York, at Poughkeepsie, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 34, 1778 

A petition from James Wilson, administrator of Sam- 
uel Allen, was read, praying that the commissioners of 
claims be directed to settle his account for a team of 
Samuel Allen employed and lost in the public service : 

Ordered, That the prayer of the petition be granted. 

'Thia letter is ia the Paper* of the Oanlintntai Omffrat, No. 56, folio 69; that of 
Wuhington, m No. 162, V, folio 807. 
■ This letter le in the P)^en of the Oemtutmlal Congrtm, No. ST, II, foUo 106. 
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Congress took into consideration the report of the 
oommittee on the system of the commissary of purchases, 
and after some progress made therein, 

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed to Thursday next. 

The committee, to whom the letters and papers from 
the Board of War were referred, brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Board of War instruct the Marquis 
de la Fayette, who is charged with an expedition or 
irruption into Canada, that, considering the length of 
the rout into that country in an inclement season, he be 
particularly attentive to have his men well cloathed 
and so supplied with provisions, as effectually to guard 
against any misfortune which might happen for want of 
these necessary articles; and, in case he shall fail of 
obtaining forces which he shall judge competent, or sup- 
plies sufficient for them, that he carefully attend to these 
contingencies and regulate his conduct according to the 
probability of success, without exposing his troops to 
any very great or very apparent hazard, and report the 
reasons of his conduct to the Board. 

A letter, of the 20, from Brigadier Parsons, relative to 
the treatment of the Yantassels, by the enemy, was read :' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed 
to enquire into the conduct of the enemy, in regard to the 
prisoners who have fallen into their hands.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Cloek to Morrow. 

' Thii letter U in the Papen of Ike ConHnenUd Qmgrtu, No. 161, folio 331. 
■ A letter of EUeb» Wuner, dktad Providence, laimaxy 16, 1778, van read on this 
day. It is in the Papen of iht CmfyieiOoi Cmgrm, No. 7S, XXIII, foUo 443. 
4988—07—13 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 35, 1778 

The delegates of Pensylvania laid before Congress a 
letter signed Thomas Wharton Jun-, president, dated in 
Council, Lancaster, February 23, 1778, requesting to be 
furnished with the following papers, viz/ 

" The instructions of the Board of War to their super- 
intendents of provisions; the plwi laid down by the 
superintendents for the purchase, &c. of provisions; the 
instructions for the millers, dated the 11 January last; a 
letter from the superintendents to the Board of War, 
dated 11 February instant ; a letter dated 12 February, 
instant signed Eobert Lettis Hooper, deputy quarter mas- 
tergeneral, to the purchasers under the superintendents : " 

Ordered^ That the Board of War furnish the delegates 
of Pensylvania with copies of the above papers, or such 
of them as are in the office of the Board of War and 
Ordnance. 

A letter, of the 24 January, from S. A. Otis, at Boston, 
was read.' 

The committee to whom were referred the letter of the 
8 instant, from General Washington, and sundry other 
letters which passed between >iiTn and General Howe, 
relative to the exchange of prisoners and other matters, 
brought in a report, which was read. 

The committee to whom were referred the letters and 
papers from the committee of Congress at camp, brought 
in a report, which was taken into consideration, and, 
after some time spent thereon, the farther consideration 
thereof was postponed to the afternoon. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

■ Thia letter is in the Paptn <^ tht Omf&MnbiJ Cbn^ren, Ho. 69, 1, folio 47S. 
*Thi« letter is in th«i^4><rti^lA« CtrntmoUoI Onvren, Ha 78, XVII, folio 385. 
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Ordered^ That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Captain Pasky, for twenty-six thousand dollars, in 
discbarge of William Palfrey, Esq^ pay master general, 
his order, for that sum, on the president of Congress, 
dated camp, the 23 Februaiy instant in favour of Colonel 
E. H. Lutterlogh, deputy quarter master general, and 
endorsed by him to the said Pasky: the pay master gen- 
eral to be accountable :' 

The commissioners of accounts at the treasury report, 

That there is due to the administrators of Samuel Allen, 
deceased, for hire of his waggon and team from the 4 Sep- 
tember to the 4 December, 1776, is 92 days, at 2 2/3 dollars, 
245 30/90 dollars; and for the four horses, waggon, geers 
and cloth, which by certificates, appear to hare been 
detained in the service after his decease, and never re- 
turned to his heirs, &c. appraised at 408 dollars, which 
last sum is to be charged to the account of the quuter 
master general ; also for expences incurred on York Island, 
as by account and certificate, 7 62/90 dollars, amoui^ting 
in the whole to 661 2/90 dollars: 

That there is due to John Campbell, the sum of 1,243 
30/90 dollars, for Colonel George Morgan's order on the 
President of Congress, in favour of Colonel William Craw- 
ford, being for provisions stored at Port Pitt, which order 
is assigned over to said Campbell ; the said Colonel George 
Morgan to be accountable : 

That there is due to Simon and Campbell, the sum of 
302 dollars, for arms sold to Colonel William Crawford, 
for the use of the 13 Virginia regiment, as per Colonel 
Crawford's order on the Treasury Board : the said Colonel 
Crawford to be accountable :' 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

'Thia report is in the Papen <tf the OonimenbU Congrem, No. 138, II, io&a 113, 
■Thia r«u>rt ia In the Papen of tht Cmdittrdal Canffrm, No. 136, II, folio 103. 
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Thbee o*Gloce, p. u. 

A letter of the 7th, and one of the 14 [11], from Major 
General Heath, at Beaton, were read, the former enclos- 
ing copies of sundry letters that passed between him and 
Lieutenant General Bui^yne, and a letter from Lord 
Napier and Lieutenant Colonel Anstmther:^ 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott, Mr. 
[James] Lovell, and Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. 

Congress resumed the consideration of tiie report of the 
committee on the letters and papers from the committee 
at camp ; and, after debate. 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed till to morrow. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 



THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 36, 1778 

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the captains or 
commanders of privateers, to annoy the enemy by all the 
means in their power, by land or water, taking care not 
to infringe or violate the laws of nations, or the laws of 
neutrality. 

A letter of the 11th, from Lieutenant General Bur- 
goyne, directed to the honorable Henry Laurens, president 
of the Congress, with three papers enclosed, were read : 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of five: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Lovell, Mr. [Thomas] 
M'Eean, Mr. [James] Smith, Mr. [Francis Lightfoot] Lee, 
and Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. 

' Th« l«tt«r of the 7th iB in tbe Po^en of (Ae CtmUMoOal OmfKH, No. 67, lolio 14G. 
Thftt at the Utb U on folio SIS. 
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General Oates sent to Congress sundry letters, among 
which was one of the 9, from Major General Philips, 
which were read : 

Ordered, That the last be referred to the foregoing 
committee. 

The Board of War sent to Congress sundry letters from 
the northern department, which were read, 

Ordered^ That they be referred to a committee of three : 
lithe members chosen, II Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott. Mr. [Abra- 
ham] Clark, and Mr. [Francis] Lewis. 

A letter, of the 25, from the Board of War, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee to whom were referred the letter of the 8th, from 
General Washington, and the letters which passed be- 
tween him and General Howe, relative to the exchange 
of prisonere; Whereupon Congress came to the following 
resolutions: 

Whereas, it appears to Congress, by the copy of a letter 
from General Washington to Genend Howe, of the 10 of 
this month, that he has consented to the propositions of 
General Howe, to the following effect : " that an exchange 
of all prisoners now in our possession, officer for officer, 
soldier for soldier, and citizen for citizen, so far as num- 
ber and rank will apply, be carried into execution as 
expeditiously as the nature of the case will admit, and 
without regard to any controverted point, which might 
prove an impediment to so desirable an end:" 

And, whereas, by a resolution of Congress of the 19 
December last, a release of prisoners in the power of 
these states cannot take place before the account of all 
provisions, and other necessaries, which have been sup- 
plied by the public to such prisoners, are liqiddated and 
discharged: 
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And, whereas, it Is the wish of Congress to accomplish 
the desirable purpose of exchanging the prisoners without 
unnecessary delay: 

Besolvedy That an express be sent to the several legis- 
latures, or supreme executive authorities olE the respective 
states, for such accounts of money, provisions, and other 
necessaries, which they have supplied to prisoners taken 
by the United States since the commencement of the war, 
as have not been already transmitted to Congress ; that 
they be requested to make up the said accounts to the 
first day of March next, and transmit them as speedily 
as possible to the commissioners of claims at the Board 
of Treasury; that the accounts of each State from New 
Hampshire to Virginia, inclusively, be sent to the said 
commissioners on or before the IS-day of April next, and 
of the other states, on or before the firat day of June next, 
and that the r^pective states sustain the losses which 
may arise from detaining such accounts longer than the 
time herein allowed them for rendering the same. 

Resolved, That all ofGicers in the departments of the 
quarter master, pay master, and cloathier general, and 
commissaries of provisions and prisoners, the com- 
missioners of accounts, and other ofi&cers, who may have 
accounts or charges of money, provisions, or other neces- 
saries in their respective offices, for suppHes furnished 
the said prisoners, be directed to send such accounts to 
the commissioners of claims at the Board of Treasury, on 
or before the 15 day of April next, and that they respec- 
tively sustain the losses that may arise from a neglect 
hereof: 

That the commissioners of claims be directed to prepare 
the said accounts for adjustment without delay, and that 
no exchange of prisoners be made until the balance due 
thereon to the United States is discharged. 
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Three o'Clock, p. m. 

The Committee on the Treaanry brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of the Committee of Commerce for twenty thousand 
dollars, advanced upon their application, for the purpose 
of loading with rice the ship Flamand, ordered to South 
Carolina; the said Committee to be accountable.^ 

A petition from Archibald Steel, deputy quarter master 
general for the troops at Fort Pitt, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Com- 
merce .' 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on the letters and papers from the Committee 
of Congress at camp, and thereupon came to the following 
resolutions: 

Whereas, the well being and safety of these states 
require that a powerful army be early brought into the 
field, effectually to oppose and defeat the public enemies 
thereof:' and whereas by the actual invasion of some of 
the said states, and the local circumstances of others, it 
would be inexpedient and unreasonable to draw forth 
from all of them their full proportion of the continental 
batallions, according to the establishment heretofore set- 
tled and apportioned in Congress : 

iThiiTeportiainthePktperiVtheOmlmentaJamTren, No. 136, II, folio 106. 

■ In the Paper* of Oit Qmtmmtal Oongrtm, No. 147, 1, folio 643, ia » report of the 
Board of Wu, m follovs: 

"Jtaohed, That hia Ezoellency the Commoiuler in Chief be Informed, that the 
intention of Congreea bj theai order of 20 Febmuy laat, referring the proceedings 
of the Comt martial on Colonel Steel, to him, wu that he ihotild flnall; determine 
thereon, or direct Boch farther proceedioga aa h« ahoolil think necenarj." The mem- 
ban preaent vera [Jeaee] Root, Pickering and Petera. It ia vithont date. 

*The otiginal report added: "and aa experience hath fallj prorad the Impraot^ 
ability of recrniting an annj in dne aeason bj Tolontaiy enliatments, and it haa 
tbeieftwe become indiapenaably necnnaary to aooompliah the nme by drafta fnKU the 
militia of the aereml Bt«t« i" 
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Resolved^ That the several states hereafter named be 
required forthwith to fill up by drafts from their militia, 
[or in any other way that shall be effectual,]' their 
respective batallions of continental troops, according to 
the following arrangement, viz. 

New Hampshire ... 3 Pensylranu - - - - 10 

Maaaachusetts bay - - - 15 Delaware 1 

Bhode Island aod Providence Maryland [inelndinff 

Plantations . . . . i tlie German batallion.]* 8 

Connecticut . . . . 8 Virginia 15 

New York . . . . 5 North Oirolina - - - - 9 

New Jersey .... 4 

That all persons drafted, shall serve in the continental 
batallions of their respective states for the space of nine 
months, from the time they shall respectivedy appear at 
the several places of rendezvous hereafter mentioned, 
unless sooner discharged : 

That it be recommended to the several states to appoint 
of&cers to superintend the making and forwarding the 
said drafts, and to direct such superintendents to pro- 
cure complete lists of the men drafted, with a description 
of their persons, their age, stature, the places of their 
abode, and the regiment and company from which they 
shall have been drafted, and to forwu^ the same to the 
commissioners hereafter mentioned, who shall transmit 
an exact copy thereof to the Commander in Chief. 

And to the end, the commissioners may be enabled the 
better to execute their business, and the men drafted as 
aforesaid, may be sent to the said places of rendezvous 
with the greater safety and expedition : 

Resolved^ That it be recommended to the several states 
to require their several militia officers, by whom any men 



' Added by Henry Lwireiu. 



' looerted by Chvlea Thomson. 
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shall have been drafted, to deliver to the said superin- 
tendents such descriptive lists of the men by them respec- 
tively drafted for the purpose aforesaid ; and further, to 
direct the said superintendents to make similar lists of 
the men by them, from time to time, sent to the said 
places of rendezvous, and take receipts for such men upon 
the said lists from such officers as they shall appoint to 
conduct them as aforesaid, and forward copies of such 
lists and receipts to the said commissioners : 

That it be recommended to each of the said states to 
appoint one or more commissioners, to reside at the said 
places of rendezvous, for the purpose of receiving the 
drafts of their respective states, and delivering them 
over to the continental officers, who may be appointed 
by the Commander in Chief, there to receive them ; and 
further, to direct their respective commissioners to give 
receipts for such drafted men aa shall be delivered to 
them, and make out such descriptive lists, as aforesaid, of 
the men by them, from time to time, delivered over to 
snch continental officers, and take receipts thereon from 
them, and transmit copies of such lists and receipts to the 
Commander in Chief : 

That it be recommended to the several states to make 
provision for their drafted men upon their march to the 
said places of rendezvous, and that the states be allowed, 
for such subsistence, one twenty -fourth part of a dollar 
per mile for each man actually marching to the said places 
of rendezvous, and no more. 

Resolved^ That all the drafts from the New England 
states shall rendezvous at Fish Kill, on Hudson's river; 
those of New York, at Easton, in the State of Pensyl- 
vania; those of New Jersey, Ponsylvania, Delaware, and 
Maryland, at camp ; those of Virginia, at Alexandria and 
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Sheppard'a town, in the same State; and those of North 
Carolina, at Pittsylvania court house and Petersburgh, in 
Tirginia; unless otherwise directed hy the Gonunander 
in Chief. 

Resolved^ That every person drafted as aforesaid, who 
shall supply himself with a good firelock and bayonet, a 
cartouch box, haversack, or blanket, and shall, at flie 
expiration of the term of his service, produce, to the 
proper pay master, a certificate from his captain, or other 
commanding officer of his company, that he hath been 
constantly provided therewith, shall receive, for the use 
of his firelock, bayonet, and cartouch box, two dollars, 
and for the use of his blanket, four dollars, and in a like 
proportion for any or either of them. And in case any 
of the said articles shall be lost or rendered useless in the 
' service, without the negligence or fault of the proprietor, 
he shall be paid the value thereof. 

JRetol/oed, That it be earnestly reuommended to the several States to 
forbear pviag any public bounty whatever to the men who 
,^^t, shall be drafted from the respective militia in pursuance of 
the foregoing resolutions. 
Resohed^ That on the First Day of October next, an exact return 
shall be made to Congress of the deficiencies of men in the Continentat 
army, to the end, that such deficieucies may be supplied (by an equitable 
draft from the militia of the several States) according to the propor- 
tions heretofore established in Congress, and such other circumstances 
as may arise in the course of the campugn. 

Resolved^ That all persons, in whatever way procured, 
for supplying the deficiencies in the continental batallions, 
tmless inlisted for three years, or during the war, be con- 
sidered as drafts; and that it be recommended to the 
several states to exert themselves to procure recruits for 
their respective continental batallions by inlistments for 
throe years, or during the war, and that the drafts from 
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the respective states be discharged in proportion as such 
recruits from the said states shall join the army. 

And, whereas, experience hath proved that no confi- 
dence can be placed in prisoners of war or deserters from 
the enemy, who inlist into the oontinental army ; but many 
losses and great mischiefs have frequently happened by 
them; therefore, 

Beaolvedy That no prisoners of war or deserters from 
the enemy be inlisted, drafted, or returned to serve in 
the continental army.' 

Ordered, That the Board of War instruct and direct the 
commissary general of prisoners to appoint proper per- 
sons to examine all officers and any of the privates of the 
United States, that shall be hereafter exchanged, and 
take such of their depositions as may he necessary to 
ascertain the treatment our prisoners in the hands of the 
enemy have received during their captivity, and report 
the same to Congress. 

A letter, of the 8, from General 3chuyler at Albany, 
one, of the 20th, from the committee of Congress at camp, 
were read :" 

Ordered^ That they be referred to the Board of War. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

'Tbeorigiiul raport added "any GonTicts except sacb aa hare aerved oat tbeir 
times in the Continental Amy, or mch m hftve familiea or conuderable property in 
any of the SUtee." This report, In the writing of Franda Dana, la in the Papen of 
OtM OotitiRtitttd Congrm, No. 33, folio IIS. 

■The letter ol Schnyler is in the Paper* ofih* CbntmenlaJ OnvreH, No. 163, III, 
folio 276; that of the committee to camp ia in No. 33, folio 171. 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 37, 1778 

A letter, of the 10, from Major General Putnam^ at 
"West Point, Hudson's river,|j was read:'[| 

Ordered J That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The Board of War, having made a report, the same was 
read and debated; and, thereupon, Congress came to the 
following resolutions : 

Whereas, a few deluded inhabitants of these states, 
prompted thereto by arts of the enemy, have associated 
together, for the purpose of seizing and secretly conveying 
to places in possession of the British forces, such of the 
loyal citizens, of&cers, and soldiers of these states, as may 
fall into their power; and being assisted by parties fur- 
nished by the enemy, have, in several instances, carried 
their nefarious designs into execution ; and such practices 
being contrary to their allegiance as subjects, and repug- 
nant to the rules of war : ' 

Resolved, That whatever inhabitants of these states 
shall kill or seize, or take any loyal citizen or citizens 
thereof, and convey him, her, or them, to any place within 
the power of the enemy, or shall enter into any combi- 
nation for such purpose, or attempt to carry the same 
into execution, or hath assisted or shall assist therein ; or 
shall, by giving intelligence, acting as a guide, or in any 
other manner whatever, aid the enemy in the perpetra- 
tion thereof, he shall suffer death by the judgment of a 
court martial, as a traitor, assassin, and spy, if the offence 
be committed within seventy miles of the head quarters of 

■ This letter is in the Aiperiq^fA«CbnMn«nfaia>n7reM, No. 169, folio 121. 
'The originAl report continoed: "reprobated too by even British Commandera, 
vhen thej gapposed they were intended against themaelveB or their adherenta." 
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the grand or other armies of these states, where a general 
officer commands. 

||In passing the above resolution the yeas and nays 
were required, and are as follows:|| 



2few SampaMre^ 










Mi. Frost, 


«T^«T 


Mr. M'Kean, 


ay fay 


MamchMtOa Ian, 




a^u«d. 




Mr.Qerry, 


«71. 


Mr. Forbes, 


'yi„ 


Lovell, 


•rt 


Henry, 


ayl"' 


BUdtliUmi, 




Vtrginia, 




Mr. EI1«I7, 


ay fay 


Mr. F. L. Lee, 


'^U. 


Gomuxtieut, 




Harvie, 


ayt*^ 


Mr. Dyer, 


ay 


North Carolina, 




Wolcott, 


no DO 


Mr. Penn, 


ay fay 


Huntingtoo, 


DO 


South Garolma, 




ifiio Tark, 




Mr. Laurens, 


ay fay 


Mr. LewiB, 


ayf* 


Georgia, 




ITmoJeneijt 




Mr. lAngworthy, 


»yi.. 


Mr. Clark, 


°° 1 div 


Wood, 


ayl'^ 


Scudder, 


■yl ' 






Pmntylvanvt, 








Mr. Boberdeal^ 


ay 








J. B. Smith, 


no 








James Smith, 


ay 


ay 






Clingsn, 


ay 









And, whereas, small parties of the enemy, encouraged 
by the evil dispc»itions of some of the inhabitants of 
thrae states, may make excursions into the country for 
the purposes above mentioned, or others not warranted 
by the custom of war : 

Ordered, That General Washington determine and 
publish, in such way as he shall deem proper, the number 
under which no party of the enemy shall be suffered to 
go beyond their lines, on pain, if ta^en, of being treated 
as marauders and punished with death. 
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Resolved^ That a company of bakers be raised, to bake 
bread for the army ; the company to consist of 

One director, who sball have 60 dollars a month and 3 rations a day. 
Three sobnlirectoTS, at 40 do. 3 do. 

Twelve foremen, 30 do. 1 do. 

Sixty bakere, 34 do. 1 do. 

That the company be inlisted for one year from the 
day of their inlistment, and be subject to the roles and 
articles of war. 

That each foreman and baker have the same cloathing 
as is allowed to non-commissioned officers in the conti- 
nental service: 

That the Board of War be directed to appoint the 
director and sub -directors, and cause the company to 
be raised and set to work with the utmost despatch.' 

A letter, of the 4, from Governor Livin^ton, of New 
Jersey, at Lebanon Valley, was read.' 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^ That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of Archibald Steel, deputy quarter master general, 
for 30,000 dollars, advanced him upon application of the 
Board of War, for the use of the quarter master gen- 
eral's department in the western district; Major General 
Mifflin, quarter master, to foe accountable.' 

A letter, of the 26, from the Board of War, was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

■ This report, dated Febnuiy 28. in the writing of Timothy Pickeries, is in the 
Pbperf of the OmJincTUoJ Qmyrm, Ko. 147, 1, folio 633. 

* This letter is in the Aipen o/ tA« Qmtiruntai OmffMM, No. 68, foUo 329. 

'From Unet by Thomson on the back of a teport from the Board of War the vote 
on tbia propoaition was 8 ayee and 1 no. The Traaauiy report !a In the Paper* oftiu 
OmtMcntuJ Congrem, No. 136, II, folio 107. 

*Thia letter ia in the Aiper«o/tft«Cbnl>a<nMi Oanirm», No. 147, I, foho629. 
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The members chosen, Mr. [John] Harvie, Mr. [EI- 
bridge] Gerry and Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 

Eesolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
prepare a recommendation to the United States, to set 
apart a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Daniel] Boberdeau, Mr. 
[Samuel] Huntington and Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder. 

ThEEB O'CLOCK, p. M. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of 
the committee on the system of the commissary of pur- 
chases, and after some progress made therein, 

Besolved, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed till to morrow.^ 

IIAdjoumed to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.jl 



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY aS, 1778 

A letter, of the 27, from B. B. Wilford, aid-de-camp 
of Lieutenant General Burgoyne, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the 
letter from Lieutenant General Bm^oyne. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report ; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of the Marine Committee, for five thousand dollars, to be 
transmitted to Nathaniel Shaw, Esq. continental agent 
in Connecticut: 

That a warrant issue on John Lawrence, Esq. com- 
missioner of the continental loan office in the State of 

> A letter from the committee at cunp, dated Febraary 24, was read on tbia day. 
It ifl in the Popart of the OmUntntal Ooi^piM, Ho. 33, folio 186. 
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Gonneoticut, in favour of the Marine Committee, for 
thirty-five thousand dollars, to be transmitted to the said 
Nathaniel Shaw, for which two sums the said Committee 
is to be accountable.^ 

A report from the Board of War was laid before Con- 
gress and read, and the same being taken into considera- 
tion and debated, 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of four : 

The members, Mr. [John] Harvie, Mr. [William] El- 
lery, Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean and Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 

Besolved, That the warrant on the commissioner of the 
loan office of the State of New Jersey, of the 24 January 
last, in favom: of his excellency Governor Livingston, for 
ten thousand dollars, be paid in preference to any other 
warrant previously issued on the said commissioner, and 
that the money be applied to the purpose of paying the 
premiums for apprehending deserters, as well as of 
recruiting the continental batallions raised by the said 
State: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of the delegates of New Jersey, for 5,000 dollars, 
to be by them transmitted to Governor Livingston, for 
the purposes mentioned in the preceding resolve ; he to 
be accountable. 

A- lottof , without date, from the Bo f onH e lt B ondorf 



Ordorod^ Tbo fr ho haTO loove to - withdraw iti 
A petition and remonstrance from the justices and field 
officers of the county of Northampton, in Virginia, in 
behalf of themselves and the inhabitants of the said 
county, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

■ Thin report is In the Arpeno/ (Ac Qmtinental Congn-, No* 136, U, folio UL 
*ThiipetltioauiiitheP!9>cn(i/()i« Omtintatai Oongreu, No. 43, folio SOO. 
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The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Orderedy That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of WiUiam Buchanan, commissary general of 
purchases, for 12,000 dollars, for the use of the middle 
district of his department; he to be accountable: 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of the 
del^ates of the State of North Carolina, for three thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, advanced upon the application 
of John Penn, Esq'; the said State to be accountable.^ 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clook on Monday. 

MONDAY, MARCH 2, 1778 

A letter, of the 28 February, from Bichard B. Wilford, 
aid -de-camp of Lieutenant General Burgoyne, enclosing 
a list of officers who were exchanged by General Gates at 
Albany, and for whom General Bui^yne requires pass- 
ports, was read : ^ 

Ordered, That the said letter with the list be referred 
to the Board of War. 

A letter, of the first, was read from R. R. Wilford,' 
enclosing another letter from Lieutenant General Bur- 
goyne, in which he observes, that "altho' he informed 
the President that the contente of the enclosed letter was 
dependent upon the resolutions the Congress might come 
to with regard to the first letter delivered, yet as this only 
concerns Lieutenant General Burgoyne and his family, 
he conceives it may not be improper to lay it before Con- 
gress now, as the Congress will consider them, either 
together or separately, as they see just, and it will also 
serve to prevent any delays that may arise by his keeping 

' Thii report ii In the Paptn of At Oom^/Mulal Congreu, No. 13B, II, folio 109. 
*Thii letiar ii In tiMPapenqfthe Cuaintnlal Oongrat, No. 78, XXIII, folio 461. 
*Thia letter is in thai^ifMrti^(h«Cton{MMntai Qmfrrm.'So. 67, folio 183. 
4M8-07 14 
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this back, until their determination with respect to the 
other is known:" 

The letter enclosed from Lieutenant C^neral Burgoyne, 
dated Cambridge, February 11, 1778, and directed as the 
other of the same date, was read:' 

Ordered, That this letter be referred to the committee 
on the former letter from General Bui^yne. 

A letter, of the 25 February, from the committee at 
camp, was read, proposing a new arrangement of the 
quarter master's department, and recommending proper 
persons to execute the business of the said department:* 

Congress taking into consideration the arrangement 
proposed by the committee, 

Resolved, That the same be adopted, instead of that 
^reed on the 5 day of February, and that there be one 
quarter master general, and two assistant quarter masters 
general: 

That these three be allowed, for their trouble and ez- 
pence, one per cent, upon the monies issued in the depart- 
ment, to be divided as they shall agree, and including an 
addition to the pay of the waggon master general and his 
deputy : 

That Major General Greene be appointed quarter master 
general : 

That John Cox and Charles Pettit, Esqrs. be appointed 
assistant quarter masters general : 

That the forage masters, w^gon masters, and other 
oflicers in the department, be in the appointment of the 
quarter master general, who is to be responsible for their 
conduct. 

Besolvedy That Major General Greene retain his rank of 
major general in the army. 

'Two letters of thia dkta irom Baigoyne are in the Papert of Ag Cbniintnlat Omttnm, 
Ka 67, foliofl 177 and 207. 
*Tl>ii letter bin the Aip«r((/lA«Cbn(in«n<<iJa»vrMi, No. SS, folio 197. 
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Besolved^ That Major Oeneral Mifflin, late quarter mas- 
ter general, be directed to make out immediately and 
transmit to Congress and to Major General Greene, quar- 
ter master general, a state of the preparations for the 
next campaign in the quarter master general's depart- 
ment, specifying what articles are in readiness, where 
deposited, where engaged and in what quantities; and 
that he deliver or cause the same to be delivered to Major 
General Greene, Q. M. G., or his order. 

Whereas, Dr. Parke and [ ] Morton, both of the 
city of Philadelphia, the former son-in-law and the latter 
step-son of James Pemberton, have presumed to under- 
take a journey from Philadelphia to Winchester, without 
calling at head quarters, or obtaining permission from 
any lawful authority : 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to cause 
the said Parke and Morton to be apprehended and con- 
fined in prison till farther orders. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of William Mountjoy, pay master to the 3d Vir- 
ginia regiment, for 6,500 dollars, in dischai^ of the order 
of William Palfrey, EsqT pay master general, on the 
President of Congress, in favour of the said Moimtjoy, 
for that sum, dated camp, 23 February; the said pay 
master general to be accountable.^ 

In consequence of an adjustment by the commissioners 
of claims, the assistant auditor general reports. 

That there is due to the Colonel Kermovan, for 1,308 
rations, the sum of 102 54/90 dollars:' 

Ordered, That the said account be paid. 

'Thb report la in the Papen tffHu Qmtwental Om^rcM, No. 136, II, folio 117. 
* Thia report is in the Aqm^o/'A* OotiiiMiUai Otmffrmi, No. 136,11, (oUollS. 
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Resolved, That Major General Gates be requested to 
lodge among the papers of Congress, in the Becretary's 
office, the original letter of General Bui^yne to hiioi, 
dated "Public house, at Cambridge, November 14, 1777." 

The Board of War, to whom the petition and remon- 
strance from the justices and field officers of the county 
of Northampton, in Yirginia, in behalf of themselves and 
the inhabitants of the said county, was referred, report, 

"That the circumstances attending the counties of 
Accomac and Northampton, in the State of Vii^nia, are 
such as to render them peculiarly subject to the depreda- 
tions of the enemy, and that there being also therein a 
large quantity of continental property, imported from 
foreign parts, and no guards regularly established for the 
protection thereof until removal, it is expedient, that the 
men raised by draft or otherwise, in the said counties, as 
part of the Virginia quota of troops, be ordered to remain 
in the said counties, subject to the order of Governor 
Henry and the council of Tii^nia, who are requested to 
embody them under proper officers who will attend to 
their government and discipline, and employ them in pro- 
tecting the property of the United States, or in other 
military services imtU the farther order of Congress or 
the Board of War; and that the memorial of sundry in- 
habitants of the said counties, on the subject of these 
drafts, be sent to Governor Henry, to be laid before the 
assembly of that State for their consideration, and that 
they be requested to take measures for the safeguard and 
protection of the said counties in case the said drafts 
shall be ordered to join the army." ' 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the foregoing report. 

The committee to whom were referred the letters from 

> Tfaii report, dated Febroarjr 28, snd in the wrWng o( Bidurd Petan, ii in the 
Fopen o/Ott Continental Omfnu, No. 147, I. foUo 537. 
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(General Heath, brought in a report, which was read; 
Whereupon, 

Besolvedf That the president write to General Heath, 
and inform him that it was by no means the intention of 
Congress that General Bui^oyne should be prevented 
from conununioating to Lord Howe, or the commanding 
officer of the British ships in the harbour of Newport, 
the intelligence of the act of Congress detaining the troops 
of the convention of Saratoga, until it shall be ratified by 
the court of Great Britain : 

That General Heath be directed to permit Lieutenant 
Colonel Anstruther, of the 62 British regiment, aad Ijo ip d 
Wftpi e g y lioutonont of the 8 1 fo g imon t to go on his parole 
to lUiode Island, in order to negotiate an exchange for 
himself ; provided, that if Colonel Ethan Allen shall not 
have been exchanged for Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, 
no exchange but Colonel Ethan Allen shall be accepted 
for Colonel Anstruther.^ 

Whereas, it is essential to the operations of the army 
during the next campaign, that the most vigorous measures 
should forthwith be adopted for forming a body of horse, 
upon such principles as are mc^t likely to advance the 
public interest and the honor of the officers and men who 
compose the same ; and whereas, in tim&B of public danger, 
when the lives, liberties, and property of a free people are 
threatened by a foreign and barbarous enemy, it is the 
duty of those, who enjoy in a peculiar degree the gifts of 
fortune, and of a cultivated understanding, to stand forth 
in a disinterested manner in defence of their country, and 
by a laudable example to rouse and animate their country- 
men to deeds worthy of their brave ancestors, and of the 
sacred cause of freedom : 

t Thia report, in th« writdog of Oliver Wolcott, ia in the Papen of the Om^atenbA 
Oaitgra^, No. 19, Ul, loUo 113. 
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Resolved^ That it be e^nestly recommended to the 
young gentlemen of property and spirit, in the states of 
New Hampshire^ Massachusetts Bay, Bhode Island, Con- 
necticut, New York, New Jersey, Pensylvania, Dela- 
ware, Maryland, Virginia and North Carolina, forthwith 
to constitute, within their respective states, a troop or 
troops of Ught cavalry, to serve at their own ezpence 
(except in the article of provisions for themselves and 
forage for their horses,) until the 31 December next: 

That each troop, so to be raised, consist of not less than 
twenty, nor more than 60 rank and file ; that they have a 
right to choose their own officers, who shall receive con- 
tinental commissions; and that they rendezvous at the 
main army on the first day of May next, or at an earlier 
period if possible : 

That, in order to excite a proper spirit of emulation in 
these troops, and to give them an opportunity of appro- 
priating l^t fame which their respective merits may 
entitle them to, during the campaign, each troop shall 
bear the name of tiie State in which it is raised : 

That these troops, when raised, shall not serve as 
expresses, except in time of action, nor as escorts to the 
persons of any general, except that of the commander of 
the army with whom they serve, unless with their own 
choice : 

That Whenever uty Yacancies shall happen in any of the Battalions 
tA Horse rais'd on the Continental ELstablishment which cannot be 
supplied by the Comnmaioned Officers of su^ Battalion, where the 
Vacancy shall happen, the same shall be supplied from one of the 
Troops above mentioned by such Person, as shall be nominated by 
the Troop, to whom the Offer of such vacancy shall be ^ven; and to 
prevent aDX Susincion of Partiality in this Respect, the Offer of 
[the first] Vacaot Commission shall be given to the Troops which 
shall first arrive at the Place of BeDdezroiu. of the second to tiie next 
and so Pn^preesirely. 
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Setolved, That it be recommended to the Goremmeot of the respec- 
tive States to Countenance and Encourage this Design That ereiy 
horse vhich shall be killed and every horse and accoutrements vhidi 
shall be taken by the Enemy in action shall be paid for by the United 
States, the value to be ascertained under the direction of the Com- 
mander in chief, and that all booty taken from the Enemy shall belong 
to the troop by whom it shall be taken in equal share and divided 
and that the Board of War transmit to them forthwith Copies of the 
foregoing fiesolutions, bother with a descriptive List of the Accou- 
trements necessary for Man, and Horse. 

That every home which shall be killed, and every horse 
and all arms and accoutrements, which shall be taken by 
the enemy in action, shall be paid for by the United 
States ; the value to be ascertained under the direction of 
the Commander in Chief ; and all booty taken from the 
enemy shall belong to the troop by whom it shall be 
taken. 

The Proposer of this Plan can assure Congress from his own Knowl- 
edge that the State of Pensilvania, and one or two other States will 
immediately adopt it and from the Spirit of Emulation, which the 
different States have always shewn in Matters that tended to bring 
their Public Spirit to a Test, there is no Room to doubt but it will 
meet with general Success. 

Febt aom, 17T7. [1778!] 

P. S. Should Congress adopt this Plan the sooner it is published 
in the lepers the better, as Numbers of Yoong Men of Spirit will 
immediately set about Equipping themselves in the different States.' 

Resolvedy That it be recommended to the governments 
of the respective states to countenance and encourage 
this design ; and that the Board of War transmit to them 
forthwith, copies of the foregoing resolutions, together 
with a descriptive list of the accoutrements necessary for 
man and horse. 

■ This report, in the vrilii^ of WilBam Doer, ia in the Paptn of Uie OmMruftfoJ 
Omgrm, No. 60, folio 863. On folio 366, in the nine writing, Is ui eany on "An 
expeditioDi and cheap mode for fonning a body of l^t cavalry for the lervice of 
the next campaign." 
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The committee to whom the letter from Lientenant 
General Bui^OTne to t^e president of Congress, dated the 
11 February, with the papers enclosed, was referred, 
report, 

"That they have carefnlly perused and dnly consid- 
ered the letter and papers, and are of opinion that nothing 
therein contained, is sufficient to induce Congress to 
recede from their resolves of the 8th day of January last, 
respecting the convention of Saratoga:" Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

Thab fe hoy have ta hen i n t o p > rtaeui>F C o B s kl e wrtioD the now Propo 
a ition that t heOffie e w of-tbe AnnyundoHj te B e wl Snr ge jm B bonl4 
join theifSij jiBat utel i o hin forofuithegPl e ^ef Bmhtiwdj wi l hwnt 
o a llini f the Ho B o r of th e o a id Qoeo ia l o p hk Offi c M B ia fta e ola e B) j t mr 
rn m rniti t irn n r r n f Op intnn t ha t t hr pmin n t fi itn ia ti o i i o f Himnn l f Mi l l 
Mb Offiooro opofateo oo otFOBgly -aga ii i Dt a Beliatw e a p on tho Propooi 
tion made, that CongFo ee ■ e a nnot oafely do ee- with it| e e pe c iallyeoB" 
g idowng the Light in whi e h the - Conrt of Q wa t Brit a in a ff e ot a teyicw 
the good Peopl e of tho Unit e d B t a tW 'g f ■ Aa erie a. ' 

Tho eommittoo to whom tho l e tter e from fte no f ol Hoo ti a 
woro rofe i ffod; brough t 4n a r e p w t -; Whewiiq peBy 

Booolvod, - S% a t tho i ff ooidont wri t e to G e B ei nl He at h) 
and info f m hiift that it wag by no moimo th e- in t ention o f 
CongroBO that Gk a noral Bnr g oyae s honld be provontod from 
oomm t mientiB g to Lord Howo or tho commanding offioor 
of tho Britiah ahip a i» th e hnrbour of Newport tho intol 



The committee to whom were referred the letters and 
papers from the Board of War, respecting the northern 
department, brought in a report, which was taken into 
consideration, and thereupon Congress came to the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Whereas it appears from authentic accounts that diffi- 

' This report, in the writing of Junee Lorell, ii In the Papen c^ 
OwvTMi, No. 19, 1, foUo 447. 
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cttlties attend the prosecution of the irruption ordered to 
be made into Canada under the conduct of the Marquis 
de la Fayette, which render the attempt not only hazardous 
in a high degree but extremely imprudent; 

Sesolved, That the Board of War instruct the Marquis 
de la Fayette to suspend for the present the intended 
irruption, and at the same time, inform him that Con- 
gress entertain a high sense of his prudence, activity and 
zeal, and that they are fully persuaded nothing has, or 
would hare been wanting on his part, or on the part of - 
tiie officers who accompanied him, to give the expedition 
the utmost possible effect. 

Orderedy That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Mr. Joseph Nourse, pay master of the Board of War 
and Ordnance, for 500,000 dollars, to be by him trans- 
mitted to Jonathan Trumbull, Jun. depu^ pay master 
general, for the use of his department, he to be account- 
able. 

Ordered^ That the letters and papers aforesaid Hrespect- 
ing the northern department,]] be referred back to the 
Board of War, who are directed to order such disposition 
of the troops in the northern department as they judge 
most effectual to secure the important passes on Hudson's 
river, and the posts and countries to the northward. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 1778 

Resolved, That a member from Connecticut be added to 
the Marine Committee : 

The member chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Huntington. 

A letter from H. Harris to William Buchanan, respect- 
ing salt, was lllaid before Congress, and|| read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

' ThiB letter is in the Paper* o/the Oantmtnlal Oongreu, No. 78, XI, folio 286. 
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The committee to whom was referred the letter, No. 2, 
from Lieutenant General Burgoyne, February 11th, with 
a paper enclosed, brought in a report, which was taken 
into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Lieutenant General Bui^oyne, on ac- 
count of his ill state of health, have leave to embark for 
England by Bhode Island, or any more expeditious route, 
with the officers of his family and his servants; that 
General Heath furnish the necessary passports, accepting 
a parole from Lieutenant General Burgoyne, Lieutenant 
Colonel Kingston, and Dr. Wood, "that should the 
embarkation of the troops of the convention of Saratoga 
be by any means prolonged beyond the time apprehended, 
those officers will return to America, upon demand and 
due notice given, and will re-deliver themselves into the 
power of Congress, unless regularly exchanged." 

Resolved, That Captain Willoe, of the 8th regiment, be 
furnished with a passport to return to Canada, by way of 
Halifax, in Nova Scotia, under the restriction of the 
parole given by the Canadian troops in the convention of 
Saratoga, till he shall be regularly exchanged. 

Resolved, That it is not expedient to grant the passporra 
requested by General Bm^oyne, for Captain Vigors, of 
the 29 regiment, Lieutenant Wheat of the 20th, or Lieu- 
tenant Bibby, of the 24th. 

The committee also report, upon the letter which was 
referred to them from Lieutenant Wilford, aid-de-camp 
to General Burgoyne, That Lieutenant Wilford be per- 
mitted to deliver to the Board of War duplicates of the 
papers by him presented to Congress, and that the Board 
be directed to forward them to General Washington, to 
be transmitted by a flag to General Howe, without delay, 
but that Lieutenant Wilford be not permitted personally 
to convey the duplicates either to General Washington or 
General Howe : 
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Mesolved, That Congress agree to the reports of the 
committee. 

Mr. [John] Harrie laid before Congress an extract of 
a letter from one of the committee at camp, relative to 
the purchase of provisions for the army : 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Eliphalet] Dyer, Mr. 
J[onathan] B[ayard] Smith, Mr. [Thomas] M'Eean, 
Mr. [Abraham] Clark, and Mr. [John] Harvie. 

Sesolved, That General Heath be directed to acquaint 
Lord Napier, and any other officer who may apply for 
liberty to go within the enemy's posts, to negociate a 
personal exchange, that Congress do not think it expe- 
dient to continue to grant passports for that purpose, as 
such exchanges may be effected in the customary way. 

Adjourned to ||10 o'Clockll to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 1778 

The commissioners of claims report, 

That there is due to Moses Young, for his services as 
clerk in the secretary's office, from the 21 July, 1777, to 
the 28 August following, the sum of 52 dollars:* 

Ordered, That the said account be paid. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report ; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in 
favour of Joseph Nourse, pay master to the Board of War 
and Ordnuice, for one hundred thousand dollars, to be 
by him transmitted to Hugh Hughes, deputy quarter 
master general at Peeks Kill, for the use of the quarter 
master general's department ; Major General Mifflin, late 
Q. M. Gr., to be accountable: 

> Thu report ia in the Paper* q^ (Ac Oontinaibd Oongrttt, No. 136, II, folio 119. 
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Ordered^ That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favotir of the honble John Harvie, for 70 17/90 dollars, 
being the amount of his expences as one of the conunitee 
from Congress to head quarters. 

Ordered^ That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
faTour of the honble John Harvie for 1,800 dollars 
advanced upon his application; for which the State of 
Virginia is to be accountable.' 

A letter, of the 10 February, from Jeremiah Wadsworth 
to General Mifflin, also a letter of the 21 February, from 
H. Hughes to A. Butler, were laid before Congress, and 
read: 

Ordered^ That they be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter of 
the 20 February, from the committee at cunp, having 
made a report thereon. Congress took the same into con- 
sideration; Whereupon, 

Wak Offiot, March **, 1778. 

Preseot: M. Geo' Gates, M' Peten, Col^ Pickering 

Agreed to report to Congress: 

The Board hare considered the representation of the Honbl* Com- 
mittee of Congress at Camp, respecting the employing 400 Indians 
with the gland army. Altho' the Board would have doubted the 
expediency of the measore, from the great difficulty and expense 
which will attend the raising them, and still greater in employing them 
to advantage, and satittfjang their demands, Yet seeing those (Gentle- 
men have f oUr discnssed the matter with Qenersl Washington, and 
upon the matareat delibeiation recommend it: Aa Gen' Washington 
too, who is perfectly aoquunted with the manners of the Indiana, and 
the embarrassments they create in an army, yet judgea these will be 
outweighed by their serrices, and appears vety desirous that the 
measure should be sdopted by Congress, the Board cannot but cononr 
therein.* 

> This report lain the PBpcrf (if (Ae Conainental Conffrtu, No. 136, 11, folio 121. 
*TbiMnpoTtiaiati>B PaptTKifOu OorOmaOal Oonj/rtMi, TSo. S3, folio 203. 
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Resolvedy That Qeneral Washington be empowered, if 
he thinks it prudent and proper, to employ in the service 
of the United States a body of Indians, not exceeding 
400; and that it be left to him to pursue such measures 
as he judges best for procurii^ them, and to employ 
them, when procured, in such way as will annoy the 
enemy without suffering them to injure those who are 
friends to the cause of America. 

The Board of War to whom was referred the letters 
and papers relative to the defence of the posts on Hud- 
son's river, and the obstructions and works to be made 
and erected under the direction of Gk»vemor Clinton, 
having made a report thereon, the same was read; 
Whereupon, 

Mesolved, That the regulation of the wages of artificers 
not inlisted into the continental service, be left to Gov- 
ernor Clinton's discretion : 

That the eight iron field-cannon mounted, and the 
twenty-three not mounted, with the sixty-six pieces of 
different calibres, brought and bringing from Ticonder- 
oga, be subject to the orders of Governor Clinton, for 
the defence of the passes of Hudson's river: 

That the governor be assisted by the artificers in 
Albany or elsewhere on that river, in stocking the guns, 
and that he have authority to purchase all other neces- 
sary cannon for the defence of the passes on the said 
river, wherever the same can be procured. 

Resolved, That the cloathier general be directed to send 
an assistant cloathier to be stationed with the continental 
army on the North river, to superintend the procuring 
and distribution of cloathing, and, in the mean time, 
that the commanding officer take such order as to the 
cloathing the troops and artificers as ex^ncies require: 

That the issuing commissary of the army stationed on 
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or in the vicinity of Hudson's river, for the defence 
thereof, have authority, with the concturence of the 
commanding officer, to draw for supplies of provisions 
on the purchasing commissaries in the eastern or north- 
em department, as exigencies and the position of the 
troops may, from time to time, require, taking especial 
care not to interfere with any supplies coming forward 
to, or intended for the grand army. 

Besolved, That the other parts of the report be referred 
back to the Board of War, that they may give such orders 
thereon as they judge necessary and proper respecting the 
plans of the forts and batteries, and other matters inci- 
dental thereto ; and also give such directions to Colonel 
Badi^re as the good of the service requires, agreeable to 
the rules established in the army. 

The Board of War having sent a letter from A. Butler 
at Beading, directed to them, which was read, 

Adjourned to 10 o'Glock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 1778 

Besolved, That the continental agents in North Carolina 
and South Carolina be respectively directed, on the appli- 
cation of Colonel Kermovan, to allow bim a free passage 
to France, in any continental vessel that may offer from 
either of the ports.' 

A letter, of the 4th, from the Board of War, with a 
letter of the 27 from Governor Johnson, of Maryland, was 
read:' 

Ord^ed, That it be referred to a committee of three : 
lithe members chosen, || Mr. [James] Forbes, Mr. [John] 
Harvie, and Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. 

' A letter from KermoTui, d«ted Much 11, in coDMquenoe of thia rwolve, it in Uw 
Papen of the Oantitietaal Qmffrat, No. 41, V, folio 6. 

■ Tho letter of the Board of War !■ in the Aipm of tkt Oontmmlai Ootiffitm, No. 
147,1, folio H6. 
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The Committee on the Treasury, to whom llwasreferredll 
a letter of the 25 February, from the Board of War and 
Ordnance, relative to the allowance of clerks for the said 
office, report, " that considering the unavoidable expences 
of the officers attending Congress, and that capable and 
confidential persons should be obtained for the purpose, 
they are of opinion, 

"That seventy-five dollars a month be allowed to the 
clerks in the secretary's office; the same to the first clerks 
in the offices of the Board of Treasury, of War and Ord- 
nance, and the Marine Board; and that sixty-five dollars 
a month be allowed to second clerks in the SMd offices : 

"That Belcher P. Smith and John Thaxter, clerks in 
the secretary's office, receive the pay of seventy-five dol- 
lars from the 6th of February last:'" 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That two millions of dollars be emitted under 
the direction of the Treasury Board, and on the faith of 
the United States : 

That the biUs shall, excepting the numbers, be of the 
same tenor and date as the emission directed on 16 Feb- 
ruary last, be numbered from the last number of each 
respective denomination of that emission progressively, 
and consist of the following denominations, viz. 

80,768 of the desomination of 8 dollars each, 93, 804 
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3,000,000 
*ThlB raport u la tha Ftftn of Ou OmIiMidal Om^reM, "So. 138, 11, folio 128. 
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That all powers and duties of Michael Hillegas, Esq' 
and of the inspectors of the press, signers, and printers 
of the emission directed on the tenth of May last, shall 
extend to the said two millions now to he emitted, subject, 
howeTer, to such directions and instructions as the Board 
of Treasury may judge expedient.* 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Joseph Nourse, pay master to the Board of War and 
Ordnance, for fifty thousand dollars, to be transmitted by 
him to Hugh Hughes, deputy quarter master general at 
Fish Kill, for the use of the quarter master general's 
department; Major General Mifflin, late quarter master 
general, to be accountable : 

Sesolvad, That a. warraot issue on Derick Ten Broek, E^., Com- 
missioner of the Continental Loan Office for the State of Mew fork, in 
fovor of Hugh Hughes, Deputy Quarter Master General at Fiah Kill, 
for one hundred thousand Dollars for t^e use of the quarter master 
general's Department, Major General Miffiin, late quarter master gen- 
eral, to be accountable.* 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of William Palfrey, pay master general, for one hun- 
dred and forty-nine thousand five hundred and one and 
thirty -ninetieths dollars, for the use of his department; 
and for which he is to be accountable : 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of the delegates of South Carolina, for twenty thousand 
two hundred and forty-six dollars, advanced upon the 
application of the honble Henry Laurens, to discharge 
two bills drawn by his excellency John Eutledge, presi- 
dent of South Carolina; the said State to be accouotable: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on John Lawrence, com- 
missioner of the continental loan office, State of Con- 
necticut, for seventy-five thousand doUajs, in favour of 

'TIusnporti■mthei^qMr(Q^lA« QuUintHtal Oangrat, No. 136, 11, foUo 18S. 
*Tbu paragnph in the mmniucript )■ chMk«d m having pMaed, but it wm not 
«nt«red byTbomaon in the Jomiikla. 
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Jeremiah Wadsworth, deputy quarter master general, for 
the use of the quarter master general's department; Major 
General MifBin, late quarts master general, to be account- 
able:* 

FOTTB o'clock, p. M. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report ; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of the delegates of the State of Maryland, for ten thou- 
sand dollars, to be transmitted to his ezcellenoy the gov- 
ernor and executive council of the said State, for tiie 
purpose of paying the bounty of troops to be raised in 
that State for continental service, and for paying the 
premiimis for taking up deserters from the army; the 
said governor and council to be accountable." 

The committee to whom were referred sundry letters 
received by the Committee of Commerce, brought in a 
report, which was read : 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed 
till Monday next. 

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be instructed and 
directed, to revise the commission and instructions here- 
tofore ordered to be given to the commanders of privateers 
and letters of marque and reprisal, and the resolutions 
heretofore passed, relative to captures by sea, and report 
such a form of a commission, and such instructions, as 
they judge proper and suitable to our present circum- 



A letter, of 27 February, from General Washington, 
with an extract of a letter from General Putnam at West 
Point, February 13, were read.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

I This report iaiu the i^9(r»o/fA< Cbntinmfal OmprcM, No. 136, II, folio lUk. 
■ Thu report is in the Paptrt of the Qmlmtnbit Oonfrai, Ho. 136, II, folio 189. 
■The letter of Wuhington is in the Fl^en of ih* Cbntmental Oangnu, No. ISS, V, 
folio 811. 
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FRIDAY. MARCH 6, 1778 

Ordered, That so much of General Washington's letter 
of 27 February, as relates to the court martial on the 
officers in the northern department, be referred to a 
committee of four : 

The members chraen, Mr. [William] Ellery, Mr. James 
Smith, Mr. [Eliphalet] Dyer and Mr. [James] Lovell: 

Ordered, That such parts of the letter as relate to the 
13 Virginia regiment, and the ordering Colonel Harrison's 
regiment of artillery to camp, be referred to the Board 
of War. 

A letter, of the 3d, from James Wilkinson, was read,' 
wherein he mentions his being informed that the mark of 
distinction conferred on bim by Congress has occasioned 
a dissatisfaction in the army ; and expresses himself as 
follows: "To obviate any embarrassment which may 
result from this disposition, by the consequent resigna- 
tion of officers of merit, I beg leave to relinquish my 
brevet (of brigadier,) as I wish to hold no commission 
unless I can wear it to the honour and advantage of my 
country. This conduct, however repugnant to fashiona- 
ble ambition, I find consistent with those principles on 
which I early drew my sword in the present contest:" 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That his resignation be accepted. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Colonel William Buchanan, commissary general of 
purchases, for 26,000 dollars, for the use of his depart- 
ment; he to be accountable.^ 

> This letter b In the Paperi <^lhe CotdiruMlal Omgra*, No. 78, XXIII, folio 460. 
'This report is in the Papen ofihe OorOwnUd Congrem, Na 138, II, folio 133. 
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In consequence of an adjustment by the commissioners 
of claims, the auditor general reports, 

That there is due to Mr. Thomas Paine, for his services 
as secretary to the Committee of Foreign Affairs, from 
the 17 April, 1777, to the 17 February 1778, is 10 months, 
at 70 dollars per month, 700 dollars:' 

Ordered, That the said account be paid. 

A letter, of the 2, from the committee of Congress at 
camp, was read :^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

FouB o'clock p. m. 

A letter, of the 1, from the committee of Congress at 
camp, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A memorial from Thomas Learning, of Cape May, New 
Jersey, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of the 3, from the committee of Congress at 
camp, enclosing a plan for the establishment of a corps 
of engineers. One, of the 19 February, from General 
Heath, at Boston, j[were read.'H 

A memorial from Robert Morris, in behalf of the own- 
ers of the privateer Phcenix, relative to a Portuguese 
vessel captured by the said privateer, was read :' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five : 

The members chosen, Hr. [James] Lovell, Mr. [Abra- 
ham] Clark, Mr. [William] Ellery, Mr. [Samuel] Hun- 
tii^;ton and Mr. [James] Forbes. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

^liiinwfoit la iaiiiaPapen of the CoiUmmbacemtrm, No. 136, n, folio 131. 
■This letter is in the Paper§ of the Cmlinmtol Omgrtit, No. 33, folio 201. 
*Thl8 letter ia in the P(^i of the QmUneiaal Otmgrett, No. 33, folio 221. 
*The letter from the oommittee ftt camp Ib in the Papen of the OMtiDentai Oon^rtm, 
No. 33, folio 229. 
•This memorial is in the Paptrt of the Qmtinenial OongriM, Na 44, folio W. 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 7. 1778 

A letter, of the 10 January last, from Colonel William 
Cook, of the 12 Pensylvania regiment, was read, praying 
for leave to resign his commission : 

Resolved y That his resignation be accepted. 

The Board of War laid before Congress the following 
instructions to Colonel Nathaniel Gist: 

Maboh 6, 1778. 

Sm; You, being designated by his excellency General Washington, 
to go with a talk to the Indian nations, on the borders of Virginia and 
the Carolinas, with a view to secure them in the interest of these 
states, are hereby authorized and empowered to proceed therewith, 
and to eng^e in the service of these states, for the next campaign, 
any number of Indians, not exceeding two hundred, also fifty of the 
inhabitants of the countries bordering on the Indian settlements, to 
serve with them, under officers whom they shall choose with your 
approbation; selecting for this service, as fur as possible, such men as 
understand the Indian languages; but besides these, you are to engage 
so many interpretera as you shall judge necessary, not exceeding one 
to every fifty Indians; these interpreters should be men proper to go 
with the Indians upon any military services in which Uiey shall be 
employed; and engm^ed on the best terms in your power, to serve as 
long as the Indians remain in service. As an encoun^;ement to the 
inhabitants to inlist, and to enable them to equip themselves for the 
campaign, you are to give each non-commissioned officer and soldier, 
a bounty of twenty dollars: they are to be inlisted to serve six months 
after their arrival in camp; and during their time of service, which 
is to commence five days before they march from home, the officers 
and soldiers shall receive the same pay and rations as officers of the 
like ranks and soldiers in the continentol army. And you are author- 
ized to engage to the Indians, who shall enter into the service of these 
states, a proper supply of provisions, and such allowances, in goods 
and necessaries, as shall be in the power of the states to furnish, and 
their bravery and services shall merit 

To enable you to conduct this business with more despatch and 
advantage, and in order to supply the Indians and others whom you 
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shall engage, with provisions and other necessaries, yon are to get an 
assistant on the best terms yon can. That you may accomplish this 
business with the greater ease and certainty, the agents from the dif- 
ferent states, residing in the Indian countries for the ma,a»glng of 
Indian affairs, are desired and directed to give yon all possible 
assistance. 

In order to fulfil your promises to, and satisfy the reasonable 
expectations of the seventeen Indians employed last summer on the 
eastern shore of Maryland, yon are hereby empowered to purchase 
and deliver to each of them, such articles of doathing, Ac as you 
shall judge indispensably necessary. 

Yon will receive herewith five thousand dollars, for defraymg the 
expences which you shall necessarily incur in the prosecution of the 
business above oonmiiUed to yon. You are to keep an account of 
your expenditures of money, and as far as may be, get proper 
vouchers for the same. 

Besohed, That CongresB agree to the said instractions. 

The committee appointed to prepare a recommendation 
to the several states, for setting apart a day of fasting, 
humiliation, and prayer, brought in the same ; which was 
read and agreed to as follows : 

Whereas, Almighty God, in the righteous dispensatian of his provi- 
dence, hath permitted the continuation of a cruel and desolating war 
in our land; and it being at all times the duty of a people to Sf^owl- 
adge Qod in all his ways, and more especially to humble themselves 
before him when evident tokens of his displeasure are manifested; to 
acknowledge hitt righteous government; confess, and forsake their 
evil ways; and implore his mercy: 

Sesolvsd, That it be recommended to the United States of America 
to set apart Wednesday, the 33d day of April next, to be observed as 
a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer; that at one time, and with 
one voice, the inhabitants may acknowledge the righteous dispensa- 
tions of Divine Providence, and confess their iniquities and trans- 
gressions, for which the land moumeth; that they may implore the 
mercy and forgiveness of QoA; and beseech him that vice, prophane- 
ness, extortion, and every evil, may be done away; and that we may 
be a reformed and happy people; that they may unite in humble and 
earnest sapplication, that it may ^ease Almighty God, to guard and 
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defend as a^nst onr enemies, and give vi^or and sacoess to out 
military operations by sea and land; tliKt it may pleaae him to bless 
the civil rulers and people, strenji^en and perpetuate our union, and, 
in his own f^ood time, establish us in the peaceable enjoyment of our 
rights and liberties; that it may pleaae him to bless our schools and 
sraninariea of learning, and make them nurseries of true piety, virtue 
and useful knowledge; that it may please him to cause the earth to 
yield its increase, and to crown the year with his goodness. 

And it is recommended to the inhabitants of the United States to 
abetun, on that day, from labour and recreations. 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief, or commander 
of a department, shall have full power and authority to 
suspend or limit the power of granting furloughs or leave 
of absence, and to reserve it wholly to himself, or impart 
it to such officer or officers, under him, as he thinks fit, 
according as he shall judge the good of the service 
requires ; and that no officer, under colour or pretence of 
authority, to him granted, by the 2d article of the 4th 
section, or any other article, in the rules and articles of 
war, presume to grant any furlough, or leave of absence, 
contrary to the orders of the Commander in Chief, or com- 
mander of a department, on pain of being punished for 
disobedience. 

The Medical Committee report, "That they have care- 
fully examined and considered the several allegations and 
testimonies for, and against. Dr. William Bickman, dep- 
uty director general in the southern department; that, 
notwithstanding, it appears the North Carolina and Vir- 
ginia troops, inoculated by the said Dr. Bickman at 
Alexandria, suffered, in general, more in the course of 
the. disease than is usual, and that a number of them did 
die; yet, as the committee are convinced that it was 
impracticable for the director to obtain, in season, a 
variety of articles for their due accommodation in the 
hospitals, as many of them were badly cloathed, and all 
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had, immediately before the operation, undergone a long 
and fatiguing march at a season of the year when putrid 
diseases generally prevail most; as from a regular return 
it appears that most of those who were lost, died of a 
putrid fever; as the director really had not sufficient 
assistance, and lastly, as one of the assistants, of the 
name of Parker, who was employed from the necessily of 
the case, appears to have greatiy abused the confidence 
and trust reposed in bim by the director ; whence a great 
part of the evils complained of by the patients may have 
arisen ; the committee are of opinion, that Dr. Bickman 
ought to be acquitted of the charges exhibited against 
him; that the resolution of the 20th day of December 
last, for his suspension, be repealed, and that Dr. Rick- 
man be directed to repair immediately to his department, 
and resume the exercise of his duty there: '" Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the report of the 
committee. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of Dr. William Bickman, for one hundred and 
forty dollars, in dischai^e of Governor Caswell's draught 
on l^e treasurer, dated North Carolina, the 11 June last, 
in favour of Arell, Copper & Arell, for that sum, it being 
for the hire of horses, carriages, and other necessaries 
furnished to Colonel Derford and his party on their 
journey from that State to Philadelphia; the said Colonel 
Derf Old to be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of the 
president, Henry Laurens, Esq. for 2,147 60/ 90 dollars, 
being the balance of his account of money advanced to a 

> This report, in the writing of Nathan BTowmoi)(T), is In Uie Fapert of the Oon- 
Unenlal Qmgrm, No. 19, V, folio 349. 
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number of expresses, and a further stun of 2,000 dollars, 
advanced for the pay of expresses and other contingent 
expences ; for which sum he is to be accountable. 

The Board of Treasury report, that they have con- 
sidered the memorial of Thomas Learning referred to 
them, and are of opinion, that the said memorial be 
referred to his excellency the governor and supreme 
executive council of the State of New Jersey, and that 
they be requested to ascertain the quantity of salt taken 
by the assistant commissary of the United States, or lost 
in consequence of the seizure, and the sum that ought to 
be allowed for the same; and that Ephraim Blaine, Esq. 
deputy commissary general of purchases, be directed to 
pay Mr. Learning the amount of the said salt, upon his 
producing a certificate from the governor and council 
aforesaid, specifying the sum to be paid :' 

Sesolved^ That Congress agree to the report of the 
committee. 

The President laid before Congress sundiy bills of 
exchange, drawn by the late William Kennon, on 
J. Hancock, Esq. president of Congress, and moved that 
an order pass for the payment of the same : 

Resolved, That the consideration of this matter be 
postponed to Wednesday next, and that the Board of 
Treasury report thereon. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, MARCH g, 1778 

A letter, of the 3, from the council of Pensylvania, was 
read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

'nUi rapc»t is In the Pt^atn of Ae QmtinaUal Omgn-, Bo. 130, U, folio ISB. 
■lUi lettor ii in tlM FHpen qfOe Cbntmcnjai Oongrm, No. 60, 1, folio 477. 
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A letter, of the 20tli Febroaiy, from Brigadier Parsons, 
at West Point, with the proceedings of a court martial on 
the trial of Thomas Doyle, was read : 

Ordered^ That it be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Francis Lightfoot] Lee, Mr. 
[Abraham] Clark and Mr. James Smith. 

A letter of 4 February, from the Board of War, of 
Boston, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the eonuuittee on 
Governor Johnson's letter. 

A letter, of the 1, from Jonathan Trumbull, Jun. deputy 
pay master general, northern department, with an esti- 
mate of cash wanted for that department, waa read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasuiy. 

A letter, of 24 February, from Colonel W. Aylett, and 
one, of the 28 February, from Colonel Champion, both 
directed to W. Buchanan, Esq. commissary general of 
purchases, were laid before Congress, and read : 

Ordered, That the letter from Colonel Aylett be re- 
ferred to the Board of Treasury; and the letter from 
Colonel Champion be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott, Mr. James 
Smith and Mr. [John] Harvie. 

A letter, [from] John Lawrance, Esq. judge advocate 
general, to James Duane, Esq., dated camp at White 
Marsh, 18 November, 1777, was laid before Congress, and 
read:» 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of this date, from Paul Turquand, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasuiy. 

*IUs letter u in the Paptn of (he OoidmmUd Oonffn**, No. 147, 1, folio WL 
*Ihl« letter li in the A^mm ^ Ihe OtmSnenUd Gmgrm, No. 78, XIT, foUo SSL 
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FouB o'clock, p. m. 

The Committee on the Treasury hrought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of Joseph Nourse, pay master to the Board of 
War and Ordnance, for 30,603 dollars, to be by him 
transmitted to his excellency the governor and council 
of the State of Virginia, to reimburse them that sum 
advanced to Alexander Rose, Esq. agreeable to the 
request of the Board of Treasury, by letter of the 
24 January last; the said governor and council to 
be accountable: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of Lieutenant Thomas Hunt, for 4,423 3/90 dol- 
lars, it being in discharge of WUliun Palfrey, pay mas- 
ter general, his draft dated camp, the 4 instant, on the 
President of Congress, for the said sum, in favour of 
Captain Peter Dolliver, for the use of Colonel Jackson's 
regiment ; the pay master general to be accountable : 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of Ananias Hudson, for 625 dollars, in discharge 
of John Ashe's three drafts on the treasurer, dated North 
Carolina, the 10 May last; one in favour of Captain 
Benjamin Stedman for 250 dollars, one in favour of 
Ensign John Williams, for 250 dollars, and the other in 
favour of Jahleel Smith, for 125 dollars; the State of 
North Carolina to foe accountable.* 

The commissioners of claims report. 

That there is due to John Benezet, Esq. thirteen hun- 
dred and fifty six dollars, for his salary as a commissioner 
of accounts to the 8 instant, included ;" 

Ordered, That the said account be paid. 

^Thla report is in the Paptn of the OontintnUd Omgrtit, No. 136, II, folio 139. 
*Thla report is in the Paper* of At Omtmmfol Cbn^rcM, No. 138, II, folio 137. 
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A letter, of the 2, from Matthew Irwin, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of the 2, from Captain W. Nichols, was read, 
praying for leave to resign his commission. One of the 
9th, from Colonel Hartley, respecting the filling up hk 
regiment. A letter from Dr. A[mmi] R [uhamah] Cut- 
ter to Mr. [George] Frost, praying for leave to resign, 
were read:* 

Ordered, That Dr. Cutter have leave to resign; that 
the letter from Captain Nichols be referred to the Board 
of War; and the other Hfrom Colonel Hartley || to the dele- 
gates of Pensylvnia. 

Resolved, Th&i t^e Committee on Foreign Affairs be 
directed to make a reasonable allowance to the Baron de 
Holtzendorf for his expences to France. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter from 
Colonel Champion, brought in a report, which was read: 

That it be KecommeDded to the Legislature of the State of Connect' 
icut to suspend the Operation of their Act of Govenunent Begulating 
the Price of Live Beef, untill the 15* Day of June next, or Eepeal 
the same, as thej shall judge most expedient As Congress are 
infonned by a Letter from Col" Champion, Purchasing Commissary of 
live Beef in that State, that by the Operation of said Act he is greatly 
impeded in procuring proper Supplies of that necessary Article for 
the Army.* 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on the system of the commissary, and after 
pr<^;ress made therein, 

The Com'tee appointed to take into Consideration a letter from 
Govern. Morris, Esq. one of the Com'tee of this Congress now at head 

' The letter of Nichols is in the Paper* of Oie ContirtaOiU Congm*, No. 78, XVIL 
folio 87 ; that of HorUe^ is in No. 78, XI, foUo 289. 

■This report, in the writii^ of Oliver Woloott, ia in the Paper* of Iht Coniinental 
Qmffrei*, No. 19, 1, folio 666. The aabstltute pangraph ia printed nnder March 11, 
potL 
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Qoarten representing the snppltes Necesaery to be Prorided for [the] 
army of the United States, Beg leare to Report it as our Opinion^ 
that the Commisaary General of Purchases be directed to send hia 
Orders to tlie several Deputy Commissaries of Purchases in their 
respectire Districts, to Ck>ntract for and secure from time to time, in 
the most Conrenient season and places for that purpose, and in the 
moat prudent and effectual manner possible, viz: Ten thousand barrels 
of Fi^, well pickled and saved for Use, and as many of them shad as 
can be procnied; also Ten thousand Quintals of well cured and dried 
cod fish; Twenty thousand barrels of good pork, well salted and saved 
in the middle and Southern States, including Nortli Carolina; and 
Seven thousand barrels in tbe Eastern States, the same to be put up 
in 4 lb. pieces, sixty of such pieces in a barrel as near as may be; 
also to Contract for and secure as soon as may be thirty thousand 
bushels of Peas in the middle and Southern States, and 30 thonssjid 
bushels more in tlie County of Albany and Tryon in the State of New 
York; 3 tiiousand bushels of Onions at Weathersfield in Connecticut; 
Also to contract for, secure and provide at least 10,000 beef Cattle in 
Maryland, Virginia and North Carolina, which are to be forwarded 
from time to time between this and next October, ezclusiTe of such as 
may be purchased between the State of Maryland and Hudson's Biver; 
and 7,000 in like manner from the Eastern States to be forwarded to 
the Army in Pennsylvania between this and next fall; besides what 
they are to provide for the army East of Hudson's Biver. And the 
several Deputy CiHmnissaries General of purchases to make report 
from time to time to the Commissary General and by him transmitted 
to the Board of War of their proceeding and success in their pur- 
chases, and the prospect for future supplies; and that orders be 
given to the Commissary General and the Deputy Commissary Generals 
of Issues in their several districts to take the most effectual care to 
preserve the barrels in which provisions are salted, and the brine and 
salt contained therein, and employ proper persons to clarify the brine 
by boiling the same, and to render as much thereof fit for use in the 
army as possible.* 

That tiie letter of Gouveroeur Morris, Esq and Beport of the 
Com'tee thereon be referred to the Board of War, who are author- 

"This report, In the writing of Eliphalet Dyer, is In the Aiper* of the OontinaUal 
OonffMM, No. 21, 1, folio 196. It b endoraed: "Bead and part debated, and poat- 
poned, 9 March. Debated 11, poetpoaed." 
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ized to carry the same or such part thereof as they may approve into 
£ffect, and that they employ in thu Business officers of the Commis- 
sary's Department, or other persons ae to them may appear most 
expedient* 

Hesohied, That the Board of War be directed to give the necessary 
orders for purchasing tea thoossod head of beef cattJe in the States of 
Maryland, Vii^nia and North Carolina, to be forwarded from time to 
time to the Army under General Waahington between this and the 
Month of October next.' 

That the Board of War be directed inomediately to employ proper 
persons to purchase all the salted pork and beef Cattle, that can be 
procured in the States of Maryland and Virginia, on the Eastern 
Shores of Chesapeake Bay, giving proper instructions to such pur- 
chasers, after preparing and laying the same before Congress for their 
approbation. * 

Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered to Employ proper 
persons to purchase in the States of Maryland, Virginia and North 
Carolina, Nine Thousand head of Beef Cattle for the Use of the army.' 

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed till to morrow morning. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 



TUESDAY, MARCH lo, 1778 

A letter, of this day, from John Benezet, was read, 
praying for leave to resign his appointment as one of the 
commissioners of the board of claims : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

> This un^idiDent, in the writing of Elbridge Gerrr, is in the Popert of the Cbntf- 
fimtal Oongreu, on folio 199. 

' This amendment, in the writing of John Hwie, is in the Pi9>er«o/tA« Cbnlmental 
Qmgrat, on folio 199). 

' Thia amendment, in the writing of Abraham Clark, is in the Papen <^ (Ac Cbnfi- 
vmtal Omgrtu, on folio 200. 

'This amendment, in the writing of John Harvie, ia in Mm Papen ttf th£ Omtmatbd 
Gmgreu, on folio 200}. 
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A letter of tlie 7, from the executive council of Pensyl- 
vania/ was read, representing that the "Affairs of the 
commonwealth of Pensylvania are so circumstanced as 
to admit the return of the prisoners sent from that State 
into Virginia, without danger to the commonwealth, 
or to the common cause of America; that the dangerous 
example which their longer continuance in banishment 
may afford on future occasions, has already given uneasi- 
ness to some good friends to the independency of these 
states," and requesting, "If Congress have no other rea- 
sons for continuing them in Virginia than the council are 
acquainted with, that such orders may be given as shall 
put those people again under the direction and authority 
of the president and council of their State ; *' and desiring 
to be informed "whether Congress have any objection 
to the honble. John Penn and Benjamin Chew, Esqrs. 
being likewise again returned under the authority of the 
State:" 

A letter, of the 5, from Governor Livingston, with a 
report from him on removing some officers in the depart- 
ment of the deputy quarter master and issuing commis- 
sary in Princeton, was read :" 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Abraham] Clu'k, Mr. 
[William] Ellery, and Mr. [Blbridge] Gerry. 

A letter, of the 6th, from William Paterson, attorney 
general of the State of New Jersey, ||was read,|| repre- 
senting that the duties of his office prevent his accepting 
the appointment which Congress have been pleased to 
confer upon him:' 

1 This letter is in the Papen of the CWinentol Qmffrai, No. 6», I, folio 481. 
'This letter ie in the Papen of the OontiTunial Congreu, No. 68, toUo 383. The 
report ia on folio 337. 
*13ui letter b In the fvpen of the Oonlinenua Oangreu, No. 50, III, folio 7. 
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Ordered^ That it be referred to the committee on the 
extract of General Washington's letter, relative to the 
trial of the general officers in the northern department, 
at the time of the evacuation of Ticonderoga and Mount 
Independence. 

A letter, of the 5, from the committee of Congress at 
camp, and instructions from General Washington to 
Colonel Baylor, respecting the purchase of horses, arms, 
and accoutrements, in Virginia and North Carolina, were 
read:^ 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

A representation from the council and assembly of 
Pensylvania was read:^ 

OTdorod, - Thftt - tbo Boftrd of - War lay before Oongpo es 
the in e tfuotion a giv e n to t bo Buporintondonta and all theif 
p a^o Ja- r e la t iv e to that matter, and - that to morgow bo 



Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three : 
The members chosen, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. 

[James] Lovell, and Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. 
Resolved, That the committee have power to call for 

papers. 

Four o'Clook, p. m. 

The Committee on the Treasury, brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of the honble. George Frost, Esq', for 800 dollara, 
to be charged to the State of New Hampshire : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of Ben- 

>TbiB letter m in the Paper* of the CcmtmenUd Oongrett, No. 33, folio 233. 
'This repreoentation, dated March 6, is in the Papen of th^ OmHwnlal Oongrai, 
No. 69, 1, foUo *S6. 
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jamin Mif9in, for twenty-five thousand dollars, to be 
transmitted to Matthew Irwin, agent for Joseph Trum- 
bull, Esq' late commissary general, for the payment of 
arrears ; and for which the said Joseph Trumbull is to be 
accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
William Buchanan, Esq' commi^ary general, for the sum 
of 26,000 dollars, for the use of his department, and for 
which the said commissary general is to be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the commissioner of the loan 
office for the State of New Jersey, on the application of 
the Marine Committee, in favour of the navy board in the 
middle district, for 11,000 dollus; to be charged to the 
Marine Committee.* 

The commissioners of claims, with approbation of the 
auditor general, report, 

That there is due to the following persons, and to be 
paid to Peter Schultz, the sum of 548 85/90 dollars, for 
hauling the baggage of the York county militia, under 
the command of Colonel James Smith, in July, 1776, 
viz. 

To P«t«r ScbolU tor 27 d&fH @ 4 doUsra per day and 1 37/K 

for ferriage 109 87/00 

Fnnds Jonee tor 23 do do 92 

Gotleib Beiger 26 do do IM 

Michael Teasel 27 do do and 2 27/90 110 27/90 

Philip Windermeyer 10 do do and 1 21^ 41 21/90 

Baron Eolcapple 23 da do 02 

648 86/90 

That there is due to Colonel Nathaniel Gist, two 
hundred and nine dollars and 47/90, a balance of his 
contingent account, which accrued on an embassy to the 
Cherokee Indians, by order of General Washington, being 

' This report ie in the Pcgaert of the Qmtinatial Cmgrat, No. 136, II, folio 146, 
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as followB, the whole of his account in yi]^;inia cur- 
rency £387. 17. 2. 
of which he received of thotreasurer £75. 0. 
of W" Christian Esq. in Virginia, 
to whom he gave an order on the 
Board of Treasury £200. 0. 
of Colonel Mason, by order on B. 
Harrison, deputy pay master gen- 
eral, in Virginia £50. 0. 325. 



the ballance is 62. 17. 2. 

equal to 209 47/90 dollars. 

That there is due to Martin Brenise, for the amount of 
his account, being for attendance on Congress, from 1 
December, 1777, to 1 March, 1778, at IJ dollar per day, 
and for ringing the bell, &c. $ dollar per day, 153 30/90 
dollars: 

That there is due to Mons' Lotbinier, a Canadian chap- 
lain, for one month's pay, ending this day, and for 35 
days rations, the sum of 52 22/90 dollars:' 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report on 
the system of the commissary's department, and, after 
debate, 

Eesolved, That the two last paragraphs be re-committed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH ii, 1778 

A letter from the Board of War, enclosing a letter of 
the 6th, from Governor Johnson, ||of Maryland, || and 
other papers, was read:' 

' Tfaifl report Is in the Papers of th* Contmetital Chngrtts, No. 136, II, folio 141. 
■ The letter of the Board of Wu is in the Paper* <tf lU Oontmental Oongnn, No. 164, 
I, folio 33a 
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Ordered, That so much of the letter from the Board 
of War as relates to money, he referred, to the Board of 
Treasury : and that the letter from (Jovemor Johnson he 
referred to the committee on the representation from the 
council and assembly of Pensylvania. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter from 
Governor LiTingston, enclosing a report of his having 
removed several officers and others employed in the quar- 
ter master's department at Princeton, in New Jersey, 
pursuant to the recommendation of Congress, of the ninth 
day of February last, brought in a report, which was read ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congress highly approve the proceed- 
ings of Governor Livingston, in removing the persons 
mentioned in his report of the 5 instant, and that the 
President transmit to him the thanks of Congress for his 
ready compliance with their wishes, in undertaking a 
work so necessary to the interest of these United States, 
and the assurance he gives of visiting, as soon as possible, 
the several parts of that State, more fully to carry into 
execution the aforesaid resolution : 

Resolved, That whatever eipence may be incurred by 
the executive authority of any State in executing the 
resolution of Congress of the 9 February last, authorizing 
the executive powers of every State to suspend for mis - 
behaviour, or remove as supernumerary, any officers of 
the staff, or other civil officers, &c. shall be duly paid upon 
the accounts being laid before the Board of Treasury.* 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer for 
40,000 dollars, in favour of the president and council of 

I This report, in the writing of Abraham Clark, ii in th« Prgien cf the QmHaaUal 
Oongrm, Na 19. Ill, folio 565. 
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the State of Pensylvania, twenty thousand of which to be 
apphed towards the recruiting service, and the remainder 
to pay off the militia; the said sum to be charged to the 
State of Pensylvania :' 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
Colonel Baylor, of the light dragoons, for 50,000 dollars, 
to be by bim employed in the purchase of horses, arms, 
and accoutrements, for the use of the army of the United 
States: 

That another warrant issue in his favour on William 
Armistead, Esq. commissioner of the loan office in the 
State of Vir^ia, for 35,000 dollars, for the same purpose : 

That another warrant issue in his favour on James 
Green, Jun. commissioner of the loan office in the State 
of North Carolina, for 15,000 dollars, to be employed in 
the same manner; for all which sums, amounting to 
one hundred thousand dollars. Colonel Baylor is to be 
accountable : 

That a warrant issue on tire treasurer in favour of 
William Buchanan, Esq. commissary general, for 200,000 
dollars, to be by binn transmitted to Colonel Henry 
Champion, for the purchase of live stock in the eastern 
department : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Joseph Nourse, pay master to the Board of War and 
Ordnance, for 50,000 dollars, to be by bim transmitted 
to Doct. Isaac Forster, deputy director general of the 
military hospital in the eastern department, at Dan- 
bury, in Connecticut, for which the said doctor is to be 
accountable : 

That a warrant issue on Joseph Borden, Esq' commis- 
sioner of the loan office in the State of New Jersey, for 

< ThJB report ia in the Popen of the Oantintnial OmgreM, No. 136, II, folio 143. 
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50,000 dollars, in favour of Colonel Mtirk Bird, on the 
application of General Mifflin, late quarter master gen- 
eral, who is to account for the same.* 

The committee to whom was referred the letter rela- 
tive to the purchase of provisions for the army, having 
brought in a report, the same was taken into consider- 
ation, and, after debate, 

Besolvedy That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed Ijto the afternoon. || 

FouB o'clock, p. h. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report on 
Colonel Champion's letter ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a copy of Colonel Champion's letter of 
28 February, to Colonel Buchanan, be referred to the 
legislature of the State of Connecticut, and that it be 
submitted to their wisdom to devise a remedy for the evil 
complained of or feared, oitbor by e usp e ndja g- t b e op CTft- 
tion of th e regulot i n g fl pe tfi as f w? a s roopooto livo Btook for 
th e Qjmy og by ouch woyo and in such a way, and by 
such means, as they shall judge most for the public 
interest." 

Resolved, That Mr. [Daniel] Roberdeau be excused 
from attending at the Board of Treasury, and that Mr. 
Jonathan B[ayud] Smith be appointed a member of the 
Board in his stead. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

■This report is in the Papen oj the QmixaenUil Oongrut, No. 136, II, folio 149. 
'Thia paragraph, in Uie writing of Cluvlee Thomson, ia in the Papen of Ae Oon- 
finentof Confffat, No. 19, 1, folio 567. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH ta, 1778 

A letter, of the 13 February, from R. T. Paine, O. 
EUsworth, and H. Marchant; one, of the 20 Febmary, 
from Eleazer Wales; one, of the 2 instant, from Joseph 
Trumbull, and one from Jonathan Trumbull, Jim' with 
a letter enclosed from N. Appleton, were read:^ 

Ordered, That the letter &om Jonathan Trumbull, with 
that enclosed, be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
examine the correspondence between the commisswy 
general of purchases and his deputies, respecting the 
supply of provisions and the returns, &g. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. 
[John] Harrie, and Mr. [James] Forbes. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That Captain William Nichols's resignation 
be accepted. 

Resolved, That the report of the committee on the 
afEairs of R[oderique] Hortales & Co. be re-committed. 

The Committee of Commerce brought in a report; 
which was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of the 
whole. 

Resolved, That to morrow the Congress be resolved 
into a committee of the whole to consider the foregoing 
report. 

Resolved, That a letter be addressed by the president 
to the respective states, informing them, that the multi- 
plicity and importance of the business of Congress, during 

>Tbe letter of Paine uid othen U in the Paperi of the QmtinmUal Congrea, No. 78, 
XVUI, folio 171 ; that of TnunbnU is in No. 78, XXII, folio 663; tlist tA Wales ii in 
No. 76, XXin, folio 466. 
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the war, Trill require the constant attendance of at least 
three membera from each State; that, from the want 
thereof, the health of members has been frequently 
impaired, and the public busmess greatly obstructed ; and 
that Congress request their immediate attention to this 
as a matter of great moment. 

The Marine Committee laid before Congress a copy of 
a proposed letter to Captain B^ry, among other things 
empowering bim to purchase, for the use of the Continent, 
and to fit out a vessel which he has lately taken in Dela- 
ware Bay : 

Resolved^ That Congress approve of the purchase being 
made, and that it be referred to the Marine Committee 
to give such directions as they judge proper respecting 
the naming, ofQcering, and manning the said vessel 
when purchased, and the manner in which she is to be 
employed. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of Colonel William Buchanan, commissary general 
of purchases, for one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
for the use of his department in the middle district; for 
which he is to be accountable.* 

FoDB o'Clook, p. m. 

A letter, of the 4, from Geoi^e Bead, Esq. president of 
Delaware, and one, of the 9th, from Ciesar Bodney 
both directed to Mr. T[homas] M'Eean, the delegate 
from that State, were laid before Congress and read : 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of the 19, from Mr. Colt to Mr. Buchanan, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

'Thia report is In the Parpen of tkt Continettba Oaagrtm, No. 1S6, II, folio 161. 
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Congress resumed the consideration of the report on 
the system of the commissary of purchases, and after 
debate, 

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed till to morrow. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 1778 

A letter, from Colonel [William] Bussel, of the 13 
Yirginia regiment, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A petition from the inhabitants of Westmoreland, was 
read:^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer for 25,000 
dollars, to be paid to Peter Ozeas, for the use of the 
barrack master general, and for which the said barrack 
master general is to account: 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, Esq' commis- 
sioner of the loan office, in the State of Pensylvania, in 
favour of William Buchanan, Esq. commissary general 
of purchases, for 200,000 dollars ; and for which the said 
commissary general is to be accountable.' 

The committee to whom was referred the trial and con- 
demnation of Thomas Doyle, a soldier of Colonel S. B. 
Webb's batallion, for deserting to the enemy, in whose 
Berrice he was made a prisoner; and the letter from Briga- 
dier General Samuel H. Parsons, desiring to be informed 

^Th» letter of Bojnel u in the Papen of Ihe OmtJnoUal Ccngreu, No. 78, XXX, 
falio 227; the WeetmoreUtad petitioD, dated Maich 12, is in No. 42, YIII, folio 171. 
■Thk report is in the Pa^en of Iht OmAntnlid Qmffrai, No. 136, II, (olio 155. 
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whether deserters from the enemy are permitted to inlist 
into the service of these Uiuted States, and whether, in 
esse such are inlisted, a deserter of that character can be 
legally condemned and executed for desertion, report as 
their opinion, "that although it hath been recommended 
to the officers of the army of these states to refrain from 
inlisting deserters from the enemy, yet such being inlisted 
and receiving bounty and pay, are in all respects subject 
to the articles of war, and liable to suffer death for deser- 
tion ; the rules and articles for the government of the 
troops raised or to be raised and kept in pay by and at 
the expenee of the United States of America, making no 
distinction between the inhabitants of these states and 
deserters from the enemy taken into the service:" 

Resolved^ That Congress agree to the report of the com- 
mittee. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee appointed to revise the system of the commis- 
sary's department: Whereupon, 

Besolvedy That a commissary general of purchases be 
appointed, with full powers to depute or remove any 
officer of his department : 

That each assistant purchasing commissary shall receive 
the following allowances for purchasing provisions and 
other articles, viz. 

WhoQ i tj pof bnohol 8 /OQthQ of o - dollt > p ^ fiour or meal, 
per cwt. 6/90th parts of a dollar; hard bread, per cwt. 
8/90thsof a dollar; fresh pork, per cwt. IS/QOths of a 
dollar ; salt pork in barrels, per cwt. 24/90ths of a dollar ; ' 
fresh beef, hide, and tallow, per cwt. 24/90ths of a dollar; 
salt beef in barrels, per cwt. 24/90ths of a dollar ; salt, 
per bushel, 6/90ths of a dolhu*; molasses, per gallon, 

'" Foa^ned" m written in duutkul 

*lQm»rgiit is written: " Becoosidend 9 Uarch, from 30 to 24." 
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3/90th8of a dollar; Hard soap, ; common soap ;* 
West India nun, per gallon, 3/90th8 of a dollar; American 
rum or whiskey, per gallon, 3/90ths of a dollar ; rice, per 
100 lb 6/90ths of a dollar ; meat barrels, for packing beef, 
pork, or fish, each, 4/90ths of a dollar; bread casks with 
lining hoops, each, 3/90th8 of a dollar; vinegar per gallon, 
3/90ths of a dollar; turnips and potatoes, per bushel, 
4/90ths of a doUar; beans and peas, per bushel, 6/90ths 
of a dollar; pickled shad, per barrel, 12/90thB of a doUar ; 
onions, per bushel, 5/90ths of a doUar ; g& ed oabbftgoa pof 



That each assistant purchasing ComnuBBarj shall be careful not to 
exceed the prices of prcmions fixed by Law in any State; 
^fSSf* and whenever difficulties shall arise in obtaining suppliea, 
he shall apply to the Legislature, or sapr^ne Ezecutire 
Aathority of sach State, who are requested to afford him such assist- 
ance and directions therein, as they may respectively judge necessary. 

That each assistant purchasing commissary shall be 
allowed ten per centum on the sums which he shall save 
by purchasing good provisions at less prices than such as 
are fixed in the respective states : 

That if any Assistant purchasing G>mmissaT7 shall purchase pro- 
visioDS that are not wholesome and deliver the same to any issuing 
Cotomiseary, or other person appointed to receive the same, Uie per- 
son so receiving the provisions shall complain thereof to any Major 
or Brigadier General of the United States, who shall thereupon issue 
his Warrant to one or more Inspectors or packers of provisions to 
examine it on Oatli, and the fact being thus ascertained, the Articles 
shall be sold at public Auction under the direction of the Deputy Com- 
missary General of purchases of the district, who shall deduct from 
the amount of the sale of 2 1/2 per Cent for his own trouble and 
per Ceot for the issuing Commissary, or otiier person detecting the 
fraud, and shall deliver the residue to the Assistant purchaser who 
shall not be allowed to cbai^ such provisions in the settlement of 
his account 

■"Left Blank, euarch." 

■The list and pticea, ezoept tha kst two itsnu, am in the writing of Ellwidge Oerrj. 
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That each Depatj Commusaiy General of pnrchams shall reoeire 
<Hi all parchasee made by himself or his asaistante under him, an allow- 
ance equal to the one fourth part of the whole allowanoe made to hia 
assistant Commissaries, tt^ther with per Ct on all savings made 
by himself or such assistants. 

That the Commissary General of purchases shall receive on all pur- 
chases made titrouffhout his department, an allowance equal to one- 
half of the whole allowance made to the several Deputy Commissariee 
General of purchases, together with per Cent on aJl savings made 
as aforesaid. 

That it shall be the duty of each deputy commissary 
general of purchases to superintend the assistant pur- 
chasers under him; see that the business of his depart- 
ment is properly conducted, and that full supplies of 
provisions are seasonably procured in his district; and 
that he shall be entitled to an allowance equal to one 
fifth part of the whole allowanoe made to his assistants as 
aforesaid/ 

On this resolution a question was put, that the allowance 
to the deputy conmiissaiy general should be one fourth 
I)art. 



Mr. Frost, 
MaafoeAuaetta Bay, 

Mr, Gerry, 
JShode Island, 

Mr. Ellery, 



Mr. Dyer, 

Wolcott, 
Nmo Jersey, 
Mr. Clark, 
Scudder, 
Pen.n»yh}<Hiiat 
Mr. Boberdeau, 
J. B. Smith, 
Jas. Smith, 
Clingan, 



Maryland, 

Mr. Forbes, 
Henry, 
Virginia, 

Mr. Lee, 
Harvie, 
North CaroUna, 

Mr. Burke, 
Sovih OaroUnOi 

Mr. Lautbos, 



' This paragnph IB iu the writing of Elbridge Oerry. 
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So it passed in the negative. 
The question was put on one-fifth, 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

Question put to agree to this part of the report as 
amended, || the yeas and nays being required, || 



2fea Bampehire, 






Mitrylmd, 




Mr. Froet, 


«yl«y 


Mr. Forbes, 


'^l.v 


ItoMochMaetU Bay^ 




Henry, 


.yt'y 


Mr. Garry, 


•yl- 


Tirffinia, 




Bhodt M<md, 




Mr. F. L. Lee, 


*y aT 


Mr. Blleij, 


»yuy 


Harrie, 


.y *y 


GoimecHevif 




Ni>Hh Owolina, 




Mr. Djer, 


no) 


Mr. Ponn, 


•y ., 


Woloott. 


Burke, 


ay 


New Jersey^ 




SmtkOanlma, 




Mr. CUrk, 


*y .. 


Mr. Lsurena, 


ay lay 


Scudder, 


.y »y 






Peimgylwmia, 








Mr. Eoberdeau, 


»y 








JUDSB Smith, 


«y 








J. B. Smith, 




»y 






Clingan, 


»y 









So it was resolved in the affirmative, 

Resolved^ That it shall be the duty of the commissary 
general of purchases to superintend all the officers of his 
department; to give the necessary orders to the deputy 
commissaries general, and see that the business in each 
department is properly executed, and that full supplies of 
provision for the armies are seasonably procured; wid 
that he shall be entitled to an allowance equal to one- 
tLbird part of the whole allowance made to his deputy 
commissaries general as aforesaid :' 

That the allowances herein provided for the commissary 
and deputy commissaries general, and assistant commis- 

* Thla pknypsph it in the writing of Elbridge Garry. 
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saries, shall be in lieu of all other rewards for their re- 
spective services and expences, including the pay of their 
clerks in purchasing provisions : 

That the commissaty general be directed to visit the 
armies and posts, and that he be subject to the orders of 
the Commander in Chief; and that he be excused from 
raiding at the place where Congress sits, he keeping a 
clerk and of&ce there, to which aU returns shall be made, 
and which shall be under the inspection and direction of 
the Board of War: 

That the commissary general, deputy commissaries 
general, and assistant commissaries of purchases, govern 
themselves in all other respects by the regulations for the 
commissary's system passed in Congress, the 10 day of 
June last, and the subsequent resolutions of the 4 day of 
October last, except such parts thereof as are altered by 
these regulations.^ 

Thai, the Conunittee at the camp, in CoajnDCtaon vitb Geaeral Wash- 
ington, be directed, if thej judj^e it expedient, to alter the 
uaurS?^. Begulatioos of the Army relative to Rations, by reducing 
the Quantity of Animal Food, and iDcreosiog in a due 
Proportion the Allowance d Bread, Flour or Grain specified therein; 
and that no Officer be permitted to draw in Provisions more Uian such 
a Part of his Bations as the CommiUee and the General shall on mature 
Deliberation order and direct* 

>ThiB puagnph is in the writiiig of AbiahAin CUrk. 

*Tliia paragiaph ii in the writing of Elbridge Garry. The report ia In the Arpen 
nf the OnOinentat Qmffn*$, No. 29, folio 103. It is iudoraed: "Bronght in Pebraarr 
23. Oongidention postponed till to-morrow. P. H., 24, poetponod to ThnredAy. 
Reflnmed, 2Tth Febmuy. Postponod, 6 March. Besomed 9th. Becommitted. 
Beported mnd debated 12, P. H. Motion for Gommiaenij, n^atired." The 
two panignphe on the duties and aHowancee of the CommiHwy and Deputy Com- 
ndnaries of Porchasee, formed the report of the committee to whom the origioal 
report wu recommitted. On folio 107. ue the following poragrapha, in the writing 
of Abraham Clark: 

"That there be aix Deputy OommiBBaries general in each of the following Dii- 
tricta, one whereof to fnclade the States Eastward of the State of New Vork; one 
to Indnde the States of New York and New Jersey; one between the Rivera Dela- 
ware and Potomack below the Allegany Moontain; one between the river Potomack 
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Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
report a plan for taking bonds vith sufficient sureties from 
officers entrusted by the United States with public monies : 

The members chosen, Mr. [William] EUery, Mr. [John] 
Henry and Mr. [Thomas] Burke. 

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon, 

Besolved, That Colonel Harrison's regiment of artillery 
be, and they are hereby ordered from Virginia, to join the 
grand army, without the least further delay ; agreeably to 
General Washington's request: 

Resolved, That the part of the report, which relates to 
the 13 Virginia regiment, be postponed. 

Whereas Congress have judged it proper, that the irrup- 
tion ordered to be made into Canada should be suspended, 
and have directed the Board of War to instruct the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette to that purpose, and, whereas it appears 
that the service and presence of the Marquis de la Fay- 
ette, and the Baron de Kalb are necessary at the grand 
army, 

ftnd the state of Sontb OaroUna; (mt wushidhtgOie Statu of SoaikCainliyM and Qtoryia, 
and one on the wcotem Frontien beyond the Allegany UoontaioB. 

"And whereas the government of Connecticnt in behalf of the United States hath 
etni^oyed Henry Champion Esq. to purchase Beef Cattle in the fiaatem States for 
the Use of the Army, and Peter Colt Esq. the Deputy Comminary General in the 
Eastern District hath given ap that Branch of the Commiauies Fnninmn intirety to 
M' Champion, 

"Therrfore, 

"Betolvtd, That M' Champion pnrsne the Bnsineas of pnrcbaaliig Cattle on the 
Terms npon which the Government of Connecticnt employed him, tmtU further 
Orders of Congress — and that he make retoms from "Hme to Time of his Proceedings 
to ths Board of War that necesaary Supplies of Cash be forwarded to him as Occasion 
nay require; and that the Commissary GenenJ and Deputy CommiBsaiy general 
recave no Allowanoe for any purchases made by H' Champion, as bdng a Bosiness 
in which the Commissaries have neither Bisk, Trouble or Interfeienoe. 

"That each deputy Commieeary geneial shall be entitled to receive the Pay and 
Allowance made by the Kegulations of Congress of the day of Jane last, in IJen 
<rf the Allowance hereinbefore made; if at the End of the Year it shall appear that 
but a small Proportion of Piovisiona have been reqalred or called for in his District, 
and that in Consequence thereof the Allowance made by Uieae prMent regulations 
will not amount to each former Allowanoe {w^ktithtd] " 
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Resolved^ That Qeneral Washington be authorised to 
order Major General the Marquis de la Fayette and Major 
General the Baron de Kalb to join the main army with- 
out delay. 

Resolved^ That General Washington be empowered to 
order Colonel Hazen's or any other regiment from the 
northward, if he judge it proper, to join the main army 
as soon as the season will admit. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 1778' 

The Committee of Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^ That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Brigadier General Scott, for two thousand dollars, in 
dischai^e of William Pal&ey, pay master general, his 
order, on the president of Congress, for that sum, dated 
General Pay Office, the 6th of March, in favour of the 
said Scott, and expressed to be for the use of the forces of 
the United States; the pay master general to be account- 
able: 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
Joseph Nourse, pay master to the Board of War and Ord- 
nance, for five thousand dollars, to enable the said Board 
to advance that sum to Colonel Nathaniel Gist, for the 
purpose of recruiting Indians; the said pay master to be 
accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
Joseph Nourse, pay master to the Board of War and Ord- 
nance, for ten thousand dollars, to be advanced him for 
ttie purpose of paying contingent expences and other 

* E^om thifl point the mitiiig is that of Belcher P. Smith. 



,Google 



March, 1778 255 

demands of the Board of War; said pay master to be 
accountable:^ 

A report from the conunissioners of claims was read, 
setting forth that they have examined the accounts of the 
late commissioner of claims, and find they have received 
from John Gibson, Esq' auditor general, at different 
times, the sum of two thousand five hundred and twenty 
dollars, which they have paid as follows, viz. 

To sundry officers and soldiers belonging to different 
regiments of the continental army, whose times were 
expired, and who were taken prisoners at Fort Washing- 
ton, as per receipts, 1,435 85/90 dollars; 

To simdry officers and soldiers belonging to different 
regiments of the flying camp, taken at Fort Washington, 
962 59/90 dollars; 

To Michael Hillegas, Esq^ continental treasurer, the 
balance for which he is to be accountable, 121 36/90 
dollars." 

The Board of Treasury who were directed to examine 
the claims lately made by Colonel William Kennon, 
deceased; and the bills of exchange drawn by him on 
John Hancock, president of Congress, brought in a report : 
whereupon it was moved. That the Board of Treasury be 
directed to pay the said bills; 

It was then previously moved whether this question 
shall be now put, and the yeas and nays required, 

' This report, dated March 13, is in the Papen of the ConHaental Ocmorat, No. 136, 
II, foUo 167. 

'Thnpo three paragrapha are in the writing of Gbarlee Thomaon. The report is in 
flie Papen of the OonixnenUd Qmgre**, No. 136, II, folio 169. It contMna a final 
paragraph, as foUowB: "The two firat of the above acconnta will be charged to the 
Aimy; the hut the Tr«wurer will be charged with." 
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So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered^ That the bills of exchange, together with 
President Rutledge's letters of April, 1777, be returned 
to the Bev. Mr. Paul Turquand, who presented them for 
payment, and also a copy of Mr. Turquand's letter to 
Congress, if he shall desire it. 

A letter of the 13 from the Board of War was read ; 
recommending Major Mullins, aid de camp to General 
Conway, to have a commission of lieutenant colonel, to 
command in Canada only, as was ordered respecting other 
foreign officers lately gone to the Northward. 

Whereupon, it was moved, to agree thereto, and on the 
question put, passed in the negative.* 

The Board of War brought in a report, which was read." 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof at the request 
of the State of Pensylvania be postponed. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That John Moore, Esq- of the county of 
Albemarle, in Vii^nia, be appointed to act as an assist- 
ant commissary of purchases under William Aylett, Esq. 
deputy commissary general, for procuring live beef and 
pork, for the use of the army under General Washington, 
for so long time as the said deputy commissary general 
may find his services necessary, and that he be directed 
to conform to the rules and regulations laid down in the 
commissary's system, and receive the same allowance on 
his purchases as is thereby given to other assistant pur- 
chasers: and that he be furnished, from time to time, 
with money from the treasury for the above mentioned 
purposes. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

>ThlslettoTiainthe Pc^ttrio/McOmtiiieniafamjra), No. 147, 1, folio 651. 
■ Thil report Is in the Paptn of the ConHnenial Cimgrat, No. 147, I, folio 663. It 
to doted March 14, with Qatee, PeteiB, and Pickering present 
4938-07 17 
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MONDAY. MARCH i6, 1778 

Mr. [John] Banister, a delegate from Vii^imia, 
attended and took his seat. 

A letter, of the 7th and 8th, from General Washington, 
with several Inclosed papers, viz. a letter, from General 
Howe of the 14 February ; one, of the 21st, containing 
depositions of Thomas Wileman, of the 17th dragoons, 
and Serjeant George Thompson, of the 63d regiment; a 
declaration, signed Thomas Franklin, agent for American 
prisoners in Philadelphia, and a report of Mr. Sanford, 
and one of the 2d March, were read. 

Another letter of the 12th, from General Washington, 
with several inclosed papers, viz. a letter to General 
Howe, of the 9th ; a letter from him of the 10th, and one 
in answer thereto of the 12th, were read:* 

Ordered, That so much of the said letters and papers as 
respect the settlement of accounts relative to prisoners 
previous to a general exchange, as directed by resolve of 
Congress of the 26 February last, and the oomplftint e-^ 
Gonoml How e- of HI troat i mont of a Into fl t ^^ b e ] ? ef e CT e d 
t o t bo Bottpd of WoiP, and that the pomaindo? bo gofonod 
[be referred] to a committee of 3. 

The members chosen, Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee, 
Mr. [John] Henry, and Mr. [Samuel] Huntington; the 
remainder to the Board of War. 

An eatrao t- ofo- i e tt w from - C a ptoin Barry to Gen e ral 
Woahington ; and alao eop i ofl <^ lottor e from Moooro. 
B eodj Champion and Wado worth > inoloood in tbo G e n 
ornl'a letter of the 13th, wore rood. 

A letter, of the 5, from Governor Clinton, was read. 

'Waflhington'Bletterof the 7tfa, with indofloreH, ia iu \he Paptn of Ou CouHnalal 
OongrM, No. 152, V, folio 317; that of the 6th [DOi] ia on folio 846, ud that of the 
mhw folio 849. 
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Ordered^ That this be referred to the committee on 
Governor Johnson's of the 6th. 

One, of the 15 February, from Governor Caswell, was 
read. 

One, of the Ist, from B. Harrison, and one, of the 27 
February, from G. "Wythe, Esqf were read : 

Ordered, That the former be referred to the Committee 
of Treasury, the latter to the Marine Committee. 

One, of the 15 February, from Governor CasweU 
directed to F. L. Lee, Esq. was read; and referred to the 
Board of War. 

One, of the 26 February, from J. Tazewell, desiring 
to resign his office as continental agent in the State of 
Virginia, was read.' Whereupon, 

Resolved, That his resignation be accepted, and that 
John Carter, Esq. be appointed in his stead. 

A letter, of the 10, from E. Boudinot, Esq? commissary 
general of prisoners, directed to G^eneral Gates, president 
of the Board of War, with 3 inclosed papers, were read : 

Ordered, That that part of the said letters &c. which 
relates to moneys be referred to the Board of Treasury, 
and the remainder to the Board of War. 

FouB o'Clook, p.m. 

The Committee of Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of the honble. Comehus Harnett, Esq. for the use of 
Francis Brice, for two thousand five hundred dollars in 
discharge of John Ashe his two draughts on the treasurer, 
dated the 27 March, 1777, in favour of the said Brice, one 
for 1000 dollars, and the other for 1500 dollars, both 

* The letter of dmton ii in tbe Papen of the Conimtnial Oonffrtti, No. 67, U, folio 
122; ttut of OmnH, in No. 72, folio 2S; that o( Wjrthe, In No. 7S, HXm, folio 467, 
and thftt of Tuewell in No. 78, XZII, foUo 649. 
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expressed to be for the use of the United States ; the State 
of North Caralina to be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of Lieu- 
tenant William Frazier, for twenty thousand dollars, to 
be conveyed by him to the Honble. George Bead, Esq^ 
president of the State of Delaware, advanced to, and for 
which the said State is to be accountable.' 

A letter, of the 7, from W. Palfrey, paymaster general, 
to the Board of Treasury, was read : 

Ordered, That it be returned to the Board. 

Mesolved., That two members be added to the committee 
on the convention of committees at New Haven, in the 
room of Mr. [John] Witherspoon and Mr. ['Diomas] 
M'Kean, whoare absent: the members chosen, Mr.[JoIm] 
Banister and Mr. [Samuel] Huntington. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
Board of War of the 13, relative to the 13th Virginia regi- 
ment, and, after debate, 

Resolved, That the farther consideration be postponed. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to deliver 
over to the order of the president and council of Pensyl- 
vania, the prisoners sent from that State to Yi^;inia. 

Resolved, That the application, on behalf of the Hon- 
ble. John Penn and Benjamin Chew, that they may be 
delivered over to the order of the State of Pensylvania, 
be referred to a committee of three, who are directed to 
correspond with the said State and report to Congress : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. James 
Smith, and Mr. [John] Henry.' 

Whereas, Congress have not received information of 
the measures which the several states have, from time to 
time, adopted, in consequence of their recommendations ; 
and, whereas, such information, together with the con- 

* This report ia in the PBUMno/ (Ac Omftwnfol Cmgrai, No. 136, U, foUo 161. 
■See Amiylranta Ardma, VI, 367, 3S9. 
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onrrence of tlie respective legislatures in Tigorously execut - 
ing the resolutions of Congress, is essentially necessary 
to enable them to transact the important concerns of the 
United States: 

Resolved^ That the governors and presidents of the said 
states be earnestly requested to transmit to Congress, as 
soon as possible, attested copies of the acts passed by their 
respective legislatures, in pursuance of recommendations 
of Congress, which they may have received since the Ist 
day of November last ; and of all acts which they may here - 
after pass, in consequence of future recommendations. 

The committee to whom were referred Sundry letters 
received by the Commercial Committee, relative to the 
claims of Messrs. Boderique Hortalez & Co., of Paris, 
brought in a report : 

Ordered^ That it be referred to a committee of the whole. 

Besolved, That to morrow the Congress be resolved into 
a commitee of the whole to consider the foregoing report. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
Board of War of the 14 : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That one full company of foot be raised in 
the town of Westmoreland, on the east branch of the 
Susquehanna, for the defence of the said town and the 
settlements on the frontiers and in the neighbourhood 
thereof, against the Indians and other enemies of these 
states, the company to be inlisted to serve one year from 
the time of their inlisting, unless sooner dischai^ed by 
Congress : 

That officers be commissioned only in proportion to the 
number of men who shall be inlisted. 

That the same pay and rations be allowed the company 
as to officers of the like ranks and soldiers in the conti- 
nental army : 



,y Google 



262 Jottmals of Congress 

That the commissaiy general of purchases contract 
with a suitahle person to supply the company with pro- 
visions : 

That the company find their own arms, accoutrements, 
eloaths, and blankets : 

That the colonel, and, in his absence, the next com- 
manding field officer of the militia, at the said town of 
Westmoreland, be desired and empowered to supmutend 
the said company, give orders relative to the station or 
stations it shall take for the defence of the country, and 
other proper military services, and to see that the officers 
and men faithfully perform their duty, and on failure to 
give notice thereof to the Board of War.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 17. 1778 

The committee to whom were referred that part of 
General Washington's letters, of the 8 to the 14, relative 
to the exchange of prisoners, brought in a report: Where- 
upon, 

Besolved, That the consideration thereof at the request 
of the State of Bhode Island be postponed. 

The Board of Treasury brought in a report; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue ||on the treasurer|| in 
favour of James MiUigan, Esq. commissioner of claims 
at the treasury, for 1,279 dollars, in full of his salary to 
this day inclusive." 

Agreeable to the order of the day. Congress resolved 
itself into a committee of the whole, ||to consider the re- 
port on the claims of Boderique Hortales & Go. and after 
some time, II 

'See Ptnntghania Arekittt, VI, 371, and under Angnrt 23, 1776, ante. 
"IhianpoHia in the Pt^enqf the Oontinenlai Omgrtu, No. 196, U, lolkilSS. 
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Mr. President left the chair. 

Mr. [John] Harrie took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. [John] 
Harvie reported from the committee, that they have had 
under consideration the matters to them referred, but not 
having come to a conclusion, desire leave to sit again : 

Resolved, That leave be granted. 

FouB o'Clook, p. h. 

Besolved, That the Board of War be directed to ap- 
point officers and fill up commissions for the company 
ordered by the resolution of yesterday, to be raised for 
the defence of Westmoreland and the settlements adja- 
cent, and take every measure necessary for carrying the 
said resolutions into effect. 

Congress resolved Itself into a committee of the whole. 

Mr. President left the chair. 

Mr. [John] Harvie took the chair of the committee. 

Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. [John] 
Harvie reported from the committee, that they have had 
under their farther considOTation the matters to them 
referred, and have made some progress therein, but not 
having come to a conclusion, desire leave to sit again : 

Sesolved, That Congress will to morrow resolve itself 
into a committee of the whole, to take into their farther 
consideration the matters to them referred. 

Adjommed to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH i8, 1778 

TheCommitteeofTreasurybroughtinareport: Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, Esq- 
commissioner of the loan office for the State of Penayl- 
vania, in favour of Elias Boudinot, Esq* commissary 
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general of prisoners for tlie United States for the sum of 
25,000 dollars: 

That one other warrant issue on the commissioner of 
the loan office for the State of Massachusetts hay, in his 
favour, for 4,000 dollars ; and that another warrant also 
issne on the commissioner of the loan office in the State 
of Connecticut, for a like sum of 4,000 dollars; all 
which are for the use of his department, and to be 
charged to his account.^ 

A memorial of Alexander Forster, in behalf of B. 
M'GIenaghan, and others, owners of the schooner £t6er^, 
was read:' 

Ordered, That the said memorial, together with the 
petition of William BeU, presented on the 10 February, 
and that of James Gallagher, on the 21, be referred to a 
committee of three : themembers chosen, Mr. [Eliphalet] 
Dyer, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, and Mr. [Edward] Lang- 
worthy, 

Resolved, That Mr. [John] Banister be added to the 
Committee of Treasury. 

An account of Timothy Edwards, a commissioner on 
Indian affairs, was presented, and referred to the treasury. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on tiie General's letter of the 7 and 8, and after 
debate. 

Resolved, That the consideratiott thereof be postponed 
llto the afternoon. II 

FOTJB O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Board of Treasury brought in a report; Where - 

npon, 

■Tbia report is in the iV«r(o/tt« Omtmmdil Om^ren, No. 136, II, folio 165. 
*TUa mMQoiial, datad Hwoh 13, li In the Fugitn^Uu Qmtinetilal Qmgrm, No. 41, 
II, folio 188. 
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Ordered, That a warrant issae on the treasurer in favour 
of Joseph Hourse, pay master to the Board of War and 
Ordnance, for 20,000 dollars, to be applied by the Board 
of War for the purpose of purchasing meat and hiring of 
waggons in Virginia, for the service of the grand army ; 
the said pay master to be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the loan office in the State of 
Georgia, in favour of Joseph Clay, Esq' deputy pay master 
general in the said State, for 202,423 dollars, being the 
residue of the 300,000 dollars ordered by Congress in 
August last, to be sent to the State of Geoigia for the 
military chest, that remains unappropriated, which are 
to be (Jbraughted by the commanding officer in the State 
of Georgia, for subsistence of thecontinentid troops under 
bis command ; the said pay master to be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on James Green, Jun. Esq' com- 
missioner of the loan office in the State of North Carolina, 
in favour of the assembly of the said State, for 30,000 
dollars; the said State to be accountable: 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer for 1,200 dollars, 
in favour of Major Clark, one of the auditors of accounts 
in the army, for the purposes of purchasing a covered 
wa^on and four horses for the use of the auditor's office 
in camp; Major Clark to be accountable.' 

The Marine Committee brought in a report : 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed. 

A letter, of the 14, from General Washington, was read :" 
and 

Ordered, To be referred to the Board of War. 

A memorial of Thomas Bedwell was read:' 

Ordered, To be referred to the Board of Wax. 

^TbiB report iaia^oPi^ien of the ConHftental Cbn^rot, No. 136, 11, foUol67. 
■Thip letter ia in the A^ieri of the Continailal Congrttt, No. 162, V, folio S73. 
*Thia memorial, dated Much 17, \b in the Fupen t^ Ae Ooniiaenbil Oongraa, No, 
41, 1, loUo 1&8. 
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Congress resumed tlie consideration of the report of the 
committee on General Washington's letter of the 7 and 8, 
continued to the 14, which, being amended, is as follows: 

Whereas, by the express resolutions of Congress of the 
19 of December and 26 of February last, no exchange of 
prisoners can take place until all accounts for support of 
the prisoners in our hands are liquidated, and the balance 
due thereon discharged : and, whereas, the tim.e allowed 
to several of the states to adjust and exhibit their claims 
will occasion great delay; and as an exchange of prisoners 
hath been agreed upon between General Washington and 
General Howe, and it bein^ the earnest wish of Goi^rees 
to relieve, as soon as possible, the unhappy sufferers now 
labouring under a cruel captivity, and it appearing, by 
the late returns from the commissary of prisoners, that, 
if the present intended exchange shall take place, a suffi- 
cient number of the enemy, now in the power of the 
United States, will still remain to secure the payment of 
any balance that may be due on account of their support, 
and the views of Congress in the resolutions aforesaid be 
fully answered; therefore, 

Besolved, That Gen. Washington be authorized and 
empowered to proceed to the exchange of such prisoners 
as are now in the power of the enemy, without waiting 
for the settlement of the accounts aforesaid; and take 
measures for settling a general cartel for the exchange of 
prisoners in future, upon such principles as may appear 
to him most advantageous to the' ITnited States, and 
^reeable to the aforementioned resolutions : 

On this the question being put on the preamble of the 
resolution, and the first clause of the resolution, and the 
yeas and nays being required. 
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So it passed in the affirmative. 

The question being then put on the last clause, and the 
yeas and nays required ; 
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North Cardma^ 

Mr. Fenn, ay 1 

Harnett, ay | ay 

Burke, ay ] 



South CardlMia, 

Mr. lAurena, ay ^&y 

Georgia^ 

Mr. Lanf^orthy, Ay }-&y 



So it passed in the affirmative. 

The Board of Treasury brought in a report, as follows : 

That they have taken into consideration a letter of the 
10 instant from Mr. John Benezet, to the president of 
Congress, to them referred, resigning his office; and are 
of opinion that his resignation should be accepted ; and 
his pay cease from the date of the letter: 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favor of Mr. 
Joseph Nonrse, pay master of the Board of War and 
Ordnance, for 25,000 dollars, to be by bim transmitted to 
William Finnie, deputy quarter master general in Vir- 
ginia, and that General Mifflin, late quarter master gen- 
eral, be charged with the said sxmi. Mid furnished with 
a copy of this resolution : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of Mr. 
Joseph Nourse, pay master aforesaid, for fifty thousand 
dollars, to be by bim transmitted to Benjamin Harrison, 
deputy pay master general in Yii^inia, for the use of his 
department; for which he is to be accountable.^ 

Resolvedy That Congress agree thereto. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 1778* 

Ordered^ That the committee appointed to revise the 
rules for regulating the conduct of Congress in transact- 
ing business, bring in their report on Monday. 

'This report is in the Papw* oftkt QmtinmltU Omgrat, No. 136, II, folio 169. 

* The orlcinat or roogh jonnial, eztendmg from Hucb 19, 1778, to JSaj 2, 1778, ia 
not wtth tlie Papen of the OontmenUU Congrat, and the reaaoa of fte absenoe b not 
known. 
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Ordered, That the letters of the 7, 8 and 12, with the 
X>apers enclosed, from General Washington, he delivered 
to the committee to whom were referred those parts rela- 
tive to the general exchange of prisoners. 

A letter, of 19, from J. MacPherson, was read:' 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

A letter, of the 11, and one of the 12, from Major Gen- 
eral the Marquis de la Fayette, were read : 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [William] EUery, Mr. 
[John] Banister and Mr. [John] Henry. 

Four o'Clock, p. m. 

A report from a board of general offtcers to General 
Washington was read ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That General Washington call in and cancel 
the commissions of Brigadiers Woodford, Muhlenberg, 
Scott and Weedon ; and that new commissions be granted 
them; and that they rank in future agreeable to the 
following arrangement, Woodford, Muhlenberg, Scott, 
Weedon. 

A letter from the Board of War was read ; also a report 
on the letter of the 14, from General Washington: 

Ordered, That the report lie on the table. 

Another report from the Board of War was read; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the government of the State of Pensyl- 
vania be requested to station 500 militia, at the following 
places, in that State, under active and prudent officers, 
viz. 200 men at Easton, 100 at Bethlehem, and 200 at 
Reading, for the defence of the magazines of military and 
other stores and provisions at those places, and to keep 
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the commmiiGation secure from auy sudden incursions of 
the enemy, until the Board of War or General Washington 
shall think it expedient to discharge the said militia. 

That to check any Insorrections of the disaffected, and to prereot 
small Parties of the Enemy traversing the State of PennsylTania, it 
be recommended to tho govemmeiit of the said State, forthwith to 
deposit in the hands of the County Lieatenanta of the well affected 
Clounties of the said State, snfficient Qnantaties of Ammunition to be 
used in an Eknergenoy.* 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be referred 
to the delegates of Pensylvania. 

Another report from the Board of War was read ; 
Whereupon, 

Besolvedy That it be earnestly recommended to the sev- 
eral states, to take the most speedy and effectual measures 
for raising their quotas of men, agreeably to the resolu- 
tions of the 26 February and to cause the men, so raised* 
or which had been raised, previous to the passing that 
resolve, to march to their places of rendezvous without 
delay, taking care that as many as possible come armed 
and accoutred: and, that a more certain and adequate 
supply of accoutrements may be provided, 

Sesoived, That it be recommended to each State, to 
appoint some suitable person or persons, to get made, with 
fdl possible despatch, as many compleat setts of accoutre- 
ments and spare bayonet sheaths as shall be sufficient for 
their respective quotas of troops; the cartridge boxes to 
be made to hold at least 29 rounds of cartridges when 
made up with ounce-balls, and the cover of good sub- 
stantial leather, with a small cover or flap under it, that 
the ammunition may be most effectually guarded against 
rain : and to prevent impositions from the workmen, that 

'Hill report, In the writing of Bldurd Peten, Ii In the Papen <tf tht Qmtmmtol 
Qmgrm. So. 147, 1, folio 66«. 
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proper inspectore be appointed to examine and receive 
the accontremeuts, with orders to reject snch as are bad 
and insufficient; and that the accontrements, so provided, 
be sent forward with the troops, or as soon after as 
possible : 

That, in case in any State they have quantities of tin, 
instead of the cartouch boxes, an equal number of tin 
cartridge canisters be furnished agreeable to a pattern or 
description to be sent by the Board of War. 

Resolved, That the farther consideration of the report 
be postponed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 3o, 1778 

A letter, of this day, from W. Buchanan, was read: ^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed 
to revise the system of the commissary's department; 
and that a member be added to the said committee in the 
room of Mr. [John] Harvie, who is absent; 

The member chosen, Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee. 

A letter, of 7, from Egbert Benson, to the delegates of 
the State of New York, was read. 

A letter, of 15, from W. Palfrey, Esq- pay master gen- 
eral, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasiuy. 

In consequence of an adjustment by the commissioners 
of claims, the auditor general reports. 

That there is due to Allan M'Donald, Alexander 
M'Donald, Allan M'Donald, Beynald and Archibald 
M'Donald, prisoners at Fredericktown, Maryland, and 
their three servants, fifteen weeks' allowance, from the 
20 November last to 5th instant both days included, at 

■Thifl Mter is in the Popwt of tht Ooniinenlai CtmjrrtM, No. 78, U, folio 411. 
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3 66/90 dollars for themselTes each, and one dollar for 

each servant, 325 dollars, which sum is to foe paid to 
either of the M'Donald's:* 

Ordered, That the said siun foe paid. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the 
Marine Committee; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That officers of the continental navy not in 
actual service, be allowed their pay, hut not their rations, 
nor the subsistence money allowed by the resolution of 
the 25 July, 1777: 

That such officers of the navy as are or may foe taken 
by the enemy, foe allowed the pay while in the enemy's 
possession or under parole, and rations during their cap- 
tivity, deducting therefrom such supplies, as they may, 
in that time, have received from the enemy. 

FouB o'Clook, p. m. 

A letter, of the 16, from General Washington, with two 
papers enclosed, was read:' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
War, who are directed to report this evenii^. 

The committee to whom was referred the representation 
from the president and council of Pensylvania, broi^ht 
in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the supreme executive council of Pen- 
sylvania be requested to take measures, that the law lately 
passed in that State, for the express purpose of filling 
magazines for the use of the continental army, be effectu- 
ally executed by the commissioners named in the said 
law,* for obtaining the 30,000 barrels of flour directed to 

> This report, dated March 19, ia in the Papen of fht Omftncntof Omgrttt, No. 136, 
II, folio 171. 

*Thifl letter Ib in the Paper* t^ the QmHnenUU Oonffrett, So. 162, V, folio 379. 

■The ori(piial report here inserted: "Ae Congcese have placed great Confldecce In 
tlietr Ezertiona*" 
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be laid up, on the east side of Susquehanna, and such 
other kinds of provaions a& may be in their power to pro- 
cure, [unless Congress shall find that quantity of flour 
unnecessary to be procured, and shall give orders accord- 
ingly : ] ^ that the commissioners who act on the west side 
of Susquehanna, use their endeavours to purchase and lay 
up such quantities of provisions, and in such places as the 
Board of War shall deem necessary for the use of the army 
in case of emergency : 

That Congress conceive all cause of complaint against 
the instructions of the Board of War to their superintend- 
ents must now cease, as three of the said superintendents 
have been dismissed,' and it is expressly enjoined upon 
the others to conform to the regulations of the State in 
which they are, from time to time, employed : 

Th a t it is not the dcfflPo of - C?OD g fre as , - tha t- aDy Offioop of the United 
B totoo, ohould with impunity offend a g i niiB fe- ^e Laws of any p a ttieolaF 

That Coiq f Fe aS t tho Board of W a r and tbo ' Cwnm a ndow of oToiy 
Atmyj from th e natupo of thoir oh ft F g o B , must aoooo B orily bnyo a nd 
^o g ei fl o ft powoT to ordof Impfo afl o s of C a FHa g e a t atd othoF Artiolc fl ) 
in ca ooo of ogtwwFdinft p y Emof g onoy j b«t it ia tbo wish of ConyHB S 
l hatr e¥ Opy po as iblo attention Bhould bo paid t o - tbe Iowa of S toto fl ^ a nd 
the -Big ht S' of Indiyiduols. ' 

That the president of the State of Pensylvauia be 
informed that whatever rate the legislature of that State 
has fixed for the wages of waggons, shall be paid for the 
wf^gons of that State employed in the service of the 
Continent since those rates were enacted : 

That Major 6l«neral Mifflin, late quarter master general, 
be directed to cause an immediate payment to be made of 
all wages justly due from him to the inhabitants of the 

'These Tords were inserted bj Henry Lanrena. 
'The original report here iiiBertod: "for their nnjaatiflable practicee." 
* Against this pantgmph is written: "Frevloas question carried." 
4938-07 18 
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State of Pensylrania, whose waggons hare been employed 
by him in the continental Berrlce: 

That the conumssioners appointed by the law of Pen- 
sylvania to fill certain magazines for the use of the con- 
tinental army, be directed to confine their purchases 
within the limits of their own State.* 

A letter from Thomas Kite, of Berkley, la Yii^inia, to 
the president of the Board of War, was read : 

Ordered, That it be returned to the Board of War, and 
that they be directed to take proper measures by writii^ 
to the deputy commissary general of purchases in that 
State, or to Mr. Hite, for securing the bacon mentioned 
in his letter. 

Congress resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 
||to consider farther the report of the committee on the 
letters relative to the claims of Boderique Eortales & 
Co. II and after some time, the President resumed the 
chair, and Mr. F[raucis] L[ightfoot] Lee reported, that 
the committee have had ||the samell iinder their further 
consideration, and have come to some resolutions thereon, 
which he was directed to report when the house is ready 
to receive it : 

Ordered, That it be now received, and that the consid- 
eration thereof be postponed till to morrow. 

The Board of War, to whom the letter of the 16, from 
General Washington, was referred, having reported 
thereon. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the report be post- 
poned till to morrow. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

'This report, in the writiiig of Abraham Clark, is in the Papen of Ae CbntuMnlnl 
Qmffrm, No. 80, II, foUo 36. 
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SATURDAY, MARCH ai, 1778 

A letter, of the 7, from Geo^e Clymer, Esq'; one, of 
the 2d, from Colonel G. Moi^n ; one, of the 8th August, 
1777, from Bernardo de Galves, governor of New 
OrleanB; one, of the 19 November, from Francis Crurati, 
commandant at Illinois ; also, a letter, of 17 instant, from 
General Washington, enclosing an extract of a letter of 
7th, from Brigadier Parsons, and copies of two letters, 
one dated 2, and the other 27 December, from General 
Putnam, were read.* 

Congress took intoconsideration the report of the Board 
of War on the General's letter ; Whereupon, 

Besolved, That the command of all the troops which 
now are, or shall be collected and stationed in the State 
of New York, and in the whole northern department, be 
vested in one general officer ; that this officer have in 
charge all the forts, posts, and passes therein, and 
authority to erect and make such fortifications' as he, 
with the advice of Governor Clinton, and the general 
officers there, shall judge necessary for securing the same, 
and to execute all the powers lately given by Congress 
and the Board of War, relative to the defence of the North 
River. 

That Governor Clinton be requested to yield to the said 
general officer all the aid in hia power in erecting and 
making the fortifications and obstructions aforesaid : 

That, for the more speedy defence of the North !Kver, 
the said general officer, or, in case of his absence or sick- 
ness, the officer next in command, in the district above 
described, be directed forthwith to draw together, at the 

>Th« Mter ol ajrmer is iu the Pap«r< of the CtmUnenUd Qmgrm, No. 63, folio 98; 
tut of WuhingtoD ie in No. 153, V, folio No. S98. 
•Th« oiiginal lepoit here added "and obatmctioiH." 
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Highlands, such of the troops therein as he shall deem 
expedient. 

And as the works would be greatly expedited if most of 
the continental troops now at Albany were employed 
therein ; to enable him to do this, the said general officer 
is hereby authorized to ask of the government of the State 
of New York such numbers of their militia as he shall 
judge necessary, to serve at Albany, for the security of the 
arsenal and m^azines there, until the obstructions at the 
highlands are in such condition as to render any sadden 
attempt upon Albany by that pass impracticable: 

That, for manning the gun boats and floating battmes 
built or building on the North Biver, the said general 
officer have power to engage the necessary officers and 
men, for such time, and on such terms, as he shall judge 
proper/ 

Five o'Clock, p. m. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of William Stanton, Esqrf for 8,670 dollars, in 
discharge of a draught by William Palfrey, Esq' pay 
master general, dated 15th instant on the I^esident, in 
favour of the stud Stanton, for that sum, expressed to be 
for the use of the army of the United States; for which 
the pay master general is to be accountable.^ 
A petition from James Korris was read:' 
Ordered^ That it be referred to a conunittee of three : 
The members chosen, Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett, Mr. 
[Edward] Langworthy, and Mr. [Thomas] M'Keau. 

■This report, dated Harcli 30, !b in the Papen of lh« 0>ntmental Oongrtti, Na 147, 
I, folio 6A3. The membere praeent were Gates, Pickeriiig and Petere. 

*Thie report in In the Paptri of the Contmentid Cbngrttt, No. 136, II, folio 173. 

'This petitioa, dated Much ft, is ic the Paptn of tKt Omttncntol Cm^ren, No. 42, 
V, folio 4S3. 
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Resolved, That the Board of War he directed to nomi- 
nate a proper person to serve as town major in the town 
of York, or such other town as Congress shall sit in, and 
to give proper orders that all strangers arriving at or 
passing through such town, shall be duly examined, and 
report duly made touching such matters as may any way 
relate to the public safety; also, to order proper guards 
to be stationed at all the ferries on Susquehanna river, 
from the mouth thereof to Harris* Ferry, inclusive, and 
to give proper instructions to the offtcers commanding 
such guards relative to the examinations, (and arrest, if 
necessary) of all persons who shall attempt to cross the 
said river. 

The committee to whom was referred the memorial of 
Alexander Forster, &c. report, 

" That having examined the account of the said Alex- 
ander Forster, and gained the best information they were 
able of the prices of the salt, rum, and sugar taken or 
bought by the commissary for the use of the army, the 
latter end of October and beginning of November last, in 
New Jersey, they find the same to be as follows: good 
imported salt, [£7.10] 20 dollars per bushel; rum, [SOs] 
6 2/3d dollars per gallon; sugar, [£40.] 106 2/3d dollars 
per hundred; they are therefore of opinion, that the 
commissary or deputy commissary general of purchases 
should settie the account with A. Forster & Co. at the 
price and rate aforesaid, and allow tbem lawful interest 
after the time that payment ought to have been made; 
and that the flour Mr. Forster has received In payment, 
he estimated at the then current price : '" 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

The committee to whom were referred the letters of the 

*This report, in Uie writiiig of Edward I^ngworthj, is In the Papen <^ tftc Om- 
tHWNtal Omgrm, No. 19, II, folio 311. 
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nth and 12, from the Marquis de la Fayette, brought in a 
report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to 
prepare the draught of a letter, to be signed and sent by 
the President, to the marquis, in answer to the said 
letters: 

The members chosen, Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee, 
Mr. [Thomas] Burke, and Mr. [Thomas] M*Eean. 

Resolved, That the powers given to Major Gleneral 
M'Dougal, by General Washington, mentioned in his 
letter of the 16th, be confirmed by Congress : 

That Colonel Tan Schaick's and Colonel James LIt- 
ingston's regiments be ordered to Peeks Kill: 

That Governor Clinton and Governor Trumbull be 
requested to give every assistance in their power to Gen- 
eral M'Dongal for perfecting the defence of the North 
River. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, MARCH 33, 1778 

A letter, of 28 February, from Otis & Andrews, of 
Boston, with sundry papers enclosed, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter of 16, from General Washington, was read, and 
also one, enclosed from Colonel Webb, requesting leave to 
resign his commission : 

Ordered, That the General's letter be referred to tiie 
Board of War: 

That Colonel Webb have leave to resign.* 

The Board of War having transmitted to Congr^s the 
following letters, viz. one, of the 19, from Colonel Hol- 

>Tbe letter of Wuhington la is the Papen of the Omtineniol Qmgra*, No. ISS; V, 
folio SB5; tut of Chvlw Webb ia on folio 391. 
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lingsworth to the Board, one, of the 18th, from the same, 
to Colonel Buchanan, and one of 21 February, from Gen- 
eral Washington, to Colonel HoUingsworth ; the same 
were read and returned to the Board : 

A letter, of 18, from General Washington, with one 
enclosed from Brigadier Smallwood, was read. * 

In consequence of an adjmtment by the commissioners 
of claims, the auditor general reports. 

That there is due to Samuel Downe, Esq^ his pay as 
commissioner of accounts at Hartford, from 4 February, 

1777, to 18 March, 1778, a balance of 1198 dollars: 
That there is due to Timothy Edwards, Esq' his pay as 

commissioner for Indian affairs in the northern depart- 
ment, to 11 January, 1778, 460 dollars: 

That there is due to John Spangler, for the transporta- 
tion of the baggage of the Pensylvania militia in January, 

1778, 52 dollars: 

That there is due to George Pentz, for transporting 
the baggage of Pensylvania militia in January, 1777, 52 
dollars: 

That there is due to Jacob Lefever, for transporting 
baggage of Pensylvania militia in July, 1776, 28 dollars : 

That there is due to Peter Wolf, for victualling sundry 
parties of Pensylvania militia, 11 86/90 dollars : 

Ordered, That the said sums be paid. 

The commissioners of claims report, "That they have 
examined the accounts of the Board of War up to the 4 
February, and find a balance due by the Board to the 
United States of 459 75/90 dollars, which is paid to them 
(the commissioners) and for which they are ready to 
account, and are to be chained therewith." * 

■TbeMlettenare m\h»Papen of the OontmaUal Q>ngrm,^o. 1S2, V, f<dioB 406 
and 409. 
'TUervportiaiathePapericifthe CkmHnenttd Oongreu, No. 136, II, (oliolTfi. 
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A certificate of Lieateniuit Colonel Adam Hubley, in 
favor of Lieutenant Berwick, was read : 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Five o'Clook, p. u. 

Mr. [Samuel] Chase, a delegate from Maryland, 
attended, and took his seat. 

A letter, of the 20, from Governor Johnson, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The committee to whom was referred the petition of 
James Norris, brought in a report: Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of James Norris for 1,527 60/90 dollars, in full pay- 
ment of his capture from the enemy on the 9 January, 
1777, at Elizabeth town, in New Jersey, which was dis- 
posed of to the army of the United States. 

Resolved, That General Conway be directed to repair to 
the army at Peeks Kill, now under the command of Gen- 
eral M*Dougal, who, while he continues in that command, 
is authorized to draw on Jonathan Trumbull, Esq' pay 
miaster in the northern department, for money to answer 
such demands as relate to the army on Hudson's river. 

A petition of Captain Sullivan, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 15, from John Baynton, was read : ^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of the delegates of the State of Maryland, for 100,000 dol- 
lars, to be by them transmitted to the governor and coun- 

■ The petition of SulUnn, dated Huch 23, is tn the Papert of lit» Omtxaental Qm- 
grm, Na 42, VII, folio 61. 
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cil of that State, for the purpose of purchasing provisions 
for the grand army; the said State to be accountable:^ 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer for 1100 dollars^ 
in favour of Major General Gates; for which he is to 
account. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee of the whole on tiie letters relative to the claims 
of Boderique Hortales & Go. and after debate, 

Orderedy That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of the Committee of Commerce, for 20,000 dollars, to be 
paid to Mr. de Francey, agent for Roderique Hortales & 
Co. alias Mons. Beaumarchais, and charged to the account 
of the said Roderique Hortales & Co. or Beaumarchais, 
and that the exchange be adjusted at the rate of 400 per 
cent. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 34, 1778 

A letter, of 27 January, from Colonel Gansevoort, and 
one, of the 12 instant, from Brigadier Learned, requesting 
leave to resign his commission, were read:' 

Ordered, That the letter from Colonel Gansevoort, be 
referred to the Board of War. 

Resolved, That the resignation of Brigadier Learned be 



A letter, of 23 January, from the council of Massachu- 
setts bay, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
Aletter, of the 10, and one of the 12, fromMajor General 

' This report ig in the Fiq>at of the Continental Oongrai, No. 136, II, folio 179. 
*Tbe letter of Learned is in the Papere of the Omtiaenlal Oongrm, No. 78, XIV, 

folio aos. 
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Heath, were read, the former enclosing copies of the fol- 
lowing letters, viz. one of the 4th, from Captain Dal- 
rymple to Lieutenant General Biu^oyne; one of the 8th, 
to General Bni^yne, and General Btii^oyne's answer of 
the 9th, and sundry letters that passed between Major 
General Heath and Captain Dalrymple ; also a request of 
Lieutenant Colonel Sutherland, of the 47th regiment.^ 

Ordered, That so much of the letter of the 10th, as 
relates to money, be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of John Bradley, for 20,000 dollars, to be conveyed to 
John Baynton, Esq' deputy pay master general for the 
western district; the said pay master to be accountable: 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
Thomas Stuart, for 10,500 dollars, to discharge a draught 
of his excellency Richard Caswell, governor of Nort^ 
Carolina, on the treasurer, dated Newborn, 22 December, 
1777, for 10,000 dollars, in favour of William Skinner, 
Esq' treasurer of the northern district of the said State, 
expressed to be for the purpose of purchasing leather and 
deer-skins, agreeably to a resolve of Congress; and John 
Ashe's draught on the treasurer, dated 18 April last, for 
500 dollars, in favour of Major Hardy Murfree, expressed 
to be for the use of the continental troops ; the said State 
to be accountable.' 

Five o'Clock, p. m. 

A motion was made, that Congress sit but once a day, 
from nine in the morning to two in the afternoon, pre- 
cisely; Whereupon, the previous question was moved, 
and, the same beii^ put, passed in the afiOrmative. 

'The letter ot the 13th is in the I^pen cflhe Oontmmlal Cmj/reu, No. 57, folio 239. 
■Thii M^rt ia in the Ptgitn i^tht OwUteentoJ Oongrtti, No. 136, II, folio ISl. 
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The main question being then put, and the 


yeas an 


nays required, 








Nob Eamp^ire, 




Ddimars, 




Mr. Frost, decimal 


answering 


Mr. M'Eean, 


ay lay 


FolBom, 


no} no 


Maryl(md, 




Xwmchmittt Buy, 




Mr. Cliase, 


•y 


Mr. Gerry, 


°°lno 


Forbes, 


ay ay 


Lovell, 


no} 


Henry, , 


ay 


Dana, declined aDswering 


Tirgmia, 




Bhodt liLimd, 




Mr. F. L. Lee, 


•^lav 


Mr. EUery, 


ay [ay 


Buiister, 


ayt'^ 


Conmiii(mt, 




North CarcUna, 




Mr. Dyer, 


noi 
nol°» 


Mr. Harnett, 


7M 


Wolcott, 


Bnrke, 


JKw T«fk, 




Smith OaroKmi, 




Mr. Lewis, 


ayr 


Mr. Laurens, decFd 


answer'g 


Nvm Jitney, 




Qsorgvi, 




Mr. Clarli, 


no) 


Mr. Langworttiy, 


ay J ay 


Scodder, 


no) 






PeRfu^Zvonio, 








Mr. Eoberdeao, 


no 






James Smith, 


ay no 






Clingaji, 


no 







So it was resolved in the affinnatiTe. 
Adjourned to 9 o'Clook to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 35, 1778 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Orderedi, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of the Marine Committee for 3,000 dollars, for the piirpose 
of defraying their contingent expences ; for which they are 
to be accountable.' 

■This report ia in the Paper* oflht OmlmoUal Cbn^rai, Ho. 136, II, folio 166. 
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Congress resumed the consideration of the report of 
the committee of the whole, and after debate, 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of the Board of War, for 200,000 dollars, for public serv- 
ice ; the said Board to be accountable. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed and 
authorized to enquire into the state of the purchases of 
wheat and flour, for the use of the army, made by the 
superintendents, the commissioners of the State of Pen - 
sylvania, and the purchasing commissaries, and report 
thereon : 

The members chosen, Mr. James Smith, Mr. [Samuel] 
Chase, and Mr. [William] Ellery. 

A letter from the Board of War was read. 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 36, 1778 

A memorial from W. Bedlow was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of the 24 February, from the council of Mas- 
sachusetts bay, respecting allowances to be made to sick 
and woimded soldiers, was read.^ 

A letter, of 17, from Governor Livingston, was read, 
informing that, as prisoners begin to pass through 
Princeton, and recruits soon will, he has found it neces- 
sary to appoint Mr. Thomas Stockton to be issuing com- 
missary there, and fixed his wages at 20 dollars a month, 
and allowed his clerk two-thirds of a dollar per day:* 

'This letter Is in the Papen qfthe Omtmeatol Qmgreu, No. 66, 1, folio 288. Itia 
Indoised: "There aie no reeolnlJonB of CongrcM rapecting nldleis is aaj of the 
drcnmstancM mentioned in ttiia letter." 

■This letter ia in the i^ipert of At Can^nfattd Omgrm, No. 68, folio S45. 
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Resolved, That Congress approve the appointment. 

Ordered, That the letter be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

A letter, of 27 January, from Colonel Gansevoort, was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the letter of the 
25, from the Board of War; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five, tuid 
that they confer with the Board of War and report spe- 
cially on the subjects mentioned therein : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Francis] Dana, Mr. [Sam- 
uel] Chase, Mr. [Thomas] M'Kean, Mr. [Nathaniel] 
Scudder and Mr. [Nathaniel] Folsom. 

Congress having great reason to expect an invasion of 
the State of Delaware, and being apprehensive that the 
enemy will be assisted or joined by the disaffected there, 
and considering the present condition of that govern- 
ment, and its inability to exercise such powers as are 
immediately and absolutely necessary for its preservation : 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, That Brigadier Small- 
wood be directed to secure the persons of Thomas White, 
Charles Gordon, and such other inhabitants of that State 
as he shall, upon good grounds, suspect to be disaffected, 
and whose being at large will be dangerous to the inde- 
pendence of these states, and to send them imder guard 
to such safe place or places as he shall think proper. 

Two of the committee lately sent to camp being re- 
turned, moved sundry resolutions respecting the army, 
which were read : 

Resolved, Hiat all military Officers oomtnusioDed by Cocfifress, who 
nov are or hereafter may be Id the service of these United States, and 
shall continae therem to the end of this present War, shall, when not 
annexed to any Corps of established Troops or holdingf or enjoying 
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any Office of Profit nnder these Uaited States or any ^£A«n, beenti- 
tled to receive animaUy, the one half psrt of the pay of officers of 
equal rank is the actual service of the eaid United States at the time 

BQch half pay becomes dne. And th a t a n e h ha i l p a y 
1 Offieow s h a ll a t a ll timo e be s nbjoot to the ro g nlatioP B rf 

CongwMO, and hold tbemDdw B in Fo a diDC BB- fo f t 'aa d - bo 
liable to b e o a llod into a c t u a l ■■fl emeo r Provided always that no 

Cavalry, Artillery, or Infantry]* shall be entitoled by 
A|TM< virtue of this resolntion to receive more than the one half 

part of the pay of a Colonel of the CoipB) or liko Coq w of 
rtiat t o whioh ho belonged, then in a ueh a e t oal Bwwee [anch Corps 
respectively.]' Unlco s Congro BB a hall think fit to pve B ooh C t onoi a l 
Offioof two Bo g iment s in which co s o ho s hall be ontitlod to roeeivoth e 
ono half p a rt i of a CoIodoI'o p a y fo? e a ch Begimont go givon him r 
BesdvedThat all such military Commisaioned Officers shall in time 

of Peace be authorized to dispose of their Commissions to 
AsTMi snch persons as shall be approved in such manner and 

under sach regulations as Congress shall order and direct 
Ih'Wndad, that no purchaser of any such Commissions shall be 

entitled to receive halfpay upon such Commissions longer 
*«tMi than during the life of the original holder of such Com- 

mission. 
Sesoloed that the Widows of all CoBunissioned Officers, who dur- 
ing the present war shall hereafter be killed in the service of the said 

United States, shall during their Widowhood be entitled 
i«rM« to receive the one part of the pay which her Husband 

was entitled to receive at the time of his death, by virtue of 
his commission, provided that such part of such pay shall not exceed the 
half pay which her Husband might have been entitled to receive by 
virtue of the foregoing resolution had he survived tlie War.* 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed 
till to morrow. 
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

>InBei1ed by Henry LanroiiB. 

*Tbk report, in the writing of Francia Dana, ia in the l^ipen oftht Ooiainatlal 
Oongrttt, No. 21, folio 201. It is endoieed, " Beid 26 Hatch; poMponed for S7." 
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FRIDAY, MARCH vj, 1778 

A letter, of 20, from the Marquis de la Fayette, was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of four: 

The members choseu, Mr. [William] Duer, Mr. 
[Thomas] M'Kean, Mr. [Samuel] Huntington, and Mr. 
F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee. 

A letter, of the 26, from the council of Pensylvania, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Mesolved, That the fortifications and works at Ticon- 
deroga and Mount Independence be demolished, and that 
the Board of War give the necessary orders for carrying 
this resolution into execution. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in 
favour of Major John Clark, for 800 dollars, for the pur- 
pose of paying the contingent expences of the auditor's 
of&ce in the army; he to be accountable. 

The Board of Treasury having informed Congress that 
Mr. Joseph Henderson, chosen one of the auditors of 
accounts for the northern district, for reasons set forth in 
his letter to the Board, is unable to accept the appoint- 
ment; 

Resolved, That another commissioner be appointed, and 
that to morrow be assigned for that purpose. 

In consequence of an adjustment by the commissionero 
of claims, the auditor general reports, 

That the commissioners have examined the accounts of 
Captain William Scott, for pay due to his officers and 
men to the end of February, 1778, and subsistence to the 
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19th of the same month ; also recruitiug expences and ez- 
pences of marching to this place, amounting to 2,747 30/90 
dollars, exclusive of 180 dollaro which he claims for 
bounty paid to nine men who have absconded ; of which 
he says he has received from Colonel Thmston 1,400 
dollars, and by a warrant on the treasurer the sum of 500 
doUars, which two sums deducted from the amount of his 
account, there remains a balance of 847 30/90 dollars: 

That they have examined the accounts of Christopher 
Ludwig, superintendent of bakers for the continental 
army, amounting to 5,315 43/90 dollars, including his pay 
to the 3d instant, of which he has received from Mr. 
Stewart, commissary of issues, 400 dollars, and from Mr. 
Buchanan, conmiissary general of purchases, 3,250 dol- 
lars, which two sums being deducted from his account, 
there remains a balance of 1,665 43/90 dollars, including 
100 dollars advanced to Michael Harvey, at Burlington; 
for which he is hereafter to account : 

Orderedy That the said balances be paid. 

Ordered, That the said report, so far as relates to Cap- 
tain Scott's claim of 180 dollars, be re-committed to the 
Board of Treasury. 

Besolved, That in case the State of Pensylvania shall 
grant to Colonel Thomas Hartley the State bounty for 
the men that may be inlisted in that State for his regi- 
ment, the State shall have credit in its quota of troops for 
such men. 

A report from the Board of War, relative to Captain 
Ebenezer Sullivan, was read: 

At a Board of War, JfojvA £6, 1778 

Preseot. Gen. Gates, Geo Mifflin, Col Pickering, Mr Peters. 

On c»n8id6ring the papers referred to the Board of War relative 
to Captain Sullivan, Agreed to report to Congress: 

Resoimed, That Capt" Ebenezer SoUivan be allowed his pay and 
rations during the time he has been and shall remain a prisoner of 
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war; also such a snin as shall be Uiought reasonable to reimboTse him 
for his ezpencea in his journey hither on the business mentioned in 
his petition; and that it be referred to the Treasury Board to adjust 
the same.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [William] Duer, Mr. J[ames] 
Smith and Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 

Resolved, That the propositions moved yesterday, re- 
specting the army, be referred to a committee of the 
whole Congress. 

Congress was then resolved into a committee, and after 
some time, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. 
[Francis Lightfoot] Lee reported, that the committee 
have had under consideration the propositions referred to 
them, but not having come to any determination thereon, 
desired leave to sit again : 

Resolved, That Congress, this afternoon, resolve itself 
into a committee of the whole, to consider farther the 
propositions respecting the army. 

In consequence of an adjustment by the commissiouers 
of claims, the auditor general reports, 

That there is due to Mr. [Nathaniel] Folsom, for his 
and Mr. [Francis] Dana's expences on a committee to 
camp, and for his expences returning, the sum of 
110 57/90 dollars:' 

Ordered, That the said account be paid. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the certificate of Lieutenant Colonel 
Hnbley, of the 22 instant, representing, that Lieutenant 
James Berwick had performed the duty of judge advocate 
since the 4th day of February last, in a general court 

'This report is in the Papen oftht Contmenbd Congrai, No. 147, I, folio 667. 
■ This Import is in the Aip<rio/fA« Oaidinentai Conffrt**, So. 136, 11, folio 1S3. 
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martin ordered by the Commander in Chief, in which 
Lieutenant Colonel Hubley was president, be referred to 
Major Clark and M. Clarkson, Esquires auditors in the 
army, who are directed to consult with General Wash- 
ington and report to bim a proper allowance, to be paid 
out of the military chest, for the services performed by the 
said Lieutenant Berwick. 

Beaolvedy That John Lawrance, Esq' judge advocate 
general, be hereafter allowed seventy-five dollars per 
month, his former rations, and forage for two horses. 

Resolved f That the commissioners, appointed to enquire 
into the causes of the miscarriage of the expedition against 
Newport, [exhibit their accounts to the deputy pay master 
general, or any of his assistants in the eastern depui;- 
ment, who are authorized and directed to pay the same.]* 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Derick Ten Broek, 
Esq' commissioner of the continental loan ofSce in the 
State of New York, for 27,313 dollars, in favour of Jona- 
than Trumbull, Jun' Esq' p^y master in the northern 
department, for the use of his department ; and for which 
he is to be accountable.' 

A letter, of 24, from General Washington, with sundry 
papers enclosed, was read.' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
War. 

Congress was resolved into a committee, and after some 
time, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. F[rancis] 
L[ightfoot] Lee reported, that the committee have had 
under their farther consideration the propositions respect- 
ing the army, but not having come to a conclusion, desire 
leave to sit again : 

Resolved, That to morrow morning Congress be resolved 

'The words in bracketB were an amendment to the oiigiiutl report 

'This report is in the Papen of the Cbnitnental Omgnn, No. 186, II, folio 187. 

■ThigIetterieinthePi^<r*o/t^<:i'n'>»<nfaiOmfnM*, No. 162, V, folio 416. 
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into a committee of the whole, to consider farther the 
propositions referred to them. 
Adjourned to 9 o' Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, MARCH aS, 1778 

A letter, of this day, from Count Pulaski, was read.* 

Congress took into consideration a report of the 19, 
from the Board of War ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Count Pulaski retain his rank of briga- 
dier in the army of the United States, and that he raise 
and have the command of an independent corps to consist 
of sixty-eight horse, and two hundred foot, the horse to 
be armed with lances, and the foot equipped in the man- 
ner of light infantry: the corps to be raised in such way 
wid comjwsed of such men as General Washington shall 
think expedient and proper; and if it shall be thought by 
General Washington that it will not be Injurious to the 
serrice, that he have liberie to dispense, in this particular 
instance, with the resolve of Congress against inlisting 
deserters.* 

A letter, of 15, from Major General Schuyler, at Albany, 
with a copy of the minutes of a conference held by the 
commissioners of Indian affairs of the northern depart- 
ment, with a number of Sachems and Warriors of the Six 
Nations at Johnston, the 7 of March, 1778; and a letter 
of 16, from Mr. [James] Duane, were read:* 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
War. 

■This letter ia in the Paper* of the Oantinental Congreu, No. 164, folio 1. 

'Thia report, is the writing of Peters, ia in the Papen of the Continental Oongreat, 
No. 147, 1, folio 567. The membera preeent were Gates, Fickeriog Rnd Peters. In 
the Bune Tolnme, on folio 549, are " Thoughts about the objectiotie made against 
iDUtrtiiig Deeertera of the Rnemy," bat not in Pulaski's writing. 

■The letter of Schuyler ia in tlie Papa-it of the OotiJittental Congreu, No. 153, HI, 
foUoSSS. 
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The committee to whom were referred the petitions of 
William Bell and James Gallagher, brought in a report^ 
which was read. 

The committee to whom were referred the extract of 
Q«neralWashii^;ton's letter of 27 February, and the letter 
of 6 March, from William Patterson, attorney general of 
New Jersey, brought in a report : 

That General WashingtoD be directed to order a Coart of Enqolry 
to be held upon Major General Schuyler, Major General Sinclair, 
Brif^ier General Poor, and Brigadier General I^tterson, previous 
to a trial by Court Martial, and that the Committee at Oamp be 
directed to state the Subject matters of Inquiry.* 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed 
to Monday next. 

Congress was resolved into a committee, and, after 
some time, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. 
F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee reported, that the committee 
have had under their farther consideration the proposi- 
tions respecting the army referred to them, but not hav- 
ing come to a conclusion, desire leave to sit again: 

Resolved, That this afternoon Congress be resolved into 
a committee of the whole, to consider farther the propo- 
sitions respecting the army. 

Four o'Clock, p. m. 

A letter, of 24, from General Washington, wid one, of 
26, from Charles Lewis, colonel of the 14 Virginia regi- 
ment, desiring leave to resign his commission, were read :* 

Resolved, That the resignation of Colonel Charles Lewis 
be accepted. 

Congress was resolved into a committee of the whole, 
and, after some time, the president resumed the chair, 

■ ThU report, in the writing of William Ellerjr, is in the Papert o} the QmlinenUU 
Qmgrai, No. 19, VI, foUo 233. 

'The letter o( Waehington ia in the Papen of lh« Omftnenlol Qmffrett, No. 152, V, 
[olio 419; that of Lewia ia in No. 76, XIV, folio 211. 
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and Mr. F[ranci8] L[ightfoot] Lee reported, that the 
committee have had under their farther consideration the 
propositions respecting the army referred to them, and 
have made some farther progress therein, but not having 
come to a conclusion, desire leave to sit again : 

Resolved, That on Monday Congress be resolved into a 
committee of the whole, to consider farther the proposi- 
tions respecting the army. 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, MARCH 30, 1778 

Congress being informed that Colonel Wadsworth is 
arrived in town, and waits the orders of Congress : 

Resolved, That a committee of four be appointed to 
confer with him, and enquire whether he will undertake 
the office of commissary general of purchases : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. 
[Abraham] Clark, Mr. [Francis Lightfoot] Lee and Mr. 
[Eliphalet] Dyer. 

At the request of Mr. [Eliphalet] Dyer and Mr. [Abra- 
ham] Clark, 

Ordered, That they be excused from serving as members 
of the Board of Treasury, and that two others be elected 
in their room : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott and Mr, 
[Nathaniel] Scudder. 

Congress proceeded to the appointment of an auditor 
of accounts in the northern district, in the room of Mr. 
Henderson, and a commissioner of accounts at the Board 
of Treasury, in the room of Mr. Benezet ; and 

Peter Boyer, Esq' was appointed one of the auditors of 
accounts in the northern district ; and 

William Denning, Esq' was appointed one of the com- 
missioners of accounts at tl^e Board of Treasury. 
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A letter, of the 4, and one, of the 6, from A. Gillon, 
were read: 

Ordered^ That they be referred to the Committee of 
Commerce, and that they report thereon. 

Resolved^ That a committee of three be appointed to 
prepare instructions to the commissioners appointed by 
General Washington to negotiate a cartel for the exchange 
of prisoners: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Chase, Mr. 
[Francis] Dana, and Mr. [William] Duer. 

A report from the Board of War was read, relative to 
Count Pulaski's corps : 

Resolved^ That the same be referred to the committee 
at camp, and that they be authorized to consult with 
Qeneral Washington and Brigadier Pulaski respecting 
the appointment of officers for that corps, and to act 
thereon as they judge proper and expedient. 

A petition from Lieutenant James Berwick was read :' 

Ordered^ That his account for services done in capacity 
of judge advocate of a general court martial held at 
Lancaster, from the 4 February to the 22 March, be paid. 

Mr. [William Henry] Drayton, a delegate from South 
Carolina, attended and produced the credentials of the 
appointment of delegates from that State, which were 
read, and by which it appears that the honble. Henry 
Laurens, William Henry Drayton, John Mathews, 
Thomas Heyward, and Richard Hutson, esquires are duly 
elected to represent that State in the Congress of the 
United States. 

The committee appointed to prepare instructions for 
the commissioners for settling a cartel, brought in a re- 
port, which was taken into consideration, and agreed to 
as follows : 

■This petitioii, dftted March 29, is ia the Ftipen of (he Oontmrnt^ OmgrtM, No. 1&, 

^ folio ifift 
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Whereas, Congress concur in opinion with Goneral 
Washington, that there are some ambiguities character- 
ising the measures taken by General Howe, respecting 
General Lee, which justify alarming surmises, notwith- 
standing all that has passed to the contrary: 

Resolved, That General Washington be informed that 
it is the intention of Congr^s that it should be a prelim- 
inary in the proposed cartel for a general exchange of 
prisoners, that Major General Lee be absolutely ex- 
changed for Major General Prescot, and if refused, that 
no exchange take place till the further order of Congress : 

That it be proposed to exchange Lieutenant Colonel 
Ethan Allen for Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, or Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Anstruther, and, if not acceded to, that 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell be sent back to the State 
of Massachusetts bay : 

That General Washington be further directed to in- 
struct the commissioners to be careful not to contravene, 
in settling the proposed cartel, any of the resolutions of 
Congress, particularly that of the 30 December, respect- 
ing such of the citizens of these states as may voluntarily 
join the enemy, and be taken in arms against these 
States: 

That, if the enemy will not consent to exempt citizens 
from capture, agreeably to the law of nations, the eom- 
missionere be instructed positively to insist on their ex- 
change, without any relation to rank : 

That General Washington be directed not to permit any 
article of the proposed cartel to be finally concluded with- 
out bis express approbation, and that the President be 
directed to inform him accordingly. 

The Committee on the Treasiuy brought in a report ; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in fa- 
vour of Joseph Nourse, pay master to the Board of 
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War and Ordnance, for 20,000 dollare, advanced npon 
application of the said Board, for the purpose of pay- 
ing Colonel Hartley's regiment, three months' pay; 
for an adrauoe to Christopher Ludwig, superintendent 
of bakers ; and for contingent expences of the Board ; the 
said pay master to be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of Mr. 
N[athauiel] Folsom, delegate from the State of New 
Hampshire, for 500 dollars advanced upon his application, 
and to be charged to the said State: 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
William Palfrey, Esq' pay master general, for 500,000 
dollars, for the use of his department; he to be account- 
able, and that it be transmitted to him by Joseph Nourse, 
pay master to the Board of War and Ordnance : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of tiie 
president and council of the State of Fensylvania, for 
30,000 dollars, to be by them put into the hands of proper 
persons, for the purpose of purchasing horses in the said 
State, for the use of the army of the United States; the 
said State to be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office in the State of Fen- 
sylvania, for 50,000 dollars, in favour of the president 
and council of the said State, to be by them put into the 
hands of proper persons, for the purpose of purchasing 
horses in that State, for the use of the army of the United 
States; the said State to be accountable.* 

The committee to whom the report of the Board of 
War, relative to Captain Ebenezer Sullivan was referred, 
brought in a report; Whereupon, 

That they bare conferred with, Captain SuIUran, who has commoni- 
cated to tbem hia motires for writing a letter to his Brother, General 

' ISda report bin the Paper* i^th« OotOinaiial Ooitfrai, No. 136, II, folio 189. 
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SalliTaD, dated MoDtrcal, Aagast 11, 1776, dnring the time he was 
a Hostage with the Enemy in Cimada; which Motives jour Committee 
aie of (pinion, cannot consistent with safety of Captain SulUvan be 
commanioated until! Captain Sullivaa shall be exchanged. 

Sesolved, That in consideration of the peculiarity of 
Captain Ebenezer Sullivan's case, he be allowed his pay 
and rations during the time he has been in captivity, and 
his pay while he shall continue a prisoner of war, any 
thing in the resolution of Congress of 19 January last to 
the contrary notwithstanding: 

That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to adjust 
the accounts of Captain SuUivan, and make him such 
compensation for his losses and extraordinary trouble as 
they shall deem equitable.^ 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 1778 

A letter from Mr. Wilkinson was read, desiring leave to 
resign his office of secretary to the Board of War: 

Resolved, That his resignation be accepted, and that his 
letter be returned as improper to remain on the files of 
Congress. 

A petition from H. Zedwitz was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 9 January, from John Peck Rathbun, was 
read; also, one from Colonel B. Tupper:' 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Marine Com- 
mittee. 

The Marine Committee, to whom was referred the Letter of Colonel 
Benjamin Tapper of the 19th March, 1778, beg Leave to report, that a 

'This report, in the writing of William Doer, ia in the Pi^itn qf the Oantmaaal 
Oongrat, No. 19, V, loUo 4eS. 

*The petitioii of Zedwits is in the FOpert of Ae Ctonttmntaj Oongrtn, No. 41, Z, 
fblio 741; the letter of Tapper ie in No. 78, XXII, folio 6G7. 
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Copy of said Letter should be tnuumitted to Isaac Smith, Ebenezer 
Storer and Willi&m Phillips, Esquires, of Boston, who are Commis- 
sioners appointed by the Marine Committee to settle aod adjust the 
accounts of Prizes, with the agent appointed by Qeneral Washington, 
Ac., and to require the said Agents to pay the sereral proportions 
justly due to the Captors, Ac.' 

A letter, of 27, from Colonel E. Blaine, deputy conmiia- 
aaxy general of purchases, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter of 26 February, from D. Cottiueau, captain of 
the ship Ferdinand, at Gape Lookout, North Carolina, 
with an invoice of her cai^o, was read : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce be author- 
ized, after a conference with the Board of War and the 
Marine Committee, to purchase such articles of the cargo 
as they shall deem expedient for the public service. 

Ordered, That the letter be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [William] Duer, Mr. [Sam- 
uel] Chase, and Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee. 

The Committee of Commerce, to whom was referred 
the letter from Mr. Gillon, brought in a report; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That, as Mr. Gillon hath accepted of an ap- 
pointment to command the navy of the State of South 
Carolina, and Congress have empowered their commis- 
sioner at Paris to appoint agents to transact the com- 
mercial affairs of these states, it is inexpedient to proceed 
upon his contract. 

Congress was resolved into a committee of the whole, 
and, after some time, the President resumed the chair, 
and Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee reported, that the 
committee have had under their farther consideration 

> This report, in the wriliiig of WlllUm EIIQ17, is in the Paper* 0/ Iht Cbnluwntal 
OMvrcM, No. 78, XXU, foUo 661. 
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the propositions relative to the army, but not having yet 
come to a conclusion, desire leave to sit again : 

Resolved, That Congress, this afternoon, be resolved 
into a committee of the whole, to consider farther the 
propositions relative to the army. 

Five o'Clock, p. m. 

Congress was again resolved into a committee of the 
whole, to consider farther the propositions relative to the 
army, and, after some time, the President resumed the 
chair, and Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee reported, that 
the committee have had under their farther consideration 
the propositions to them referred, and havii^ come to a 
conclusion thereon, he was ready to report: 

Ordered, That the consideration of the report be post- 
poned till to morrow. 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL i, 1778 

A letter, of 26 March, from General Greene, qu^«r 
master general, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 7 March, from Moses Emerson, was read, 
informing that he accepts the appointment to the office 
of commissioner of accounts in the middle district. 

Aletter, of 21 March, from Colonel D.Mason, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 11 March, from Major De Bois, at Albuay, 
was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

*The letter oi Oreen is In the Pap«r> af the ConHnenbd Oongrttt, No. 166, 1, (olio 
66; tb«t o( De Boil li in No. 76, U, foUo 407. 
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Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee of the whole Congress, respecting an establishment 
or allowance to officers after the war: 

After debate it was agreed, that amendments be moTed 
and made in the report, but that, after the amendments 
are made and the report gone through, the whole report, 
as amended, shall be open to debate, whether it shall be 
adopted by Congress or be sent to tlie states, and their 
opinion taken, previous to the final determination of 
Congress. 

FOUB O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Count Pulaski, for 10,000 dollars, for the purpose of 
purchasing horses and recruiting his corps. 

A letter, of 29 March, from General Washington, was 
read:^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee of the whole; Whereupon, 

It was moved, that the report be entered on the journal ; 

To which the previous question was moved, and the 
yeas and nays being required, 



JVew Samphire, 




ir«o York, 






Mr. Folsotu, 


no}no 


Mr. Lewis, 




•yl„ 


Ma^ackutetU lay. 




Duer, 




arpy 


Mr. (Jerry, 


sy 


Nmff Jersey, 






LoveU. 


ay ay 


Mr. Clark, 




no 


Dana, 


DO 


Scudder, 




M ■"» 


Rhode laUmd^ 










Mr. EUery, 


no J no 


Mr. James Smith, 


ay lay 


ConnecttGiU, 




Ddaware, 






Mr. Dyer, 


no 


Mr. M-Kean, 




ay lay 


Huntington, 


no no 








Wolcott, 


no 








"nua letter in In the Paptn ofAtOm 


lifunfal Oaagrm, No. 


162, V 


folio 421. 
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llaryUmi, 




&>u^A Garolma, 


Mr. CSiase, 


•y 


Mr. laorena, dec'd answer'g. 


Forbes, 


ay ay 


Drayton, no i no 


Heniy, 


DO 


fl^«»Via, 


Virginia, 




Mr. LAngwoithy, ay } ay 


Mr. F. L. Lee, 


ayr 




.yorti OamUna, 






Mr. Burke, | 


ay lay 





So it was resolved, that the main question be put. 
The main question being then put, and the yeas and 
nays required, 



Ifete Bampthire., 




Pe^lm^ia, 




Mr. Folaom, 


no J no 


Mr. James Smitli, 


ay (ay 


Magaachiisetts hay^ 




Dd4Janare, 




Mr. Gerry, 


ay 


Mr. M-Kean, 


ay lay 


Lovell, 


no no 


Umyland, 




Dana, 


no 


Mr. Ciase, 


ay 


Rhode JnUmd, 




Forbes, 


ay ay 


Mr. EUery, 


noino 


Henry, 


no 


Oormedicut, 




Tvrgima, 




Mr. Dyer, 


no 


Mr. F. L. Lee, 


ayr 


Huntington, 


no no 






Wolcott, 


no 


Mr. Burke, 


ay lay 


New Tork, 








Mr. Lewis, 


S)- 


Mr. Laurens, decl'd voting. 


Duer, 


Drayton, 


noino 


N&B Jersey^ 




Georgia, 




Mr. Clark, 


no 


Mr. Lengworthy, 


ay lay 


Scudder, 


no ■"» 







So the states were equally divided and the question lost. 
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, APRIL a, 1778 

A letter, of the 1st, from General Armstrong, at Car- 
lisle, was read.^ 

■ This letter is in the Aper«(if(ft«OM)titt«nlaI Om^r^M, No. 162, folio 26S. 
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A report from the Board of War, was read, respecting 
the employing a conductor to take charge of the wagons 
to be sent to the southward : 

Ordered, That the Committee of Commerce and the 
Marine Committee be directed to confer with the Board 
of War on the subject of the said report, and take such 
measures on the premises as they shall deem expedient. 

Ordered, That three members be added to the com- 
mittee appointed to confer with Colonel Wadsworth : 

The members chosen, Mr. [William Henry] Drayton, 
Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder, and Mr. [John] Banister. 

The report from the committee of the whole was called 
for; Whereupon, a question was moved, 

That the consideration of the said report be postponed, 
and the yeas and nays being required, 



Mutackuuttilay, 




mmilmd. 






Mr. Geiry, 


ay 


Mr. CHaee, 


ay 




Lovell, 


«y ay 


Forbea, 


ay 


ay 


D..., 


«y 


Henry, 


ay 




Bhcdeltltmd, 










Mr. Eliery, 


ay >y 


Mr. F. L. Lee, 


«y 


» 


CotmicHaa, 




Banister, 


ay 




Mr. Dyer, 


ay 


Xarth CarOmi, 






Hantington, 


ay ay 


Mr. Burke, 


•J 


ray 


Wolcott, 


ay 


Smth Oarolija, 






jr«o Tcrk, 




Mr. Laorens, 


no 




Mr. LevriB, 


'^l„ 


Drayton, 


no 


no 


Duer, 


ay 1*5' 


Oeorgia, 






^ew JepBey, 




Mr. lAngworthy, 


•y 


»y 


Mr. C!l«rk, 


•yl 








ScDdder, 


ayl'y 


















Mr. Hoberdeau, 


'^l.v 








James Smith, 


ayt'J' 









So it was resolved in the aflBrmative. 
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 1778 

A paragraph of a letter, of 25 March, from the navy 
board at Bordentown. to the Marine Committee, was laid 
before Congress : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 21 March, from General Washington, 
enclosing a copy of a letter to him from Dr. Rush, dated 
Princeton, 25 February, was read; also a letter of 9 
March, with a postscript of 19, from Br. Bush to Mr. 
[Daniel] Boberdeau, was laid before Congress:' 

Ordered, That the said letters be referred to a com- 
mittee of three : 

That the committee be directed to enquire into the 
charges contained in Dr. Rush's letters against Dr. Ship- 
pen, and into the conduct of Dr. Shippen as director 
general of the hospital, and report specially to Congress: 

That the committee be authorized to send for such per- 
sons and papers as they may judge necessary, and allow 
the reasonable and necessary expences of the witnesses 
attending this business : 

The members chosen, Mr. [William Henry] Drayton, 
Mr. [Samuel] Huntington, and Mr. [John] Banister. 

Resolved, That Mr. [Edward] Langworthy be appointed 
a member of the Marine Committee. 

FouB o'Clook, p. m. 

The committee appointed to confer with Mr. Wads- 
worth, brought in a report, which was read. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

'The letter of Wasbington is in Mxa Paj>ert of Ihe Cbnttncntol Omgreu, No. 152, V, 
lblio411; t^tof KushtoWaahlB^niBuiNo. 78,XIX,foIio, 211; and that of Bneh 
to Boberdeau, In the same Tolmne, folio 216. 
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Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in 
favour of the pay master of the Board of War and Ord- 
nance, on the application of that Bourd, for 70CN) dollars, 
for the use of Colonel Sheppard's and Captain Kings- 
bury's corps; for which the said pay master is to be 
accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer for 1000 dollara, 
in favour of Mr. E[liphalet] Dyer, upon his application; 
and that the same be charged to the State of Gonnecticnt.* 

In consequence of an adjustment by the commis^oners 
of claims, the auditor general reports, 

That there is due to Lieutenant James Berwick, for his 
services acting as judge advocate at a court martial held 
at Lancaster, from 4 February to 22 March, 1778, the sum 
of 235 dollars, and for his expencea in Yorktown, from 22 
March to this day, the sum of 30 dollars^ making together 
the sum of 265 dollars: 

That there is due to Captain Ebenezer Sullivan, for 
pay from 1 January, 1777, to 1st instant and 42 diAjn^ 
rations, deducting the sum of 120 dollars, received from 
Major General Heath, a balance of 494 dollars:' 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom the case of 
Captain E. Sullivan was referred, report, "that they 
have examined his account of expences for support of a 
party of troops commanded by Major Sherbum, in their 
march from St. John's to St. Ann's, amounting to 11 
dollars, and considered his loss of 250 dollars of public 
money, which, by affidavit, he declares were taken from 
him by the enemy, and are of opinion, that the said 
sums, together wiUi the farther sum of 750 dollars, mak- 
ing in the whole, 1011 dollars, should be paid to him, in 

'This report i« in tlie Papen of iht Oontmental Omgrett, No. 136, II, {olio 196. 
■This leport ia in the Paperi ofOu Omtm&nttd Omgrtu, No. 136, II, folio 191. 
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full compensation of his services and suffermgs as a 
hostage for the troops taken by the enemy at the Cedars, 
in May, 1776:'" 

Or^ed, That the said sum be paid. 

The Gonuoittee on the Treasury brought in a farther 
report: Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in 
favour of Mr. [Thomas] Burke, delegate from the State 
of North Carolina, for the sum of 1500 dollars, advanced 
on his application, and that the same be charged to the 
State of North Carolina. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the 
committee appointed to confer with Mr. Wadsworth, 
and after debate, 

Besolved, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed, till the committee sent to camp return. 

The Committee, on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer for 
200,000 dollars, in favour of William Buchanan, Esq' 
commissary general of purchases, for the use of the 
middle district; the said commissary general to foe 
accountable.' 

A report from the Board of War was read ; after debate, 

Ord^ed, That it be referred to a conunittee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. J[ames] Smith, Mr. [Abra- 
ham] Clark and Mr. [John] Henry. 

Ordered, That Mr. [Eliphalet] Dyer have leave of 



' This report, including the grant to Thomas Bnrke, ii In the Pegaen of Qte Omti- 
naUal Qmgreu, No. 136, U, foUo 196a. 

■The original report caUed for 600,000 dollara, to be equally divided among the 
Uiree districta. It la in the Aqiert of the Oonlmental Om^^rm, No. 136, II, folio 193. 
4938-W 20 
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A letter, of 21, and one of 24 March, from Major Gen- 
eral Heatii, were read.' 
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 



SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 1778 

A motion was made, that on Monday next Congress be 
resolved into a committee of the whole to consider the 
situation of the affairs of the United States : 

Whereupon, it was moved, that the consideration of 
this motion be postponed ; and the yeas and nays being 
required, 



Mamachugstts hay, 
Mr. Dana, 
Lovell, 
Shade lalandy 
Mr. EUery, 
(hrmectiout, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Woicott, 
New York, 
Mr. Lewis, 
Diier, 
JfmoJeneyt 
. Mr. Clark, 



ay fay 



ay 



*y| 



div 



ay 



Pennsylvania^ 
Mr. Boberdeaa, 
Jamee Smith, 



«y 



Mr. Chaee, no 1 

Forbes, no I no 

Henry, ay I 
North CaaroHnOi 

Mr. Burke, ay } ay 
SmUh Carolina, 

Mr. Laurens, nol 

Drayton, no)"" 
ay \ ay Oeorgia, 

Mr. Langworthy, no } no 

So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
A report from the Board of War and Ordnance was 
read: Whereupon, 

At a Boahd or War April 3d 1778 
The Board beg leave to lay before Congress a Report of the former 
Board of War which has never been acted upon — 

"That Daniel and Samuel Hughes of the State of Maryland, should 
be released from their former Contract for supplying the United 
n the J^:^>«ri of On ConHnmlol Omgrtn, Ko. 167, 
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States with Gannon at the Rate of per Ton, and that it should be 

referred to Arbitrators to be respectively appointed bj Daniel and 
Samuel Hughes, and by the Board of War and Ordnance, in Behalf 
of the United States, to settle the Accounts for Monies advanced to 
the said Daniel and Samuel Hughes; and if they should judge it 
equitable to make such additional AUowauce to the Contract Price for 
Cannon already cast as they shall deem sufficient to ensure a reason- 
able Profit to the said Daniel and Samuel Hughes for the Trouble they 
have been at in carrying on their Works for the Public Use. 

" That the works of Daniel and Samuel Hughes should be engaged for 
the public use from the day of to the day of 177 , 

and that a contract should be made forthwith to allow them for what 
osnnon, mortars and other ordnance or stores, they may cast during 
that term at the same averaged price p ton as potta shall bear at 
quarterly periods at any two furnaces, which the Board of War and 
Ordnance, shall think proper to point out in said contract. The price 
of carriage to be allowed from the furnace of the said Daniel and, 
Samuel Hughes to the places where they are to be delivered at the 
Customary Rates." 

In addition to the above report the Board b^ leave to subjoin the 
following proposals of Messrs Hughes for the consideration of 
Coi^ess. 

That the depreciation of the currency be left to arbitration, and 
Daniel and Samuel Hughes allowed such price for their cannon as the 
said Arbitrators may adjudge to be equal to the original price con- 
tracted for. 

That the proof of the guns be lowered in proportion as they are 
shorter than the British cannon. 

That the guns be delivered on the furnace bank, as no private 
authority or indaence can at this time command carriages sufficient to 
transport them any distance, let the price be ever ao great. The 
Carri^l^ to be deducted from the Value of the Quns, if delivered at 
Baltimore, the place specified in their contract* 

Resolved, That Daniel and Samuel Hughes, of the State 
of Maryland, shall not be held to make any more cannon 
on their present contract : 

*ThiB report is in the Pc^en of (he Omtmenlol Omgrttt, No. 147, II, folio 1. 
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That it be referred to the commissioners of claims to 
settle the accounts of Daniel and Samuel Hughes against 
the United States, agreeably to their contract: 

That the Board of War and Ordnance be directed to 
report to Congress such an allowance per ton as they shall 
deem sufficient to ensure a reasonable profit on [all the 
cannon which Daniel and Samuel Hughes have cast, and 
which have sustained or shall sustain due proof, as well 
those that have not, as those that have been delivered 
according to contract:]^ 

That the Board of War and Ordnance be authorized to 
enter into a contract with Messrs. Daniel and Samuel 
Hughes, for such a number of battering cannon and 
mortars, and such quantity of shot and shell, as they shall 
deem necessary for the public service.' 

A report from the Board of War. relative to Count 
Pulaski's corps, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members chosen, Mr. [Williian] Duer, Mr. [William 
Henry] Drayton and Mr. [Francis] Dana. 

Resolvedy That the fifteen men inlisted and lately 
brought to Torktown by Captain Scott, be annexed to 
Colonel Hartley's regiment, and that Captain Scott and 
the subalterns of the said company he dismissed. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report ; 
Whereupon, 

Orderedy That a warrant issue on Nathaniel Apple - 
ton, Esqf commissioner of the continental loan office in 
the State of Massachusetts bay, in favour of the Marine 
Committee, for 40,000 dollars ; one other warrant in their 
favour for 30,000, dollars, on John Lawrence, Esqf com- 
missioner of the continental loan office in the State of 

'Theae words, in the writingofWillisinEllery, and in the form of an amendment, 
are in the Bnpert of the Om^menbd Qmgrat, No. 147, II, folio 8. 

' This panigiraph, in the writing of William Doer and as an a: 
nme folio. 
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Gonnecticut ; and one other warrant for 30,000 dollars in 
tiieir favour, on Nicholas Gihnan, Esq^ commissioner of 
tJie continental loan office in the State of New Hamp- 
shire; for which sums the said Marine Committee is to 
be accountable, the same being advanced on their ap- 
plication for the use of the navy board in the eastern 
department. 

Besolved, That one million of dollars be emitted under 
the direction of the Treasury Board, and on the faith of 
the United States : 

That the bUls shall, excepting the numbers, be of t^e 
same tenor and dat-e as the emission directed on the 5th 
of March last, be numbered from the last number of each 
respective denomination of that emission progressively, 
and consist of the following denominations, viz. 
16,9U bills of 8 dollars, 46,152 15,886 billii of 2 dollars, 80,770 
15,884 do of 4 do 61,536 15,885 do of 8 do 

15,884 do of 5 do 76,930 15,885 do of 80 do 461,560 

15,884 do of 6 do 93,804 

16,884 do of 7 do 107,688 

That all powera and duties of Michael EiUegas, Esqf 
and of the inspectors of the press, signers and printers 
of the emission directed on the 10 May last, shall extend 
to the one million to be emitted, subject, however, to 
such directions and instructions as the Board of Treasury 
may judge expedient/ 

The committee to whom the report of the Board of 
War was referred, brought in a report, which was taken 
into consideration ; Whereupon, 

Besolved, ThatGJeneralWashlngton be empowered, if he 
shaU deem it necessary, to call upon the states of Mary- 
land, Peosylvania and New Jersey, for five thousand of 
their militia, in such proportions from the respective 

"Hub nport U in the Fapen of ilu OoiUmmlai Qmffrtu, No. 136, U, loUo 199. 
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states as he shall think proper; to remain in service for 
such time as General Washington shall recommend ; . the 
said militia to he armed and accoutred by the respective 
states to which they belong, to whom it is earnestly rec- 
ommended to use every exertion in complying with the 
General's request. 
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, APRIL 6. 1778 

Whereas Colonel Hartley has represented, that it will 
be necessary for the public service that he should have 
liberty to retain one of the subaltemB in Captain Scott's 
company for some few days : 

Resolved^ That Colonel Hartley have power to retain the 
subaltern so long as he shall judge it necessary for the 
public service. 

Mr. Joseph Beed, a delegate from Pensylvania, at- 
tended and took his seat. 

A letter, of the 3, from Major Clark, one of the auditors 
of accounts at the camp; one of this day, from W. Bu- 
chanan, Esq' commissary general of purchases; and one 
of 30th March, from Messrs. [Joseph] Beed and [Gou- 
vemeur] Morris, two of the committee at camp, were 
read:^ 

Ordered^ Thatthey be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 1st, from General Washington, was read:' 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

* Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Colonel John Davis, deputy quartermaster general, for 

* This l^;t«r of Bochaiuui Ib ia the Paper* if lAc DmfuwnKiJ Oaatptn, No. 78, II 
folio 416. 

■ This letter is in the Papert of the QmHntntid Oongrm, No. 162, V, foUo 423. 
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50,000 dollars, for the use of his department, and chained 
to Major General Green, quartermaster general : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of the 
Committee of Commerce, for 2,500 dollars, to enable them 
to pay a draught of Livinus Clarkson and Abraham Lir- 
ingston, continental agents at Charlestown, the said com- 
mittee to be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
Lieutenant James Peale, for the sum of 26,068 dollars, in 
discharge of the following bills, drawn by Thomas Beed, 
assistant to the pay master general, two of them in favour 
of Thomas Smith, and by him endorsed to the said J. Peale, 
dated 3 April, 1778, one for 4,482 dollars, and one for 
8,940, amounting to 13,422 dollars ; two others in favour 
of the said James Peale, viz. one for 3,391, and one for 
9,255 dollars, making 12,646 dollars; the whole amount- 
ing to 26,068 dollars ; for which sum the pay master gen- 
eral is to be accountable:^ 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of James 
Mease, Esq' cloathier general, for 50,000 dollars: 

That another warrant issue on Thomas Smith, £sq. 
commissioner of the continental loan office in the State of 
Pennsylvania, in favour of the cloathier general, for 
100,000 dollars: 

That another warrant issue on Joseph Clark, Esq' com- 
missioner of the continental loan office in the State of 
Rhode Island, in favor of the cloathier general, for 20,000 
dollars; and 

That another warrant issue on Nathaniel Oilman, Esq' 
commissioner of the continental loan office in the State of 
New Hampshire, in favour of the cloathier general, for 
40,000 dollars, for which four sums, amounting, in the 

> This report ia in the Pqp«rt(if(A< OoniiMntot Oongren, No. 136, II, folia 201. In 
the manoBcript the name of Thomas Smltb la written Captain Joseph Smith. 
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whole, to 210,000 dollars, advanced him for the ose of his 
department, he, the cloathier general, to he accountable. 

Besolved^ That Mr. J. Mease be directed not to pay any 
draughts of his agent in Geo^ia, nor to remit biTn any 
money till the further order of Congress.^ 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of War, respecting Brigadier Pulaski's l^on, 
brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Sesoked, That there be allowed to Brigadier Pulaski, 
for every man inlisted and mustered in his legion, and 
who sh^ be furnished by the said brigadier with the 
following articles of cloathing and accoutrements, one 
hundred and thirty dollars, including the continental 
bouniy money: 

For each trooper and light infantry man, one stock, one 
cap, a pair of breeches, one comb, two pair of stockings, 
two pair gaiters, three pair shoes, one pair buckles, a 
spear, and cartouch box: 

For each trooper a pair of boots, a saddle, halters, 
curry-comb and brush, portmantle, picket cord, and pack 
saddle : The leather for the portmantle and pack saddle to 
be furnished out of the public storM, by order of the 
Board of War : 

That, in order to enable Brigadier Pulaski to raise and 
equip his legion with the utmost despatch, the Board of 
Treasury be authorized and directed to advance, on the 
application of the Board of War, a sum of money not 
exceeding 50,000 dollars, to be by the Board of War 
advanced, from time to time, to Brigadier Pulaski, on 
account of his legion : 

That, if any of the states in which Brigadier Pulaski 
shall recruit for his legion, shall give to persons inlin t- 

tThiBi«portiemth«i^ipmo/tA«a>n(inm<aiam«T«M,NaI38,II,Iolk>IOT^ The 
list puagntpb is in the wriliii|t of Oiarlea Thomaon. 
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ing in the same for three years, or during the war, the 
boiinty allowed by the State in addition to the continental 
bounty, the men so furnished not being inhabitants of 
any other of the United States, shall be credited to the 
quota of the State in which they shall be inlisted.* 

Aletter, of 26 March, from Governor Hemy, of Virginia; 
one, of 20 Murch, from Thnrmer Hoggard, of Princess 
Ann, Virginia; and one, of 20 March, from Maxwell and 
Loyal, were read:' 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Marine Com- 
mittee, who are directed to report thereon. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of 
the committee of the whole, respecting the affairs of Bod- 
erique Hortales& Co. and, after some time spent thereon, 

Resolved, That the further consideration thereof be 
postponed till to morrow. 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 1778 

A letter, of 31 March, from the commissioners sent to 
Port Pitt, with sundry papers enclosed ; also, a letter of 
the same date, from Colonel 0. Morgan, with sundry 
papers enclosed, were read:' 

Among the papers enclosed is the following certificate, 
signed by the commissioners : 

We, the commissioDerB for the western department, acting nnder 
authority of CoDj^ress, having, in obedience to our inatructiona, notice 
being first given to aX\ the neighbouring counties, proceeded to an 
enquiry into the conduct of Colonel George Morgan, agent for Indian 
affairs, and continued the same by adjoummente from the twentieth 

'This report, in the writing of Bichard Fetere, ia In tha Popvr* of Ihe Cbntm«nlaj 
Ocmgrm, So. 19, V, faUo219. 

■ The letter of Hoggard is in the Fapen of At QmOaentai Congren, No. 78, XI, 
foUo283. 

'This letter and encloniKN are in the P(g>enof the CbnfiMnial <>>rvT«M, Ho. 78, II, 
folio 437. 
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to the twenty-sizt^ inst., do, after the clesreet wad most satisfactory tes- 
timonies, vholly aoqait the sud Colonel Georf^ Morgan of the cfaargce 
Rgtunut him, of infidelity to his public tnut, and disaffection to the 
American cause; and we testify tliat we are possessed of the knowl- 
edge of varioiis facta and circamstances, evincing not only tua sttsch- 
ment to that cause, but also an uncommon degree of diligence in dis- 
charging the duties of his employment, and of attention to the inter- 
ests of the United States; and therefore are of opinion he ought to be 
restored to Hie fullest confidence of his country. 

Sjmp. Mxtthmwb, 
Geo. CLTHSBf 
Sam. M'Dowbij^* 
PmffltTBaH, Mamh t7y 1778. 

Ordered, That the letters from the commissioners and 
from Colonel G. Morgan, with the papers enolosed, be 
referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. F[ranoi8] L[ightfoot] Ijoe, 
Mr. J[onathan] B[ayard] Smith and Mr. [Oliver] Wol- 
eott. 

A letter, of the 3d, and one, of the 4th, from General 
Washington, also a letter of the 4, from E. Boudinot, 
Esq- commissary general of prisoners, to the Board of 
War, were read:* 

Ordered, That the two last be referred to a committee 
of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Francis] Dana, Mr. [Sam- 
uel] Chase and Mr. [William] Duer. 

Congress took into consideration the letter of the 3d, 
from General Washington, and thereupon came to the 
following resolutions: 

Whereas, Captain Henry Lee, of the light dr^oons, 
by the whole tenor of his conduct during the last cam- 
paign, has proved himself a brave and prudent officer, 

' A copy of this certifickte is in the Popen ^ the CotitiaiatbU Oongrmt, Na 78, II, 
folio 433. 

'TbeletteTBof WMbington are in the Papen qf the Omtitttntra OrngMti, So. 162, 
V, foUofl427Mid431;thatot Bovdinotiain No. 78, II, foUo461. 
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rendered essential service to his countay, and acquired to 
himself, and the corps he commanded, distinguished 
hononr; and it being the determination of Congress to 
reward merit. 

Resolved, That Captain H. Lee be promoted to the rank 
of major commandant; that he be empowered to aug- 
ment his present corps by inlistment to two troops of 
horse, to act as a separate corps : 

That Lieutenant Lindsey, of Colonel Bland's regiment, 
who served in that character in Captain Lee's troop, dur- 
ing the campaign, be promoted to the rank of captain, and 
have the command of one of the troops under Major Lee : 

That Comet Peyton, serving in the same manner, be 
promoted to the rank of captain lieutenant and have the 
command of the other troop under Major Lee: 

That the other officers be appointed by General Wash- 
ington, and receive commissions from him accordingly. 

A report from the Board of War, relative to the pro- 
priety and necessity of exempting from militia duties 
persons employed in manufactories and other business for 
the public service, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. J[onathan] B[ayard] Smith, 
Mr. [Thomas] Burke and Mr. [John] Banister. 

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom was referred 
the letter from the auditors in the army, brought in a 
report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be authorized to 
determine the number of clerks that may be necessary, 
from time to time, for assisting the auditors of the army.' 

Congress resiuued the report of the committee of the 
whole, when the following contract or instrument was 
agreed to: 

■ This report is in the Paperi of Iht ContinenUd Congttu, No. 136, II, folio 203. 
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To all whom it maj concern. Whereas, Boderique Hortales & Co. 
of Paris, have shipped, or caused to be shipped or laden, on board 
Biindry ships or vessels, considerable quantities of cannon, arms, 
ammunition, cloathing and other stores, most of which have been safely 
landed in America, and delivered to the agents of the United States, 
for the use and service thereof; and whereas, the said Boderique Hor- 
tales & Co. are willing and desirous to continue supplying these 
states with cannon, mortars, bombs, arms, anmunition, cloathing, and 
every sort of storefi, that may be wanted or required, and also with 
specie, provided satisfactory assumption be made and assurance given 
for the payment in France of the first cost, charges and freight of the 
cargoes already shipped, as well as those to be hereafter shipped, and 
of specie to be advanced: and whereas, some cai^oes of ijnericaa 
produce have already been shipped to the address of the said Boderique 
Hortales & Co. or their assigns, for sale on account of the United 
States of America, the net proceeds whereof are to be applied in part 
discharge of their claims. Now know ye, that John Baptiste lAzarus 
Theveneau de Franoey, agent of Peter Augfustin Caron de Beaumar- 
diaia, as representative of the house of the said Boderique Horteles 
& Co. by him especially appointed and empowered to act fully and 
effectually in all things on his behalf, as appears by a certain letter of 
attorney or instrument of writing, bearing date the tenth day of Sep- 
tember, anno one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, copy 
whereof is hereunto annexed, doth, for and on behalf of the said Bod- 
erique Hortales & Co. represented by Mr. Beeumarchais as aforesaid, 
in virtue of the powers in him vested, contract, agree and engage to 
and with a committee of commerce, properly 

appointed and authorized by the del^fates of tiie United States of 
America in Congress assembled, to enter into, execute, ratify and 
confirm this contract for and on behalf of the said United States, as 
follows: 

First. That the costs and charges of the several cargoes already 
shipped by the said Boderique Hortales & Co. shall be fairly stated at 
the current prices and osual mercantile charges in France, of the dates 
at which they were shipped: 

Second. That the freight of the said oaigoes shall be charged agree- 
ably to the contract made by and between Mr. Beaumarchaia and Mr. 
Silas Deane and Mr. Montiea: 
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Third. That all orders for cannon, mortars, bombs, arma, ammum- 
tioa, oloathing or other stores, which maj hereafter be transmitted to 
Meesrs. Boderique Hortales A Co. or delivered to their agent in 
America by the Baid committee, or any other persona properly author- 
ized by Congress to transmit or deliver such lists or orders, shall be 
executed and shipped with all possible despatch: 

Fourth. ThatallarticlestobehereaftershippedforAmerica,invirtae 
of this contract, shall be provided as nearly to the orders as possible, 
at not higher than the current prices, and attended with the most 
moderate chaises, not higher than the usual mercantile ohai^fes of the 
place from whence they are exported: 

Fifth. That good ships shall be chartered or bought on the most 
moderate terms for transportaUng the stores to America, and carry- 
ing bock such cargoes as the committees shall chnse to ship in them: 

Sixth. That agents appointed under the authority of Congress shall 
have free liberty to inspect the quality and require the prices of all 
articles to be shipped for the account of the United States, with power 
to reject such as they judge unfit or too high charged; they shsJl also 
be party in the charters and purchases of ships to be employed in this 
service: 

Seventh. That biUs on the boose of Boderique Hortalea & Co. 
aforesaid, for twmty-four millions of livres toornois annually, shall 
be duly honored and paid, the bills to be drawn at double usance, and 
at the following periods, viz. in the months of May, July, September, 
November, January, and Mart^ for four million each two months. 

In conuderation whereof, the said 
commercial committee of Congress, by virtue of the powers and 
anthorities to them del^jfated by the Congress, do, for and on behalf 
of the said United States, covenant, agree, and engage with \ha said 
Boderique Hortales & Co. by their agent, as follows: 

First. That remittances shall be made by exports of American 
produce and otherways to the said Boderique Hortales & Co. or their 
^^t, for the express purpose of discharging the debt already jnstly 
due or hereafter to become justly due in consequence of this agreement: 

Second. That aU cargoes of merchandise shipped on account of the 
United States for France, and appropriated towards the discharge of 
the said debt, shall be addressed to the house of Boderique Hortales 
&Co. or their assigns, for sale; subject, however, to the inspection 
and controul of an agent appointed under the authority of Congress, 
who shall have liberty to inspect the quality of such merchandise, 
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aasent to or reject the pricea offered, poetpone the aalw, and do every 
tiiiDg for the iDterest of his constituents: 

Third. That the customary interest of France, not exceeding six per 
centum per annum, shall be allowed on the debt already due, or that, 
from time to time, may be due to the said Roderique Hortales & Co. 
in virtue of this agreement, computing the interest on money from 
the time of its being paid, and on goods by them exported, from the 
usual periods of commercial credits on such goods; 

Fourth. That any paynkents of continental currency in America, 
required by the said Uoderique Hortalea & Co. or their agent, and 
agreed to by Congress, shall be computed at the current or equitable 
conrse of exchange at the date of the payment, and interest be dis- 
counted on the amount from that date: 

Fifth. That the remittances to be made for the purpose of extin- 
gmshing the debt now due or to become due to the said Boderique 
Hortales & Co. shall be made at aoch times and seasons as shall be 
most safe and convenient for the American interest, but are to con- 
tinue until tiie entire debt, principal and interest, shall be fully and 
fairly dischai^^: 

Sixth. That a commission of 2^ per centum shall be allowed to the 
said Boderiqne Hortales & Co. on Uie amount of the inroicee, freight 
or other charges and moneys paid and disbursed by them for account 
of the United States: 

Seventh. That the customary commissions in France shall be also 
allowed the said Boderique Hortales A Co. on the amount of all pay- 
ments made to them on account of the United States: 

Dwided, ahoai/8. That the seventh article of this agreement, 
respecting the annual supply of twenty-four millions of livres, shall 
not be considered as absolutely binding upon eidier of the parties to 
this contract, unless the same shall be ratified by Boderique Hortales 
& Co. and the commissioners of the United States at Paris; for 
which purpose it is ^^reed to be submitted to them, any thing herein 
contained to the contrary notwithstanding; but it is nevertheless to be 
understood, that the United States may and shall have liberty to draw 
in the course of five or six months from the date hereof, upon the said 
Boderique Hortales & Co. for the sum of one hundred thousand 
pounds sterling, equal to two millions three hundred thousand livres 
toumois, which shall be duly paid. 

Resolved, That the Coxmnittee of Commerce be, and 
they are hereby empowered to execute the foregoing con- 
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tract or mstrument, on behalf of the United States of 
America, and that they make report, from time to time, 
of their proceedings therein. 

In debating the foregoing contract, a motion was made 
to strike out "twenty-fom*," and insert "forty-eight," 
and the yeas and nays being required, 



MaMaehnmO* Bay, 




Mm/tamL, 


Mr. Gerry, 


«y 


Mr. Ohaao, 


Dana, 


ay «y 


Forbes, 


LoveU, 


no 


Henry, 


BKode InUmd 




r„rgmia. 


Mr. EUery, 


»y»«y 


Mr. F. L. Lee, 






JVortA OardUm, 


Mr. HuDtdngtoD, - 


°°ln„ 


Mr. Burke, 


Wolcott, 


no|°° 


Smah Oarolma, 


New York, 




Mr. Laurens, 


Mr. Dner, 


ayl* 


Drayton, 


Nmjjenej/, 




Oeorgia, 


Mr. a«rk, 


""Ino 


Mr. Langwortky 


Scudder, 












Mr. Soberdesu, 


no 




Seed, 


no no 




Smitb, 


no 





So it passed in the negative. 

It was then moved to strike out twenty- four, and insert 
thirty, and, the yeas and nays beii^ required, 



ay}* 



MaatachtiMtts Bay, 




Neui York, 


Mr. (Jerry, 


>y 


Mr. Duer, 


Dana, 


ay ay 


Jfeto Jerseu, 


Lovell, 


no 


Mr. Oark, 


ShoaUMand, 




gcudder, 


Mr. Ellery, 


ay lay 


Pentuyhxmia, 


Omnea«!ta, 




Mr. Roberdeau, 


Mr. Huntington, 


""Ln 


Beed, 


Wolcott, 


not"" 


J. B. Smith, 
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Maryland South OaroUna, 

Mr. Chase, no] Mr. Laurens, 

ForbM, no I no Drayton, 

Henry, no J Georgia, 

yiiyinia, Hr. iMagvovthj, 

Mr. F. L. Lee, no J* 

North Carolina, 
Mr. Burke, no \ m 

Bo it passed in the negative. 

Copy of the powers given to John Baptiste Lazarus 
Theveneau de Francey is as follows: 

Before the coansellora of tiie king, the notaries of the court-honse 
of Paris, undersigned, was present, Mr. Pierre Angnstin Oaron de 
Beanmarchflis, representing in France the house of Boderiqne Hor- 
tales & Co. living in the city of Paris, in Old Temple street, and parish 
of St Oervais, who, by these presents, did make and constitute his pro- 
curator genera], Mr. John J^ptiste Lazarus Theveneau de Franceyi 
just about to embark for America, to whom be gives power, for, 
and in the name of the said house of Boderique Hortales & Co. to 
manage and administer all the affairs of the said house and company 
as well actively as pasuvely; and, in consequence, to solicit and 
recover all debts relative to all the cargoes past, present, and future, 
sent by the said house, to America ; to receive all moneys and make all 
purchases relative to the retoms of the said cargoes, and to pay all 
expenoes i-elatire to them ; to settle all accounts with correspondents 
of the said house of Koderique Hortales & Co. whether upon invoices 
or otherwise; to call, if necessary, for the reciprocal correspondence, 
registries and accounts current; to debate the interests of said Con- 
stitnentfi and company to allow the articles in the said accounts ; to close 
and settle them, and, by receipts of every kind, to ^ve, by the said 
constituted procurator, all quittances, discharges, and valid liquida- 
tions, either for specie, merchandise, or produce ; and to accept all bills 
and orders drawn by him ; in de&ult or refusal of settlement, and 
after settlement made, to do, in the name of the said Constituents and 
Company all conservatory acts, pursuits, and necessary works ; to 
appear before all judges who may be concerned ; to present demaoda, 
and to pursue them effectually to final judgment ; to treat, compose, 
and transact at the prices, charges, clauses, and conditions which the 
said constituted procurator shall judge most useful to the interest oi 
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the said ConatitaeDt and Company ; to make all oppositioiiB and arresta 
that shall be necessary in case of bodily restraint, to carry it into exe> 
oution ; to {pre dischai^ ; to consent to all things ; to stop processes ; 
to constitute procnrators and lawyers in any cause ; to propose and 
agree to arbitrations and arbiters; to cbnse his residence; and, in 
general, to manage, for the greatest interest of the said Constituent 
and his hoDse, whatever circumBtanoes shall require, not provided for 
io these presents, and without having need of more special power ; the 
'aforesaid Constituent promising to acknowledge all agreeable, until 
revocation of this power; to which also shall be submitted, all 
treaties made, or to be made, with the said constituted procarator, 
whether anterior or posterior to these presents ; and the said consti- 
toted procurator being obliged, as is just, to render account of his 
mission the most ezactiy, faithfully, and l^ally, that may be. Made 
and passed at Paris, at the Studies, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-^even, the tenth of September, and a minute of 
these presents, lodged with Mr. Momet, one of the undersigned 
notaries, hath been signed : 
[l. b.] Sealed the same day ; Db Manfost. 

MOMZI. 

The above instrument was execnted by a public ofScer in my pres- 
ence. 

S. Dbanb. 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 1778 

A letter, of 3, from General Greene, quarter master 
general; one, of the 7, from Mr. R[obert] Morris, at 
Manheim ; one, from the war office in Massachusetts Bay, 
dated 26th of March; and one, of 27 March, from B. T. 
Paine, Oliver Ellsworth, and Henry Marchant, Esqrs. 
commissioners appointed to enquire into the causes of the 
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failure of the expedition against Rhode Island, were 
read:^ 

Ordered^ That the letter from the war ofl&ce of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Francis] Dana, Mr. 
[Thomas] Burke, and Mr. [Samuel] Chase. 

Ordered^ That the letter from Messrs. Paine, Ellsworth, 
and Marchant, with the examinations by them taken, 
which accompany the letter, be referred to a committee 
of five: 

The members chosen, Mr. [William Henry] Drayton, 
Mr. [John] Banister, Mr. [John] Henry, Mr. [Joseph] 
Heed, and Mr. [William] Duer. 

A representation from the legislative council and 
assembly of New Jersey, was read :* 

Ordered^ That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Jraeph] Reed, Mr. [Francis] 
Dana, and Mr. [Nathaniel] Seudder. 

The committee to whom were referred the proceedings 
of a convention of committees of the states of New Hamp- 
shire, etc. to Pensylvania, inclusive, together with a let- 
ter of the 30 January last, from Thomas Gushing, Esq. 
president of the convention, and sundry resolutions of 19 
December last, from the State of North Carolina, brought 
in a report, which was read ; 

let That 20,010,000 Dollars, emitted by Resolutions of Congress of 
the 22d Day of June, 25Ui of July, and 29th of November, 1775, and 
the 6th of January, 17th of February, &th of May, and 22d July, 1776, 
be borrowed on loan office Certificates of the United States, and 
destroyed. 

2d. That for this purpose, It be recommended to the respectiTe 

States forthwith to provide Laws for stopping the Circulation of all 

^ The letter of Greene Is in the Papers o/ eA< Cominenbd CbnjTKM, No. 155, 1, folio 

69 ; that of M orru is in No. 137, Appendix, 225 ; that of the war office in No. 147, 

I, folio 669 ; and that of the ommisrionera in Na 78, XVIII, folio 176. 

'Thia repreoentation is in the Papert of the OmtinmUd Oongrem, No. 68, folio Sih 
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Bills of the Emiesioiis aforesaid after the Day of next, by 

Dot considering^ them as a legal Tender; but that they be received in 
Exchange for Loan Office Certificates, or in Payment of a Continental 
Tax to be raised by the States agreeable to a Besolution of Congress 
of the Day of last. 

8d. That the several Commissioners of the Continental Loan offices 
be directed to cut by a circular punch of an Inch Diameter, an Hole in* 
each Bill which they may receive of the said Emissions to cross the 
same and thereby render it impassible, whilst the Sum or Value is to 
remain t^ble, and to transmit such Bills to the Continental Treasurer 
to be by him in the Presence of a Committee of Congress to be 
appointed for that purpose, examined, accounted, and destroyed. 

4tb. That if any Loan Office shall be ttnsupplied with Certificates 
at the Time that any Holder of such Bills shall deliver them to the 
Commissioner, such Holder shall be entitled to receive the Commis- 
sioners fieceipt for the Sum so delivered, and in Exchange therefore, 
Certificates of a similar Date, provided that such Beceipts shall not 
be negotiable. 

6th. That it be most earnestly recommended to the several States to 
carry into immediate and vigorous Effect the Besotutions of Congress 
of the Day of last, for calling in by Taxes or Louis and 

cancelling the Bills of Credit which they have respectively emitted, 
las raising by Tax a Sum to supply the Continental Treasury, for 
confiscating and making Sale of the Estates of Persons who have for- 
feited the protection of the respective States, and lending to the United 
States on Loan Certificates the Money arising on such sales; and for 
ceasing to make further Emissions of Bills of Credit. 

6tii. That the Commissioners of the Loan Offices be respectively 
directed to receive in Exchange for Certificates aach Bills of Credit 
only, as hare been or may be emitted by Congress, any Besolution to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

7th, That the Besolution of Congress of the 10th of September last, 
for paying in Bills of Excliange on the Commissioners of the United 
States at I^ris, or in Bills of Credit, at the Option of the Lender, the 
Interest arising after the Date of that Besolve on Loan Office Certifi- 
cates issued before the first of March last, be extended to all Cer- 
tificates which have been since issued, or that shall be issued before 
the Day of next. 

8th. That proper Extracts of the Proceedings of the Convention of 
Committees of the several States from New Hampshire to Pennsyl- 
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TMiis, be tranBinitted to the respective States from Maryhnd to 
Oeoi^ia inclufiire, that the Propriety of adopting similar Measoree, 
be referred to their serious ConsideratioD, and that it be recommended 
to Delaware, Pennsylvania and the States eastward thereof to suspend 
the Execation of the Plan of the Convention, for regulatin}; Prices, 
until Congress shall inform them of the Proceedings of the soathem 
States npon the same Subject 

9th. That a circular Letter be addressed to the respective States 
shewing the Necessity of their executing the preceding Kesolves.* 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed 
to Friday next. 

Congress resumed the cousideratiou of the report of the 
committee appointed to confer with Colonel Wadsworth, 
and after debate, 

Resolved, That the same be re-committed, and that Mr. 
[Joseph] Reed and Mr. [Francis] Dana be added to the 
committee who brought in the report, and that the com- 
mittee be directed to confer farther with Mr. Wadsworth. 

Resolved^ That the of&cers, prisoners to the United 
States, who are ordered to Lancaster by the commissary 
of prisoners, for the purpose of being exchanged, be 
detained at Lancaster till the farther order of Congress. 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY. APRIL g, 1778 

A letter, of 24 March, from Richard Yarick, deputy 
muster master general in the northern department, with 
sundry papers enclosed, was read:' 

Ordered^ That the letter, with the papers enclosed, be 
referred to the Board of War, who are directed to prepare 
and report a plan for rectifying and preventing the abuses 
mentioned in the said letter. 

■This report, in the writdng of Etbridge Oeny, is in the Papen of the Omtintatal 
Oonffrtu, No. 24, folio 393. It ie endorsed: "Read, Sth April, 1778. Postponed to 
Friday next," 

'TioBlettatiainthaPapeno/theContinaital Oongreit, No. 78, XXIII, folio 81. 
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Resolved, That Saturday ue^ be assigned for taking 
into consideration the propriety and necessity of Congress 
removing to some more suitable place, where the members 
can be accommodated and the public business transacted 
with more convemence than at York town. 

In consequence of an adjustment by the commissioners 
of clainw, the auditor general reports, 

That there is due to Dr. Jonathan Dayton, for his 
attendance and medicine for 34 prisoners of war, who 
were under his care, by order of Brigadier Maxwell, the 
sum of 211 27/90 dollars:' 

Ordered, That the said account be paid. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in fa- 
vour of James M'Clelland, for the use of Colonel George 
Morgan, for 4,000 dollars, to answer a requisition from 
Brigadier Hand, for building armed boats on the Ohio; 
Colonel Morgan to be accountable:* 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of Colonel 
John Cox, assistant quarter master general, for the sum of 
1,250,000 doUars, for the use of the quartermaster general's 
department : that another warrant issue on Thomas Smith, 
Esq. commissioner of the continental loan ofQce, in the 
State of Peusylvania, in favour of the said Colonel John 
Cox, for the sum of three hundred thousand dollai^, for the 
use of the same department; and that both the aforegoing 
sums, amounting to 1,550,000 dollars, be charged to Major 
General Greene, quarter master general, who is to be 
accountable: 

That a Warrant issae on the Treasarer for One haadred thirty 
three Thousand three hundred thirty three and one third Dollars, in 
favor of Robert Lettis Hooper, Esq' to answer an Order of the third 

■ This report is in the i^per(o/tft«Omftn<nlaI Oonjrfti, No. ISO, U, folio 209, 
■This report la in the Ptgten of (Ae Qmtmatlal Congrttt, No. 138, II, folio 207. 
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D&y of April Instant, in his Favor, drawn by Major G}«Denil Greene, 
Quarter Master Qeneral, for the tlse of his Department, who is to 
be acconntable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of CJol- 
ouel John Cox, for 33,000 dollars, to enable him to pay 
for a quantity of dried clams, which he was requested to 
purchase by the committee of CongresB at camp, and that 
WUliam Buchanan, Esq. commissary general of purchases, 
be chained with the same, and furnished with a copy of 
this order.' 

The Marine Committee, to whom was referred the letter 
from Benjamin Tupper, of the 19 March last, brought in 
a report ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a copy of the said letter be transmitted to 
Isaac Smith, Ebenezer Storer and William Philips, Esqrs. 
of Boston, who are commissioners appointed by the 
Marine Committee, to settle and adjust the accounts of 
prizes with the agents appointed by General Washington, 
&c. and to require the said agents to pay the several pro- 
portions justly due to the captors, &c. 

The said committee, to whom was referred the letter of 
Thurmer Howard, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Beaolved, That it be referred to Messrs. Maxwell and 
Loyal, superintendents, and to David Stodder, master- 
builder of the continental frigates, building in Virginia, 
to consider and report their opinion to the Marine Com- 
mittee, whether an allowance, and, if any, what allow- 
ance should be made to Thurmer Hoggard, for the frame 
furnished by bim for one of the said frigates, over and 
above the price originally stipidated, and in like manner 
to consider and report their opinion with regard to the 
frame of the other frigate agreed to be furnished by 
Thomas Talbut, deceased, to whom the said Hoggard is 
executor.' 

> This report Ib In the J\q)«r>q<lAc Qmtir id Oongret*, No. 136,11, folio 206. 
'This report, in the writing of Willi&n 'ne^eiy, la in the Fapen of the Ooiammtal 
Oongrm, So. 78, XI, foUo 297. 
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The committee appointed to confer with, Mr. Wads- 
worth, and to whom their former report was re -committed, 
brought in another report ; Whereupon, 

The following questions were moved : 

1. Whether Mr. Wadeworth, for discharging the duti^ 
of commissary general of purchases, shall be allowed half 
per cent, on all the moneys which shall be by bim received 
and expended for the use of his department? 

2. Whether the deputy conumssaries to be appointed 
by Mr. Wadsworth, shall be allowed half per cent, on all 
moneys by them respectively received and paid to the 
purchasing commissaries under them in their respective 
districts'! 

3. Whether the purchasing commissaries shall be allowed 
two per cent, for the moneys which shall be by them 
respectively received and expended in the purchase of 
provisions for the army, pursuant to the orders of Mr. 
Wadsworth or his deputies'? 

And the yeas and nays being taken on these questions 
severally: 



ay^* 



MoMochuitetta Bay, 






Mtryland, 


Mr. Dins, 


BJ 




Mr. Chase, 


Gerry, 


ay 


ay 


Forhes, 


Lovell, 


«y 




Henry, 


BhedelsUmd, 






Virginia, 


Mr. Ellery, 


»y 


ay 


Mr. Banister, 


Connecluiut, 






mnh Carolina, 


Mr. Huntington, 


ay 




Mr. Bnrlie, 


Wolcott, 


ay 


ay 




Nm York, 






Mr. LaniQns, 


Mr. Duer, 


ay 


• 


Drayton, 


iKfw Jersey, 






Oeorgia, 


Mr. Scudder, 


no 


no 


Mr. Langworthy 


Pennnylaanvi, 








Mr. Beed, 


ay 






J. B. Smith, 


no 


div. 





ay lay 



So they were resolved in the affirmative. 
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Congress proceeded to the election of a oommissaiy 
general of purchases, and, the ballots being taken, Jere- 
miah Wadsworth, Esq. was unanimously elected. 

Orderedy That the consideration of the report be post- 
poned till to morrow. 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, APRIL lo. 1778 

A letter of 2d, from Captain James Kicholson, to the 
Marine Committee, was read, informing them of ^e loss 
of the Virginia frigate, on the 31 March : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Intel- 
ligence. 

A letter, of this day, from W. Buchanan, late commis- 
sary general, was read:^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 8, from Brigadier SmaUwood, with sun- 
dry papers enclosed, relative to the taking into custody 
Thomas White and Charles Gtordon, in pursuance of au 
act of Congress, was read :' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Chase, Mr. [Jo- 
seph] Keed and Mr. [William Henry] Drayton. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
confer witJi W. Buchanan, Esq. respecting his continu- 
ance in of&ce, until Colonel Wadsworth is ready to enter 
on the business : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Francis] Dana, Mr. [Na- 
thaniel] Scudder and Mr. [Samuel] Chase.' 

>Thia letter is in th« Papers oflht Omlatenlid Qmffrm, No. 7S, II, foUo 457. 

■^UB letter and encloeorea ue in the Rqten of the QmHaenlal Oongrtit, No. 101, 
ftdioB 147-159. 

'Ontbsback of a letter fnim the Oonncil of PenuaylTania, dated April 9, and read 
thia daj, Thomson has recorded the vote on this committee: Drayton, 4; Chase, 6; 
Dana, 7; Scodder, 6; Greny, S; and Keed, 2. The letter is in the Paper* qf tht 
Oatitmenlat Qmgrtu, No. 09, 1, folio 403. 
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The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Joseph Borden, Esq. 
commissioner of the loan office in the State of New Jer- 
sey, in favour of that State, for 70,000 dollars, advanced 
for the purpose of paying their militia ; the said State to 
be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of the 
delegates of the State of Virginia, for 33,333 1/3 dollars, to 
be by them toansmitted to his excellency Patrick Henry, 
to reimburse £10,000, Virginia currency, which he ad- 
vanced for purchasing provisions for the grand army; 
the said State to be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of Moses 
Toung, assistant pay master to the Board of War and 
Ordnance, for 15,000 dollars; 10,000 of which is for the 
purpose of defraying the expences of building boats on 
the Susquehanna, and 5,000 towards paying ofE Colonel 
Rawling's old regiment, to be charged to Joseph Kourse, 
pay master, who is to account for the same:^ 

The committee appointed to prepare a letter in answer 
to General Washington's letter of the 4th, brought in a 
draught, which was read. 

Sir: In Obedience to the Directions of Congress, I am to acknowl- 
edjffl the Receipt of yonr Letter of the 4"" Instant. 

CoDRrese with great Concern perceive that your Sensibility ia 
wounded by their Resolutions. Placing the firmest Confidence in 
your Prudence, Abilities and Integrity, they wish to preserve that 
H&rmony with you, which is essential to the general Weal: You may 
rest assured tiiat far from any Intention to give you Pain, their Reso- 
lutions have no other Motives or End, but the public Good; they, 
therefore hope that you will not in future be distrest by Apprehen- 
sions, as injurious to their Honor, as they are to your own Feelings. 

However different the Views of Congress may seem to you now 
from what you supposed them to be, when you entered into your Iste 

■TluiTeportiainth«Pqperi(!^theQm<tn«n<a/Omirreu, Na 1S8, II, [olio 211. 
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iEnga^ments with General Howe; yet by a triot l j a tbending t e-fegfaf 
Bc e olatioDH, you will find they nro fognded in Hmnimity na well aa 
Policy, and invftriably po g ard th e G i g fatj, Sa foty- » nd - Indopendn Be& 
of tho s e S tate s . Congress certainly had nothing in View but a proper 
Respect to the Dignity, Safety and Independance of these States.* 

The Duplicity of Q«ner&l Howe, and authentic Information that the 
Gentlemen appointed by yon to negotiate the Cartel, held Opinions 
repugnant to the Sense of Congress, constrained them in a Matter of 
such high Moment as forming a General Cartel, to express their Senti- 
ments in an Explicit Manner: lest they might hare only to lament, 
when it was out of their Power to remedy, a Misapprehension on 
Points, deeply affecting, in their Judgement, the Safety and Honor of 
these States. 

Congress expected that you would consider their BesolnUoos of the 
30*" ultimo in the Light of private Instructions, calculated to show 
tiieir Sense with respect to the general Outlines of the propos'd 
Cartel: a Practise usual with the Supreme Power of every Sti^ in 
similar Cases. 

You observe that a strict Adherence to all the BesolutiouB of Ccm- 
gress must of Necessity destroy all Idea of a Cartel — but as a DiBtinc- 
tion can easily be made betwixt such of the Besolntions of Congress 
respecting Prisoners, as flow from general Principles of Policy, and 
those which arise from Circumstances, which have rendered a Varia- 
tion from Time to Time necessary, it is conceived that an AttentioD 
to this Discrimination, will [remove the difficulties with which you 
seem to be embarrassed] rid you of those Embarrassments, which you 
may, at first View, think yourself entangled with.* 

The Besolution of Congress of the 19"' December, respecting the 
Mode of Settlement for Supplies to the enemy's Prisoners, seems not 
to have been, sufficiently attended to. It is left at the Option of the 
Enemy to pay either in Coin, Dollar for Dollar, or in Provisions &c, 
equal in Quantity and Kind to what is furnished. Whatever Objec- 
tions may be made against tbe first mode, there surely cannot be a 
more just and E^ual Batio, than the latter. General Burgoyne lately 
made the same Objections on this Point which occurred to you: but 
on being reminded of the Alternative offered by the Besolution, he 
acquiesced, and the victualling Ships are now actually delivering Pro- 
visions, in Payment for what they have received. [The Commissaries 
of Prisoners on each side may pass Receipts for the Rations received, 

• Ibeee worda were written by Joseph Reed. 

* Words in mwgm by WillUm Ellery , but not adopted. 
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expressinnf the Qu&ntum of each Article received for the Sabsisteoce 
of the Prieonera in the Power of the Contracting Parties, and the Bal- 
ance may be paid in Provisions, or in Coin at the Option of either 
I^rty].' The Mode suggested by you is liable to this strong Objec- 
tion, that it would lay us under the Necessity of furnishing the En- 
emy's Prisoners with us, as well as onrs with theirs, with Provisions, 
which certainly would be a Capital Advantage to them, if we consider 
the Distance whence they must derive their Supplies. Coogpe ag ho w- 
evof do not wiah thato goDOfol Cftrtol ahould - bpoah off iop wmtof a 
B triot Complianoo with thifl- B oaolntioni proyided a Mode is a dopted 
i09 B ubaiflting Pmsonoi B - op e D -ft- Prineiplo of Equality to tfie Con 
tH i oting Partie s , and a iHyriiCTOfoyo willing to e onfide - in you^Prodene e 
to Bottlo finally this M a t t e r 

On the question to strike out [this last sentence] . 



Maasackuaeita, 

Mr. Dana, 
Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Shode Island, 

Mr. EUery, 
Chnmectieut, 

Mr. Huntington, 
ITete York, 

Mr. Daer, 
Ifeu) Jersey 

Mr. Scudder, 
JPennfylvania, 

Mr, Jas. Smith, 
J, B. Smith, 



ay ay 
ay) 



ay Jay 



ayr 



Maryland, 
Mr. Chase, 
Forbes, 
Henry, 
Virgima, 

Mr. Lee, 
North Carolina, 
Mr. Burke, 
Harnett, 
South Qirddna, 
Mr. Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Georgia, 
Mr. Langworthy, 



no}* 



ay 
ay I 



ay } ay' 



The Besolution of the SO"* December was a Measure naturally flow- 
ing from the Treason Acts, which the respective States have past in 
consequence yf the Express Becommendation of Congress. On a 
Matnre Deliberation, they are convinced that a Deviation from it 
would be subver^ve of our Character as an Independent People, and 
inconsistant with Sound Policy. No Act of Congress can suspend the 
Operation of the Laws of the different States, and therefore Uiey can- 
not consent that any Measure shonld be adopted in the propos'd Cartel, 
which may contravene this Besolution. 

* Wtnda in bracketa were an amendment hj Dosr. 
' This vote is entend in the nurpn bf T 
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It does not however appear to Congress that any E^bamBament 
will arise in this Matter, unless the Enemy should insist upon an Arti- 
cle in the rtel, "that Americans taken in Arms shall be eotitied to 
the Benefit of an Exchange." Under the Terms of Officer for Officer, 
Soldier for Soldier &c which are generally used in Cartels, Traitors 
would no more be included by the Laws of Nations than Deserters, 
The carrying this Resolution into Practice can depend only on the Will 
of the several States, who in this respect must be presumed to be 
governed by Principles of Policy, of which they must necessarily be 
competent Judges. 

Cong f O BS apo eonoewiod to find that on Abaoluto Eaohango is agf eed 
e n foF - IiioutoD ft n fc - Gol o Do l Campbell and Lioutonant Colonel Allen, 
a nd that Ck i ae w l Loo is only ■ p e wnittod to eomo out opP b foIo. — They 
w ilt bowevoi * s u s p e nd - thoif Judgomont in this Mattop, till tJioy npo 
infoHnod wbotbep your - CommiflBionoP S wore a oquftintod with the Bc fl 
ekiti e n of Congpc aa oi - bho ^ O*** ult^*, ppovioua to ouoh Agpocmont 

¥ b 6 Inton fe t o n ef - CMigPCOQ in that BoQolution was, that no Eaoh aBge 
(gonopnl - op p a rt ial , a b s olut i o of Papolo) ohould toko Plnoc witbea fe- tho 
Opdop of Congpoa s , till the Eaohan g o of Gonop a l Le e- fo t^^r o a e ta tPM a- 
oot bad boon fip s t made. S inoo Gooopal Howco PpopoaitionB fop a 
Gcnoinl EgohaD g o, they doom this Ppoliminapy not only duo in Justieot 
to that unf o PtiHMte and do a opving Offieo p , but e se ontinl to tho Hopop 
of thc B O S tate s . — I wn tbepef OP e dipeete d to inf own ■ you - t h a t - i t i s-t b e 
Unaltop a ble Dotepmin a tion of Congpe as , that unle ss' thi s Poin t- is -a e - 
e eded to, -ri l fartbop l^egoti a tion, wbothep - fop -a - genep a l op Pnrt ai^ 
Eiebwige, -( ea e opt - in fi a soa to bo s ubmitted te tbo e pin ie n - of CongpcHs) 
s hould ocQBo, it being in thoir Opinion mopo oligiblo that no Cartel 
s hould ta koPl ft oO) than that tho Honor irf -t bc s o - 8 tatGB should bo sul 
Med, and tbeip Wi s dom impooohod by Folcaaing thooo Offiooffi, whom 
it ifl we l l known, tho Enemy hn¥o boon long a oaiou fl to - ppooupo, and 
lo a ving - G r onopal Loo and o t bora, - whom tboy wi e b to de ta in, and wh ose 
B omoGfl thoip Country pcqui f o S i -a t tho Diopooal of a Mojcilceo Enemy. 

CongFOfl fl cannot but think that tboEgobangoof <TOBor a t - Loo -fl bo«ld 
preeodo ( not follow) tho Rolcasomont of Colonel C a mpboU - Mid t lno - Hc s 
a iwi Field Offiooisi capooially that of tho l a t t o f- wbo wofo - made Ppi s 
onero Bubsoquont to Gonor a l Leo' s Captupc; a nd - it - i s thaf Eapeet a 
tion, if tho Eaohango of Colonol CampboU i a not b o fap oonoluded aa to 
oblige you to oomp ly- with it, it may not take Pl a oe - till - Gono w J Le e 
ifl abaolutoly - E» e hanged - fo ^ Genopal Ppc a oot 

With Respect to the Resolution concerning General Lee, Congress, 
at his Request, are willing that you should wuve his Exchange for 
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Major General Presoot as a Preliminary Article: it is however their 
Intention tltat no Cartel be acceded to unless it be expressly admit- 
ted therein that General L/oe be exchanged for General Presoot^ 



I am fupfehoi * diFeo t od^ -B iy^ hy 
CongFc aa to iDformf yoo, - th a t - in 
tlwM f opinion, fcbo Into Conduot and 
€o f Fe 8 pond(meo of GodowJ Howoj 
f widoT a e tfiet Attoataon - t e -^w 
S upport of tbo Dignity of - tbe ae 
Free ond IcdopoDdoDt ■8 t ft tc 6 , -ftt 
t hi s tim e — poouli a riy Doooea a fyt 
and di a t thoy c s toom tbat - Dignit y 
faJH Pe d by pewgitting febo Ea emy^ 
OffiooF B , Prisono ffi witb us, to go 
in on P a rol e , bofoFo oufs are sent 
e u ti a Prnetioe » dmitting-an Im 
putation of ft-wont of good F a itii 
en e » f P a rt, a nd a PeyfoobConfi - 
doneo in a n -e pomywhom - wo can 
not t Hi a fe i and on that Aooount 
a tudiou s ly to bo a Toidodi thoy 
thoFoforo - doubt ■ not from youF 
Ze a l fop tboHonopof thooo S tatcfl^ 
tJiat you will pay a strict Atton 
tion to thi s M a ttoFt aa nothing 
can tend to s ink - us both in ouf 
K s t i ijoation and ' in that of all the 
Worid, than - a p a tiont S ubmiH a ion 
t o t h a t Infloloot S uperiority, whieh 
our Enemie s- a ff cob in - e a frying on 



To strike ont: 








Mr. Dana, 


ay 


Gerry, 


ay ay 


Lovell, 


no 


Jifwdt Island, 




Mr. EUery, 


no l-no 


Conneciiciii, 




Mr. HuDtington, 


ay ^ay 


JToio Yert, 




Mr. Duer, 


nor 


Nm) Jersey, 




Mr. Scuddor, 


no \no 


Pennayhani<i, 




Mr. Jaa. Smith, 


»rUv 


J. B. Smith, 


•tI"-' 


2fim,lmd, 




Mr. Chase, 


no 


Forbea, 


ay ay 


Henry, 


ay 


yirffinm, 




Mr. Lee, 


no|.« 


Jforth Carolina, 




Mr. Burke, 


ay 1-ay 


Smtth GaroUna, 




Mr. Laurens, 


"*• a;. 


Drayton, 


ay •"" 


Georgia, 




Mr. LangwoTthy, 


no l-no 



Congress have taken Measures for purchasing such Articlesof Capt: 
Cotteneau's Cargo as are necessary for the Army. * 

' A paragraph anbetitated for those strnck oat. 

'Thia vote ia entered In the margin by Thomeon. 

'This dranght, in the vritiag ot William Dner, ia in the Papen of the Qmlmental 
Omgreu, No. 19, VI, folio 241. The lett«r, as aent, in the writing of Ch&rles Thom- 
toa, and aigned by Henry I«mns, is in the LtOen to WaihingUM, toL 92, folio 46. 
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Four o*Clock, p. m. 

Congress took into consideration the draught of a letter 
in answer to General Washington's letter of the 4th, and 
some progress being made therein, 

A motion was made to adjourn, it being 10 o'clock. 

Question put, nine states being present. 

While the states were calling, Mr. [Thomas] Biirke, 
representing the State of North Carolina, after voting in 
the affirmative, declared the states might vote as they 
pleased, he would upon his honor adjourn himself; and 
thereupon he immediately withdrew, by which means 
Congress could not proceed to business. 

Mr. [Edward] Langworthy, the delegate representing 
GJeoi^a, having also withdrawn, 

Ordered, That the messenger wait on the members, and 
desire them to attend Congress. 

The messenger returned, and reported, That he had 
delivered the message of Congress to the members. That 
Mr. [Edward] Langworthy replied he would return pres- 
entiy. That Mr. [Thomas] Burke replied, "Devil take 
Tiim if he would come; it was too late and too unreason- 
able." 

Mr. [Edward] Langworthy attended, and declared that 
when he withdrew, he thought Congress was adjourned; 
and under that opinion he withdrew. 

Jietohed, That a warraot issue od the Treasurer in farour of Elias 
Boudiaot, Feq. late Commissary General of Prifionera, for four thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventeen and 14/90 Dollars in specie, and for 
seven thousand nine hundred and ninety eight and 32/90 Dollars Conti- 
nental Currency, he to be accottntable.* 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow 

•Prom ft Traaamy report, dated April 9, in the Paper* of the Qmivimtal Oangreu, 
Ro. 136, II, folio 218. Thomson has noted od it, "agroed 10th," bat no entry ap- 
pMied in Uie ioonulB. 
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SATURDAY, APRIL ii, 1778 



A letter, of the 2, from Governor Henry, of Vii^nia, 
was read, enclosing instructions to Mr. Hawkins, whom 
he has appointed to purchase live stock and meat for the 
army: 

Ordered^ That the same he referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Francis Lightfoot] Lee, 
Mr. [William Henry] Drayton and Mr. [Nathaniel] 
Scudder. 

Ordered^ That Mr. [Joseph] Beed have leave of ab- 
sence for a few days, to remove his family to a place of 
security. 

Ordered, That Colonel Cox, assistant quarter master 
general, employ a deputy to attend Congr^s, and procure 
good stables and provender for their horses, and proper 
persons to take care of the same ; and that he receive 
from each member his just proportion of the expence. 

A motion was made, that the minute made by the 
Secretary last evening, relative to the manner in which 
Congress was prevented from proceeding on business, 
be entered on the journal as of last evening. 

Whereupon it was moved, that the consideration of 
this matter be postponed to Monday next. And the yeas 
and nays being required : 



MimackuaeUa Bay, 




Conn^icut, 


Mr. Dana, 


no 


Mr. Hnntington 


Gerrj, 


ay no 


WolcotV 


Lorell, 


no 




Bhoie Iiltaid, 




Jfty, Tort, 


Mr. Ellery, 


ay lay 


Mr. Duer, 



ipt journal has Wolcott; bat the printed (Becret) jonmal has Djer. 
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Virginia^ 

Mr. F. L. Lm f^ve do answer. 
North Carolina, 

Mr. Harnett, ay \ ay 

Burke gare no answer. 
South Carolina, 

Mr. LaorenB, no ) 

Drayton, no j 

Oeorgia, 

Mr. Langworthy, ay \ ay 



Mr. Scadder, no i 

Pgnnaylvania, 

Mr. B«ed, ay ] 

Roberdeati, no l 

J. B. Smith, no | 

Maryland, 

Mr. Chase, no | 

Forbes, no I 

Henry, ay | 

So it passed in the negative. 

The minute being read and amended, 

Ordered^ That the same, as amended, be entered on the 
journal as of last evening. 

Ordered, That Mr. [Thomas] Burke be furnished with a 
copy of the minute relative to the manner in which Con- 
gress was last evening prevented from proceeding on busi- 
nesa ; and that he be allowed till Monday next to answer. 

Mr. [Thomas] Burke having, in the course of the 
debate this morning, upon his conduct last evening, 
declared, ^* That he will not submit to a tyranny of a 
majority of this Congress, which would keep birn here 
at unreasonable hours; that he wished to know the 
power of Congress over their members; that he will 
attend at times he thinks reasonable, but will not attend 
at times he thinks unreasonable, unless by force on his 
person." He admitted the answer reported by the mes- 
senger ; but, that on his absence last evening, the mem- 
ber ceased to be a body, and therefore he was guilty of 
no rudeness to Congress; and if he was guilty of an 
affront, it was to individual members, and required 
another kind of an apology; that he was not convinced 
he had done any wrong; was not disposed to make any 
kind of apology ; and if he had been guilty of improper 
behaviour, he will answer to his State. That he was 
yesterday evening unwell, and not able to attend wittiont 
prejudice to his health. 
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Ordered, That Mr. [Thomas] Burke be furnished with 
a copy of the folregoing expressions, used by him in 
the course of the debate, and minuted; and that he be 
allowed to Monday next to answer thereto. 

Ordered, That Mr. [Daniel] Eoberdeau have leave of 
absence. 

FouB o'Clook, p. m. 

A letter, of 2, from Governor Trumbull, was read: 

A letter, of 3, from Joseph Trumbull, Esq. late com- 
missary general, was read:^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 30 March, from Colonel Thomas Dyer, was 
read, repeating his request to have leave to resign his 
commission on account of his indisposition:' 

Ordered, That his resignation be accepted. 

A bill drawn by Samuel and Bobert Purviance was 
presented to Congress for payment : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of 
Commerce. 

Besolved, That three members be added to the Com- 
mittee of Commerce : 

The members chosen, Mr. [William Henry] Drayton, 
Mr. [William] Duer and Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That five millions of dollars be emitted in bills 
of credit, on the faith of the United States: 

That the number and denomination of the bills be as 
follows : 



41,667 of 40 dollars, 
41,667 of 80 do. 
41, 666 of 20 do. 
41,666 of 8 do. 
41,666 of 1 do. 


1,666,680 

1,250,010 

833,320 

883,328 

291,662 


41, 667 of 

41. 666 of 

41. 667 of 


6 dolUrs, 
5 do. 
4 do. 


250,002 
208,330 
166,668 


6,000,000 



' The letter from Q(rreraoi Tnunbnll is In th« Paper* of the Oontwnlal Oongrem, 
No. 66, 1, folio 386. 
■This letter u is the Popera q^ Ike Omtmrntol Oongreu, No. 78, VII, folio 176. 
4988-07 22 



,y Google 



338 Joumala of Congress 

That new cuts be used for etiiking off and printing: 

That the form of the bills be as follows : 

No. Dollars. 

This bill entitles the bearer to receive Spanish milled dollan, 

or the value thereof in gold or silver, according to a resolution passed 
by Congress, at York, 11 April, 1778. 

That each denomination or class of bills be nnmbered 
from number one progressively : 

That the thirteen United States be pledged for the 
redemption of the bills of credit now ordered to be 
emitted : 

That all powers and duties of Michael Hillegas, Esq. 
and of the inspectors of the press, signers and printers of 
the last emission, shall extend to the said fire millions 
now to be emitted, subject, however, to such directions and 
instructions as the Board ot Treasury may judge expedient.' 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a farther 
report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in fa- 
vour of the Marine Committee, for 10,000 dollars, to be 
transmitted to William Smith, Esq. at Baltimore, for the 
purchase of flour and iron for the use of the navy in the 
eastern department. 

That another warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of the same committee, for 800 dollars, in part payment 
of wages due Daniel Stoddard, master builder of the 
frigates in Vii^inia. 

That a Warrant issue on William Armistead, Esq. commissioner of 
tlie Loan Office in the State of Virginia, in favor of the Marine Com- 
mittee, for Eight Thou>iand Dollars, for the use of Messrs. Maxwell 
and Loyall, auperintendants of the frigates building in Virginia, all 
which sums, amounting to Eighteen Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars 
are to be charged to the said Marine Committee.* 
>Thia rapoitis in the Papen of the Omlinemat Oangrtu, Na 13$, II, folio S17. 
■Thia report is in the Paptr$ of the Continental Qmgret*, No. 136, II, folio 216. 
AgunHt the Uat pBTdgnph LanieoB wrote: "Fottponed bfdedreof theSbrineCooi- 
mitoe, 11 April," 
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The member from North Carolina [Thomas Burke] 
having offered a paper to Congress, as his answer to the 
chaise against him, a debate thereon ensued, in which 
the same member, having made use of expressions which 
were deemed exceptionable, as charging Congress with a 
combination against him, he was called to order; where- 
upon he said, "I do believe, that that gentleman from 
New York and others, are in a combination against me 
in this business." These words being taken down, and 
read by the President, the member from North Carolina 
acknowledged they were truly taken down. 

Mr. President: I received the proceedings of the bouse with 
respect, and (protesting ttiat antil the laws of the State I represent 
shall expressly declare the contrary, I shall hold myself accountable 
for my conduct in Congress to that State, and no other power on 
earth,) I shall use the freedom which according to my idea belongs 
to s Republican, and a representative of a Sovereign people in the 
answers I shall make. I consider the minutes of tte lOtb of April as 
a charge of a breach of order in the thing, and a contempt in the man- 
ner. I admit that witiidrawing without the permission of Congress 
is a breach of order, and I hold that no member can deny his personal 
attendtuce at reasonable hours or even his sentiments on any question 
debated before him, except by special leave of the house, without 
incurring the penalties on misbehavior in oflSce, and I have only to 
alledge in aoeuse that I had so uniformiy observed the members of 
Congress withdraw themselves at pleasure from attendance on Con- 
gress, and without reprehension, that I thought it not improper to use 
a liberty which had been denied, as I conceived, to no other member, 
when I deemed the subject of too much importance to be debated and 
determined, at a time when the faculties of the membera were tired by 
the attendance of a whole day, and when my own particular indispo- 
sition rendered me incapable of giving that attention which I thought 
my duty to my constituents required. 

As to the manner, I am not conscious of having intended a contempt. 
I did not, nor do I now admit that less than nine States can make a 
Congress. I understood not that the message came from the Presi- 
dent, but deemed that it came from Colonel Dner, whose name the 
messenger particularly mentioned, from whom he delivered a private 
message to the delegate from Georgia, requesting his company as a 
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fsTor, and to whom I intended my words should be conveyed. Before 
my departure, I heard Mr. Lorell from Massachosetta say to the 
House, *' there is no further occasion to oUl the states, this declara- 
tion is decisiTe;" in which 1 thought the House acquiesced, and that 
the adjournment was compleat. The Delegates from Georgia, who 
always answered the last in order, accompanied me under the same 
persuasion. With respect to the minules of the elerentii, protesting 
that as a delegate representing a free and sovereign people, I am 
entitled to entire freedom of debate, I say that the expressions minuted 
were Bcoompanied with and explained by other expressions not minuted, 
which declared my sense to be, that Congress hare a power so far as 
to enforce the attendance of the members, that if the hours of attend- 
ance were ascertained by Congress I would punctually attend but if 
not I must use my own judgment at the risk of any consequent pun- 
ishments as to the time being reasonable when my presence is required; 
that I am at all times ready and billing to submit my conduct and 
opinions to my constituents, in whose justice I have the firmest confi- 
dence, and to whom I owe as a duty, to prevent, if I can, the decision 
of important matters, when members cannot duly attend them, that 
conviction of error fdways did, and always shall precede concession 
with me. 

That (abstracts [apart]'from the breach of order under considera- 
tion which I meant not to justify, but excuse) my general political 
opinions were, that undue or unreasonable exercise of any power tho' 
lawful power, is Tyrranical, and that no freeman is bound to submit to 
it. That every freeman must use hia own judgment on it before he 
determines to disobey, for until he does disobey there can be no sub- 
ject for any other judgment and it remains for his Country to dedde 
whether he is mistaken or not, and if he is, he incurs the penalties 
provided by I^w. 

That it is Criminal in membei-a of Congress to withhold their attend- 
ance when the public safety requires it, but that they are to be judged 
and punished by the Laws of the State they represent, and no other 
power. 

These sentiments however expressed, I avow, and as to the language, 
I know no obligation I am under to use a courtly Stile. My exprea- 
sions are usually what first occur and in this instance were not intended 
to offend. 

I shall only add that I mean not by any thing I hare here said to 
submit myself to any Jurisdiction, but thiit of the State I represent, 
such sulmussion being in my Idea injurious to tlie majesty thereof; 
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nor do I meui to forego any of my owb righta as a citizen entitled to 
the benefit of the Laws and ConstitutioD of the free State of North 
Carolina. 

Thomab Bdbxh. 

The above writing I compared with Mr. Burke's defence and it con- 
tains the express words spoken or read by him in Congress. Witness 
by my hand. Com. SamOt. York, April 18th, 1778." 

Wab Office, AprU 11, 1778. 

Present, General Gates, General Mifflin, Colonel Pickering, and 
Mr. Peters. 

Agreed to report to Congress: 

Jieaolved, That a committee be appointed to confer with Colonel 
William Batter relative to the state of fort Pitt, and the troops em- 
ployed there and in the neighbouring country; also concerning the 
magazines of provisions laid up in different places by Colonel Geoi^ 
Morgan.* 

Adjourned to 9 o'clock to morrow [on Monday] . 

MONDAY, APRIL 13. 1778 

A letter, of 28 March, and one of 3 April, from William 
Aylett, enclosing a letter of 1, from Governor Henry, of 
Virginia, were read : 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Francis Lightfoot] Lee, 
Mr. [William Henry] Drayton, and Mr. [Nathaniel] Scud- 
der. 

A letter, of the 10, from General Washington, enclos- 
ing extracts of letters from General Putman, General 
M'Dougall, and Colonel Shreve, was read:' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [William] Duer, Mr. [Sam- 
uel] Chase, and Mr. [Francis] Dana. 

^Norih CaraUna Coloniai Eteordt, 13, 87. 

*Thia report ia in the Papen of the Cemtinental Congrat, No. 147, II, foUo 7. 

■This letter is in the Papert(t^tA«amtm«nJ(da)m^, No. 162, V, b>Uo439. 
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The committee to wliom was referred the letter from 
Br^adier Smallwood, brought in a report, which was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be re -committed, and that the com- 
mittee be instructed to prepare a letter to the State of 
Delaware, acquainting them of the grounds on which 
Congress proceeded in their late order to Brigadier Small- 
wood, to seize Thomas White, Charles Gordon, &c. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed forthwith 
to employ proper persons accurately to examine the river 
Susquehanna and its several fords, from the mouth to 
Harris's Ferry, and to report their opinion to the Board, 
which of the fords it would be most advisable to secure, 
and which wholly to obstruct, and at what places the boats 
on the river can be best secured; and the Board are 
directed to give the necessary orders, and t^e the most 
effectual measures to secure the several pa^es and fords 
on the river, and to procure a survey of Octorara, Pequea 
and Conestoga creeks. 

Resolved, That to morrow oe assigned for electing a 
secretary to the Board of War and Ordnance. 

Resolved, That the commissioners of the United States 
in France be authorized to determine and settle with the 
house of Roderique Hortales & Co., the compensation, if 
any, which should be allowed them on all merchandise 
and warlike stores, shipped by them for the use of the 
United States, previous to the 14 day of April, 1778, over 
and above the commission allowed them in the 6th article 
of the proposed contract between the Committee of Com- 
merce and John Baptiste Lazarus Theveneau de Francey. 

Congress resumed the consideration of a draught of a 
letter in answer to a letter of the 4th, from General Wash- 
ington, ^nd some progress being made therein. 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned to the afternoon. 
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Mr. ]Sichard Hutson, a delegate from South Carolina, 
attended and took his seat : 

The delegates of Pensylvania, to whom were referred 
the letter from Colonel Hartley, and representation from 
the Board of War, report a resolution of the general 
assembly of Pensylyania, granting, agreeably to the pro- 
posal of Congress, permission to Colonel Hartley to inlist 
men for his battalion within that State, and allowing the 
men, so recruited, the bounty granted by the State to 
soldiers inlisted for their regiments, the men to be con- 
sidered as a part of the quota of the said State. 

The committee appointed to revise the rtdes and orders 
for the conduct of business in Congress, brought in a 
report. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the letter in 
answer to General Washington's letter of the 4th, and 
sundry amendments being made, the letter was approved : 

Ordered, That a copy be made out, and that the same 
be signed by the President, and transmitted to the General. 

A motion was made, that it be declared in the letter 
that Congress cannot consent to any exchange on parole, 
and have therefore ordered the officers in our hands to 
wait the settlement of a general cartel : 

The yeas and nays being required, 



9 \ DO 



MamchvutH Bay, 




S/mo Jeftey, 


Mr.DMiii, 


no 


Mr. Sondder, 


Gerry, 


DO no 


Pennxyloama, 


Lorell, 


no 


Mr. J. B. Smith, 


Bhodtldmd, 




Jamea Smith 


Mr. EUery, 


ay(»y 


Xamland, 


Connecticut, 




Mr. Chase, 


Mr. HuntiDgton, 


no^no 


Forbes, 


New Tork, 




N:/rth CkmiirM, 


Mr. Duer, 


no}* 


Mr. Burke, 



,Google 



344 J<mma\» of Congress 

South Carolina, I Oeoryia, 

Mr. lAurens, no I Mr. Langvorthy, no \ no 

Drayton, no f | 

So it passed in the negative. 

Resolved^ That the prisoners who are detained at Lan- 
caster, be sent forward, agreeably to the orders given by 
the commissary general of prisoners. 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 1778 

A letter, of 9, from the Board of War, enclosing smi- 
dry affidavits relative to the flag stopped at Lancaster, 
was read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [William] Duer, Mr. [Wil- 
liam Henry] Drayton, and Mr. J[onathan] B[ayard] 
Smith. 

The committee to whom were referred sundry letters 
from General Howe to General Washington, brought in 
a report: 

Ordered, l!)MLt it be re -committed w the foregoing 
committee. 

A memorial from the general assembly of Pensylva- 
nia, relative to forts built in the county of Westmoreland 
and provisions laid up there, was read : ' 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Congress resxuned the consideration of the report of 
the committee appointed to confer with Mr. Wadsworth; 
Whereupon, 

Whereas, it is expedient for the service of the United States, that 
the Department of Commissary General should be so regulated i»-te 
• Thia manorial, dated April 2, is in the POpcri of the OorUmentai Ooagrtit, No. <1, 
VUI. foUo 60. 
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induoo Mod of Integrity a nd - worth to witop ioto it oa to hold out the 
best prospect of procuring the enda of that establishment; it is there- 
fore 

Resolved, That the commissary general of purchases 
have full power to appoint and remove every officer in 
his department:^ 

That the commiaeary general shaU, from time to time, 
as the service may require, visit the armies and posts of 
the United States, and be subject to the orders of the 
Commander in Chief : 

That the commissary general shall not be obliged to 
reside at the place where Congress sit, but he shall there 
keep an office, to which all general returns in his depart- 
ment shaU be made, and which shall be mider the inspec- 
tion and direction of the Board of War; every officer 
necessary to that office being daily allowed one ration of 
provisions; office rent, fire wood, candles, paper, wax, 
wafers and quills, being furnished at the expence of the 
United States : 

That the commissary general, or his clerk at the office 
of general returns, shall receive from the treasury, by 
warrant in the usual manner, all sums of money neces- 
sary for the service of his department, and shall be enti- 
tled to receive one half per cent, on aU sums by him paid 
to the deputy commissaries general for the public service, 
who, in their respective districts, shall furnish the nec- 
essary sums of money to the purchasing commissaries in 
such districts : each deputy commissary general shall be 
entitled to receive one half per cent, upon all sums of 
money by him paid to the purchasing commissaries in his 
district; and also three rations of provision when in 
camp : each purchasing commissary shaU be entitled to 
receive a commission, not exceeding two per cent, upon 

' Hiis paiagTRph was rejected, bat later restored and agreed to. 
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all sums of money by h^m laid out in the discharge of his 
office : and the conmiisaaiy general and his deputies shall 
be allowed forage for their horses, when at any post 
where there is forage for the service of the United States, 
and shall have their horses shod at any shop belonging to 
the United States : 

That money for the use of the commissary general's 
department, shall be transmitted from the commissary 
general's office to the respective deputy commissaries 
general, and expresses sent on the necessary business of 
that department at the expence of the United States. 

That no person actinfr in the commissary General's 
r t rti > M i. department ou{i;ht, while in that department, to be liable 
to militia doty. 

That it be recommended to the governments of the 
several states to exempt from militia duties all persons, 
who are, bona Me, engaged in the commissary general's 
department: 

That the commissary general shall appoint an assistant 
to reside at head quarters, under the orders of the Com- 
mander in Chief : the assistant shall be entitled to receive 
a daily pay of five dollars, an allowance of rations, two 
for himself and one for his servant, forage for two horses, 
which shaU be shod at the expence of the United States : 

That the commissary general, the deputy commissaries 
general, and the purchasing commissaries respectively, 
shall provide teams and drivers for transporting provi- 
sions at the expence of the United States, when teams and 
drivers for such services cannot, in due time, be obtained 
from the quarter master general's department: 

That the commissary general shall assign to the several 
purchasing commissaries, their respective districts for the 
sphere of their purchases, out of which they shall not 
make any purchase for the United States, nor into which 
they shall give any encouragement for the bringing any 
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commodities from any other purchasiBg commissary's dis- 
trict, unless thereto expressly authorized by the commis- 
sary general or deputy commissary general of the district : 

That each purchasing commissary, upon his entrance 
into office, shall take an oath before some magistrate, 
*' that he will not directly nor indirectly take any measure, 
nor cause or countenance any to be taken, to raise the 
price of any articles within the view of the commissary 
general's department; that he wiU use his best skill and 
judgment in purchasing, on the most reasonable terms, 
on account of the United States, and that he will give to 
the commissary general, from time to time, the earliest 
information of such frauds and abuses in his department 
as shall come to his knowledge:" [and the affidavit so 
taken shaU be returned to the commissary general, and 
by bim lodged in the war office:] ^ 

That all persons in the commissary general's depart- 
ment shall take bills of parcels for all the articles by them 
respectively purchased, receipts for all the monies by 
them respectively paid, and receipts for all articles de- 
livered, to be produced as necessary vouchers at their 
several settlements : 

That the purchasing commissaries shall make monthly 
returns to the deputy commissaries general of their 
respective districts, of their purchases and the prices 
paid, and shall settle their accounts once in six months : 

That the deputy commissaries general shall, once in 
every two months, make their returns to the commissary 
general's o£&ce of general returns, and shall settle their 
accounts at that office whenever required to do so by the 
commissary general : 

That every three months the commissary general shaU 
render to Congress an account of his receipts and expen- 
ditures, and every nine months a state of the general 

' Theae words were imwrtod by Heuy Laoieiu. 
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returns of his departonent, and such account and state 
shall be returned at such other times as Congress shall 
require: 

That Buy Deputy CommisBary General or Purohasingf Cominisaary 
transgreasing any part of these regulatioos, havins; by hia auperior 
been enabled to comply with them in consequence of proper advances 
of money, shall for the first offence be removed from office. 

That all former regulations of Congress, relative to the 
department of the commissary general of purchases, which 
interfere with the foregoing resolutions, be repealed.' 

The committee to whom the letter from Governor 
Henry, of Virginia, together with a oonbract made by Ttim 
with Mr. Hawkins for the purchase of cattle, was 
referred, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Eesolv^^ That Mr. Hawkins proceed to purchase beef, 
cattle and bacon, agreeably to his contract with Governor 
Henry ; and that Mr. Aylett, present deputy conunisswy 
general of purchases, be desired to continue to execute the 
remaining duties of his office, until Colonel Wadsworth, 
commissary general, shall give further orders with 
respect to that department.^ That Mr. Wadsworth be 
directed to transmit money to Governor Henry, of Vir- 
ginia, to enable Mr. Hawkins to go on with his purchases. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter of the 
10th, from General Washington, brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration; after debate, 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed till to morrow.' 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

> This report, in the writing of William HeiU7 Dnyton, nve the last pangn^i, 
which 1b in that of William Daer, is in the Papvn of the Contxoiaaal Congrett, No. 2S, 
foliolll. It iaendoraed: "Bead 3d April. Debated on oommlasion, and postponed 
till Oommittee from camp amTee in CongreeB." 

* To this point the report in the writing of Frandfl Lighttoot Lee, la in ttte iPnpera<tf 
Oie CanlKMnidl Congrai, No. 3S, folio 115. 

' It waa postponed on the request of PomaylTania. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 1778 

A letter, of 13, from Mr. R. Morris, and one of the 8th, 
from John Swanwick, were read;^ 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of the Committee of Commerce, for 5,231 83/90 dollars, to 
enable them to pay a bUI for that sum drawn on them by 
Samuel and Bobert Purriance ; the said committee to be 
accountable." 

Resolved, That George Campbell, Esq. be appointed a 
manager of the United States' lottery. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report 
respecting the establishment of a new Board of Treasury, 
which was read : 

The Board of Treasury agree to Report the following Plan of a New 
Board: 

That a Board to consist of five Members, not of Congress, be 
appointed to superintend the affairs of the Treajmiy, and that three 
be a qnontm. 

That it be the Duty of the Board to examine from time to time the 
State of the Treasury, prepare Estimates of the PubHck expence and 
report thereon to Congress. 

To superintend such Emissions of Bills of Credit, Bills of Exchange, 
and Loan Office Certificates as may be ordered by Congress, and to 
furnish Materials and employment to persons for conducting this 



To deliver the said Bills Eud Certificates to the Treasurer, taking 
his receipt for the same. 

To direct the affairs of the Loan and Lottery offices, and all persons 
acting in these Departments. 

'The letter of Morris ia in tha Papen of the QmtinenUU Oongreu, No. 137, Appen- 
dix, folio 229; that of Swanwick, in No. 78, xx, folio 203. 

■This report, dated April 13, is in the Papen of the Qmtineniai Oonffreu, No. 136, 
U, folio 221. 
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To see that the publick accounts are properly liqnidated and kepL 

To transact such other matters as may be referred to them by Con- 
gress and keep fair Becords of all their proceeding 

That for these purposes the Board of Treasury shall keep an office 
in the City or place where Congress shall from Time to Time hold their 
Sessions, tlie necessary Ezpences of which shall be defrayed by the 
PubUck. 

That an Auditor and Deputy Auditor General be appointed by 
Congress. 

That it be the Duty of the Auditor, or in his absence of the Deputy 
Auditor General, to direct the stating, arranging and keeping the 
publick accounts subject to the controul of the Board of Treasury. 

That the Board be authorised to appoint a sufficient Number of 
Oommisaioners, Auditors and Clerks for liquidating the publick 
accounts, and instruct them in the Duties of their respective offices; 
and that they discharge from time to time such of the said officers as 
they may judge expedient, reporting to Congress the Names of the 
Persons so appointed or discharged. 

That all Contracts, Securities and obligations entered into or taken 
by Congress or the Board, shall be lodged or kept in the Treasury 
office of accounts, and that all persons to whom publick Monies have 
been or shall be advanced or paid by Congress, shall be Charged with 
the same in the Books of the office, for which purpose every warrant 
on the Treasurer, or any of the Commissioners of the L<»n offices, 
which shall Issue after Uie Treaaary office shall be opened, shall pre- 
vious to its being paid be entered at the said office, and the entry cer- 
tified OD the Warrant by a Member of the Board, the Auditor, or 
Deputy Auditor General. 

That no receipt of the Treasurer for publick Monies shall be admitted 
as a Voucher before it is entered at the Treasury office, and the Entry 
certified thereon, as aforesaid. 

That all Assemblies, Conventions, Councils and Committees of 
Safety, Conmiissioners, Paymasters, and others entrusted with publick 
Money, shall, within a reasonable time after being called upon for 
that purpose by the Board of Treasury, produce their Accounts and 
Vouchers in order to their being adjusted and settled. 

That the Board of Treasury shall be authorised to call on any officer 
of the United States for such Materials and Information as the Board 
may judge useful in stating, explaining or settiing the publick accounts. 
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That each Member of the Board of Treasary, the Auditor, and 
Deputy Auditor General and Clerks before entering upon their office, 
shall reapectirely take an Oath, to be administered to tlie Board by the 
president of Congress, and to the other officers by some one or more 
of the Members of the Board, Certificates whereof shall be filed in 
the Treasury office, "well and faithfully to execute the Tmst reposed 
in them as Members of the Board, Auditor, or Clerk" as the case 
may be, " according to the best of their Skill and Judgments, and to 
disclose no matter, the knowledge of which shall be acquired in Con- 
sequence of such their Office, or which they shall be directed to keep 
secret" 

That Dollars per Day be allowed to each Mem- 

ber of the Board of Treasary; Dollars per Day 

to the Auditor Qenera]; and the same allowaiices to the Deputy Audi- 
tor General, Commissioners of Accounts, Auditors of the Army, and 
Oerks, as are already provided by Resolutions of Congress.' 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed 
to Friday next. 

The committee appointed to prepare a letter to the 
State of Delaware, brought in a draught, which was read, 
amended, and agreed to : 

Sib; Congress are acquainted by General Smallwood, that their late 
order to him to secure the Persons of Tho' White, and Cha' Gordon, 
and others of your State whose going at large he might deem danger- 
ous, and to send them to a Place of security, has given some disgust 
to your Government, and that an Habeas Corpus is granted to procure 
their Dischai^. 1 am directed to inform You of the Grounds of the 
above order, and doubt nob of a n Aequio a ooDeo in a Mc as uro who s o 
only Motive w as the object, of which were the security of your State, 
and ft pfopoj Attention to the safety of the other States. It is a n 
iooontFOvertible f a ct Congi'esa had received information, on which they 
rely, that a very great Majority of the Inhabitants of Kent and Sussex 
and a eonaidopable Part of Kew Castle, are disaffected, and many of 
them avowed and bitter Enemies to our Independance. Congress 
esteem themselves bound in Duty to watch over and to endeavor to pre- 

> This report is in the Fapert of tJu Contiwnkd CangrtM, No. 136, II, folio 223. It is 
oidoTsed: "Read, A. M. 16 April. Ordered for 17tb. Bead aRsin, and poatponed 
toletJtme. Beemned 30 JDI7. Beferred toaoommitteeof five, viz: Hortis,Oen7, 
Witherepoon, TelWr, E. H. Lee." 
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serve the general Welfare; t h e y will no t in te rf e p e wi th the Poti e e of 

my of the S totcO) of l a y H ft nd a on t my of tbt a p B Bbjootoi nnleoo a ny 

Sta te rfwuld beeome difl a ffcetod t '" C a oco of grtnane no eea aity md 

from tbat dia a ffeetion bfr -p onderod in eti p ft ble] op un aMe-te 

o» e eute i te own ' € r O¥e > Mnwitl t be - EieiHii a o of P ew ep « 

tbc B O CiwMimatnBccO) 0F - d a wBgtb ft 'iRg» of a n In w wion 

oMiiiot bo di a wH into Pp e e e deet in TSate o f ■ P eaee. 

i^tfi dww e in the a ooomMy t wd « 



ti» e oi you p S t at o; eompoo e d a t pw»cn t of G ^ mt l wtMio -w cU a tt a ched to 

t ho Cwmnon C a ua e ) bu t C o ngwiaa d o<«t e d - tho Powo p of yoiip Sta te 

in a dequ at e fpwn the ye iy g re a t Inequ a lity between the Whig a-aad 

Topic B ^ a nd w er e appp e honmy e if youp E»eeutiyo a tt<»nptod t o-aaae 

the Lo a der a of youp Mal ip Mmte rii at you p- We a knc aB' would be d iaeey- 

O P od and th a t you would beeoBW- Bo p e - odiou a - t o Uio a e w hwn yea 

aannot go¥eBBi and hare heretofore exercised similar powers in the 

other States without giving any offence. 

A. The clause opposite this letter was amended in this manner:' 

"They will not interfere with the police of any of the States, or 

lay bands on any ot their Subjects, unless in cases of extreme necessity. " 

And a Motion being made to ^qpunge the paragraph oa amended: * 



ICDima 


ay 


JCCSuse 


ay 


W. LoToU 


«y 


M; Henry 


•y 


M^ Eltery 


«J 


M^Loo 


•y 


M^ Huntington 


»J 


M^Burlie 


ay 


M^ Woloot 


•y 


in: Harnet 


ay 


MIDuer 


no 


>E Laurens 


ay 


W. 0. Morris 


ay 


M^ Drayton 


no 


M^ Scudder 


ay 


M^Hut»ton[Hulaon] 


oo 


M^ J.' Smith 


ay 


M^ Langwortliy 


no' 


M^ J. B. Smifli 


ay 







Ordered, That a copy of the said letter be made out and 
signed by the president, and transmitted to the president 
of the State of Delaware. 

Resolved, That Congress approve of Brigadier Small- 
wood's conduct in apprehending Thomas White and 

' Theoe pMiagraphB are endorsed on the report by Charlee Thomson. The dnuight, 
in the vriting of Bamnel Chaae, is in the Paperi of Oxe Omtmentat Qmgrat, No. 20, 
II, folio 209. 
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Oharles Gordon, by virtae of their order of the 26tli 
March last. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
prepare and report terms to be offered to snch foreign 
officers and soldiers in the service of the king of Great 
Britain, as shall quit that serrice and chuse to become 
citizens of any of the United States of America: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Chase, Mr. [Fran- 
cis] Dana, and Mr. G[ouverneur] Morris. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the commissioner of 
the loan office in the State of Pen^lvania, in favor of 
the president and council of the said State for the sum of 
20,000 doUars, to be by them put into the hands of proper 
persons for the purpose of purchasing horses in the said 
State, for the use of the army of the United States ; the 
said State to be accountable: 

Seaoived, That a wamuit issue in favor of Jos^b Trumbull Esq. 
late Commissary General on tbe Xioan Office of the State of 
Conoecticut for one hundred thousand Dollars, to enable 
him to discharge the Debts which he contracted for the 
Public, while acting in (hat Department, and for which he is to be 
accountable. 

That a warrant issue on tbe conunissioner of tbe loan 
office in the State of Pensylvania, in favor of Thomas 
Beed, assistant pay master general, to discharge General 
Washington's draught on William Palfrey, pay master 
general, in favor of Clement Biddle, commissary general 
of forage, for 10,666 2/3 dollars; dated at camp, the 21st 
of January last: 

That a warrant issue on the commissioner of the loan 
office in the State of Pensylvania, in favour of John Gib- 
son, auditor general, for the sum of 61,631 1/3 doUars, to 
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enable him to discharf^ the reeidue of a warrant drawn 
on him by the President of Congress, dated the 14th of 
September last, in favour of the supreme executive coun- 
cil of the State of Pensylvania, for the sum of two hun- 
dred thousand dollars.^ 

FouB o'clock, p. m. 

Mr. [Charles] Carroll, a delegate from Maryland, 
attended, and took his seat in Congress. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on General Washington's letter of the 10th; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^ That General Gates be directed forthwith to 
repair to Fishkill, on Hudson's river, and take the com- 
mand [of all troops which now are, or shall be collected 
and stationed at the posts on that river, and in the whole] * 
northern department; and immediately take efEectud 
measures to secure the communication with the eastern 
states, by maintaining the possession of Hudson's river; 
and for that purpose , that he be empowered to provide such 
a number of gallies, gun-boats, fire-rafte, chains, cas- 
soons, andchevaux-de-frize, and erect such fortifications 
as he may judge necessary, taking care that the fortifica- 
tions be not too extensive, and also to carry on opera- 
tions against the enemy if any favorable occasion should 
offer: 

That to enable him to carry into execution the purpose 
aforementioned. General Gates be authorized to call fojd 
militia and artificers from the states of New York, Coi^nt 
necticut, Massachusetts bay, and New Hampshire ; and i 
case the enemy shall evacuate Bhode Island, from thtU- 
State also ; and it is hereby earnestly recommended to t^nd 
said states, to afford every assistance in their power, t^^^ 

' Thii report ia in the Papert of (A« ConHneniai Oan^rm, No. 138, II. folio 231. *■ 
■ Words in bnckels were inaerted b7 William EHery. 
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well in sending forth their militia in such numbers, and 
for such time, as General Gates shall think proper, as in 
furnishing artificers, materials and other necessaries for 
fortifying and obstructing the said river :^ 

That General Gates be directed, from time to time, to 
afford every assistance in his power in forwarding the 
draughts and other reinforcements destined for the main 
army. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
prepare a draught of instructions to Major General Gates : 

The members chosen, Mr. G[ouvemeur] Morris, Mr. 
[Francis] Dana, and Mr. [William] Buer. 

A memorial from Mons. Mondret, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report ; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in fa- 
vour of William Buchanan, Esq. late commissary general 
of purchases, for 200,000 dollars, for the use of the com- 
missary's department in the middle district; for which 
he is to be accountable : 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favor of James 
Forbes, Esq. delegate from Maryland, for 700 dollars, 
advanced upon his application, and to be charged to the 
said State.' 

A letter, of the 9th, from Governor Livingston, of 
New Jersey, with the copy of a petition from the officers, 
civil and military, of the county of Cumberland, was 
read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the 
representation from the general assembly of New Jersey, 

'Thianport, inthewiitiiigof FraodaDKna, isinthePoperto/thcCbniincnbilOm- 
pvM, Na 19, U, foUoe 3S8 uid 380. Itiaendoraed " deUtod 14 A. M. Pcwtptoed 
by Pwuwylvmk." 
■This report ia in tha Papen oflht Cbntmenfol OmgrtM, No. 130, II, folio 221^ 
■Thia letter ia in the Paftn qfOu Cbnttncntol Oonffnt^ No. 68, folio 3G1. 



,y Google 



356 Jourruila of Congress 

and that Mr. 0[onTemeur] Morris be added to the said 
committee. 
Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, APRIL i6, 1778 

Resolved, That a commission of captain be granted to 
Mr. Capitaine, in the corps of engineers, in the service 
of the United States of America, and that he rank from 
the 1st of December, 1776. 

The Committee of Commerce report, that they have 
executed the contract with Mr. Francey, agent to Mr. 
Beaumarchais, representative of the house of Roderique 
Hortales & Co. ^3*eeably to the order of Congress, and 
that the same is signed by William Ellery, James Forbes, 
William Henry Drayton, and William Duer, members of 
the Committee of Commerce : 

Ordered, That the duplicate of the agreement entered 
into between the Committee of Commerce and Mr. 
Francey, be lodged with the said Committee. 

Resolved, That Mr. William Bingham, agent of the 
TTnited States of America, now resident in Martinique, 
be authorized to draw bills of exchange at double usance 
on the commissioners of the United States at Paris, for 
any sums, not exceeding in the whole, 100,000 livres tour- 
nois, to enable him to discharge debts by him contracted 
on account of the said states ; for which draughts he is 
to be accountable. 

Resolved, That nothing contained in the system for the 
commissary general's department, shall be construed to 
make the commissary general liable for the misapplica- 
tion of money for the use of his department, by any 
inferior officer in that department, provided that he shall 



,y Google 



April, 1778 



857 



take bonds from the deputy commissaries general and 
assistant commissary general, respectively appointed by 
him, with not less than tiro good and sufficient securities, 
in the sum of twenty thousand dollars, to be by him 
lodged in the treasury office: and the said deputy com- 
missaries shall be exonerated of all sums of money by 
them respectively paid to the purchasing commissaries, 
provided they shall take bonds from the said purchasing 
commissaries respectively, with not less than two good 
and sufficient securities, la the sum of ten thousand dol- 
lars, which bonds they shall lodge In the said treasury 
office. 

The yeas and nays being required, 
Maasachuaetta Say,, 

Mr. Dana, "'^ 1 « 

Genj, no ) 

Shade Island, 

Mr. Elleiy, ay ^-ay 



ay 



no [-no 



Mr. Chase, 
Oarroll, 
Forbes, 
Henry, 
North Oar^ina, 
Mr. Burke, 
Harnett, 
South Carolina, 
Mr. Laurens, 
Drayton, 
HuteoD, 
Georgia, 
Mr. Langworthy, 



div. 



ay 1-ay 



Coniiecticat, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Wolcott, 
Sma York, 
Mr. Duer, 

G. Morris, 
New Jersey, 

Mr. Scudder, 
Pennaylvama, 
Mr. J. B. Smith, 
James Smith, 

So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of 
the committee of the whole, respecting an allowance to 
officers after the war ; Whereupon, 

The letters of 24 March and 10 April, from General 
Washington, so far as they respect this matter, were 
called for and read, and a motion was made, that such 
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parts of the said letters as relate to the maHn g an es- 
tablishment for ofBcers in the army, be entered on the 
journals ; upon which the previous question was moved, 
whether that question be now pat ; and the yeas and nays 
being required, 



MuBOchvuttt Stty^ 






MoT/lmd, 




Hr. Dana, 


no 




Mr.Chue, 


•y 


Gerry, 


DO 


no 


CUTOU, 


ay ay 


LoyeU, 


no 




Henry, 


•y 


Blxit lOat^d, 






Mrih Otrclina, 




Mr. Ellery, 


no 


no 


Mr. Burke, 


""U™ 


OmiurfiCTrf, 






Harnett^ 


ayP' 


Mr. HuDtrngton, 


no 




South CuvUna, 




Wolcott, 


no 




Mr. Laurens, 


DO 


mu Tori, 






Drayton, 


ay ay 


Mr. Daer, 


V 




Kutson, 


ay 


O. Morrb, 


•y 


ay 


Otorgia, 




yinojeney. 






Mr. Langworthy, 


ay }-ay 


Mr. Soudder, 


no 


no 
















Mr. J. B. Smith, 


no 








James Smith, 


no 


no 







So it passed in the negative. 

Mr. Thomas Adams, a delegate from Virginia, attended, 
and took his seat in Congress. 

An amendment was moved in lieu of the whole report 
as follows: 

Congress, however desirous of giving every reasonable 
encouragement to officers of the army who bravely haz- 
ard their lives in defence of their country, and however 
anxious to make an honorable provision for them after 
the close of the war, being apprehensive of the conse- 
quence of a military establishment, especially without 
knowing the sense of their constituents on a subject of 
such high importance : 

Resolved, That the proposed plan for a military estab- 
lishment be postponed, and that a letter be addressed to 
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the several states, and that they be requested to take into 
their most serious consideration, and give their opinion 
on the following questions : 

1. Whether some provision ought not to be made for 
the officers of the continental army after the conclusion 
of the war I 

2. Whether that provision should be for life, or for a 
term of years f 

3. Whether any provision should be made for the wid- 
ows of such as have fallen, or shall fall in battle, or die 
in captivity, or in the service! 

4. Whether some farther compensation or reward ought 
not to be granted to the privates who continue in the 
continental army till the close of the war? 

A previous question being moved, whether that ques- 
tion be now put, and the yeas and nays reqtiired, a mem- 
ber declined to answer, alleging he was warranted so to 
do by the practice of the house ; 

Whereupon, the resolution of the 26 August last, was 
called for and read; and thereupon, 

Besolved, That when a member is called upon to answer 
ay or no, he may not of right withhold his voice. 

The yeas and nays being then taken on the previous 
question : 



Maaaacfuuettg Say, 

Mr, Danii, 

Gerry, 

Lovell, 

Bhode Idamd, 

Mr. Ellery, 

Mr. HuntiDgton, 
Wolcott, 
JVtfuj York, 

Mr. Duer, 
G. Morris, 



ay [ay 



JV«o Jersey, 

Mr. Scudder, 
Petitixyboania, 
Mr. J. B. Smith, 
James Smith, 
Marylamd, 
Mr. Chase, 
CarroU, 
Forbes, 
Henry, 



ayjsy 



,y Google 



Journals of Congress 



Virginia, 




JMA OnvUwi, 




Mr. F. L. Lee, 


no 


Mr. Laurens, 


•y 


fiaoieter, 


no no 


DmjtoD, 


no «]r 


T. Adams, 


no 


HatflOD, 


«y 


North Carolina, 




0«»^ 




Mr. Burke, 


°°l,.o 


Mr. Ijui^oithy, 


no^DO 


Hwnett, 


not 







So it passed in the negative. 

The Committee on the Treasury beg leave to report the foUowini; 
Beeolation: 

Boohed, TbataWarrantlssueoQtheTreasurerinfaToarof James 
Bryson for Three thousand Dollars, to be by him delivered to Bichard 
Bache, Esq., Postmaster general, for the use of his Department, and 
for which he is to be accountable.' 

Adjonmed to 9 o'Glock to Morrow. 



FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 1778 

Besolved, That Mr. T[homas] Adams be added to the 
Committee of Commerce. 

A report from the Board [of War] was read; 'Where- 
upon, 

Besolved, That Brigadier Stark be employed in the 
northern department, under the command of General 
Gbtes. 

. The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report ; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That 500 dollars be paid to John Brown, for 
the use of Robert Morris, Esq. to discharge four bills of 
125 dollars each, drawn by John Ashe, treasurer of 
North Carolina, dated 10 May last, in favour of James 
Paynerille ; the State to be charged therewith : 

1 Thia lepcHt is in the Fapen o/the Ootttrntnlal Oongrtn, No. 186, II, folio 238;. 
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That 1166 60/90 dollars be advanced to Cornelius 
Harnett, Esq. a delegate from North Carolina, upon his 
application, and charged to the said State: 

That 30,000 dollars be advanced to Dr. Potts, and that 
a warrant issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, Esq. 
commissioner of the continental loan office in the State 
of Pennsylvania, for the farther sum of 70,000 dollws, 
for the use of the hospital in the middle district; for 
which sums the said Dr. Potts is to be accountable : 

That 1,500,000 dollars be advanced to Jeremiah 
Wadswortb, Esq. commissary general of purchafies, for 
the use of his department, he to be accountable.^ 

Beaolved, That the president and supreme executive 
council of the commonwealth of Pensylvania, be requested 
to order the commissioners by them appointed to make 
purchases of wheat and flour, to desist in making any 
further purchase of those articles, and to make returns 
forthwith to Mr. Wadsworth, commissary general of 
purchases, and to the Board of War of the purchases 
they have nxade. 

The committee to whom was referred the representation 
of the council and assembly of New Jersey, brought in a 
report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That so much of the representation as relates 
to the supporting that State with a body of continental 
troops, be submitted to General Washington, commander 
in chief : 

That the State of New Jersey be requested to complete 
only three regiments of infantry, in the manner recom- 
mended by the resolutions of 26 February last, and that 
the committee of Congress, lately at camp, do arrange the 
officers of the said State accordin^y.' 

'Thisraportialnthe Aipmq^M«Om«ui«n<al<:b«vreM, No. 130, U, folio 235. 
'This report, in the writing of Goavenienr Moirii, ia in the Parpen <4 "^ Omti- 
I, Ko. 20, 1, foUo 316. 
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A letter from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered to order 
and appoint general courts martial as often as occasion 
requires, for trying officers and others under arrest, agree- 
ably to the rules and articles of war, in the place where 
Congress may sit, and that the said courts report their 
proceedings to the Commander in Chief. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee of the whole, and the first paragraph beii^ 
read, a motion was made, 

''That an establishment of half pay be made for the 
military officers commissioned by Congress who now are, 
or hereafter may be, in the service of these states, and 
shall continue therein during the war, and who shall not 
be annexed to any corps of established troops, or hold any 
office of profit under the United States, or any of them; 
and that such establishment take place after the conclu- 
sion of the present war : " 

Whereupon, the agreement entered into the 1st inst. 
was called for and read, and thereupon a question was 
moved and put, whether that motion is in order, consistent 
with the said agreement and the subsequent decision of 
Congress, that the report of the committee of the whole 
should not be entered on the joumalt 

And the yeas and nays being required, 
MaasachustttB Bay, 

Mr. Dana, no 

Lovell, no 

Ehode Idand, 

Mr. Ellery, no 

Hr. Huntington, no 

Wolcott, no 
ifeu) York, 

Mr. Duer, ay 

G. Morria, av 



Ifeie Jertey, 




Mr. Scudder, 


no^no 


PeKMyhxmia, 




Mr. J. B. Smith, 




James Smith, 


MwryUnd, 




Mr. Chaee, 


«y 


Carroll, 


ay aj 


Forbes, 


ay 
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Virginia, 




&»i*«m>!ino. 


Mr. F. L. Lee, 


«J 


Mr. lAiirens, 


Buibter, 


ay ay 


Drayton, 


T. Adams, 


»y 


Hateon, 


mrth OarMna, 




Oeorgia, 


Mr. Burke, 


»y 


Mr. Laofworthy, 


Harnett, 


ay "y 





ay fay 

So it was r^olved in tlie affirmative. 

The motion was then received and read by the President, 
and after debate, 

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned till to morrow. 

Ordered^ That Mr. [James] Forb^ have leave of absence. 

Ordered, ThatMr.[Thomas] Burke haveleaveof absence. 

Adjourned to 9 o'Cloek to Morrow. 

SATURDAY. APRIL iS, 1778 

Mr. [Geoi^e] Plater, adelegate from Maryland, attended, 
and took his seat in Congress. 

Whereas, Joseph Trumbull, Esq. who was elected a 
member of the Board of War, is, on account of his ill state 
of health, unable to attend his duty at that Board, and 
therefore desirous to resign : 

Resolved, That his resignation be accepted. 

A memorial from Joseph Carson, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three : 

The members chosen, Mr. [ JohnJBanister, Mr. [Charles] 
CarroU and Mr. [Samuel] Huntington. 

The Marine Committee brought in a report; Where- 
upon, Congress came to the following resolution: 

Whereas, it is expedient that a speedy enquiry be made 
into the causes of the loss of the Virginia frigate, and a 
competent number of officers belonging to the navy 
cannot, at present, be obtained for that purpose : 



,y Google 



864 Journals of Congress 

Resolved, That the navy board in the middle district, 
with William Smith, Esq. of Baltimore, and Stephen 
Stewart, Esq. of West river, in the State of Maryland, or 
any three of them, be, and they are hereby appointed and 
fully authorized to make a strict enquiry and examination 
into the causes of the loss of the said frigate, and the 
conduct of James Nicholson, late commander of the said 
frigate ; and that to that end they repair to Baltimore as 
speedily as possible, and call before them the said James 
Nicholson, and examine all persons, evidences and papers 
necessary, and make report of such their enquiry, together 
with the evidences, to the Marine Committee, to be laid 
before Congress. 

The committee to whose decision, in conjunction with 
General Washington, the appointment of the officers of 
Brigadier Count Pulaski's corps was referred, brought in 
a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Michael de Kowatz be appointed colonel 
commandant; Count Julius de Mountfort, major; John 
de Zielinske, captain of lancers.^ 

Resolved, That General Washington be authorized and 
directed forthwith to convene a council, to consist of the 
major generals in the State of Pennsylvania, and the 
general officer commanding the corps of engineers, and 
with the advice of the said council to form such a plan 
for the general operations of the campaign as he shall 
deem consistent with the general welfare of these states : 

That Major Ctenerals Gates and M ifflin , members of the 
Board of War, have leave to attend the said council. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

* A letter of Wufaington, dated April 9, approTing the nommated offlcara, was road 
oathiaday. It ia In the Aqwn <i^ the Cbntmnbii Oovkm, No. 162, V, folio436. 
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Resolved^ That five hundred thousand dollars be emitted 
under the direction of the Treasury Board, and on the 
faith of the United States : 

That the bills shall, excepting the numbers, be of the 
same tenor and date as the emission directed the 4th inst. 
be numbered from the last number of each respective 
denomination of that emission progressively, and consist 
of the following denominations: 
7, 692 of 30 dollars,- - -230,760 
7,698of 8 do. - - - 61,644 
7,698of 7 do. - - - 53,861 
7, 692 of 6 do. - - - 46,163 
7, 698 of B do. ... 38,465 



7,692of 4 dollars, - - - 80,768 
7, 692 of 3 do. - . - 23,076 
7, 692 of 2 do. ... 15, 384 

600, 00() 



That all powers and duties of Michael HiUegas, Esq. 
and of the inspectors of the press, signers and printers of 
the emission [directed] on the 10th of May last, shall 
extend to the said 500,000 dollars now to be emitted, sub- 
ject to such directions and instructions as the Board of 
Treasury may judge expedient. 

Ordered, That 200,000 dollars be advanced to William 
Buchanan, Esq. late commissary general of purchases, to 
be by him transmitted to his deputy Mr. Colt, in the 
eastern district; Mr. Buchanan to be accountable. 

Resolved, That a Warrant issue on the Treasurer in favour of Dr. 
William Shippen, Director General of the Hospitals, for 
Forty thousand Dollars, to enable him to discharge the 
former Debts due in his Department, for which he is to be 
accountable. 

That 50,000 dollars be advanced to James Mease, Esq. 
cloathier general, for the use of his department ; he to be 
accountable.* 

A memorial from Mons. Fidel Dorr^, was read;^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of 
Commerce. 

*This report ia in the Fapen of the OatOmmlai Oongrett, No. 136, II, folio 237. 
*TbialetteriBlntheA^mqf lAeamttncnloJO!)rvr«M, No. 78, VII, folio 188. 
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Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
confer with Mr. James Mease, cloathier general, on the 
subject of his department: 

Thememberschosen,Mr. J[Thomas] Adams, Mr. [Gou- 
vemeur] Morris, and Mr. [William Henry] Drayton. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to make a 
strict enqiiiry into the mode in which the armourer's 
department has been hitherto conducted, and report to 
Congress the result of their enquiry; and if they judge 
necessary, to dismiss the persons who have been hitherto 
employed in that business, imd to engage others in their 
stead, on the best terms possible.^ 

Resolved, That Mr. [Richard] Hutson be added to the 
Committee of Commerce. 

Resolved, That Mr. G[ouvemeur] Morris be added to 
the Medical Committee. 

A petition from Captain [James] Knox was read : * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Whereas, a br^adier of cavalry is necessarily put to a 
much greater expence in equipping himself for service 
and other ways than any other officer of that rank in the 
army; therefore, 

Resolved, That the pay of the brigadier general of 
cavalry be in the same proportion to that of a brigadier 
of infantry, as the pay of a colonel of the cavalry is to 
that of a colonel of infantry, viz. 156^ dollars per month.* 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock on Monday.* 

> The reptf of the fioaid, dated April 31, la In the Paptn of Ott Om^naOal Congrttt, 
So. 147, II, foUo 13. 

' Thu petition, addnoBod to Washington, and dated November 19, 1777, it in the 
Pofert nf Qui Oontintnttd Qmgrm, No. 41, V, folio 73. 

*Thia motion, in the writing of Francia Dana, is in the Fapen of the Qmtmtnbd 
Oongrat, No. 36, IV, folio 237. It is endorsed: "Mr. Dana'i Motion, 18 April, not 
aeccnided." 

* In the JPapen of Vu Oonlmenlal Oongrtu, No. 68, folio 277, is a memorial of Colonel 
Thomas Proctor, dated April 10, 1778, endotaed: " Read 16th, and ordered to lie on 
the table, for farther conaideraUon upon an intended amngement" 
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MONDAY, APRIL ao, 1778 

A letter, of 15, from Major Lee, and one, of 17, from 
E. Boudinot, Esq. commissary general of prisoners, were 
read, the last informing Congress of his resolution to 
decline continuing any longer in the service : 

Ordered, That Thursday next be assigned for electing 
a commissary general of prisoners. 

A letter, of 7, from Governor Clinton, with a procla- 
mation enclosed, was read : 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Huntington, Mr. 
J[onathan] B[ayard] Smith, and Mr. [Francis Lightfoot] 
Lee. 

A letter, of 18, from General Washington, with the 
report of the commissioners by him appointed for settling 
a cartel, &c. was read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. G[ouTemeur] Morris, Mr. 
[William Henry] Drayton, and Mr. [Francis] Dana. 

A letter, of 18, from Jonathan [D.] Sergeant, Esq. and 
one, of 26 March, from Governor Caswell, of North Caro- 
lina, were read:' 

A letter, of 9, from Baron Steuben; one, of 4, from 
Governor Cooke, of Rhode Island, and one of the 6, from 
Brigadier Muhlenburg, were read : 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of Treasury . 

■The letter ol Lee is in the Fopen of tA« QmtiMnkU Omgrat, No. 78, XIV, lolio 
217; thatof BoDdinotielDNo. 78, II, folio 461; that of Woshiiigton Is in No. 162, 
V, (olio 447, and the report ii on folio 493; that of Setgeant ib in No. 78, XX, folio 
207, and that ol OaaweU, in No. 72, folio 35. 
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A letter, of 17, from Brigadier Smallwood, with two 
letters enclosed, was read:^ 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [WUliam] Duer, Mr. [Sam- 
uel] Chase, and Mr. [Charles] Carroll. 

The committee appointed to prepu^ instructioiis to 
General Gates, brought in a draught, which was taken 
into consideration, and sundry amendments being made, 
was agreed to: 

Sib: In appointing you to the Command of the Bevenl Posts on 
Hudson's Kiver and in the Northern Department, Congress repose 
themselves with Confidence in your Abilities and espect that you vill 
prevent if possible the Enemy from possessing themselves of that 

Frontiers t^ainst Incuraiona of the Savages and others from Canada 
and the Northern and western Parts of the State of New York. As 
it is impossible to foresee what Circumstances may arise, you are by 
our Resolutions empowered to call for such Numbers of Militia as yoa 
may think proper. But you are to consider t^t the Militia are very 
expensive, that the Couotry always suffers by taking off the Husband- 
men from their Labour, and that calling out the Militia will greatly 
impede the Completion of the Continental Raiments, which is an 
Object of the utmost Importance. Tou wilt therefore use caution in 
the Exercise of the Power committed to you as aforesaid. 

There is Reason to apprehend that the main Army will not be sub- 
sisted during the ensuing Campaign without great Difficulty. And as 
the Supplies of Flesh must be brought chiefiy from the Eastern Side 
of Hudson's river, the Poasesaion of that River becomes on that 
Account the more important. You are therefore not on any Account 
to stop the Supplies which may be from Time to Time sent forward 
for the main Army, since by so doing, the Arrangements of the Com- 
missary General may be destroyed [to the Distress of the main Army]* 
and the great Detriment of the public Service. 

As it may facilitate General Washington's Operations to make a 
Diversion on the Side of New York, so also the getting together a 
■ This letter ia id the Papen of the ConiinmUd Oongrat, TSo. 161, folio 17B. 
' The words ia bntckets were inwrted b^ Henry Lktirene. 
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fpreat Nnmber of Men for that Purpose may disable him from, or im- 
pede bia acting, by conamning the necessary Supplies of Provisions, 
military Stores and the like, you are not therefore to undert^e any 
Expedition against Mew York without previously consulting the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

And as Circumstances may call for considerable Seinforcementa to 
the main Army, so yon are from Time to Time to send forward such 
of the Continental Troops as may be ordered by General Washington, 
and on the other Hand should you want a Beinforcement of Conti- ' 
nental Troops, you are to apply to the General, who will send them 
if they can be spared with Propriety from bis Army. 

Congress having required Geoeral Washington to call a Council of 
War to consist of the Major Gtonerals and Chief Engineer now in this 
State, and with their Advice to form a Plan of Operations for the 
ensuing Campaign, you are at Liberty to govern yourself according to 
such Plan, notwithstanding any thii^; in the afor^oing Instructions, 
and are to conform to the same as far as your Circumstances and 
Situation may admit. 

Yoa will during your Command [when convenient], confer with 
Governor Clinton from Time to Time and take bis Advice and Assist- 
ance in the Business recommended to you.' 

Ordered^ That the same be transcribed and signed by 
the President and transmitted to General Gates, and that 
a copy be sent to General Washington. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Cloek to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, APRIL ai, 1778 

The committee to whom was referred the letter of 
18th, from General Washington, with the several papers 
enclosed, brought in a report, which was taken into con- 
sideration, and the same being debated by paragraphs 
and amended, and each paragraph, on a question put, 
being agreed to, 

A motion was made, that a question be put on the 
whole : 

'Thii report, ia thewritiiiKof OoavamMir Honia, 'viaV^Mpapeni^iheConHntntal 
Congnn, No. 19, II, folio 386. 
4938-07 24 
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Whereupon, a 


question of order was moved. 


whether a 


question can in 


inch case be put; and the ^eas and nays | 


being required, 












Virffinia, 




Mr. Dui«, 


no 

DO * 


Mr. F. L. Lee, 


DO 


LOTOll, 


Baniflter, 


no no 


ShahJriand, 




T.Adams, 


DO 


Mr. Ellery, 


ny!»y 


Mrth dtfvlina. 




Ooiaiectimt, 




Mr. Barke, 


ay ,. 


Mi. Huntington, 


no) 
no}-" 


Harnet, 


no *''• 


Wolcott, 


South Carolina, 




iKw York, 




Mr. Laurens, 


ay 


Mr. Duer, 


DO 


Drayton, 


ay ay 


0. Morris, 


DO 


Hutson, 


ay 


NattJeneyt 




Georgia, 




Mr. Scndder, 


no (no 


Mr. Langworthy, 


not no 










Mr. J. B. Smith, 


ay 






Jamea Smitli 


.y '^ 






Mmyla,^, 








Mr.Cli«a<>, 


no 








CkrroU, 


no 








Pinter, 


no 


no 






Beni7, 


DO 









So it passed in the negative. 

The report, as amended and agreed to, is as follows: 
Resolved^ That Congress approve of the conduct of 
Colonel Grayson, Lieutenant Colonel Harrison, and lieu- 
tenant Colonel Hamilton, and Elias Boudinot, Esqr. 
'^commissioners appointed by General Washington to 
meet the commissioners appointed by General Sir William 
Howe, and with them to confer, determine and agree 
upon a treaty and convention for the exchange of pris- 
oners of war, and for all matters whatsoever which may 
be properly contained therein," in the several meetings 
held at Genuantownand Newton, with the commissioners 
of General Howe. 
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Besolvedj That Congress axe sincerely desirous of set- 
tling a cartel for the exchange of prisoners, on principles 
of justice, humanity, and mutual advantage, and agree- 
able to the customary rules and practice of war among 
civilized nations; and that they lament the obstacles 
raised by General Howe and his commissioners during 
the negotiations held for this desirable purpose. 

Ordered, That the letters and papers received from the 
General, relating to the said cartel, be published, together 
with these resolutions. 

Ordered, That the committee have leave to sit again.^ 

Congress having received repeated information, that 
various abus^ prevail in the department of the commis- 
sary of hides : for securing the hides and tallow belonging 
to the public, 

Resolved^ That the Board of War be directed to make 
such regulations for conducting that department as they 
shall deem best calculated to answer the end of its insti- 
tution ; that they be authorized to dismiss, if they shall 
judge necessary, the persons who have been hitherto 
employed to conduct the same, and to appoint others in 
their stead, till the pleasure of Congress can be known, 
reporting to Congress the names of tiie principal persons 
by them appointed to conduct that busine^. 

Resolved, That the members of the Board of War, or 
any one of them, be authorized, in conjunction with any 
two or more of the present commissioners, to manage the 
business of that department, till an additional number of 
commissioners shall be appointed by Congress to the 
Board of War, and shall be ready to attend that business." 

'l?iisieport,iii thewriUBgofGoDTemearHorrin, K'm^ia Papenof the Oontinttaai 
Omipvu, No. 19, VI, folio 239. 

'These reeolntioiia, in the writliig of WilUam Dnar, are in the Paper* of the Oonti- 
nenttd Congreu, No. 86, IV, folio 247. 
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The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, Esq. 
commissioner of the loan office in the State of Pensyl- 
vania, for 20,000 dollars, in favor of William Henry, Esq. 
of Lancaster, for the purpose of paying for leather, &c. 
purchased by him, and for repairing arms for public 
service; he to be accountable.* 

Resolved, That Congress will, on Monday next, take 
into consideration the state of our affairs with foreign 
courts, and the instructions to the commissioners of Con- 
gress at such courts. 

FouB o'Clook, p. m. 

Ordered, That the quu*ter master in Yorktown provide a 
room for the clerk of the United States' lottery, to serve 
him for an office to transact his business in wi^ conven- 
iency and security. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report ; 
Whereupon, 

Ord^ed, That 7,939 dollars be paid to Samuel Ewing, 
Esq. in discharge of an order of Thomas Reed, assistant 
pay master general, in his favor, dated 18 inst. ; William 
Palfrey, Esq. pay master general, to be accountable. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of 
the committee of the whole; Whereupon, the motion 
made on Friday last was read, and an amendment moved : 

A motion was then made to take the sense of the House, 
whether it is in order that the resolution of Friday, which 
was entered on the minutes and then determined to be in 
order, should now be subject to any further amendment: 

*Tbi> report is in the Papert </ lAe Oan^naiUiX Omgrtm, No. 136, □, folio 289. 
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And the yeas and nays being required, 




Jiattaehuutte hay^ 




Maryland, 




Mr. Gerry, 


«y 


Mr. Chase, 


ay 




LoveU, 


DO no 


Plater, 


ay 




Dana, 


DO 


Carroll, 


ay 


«y 


BhodelOimd, 




Henry, 


ay 




Mr. EUery, 


no ^DO 


Ywyinia, 




CtmMctieut, 




Mr. F. L. Lee, 


ay 


Mr. HuntangtoQ, 


°°Uo 


Banister, 


ay ay 


Wolcott, 


no) 


T.Adams, 


ay 


Nim Tort, 




North Casvldna^ 




Mr. Duer, 

G.Morris, 


z\- 


Mr. Bnrke, 
HarneU. 


%V^ 


^mjjemey. 




Smtth CaroUna, 




Mr. Scadder, 


no mo 


Mr. Laurena, 


ay) 


PeMyhaina, 




Drayton, 


ay [ay 


Mr. 3. B. Smith, 


*yUv 


Hntson, 


J 1 J 
ay 1 


Junes Smith, 


»yr^ 


Oeorgia, 








Mr. Langwortby, 


ay J ay 


So it was resolved in the a 


ffirmative. 




On the question put to str 


ike out **an establishment," 


and insert " it is expedient a 


provision;" 










It was then moved, that 


the sense of the House be 


taken, whether 


"any provi 


sion shall be made for the 


officers, &c. afte 


r the conclui 


sion of the present 


war:" 


On which the 


yeas and nai 


jB being required, 




Xaesachusette Bay, 




JPflw York, 




Mr. Gerry, 


ay 


Mr. Dner, 


*ylav 


Lorell, 


no ay 


G. Morrifl, 


ayr^ 


D»», 


»y 


Neu) Jersey , 




Rhode lAlmd, 




Mr. Scudder, 


no }no 


Mr. Saieiy, 


DO J no 






Cotmec6imU, 




Mr. J. B. Smith, 


•71.. 


Mr. Hnntiiigton, 


"^U 


Jamee Smith, 


-yV' 


Woloott, 


nol'^ 
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ay Jay 



Mrth OaroUna, 




Mr. Burke, 


*yU^ 


Bamett, 


•yl*^ 


South Gardma, 




Mr. Laurens, 


nol 


Drayton, 


no [do 


Hnison, 


no) 


Ow^rgii, 




Mr. I^ngworthy, 


ay I ay 



374 

Ddawarey 

Mr. M'Kean 
Marylandy 
Mr. Chue, 
Plater, 
Orroll, 
Henry, 
Yirginia, 
Mr. F. L. Lee, 
Banister, 
T. Adams, 

So it was resolved in the affirmatlTe. 
Adjourned to 5 o'elock P. M. to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL aa, 177S— P. H. 

Mr. [John] Mathews, a delegate from South Carolina, 
attended, and took his seat in Congress. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter of 18, 
from General Washington, containing a certain printed 
paper sent from Philadelphia, purporting to be the 
draught of a bm for declaring the intention of the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain as to the exercise of what they are 
pleased to term their right of imposing taxes within these 
United States : and also the draught of a bill to enable 
the king of Great Britain to appoint commissioners with 
powers to treat, consult and agree upon the means of 
quieting certain disorders within the said states, brought 
in a report ; wherein they beg leave to observe, 

That the said paper being industriously circulated by 
the emissaries of the emeny in a partial and secret man- 
ner, the same ought to be forthwith printed for the public 
information. 

The committee cannot ascertain whether the contents 
of the said paper have been framed in Philadelphia or in 
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Ctreat Britain, mucli less whether the same are really and 
truly intended to he brought into the parliament of that 
kingdom, or whether the said parliament will confer 
thereon the nsual solemnities of their laws; but are in- 
clined to believe this will happen for the following 
reasons: 

1. Because their general hath made divers feeble efforts 
to set on foot some kind of treaty, during the last winter ; 
though, either from a mistaken idea of his own dignity 
and importance, the want of information, or some other 
cause, he hath not made application to those who are 
invested with a proper authority. 

2. Because they suppose that the fallacious idea of a 
cessation of hostilities will render these states remiss in 
their preparations for war. 

3. Because, believing the Americans wearied with war, 
they suppose we will accede to their terms for the sake 
of peace. 

4. Because they suppose that our negotiations may be 
subject to a like corrupt influence with their debates. 

5. Because they expect from this step the same effects 
they did from what one of their ministers thought proper 
to call his conciliatory motion, viz. That it wlU prevent 
foreign powers from giving aid to these states ; that it will 
lead their own subjects to continue a little longer the 
present war ; and that it will detach some weak men in 
America from the cause of freedom and virtue. 

6. Because the king, from his own shewing, hath rea- 
son to apprehend, that his fleets and armies, instead of 
being employed against the territories of these states, will 
be necessary for the defence of his own dominions; and, 

7. Because the impracticability of subjugating this 
country being every day more and more manifest, it is 
their interest to extricate themselves from the war upon 
any terms. 
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The committee beg leave farther to observe, 
That, upon a supposition the matters contained in the 
said paper will really go into the British statute book, 
they serve to shew, in a clear point of view, the weakness 
and wickedness of the enemy. Their weakness, 

1. Because they formerly declared not only that they 
had a ri^ht to bind the inhabitants of these states in all 
cases whatsoever, but also that the said inhabitants should 
absolutely and unconditionally submit to the exercise of 
that right : and this submission they have endeavored to 
exact by the sword. Receding from their claim, there- 
fore, under the present circumstances, shews their ina- 
bility to enforce it. 

2. Because their prince hath heretofore rejected the 
humblest petition of the representatives of America, 
praying to be considered as subjects, and protected in the 
enjoyment of peace, liberty and safety; and hath waged 
a most cruel war against them, and employed the savages 
to butcher innocent women and children. But, now the 
same prince pretends to treat with those very represent- 
ative, and grant to the arms of America what he refused 
to her prayers. 

3. Because they have uniformly laboured to conquer 
this continent, rejecting every idea of accommodation 
proposed to them, from a confidence in their own 
strength: wherefore it is evident, from the change in 
their mode of attack, that they have lost this confidence. 
And, 

4. Because the constant language spoken, not only by 
their ministers, but by the most public and authentic acts 
of the nation, hath been, that it is incompatible with their 
dignity to treat with the Americans, while they have arms 
in their hands; notwithstanding which, an ofEer is now 
about to be made for treaty. 



,y Google 



April, 1778 377 

The wickedness and insincerity of the enemy appear 
from the following considerations : 

1. Either the hills, now to he passed, contain a direct 
or indirect cession of a part of their former claims, or 
they do not. If they do, then it is acknowledged that 
they have sacrificed many brave men in an unjust quar- 
rel. If they do not, then they are calculated to deceive 
America into terms, to which neither argument before 
the war, nor force since, could procure assent. 

2. The first of these bills, appears from the title, to he 
a declaration of the intentions of the British parliament, 
concerning the exercise of the right of imposing taxes 
within these states : wherefore should these states treat 
under the said bill, they would indirectly acknowledge 
that right, to obtain which acknowledgment the present 
war hath been avowedly undertaken and prosecuted on 
the part of Oreat Britain. 

3 . Should such pretended right be so acquiesced in, then , 
of consequence, the same might be exercised whenever the 
British parliament should find themselves in a different 
temper and disposition, since it must depend upon those, 
and such like contingencies, how far men will act accord- 
ing to their former intentions. 

4. The said bill, in the body thereof, containeth no new 
matter; but is precisely the same with the motion before 
mentioned, and liable to all the objections which lay 
against the said motion, excepting the following par- 
ticular, viz. that by the motion, actual taxation was to be 
suspended so long as America should give as much as the 
said parliament might think proper; whereas by the 
proposed bill, it is to be suspended as long as future par- 
liaments continue of the same mind with the present. 

5. From the second bill it appears, that the British king 
may, if he pleases, appoint commissioners to treat and 
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agree with those whom thej please about a variety of 
things thereia mentioQed: but such treaties and agree- 
ments are to be of no validity without the concurrence of 
the said parliament, except so far as they relate to the 
suspension of hostilities, and of certain of their acts, the 
granting of pardons, and the appointing of governors to 
these sovereign, free and independent states : wherefore 
the said parliamenthavereserved to themselves, in express 
words, the power of setting aside any such treaty, and 
taking the advantage of any circtmastances which may 
arise, to subject this continent to their nsm^tions. 

6. The said bill, by holding forth a tender of pardon, 
implies a criminality in our justifiable resistance; and, 
consequently, to treat under it, would be an implied 
acknowledgment that the inhabitants of these states were 
what Britain hath declared them to be, rebels. 

7. The inhabitants of these states being claimed by 
them as subjects, they may infer from the nature of the 
negotiation now pretended to be set on foot, that the said 
inhabitants would of right be afterwards bound by such 
laws as they should make; wherefore any agreement 
entered into on such negotiation, might at any future 
time be repealed; and 

8. Because the said bill purports that the commissioners 
therein mentioned may treat with private individuals, a 
measure highly derogatory to the dignity of national 
character. 

From all which it appears evident to your committee, 
that the said bills are intended to operate upon the hopes 
and fears of the good people of these states, so as to create 
divisions among them, and a defection from the common 
cause, now, by the blessing of Divine Providence, draw- 
ing near to a favorable issue ; that they are the sequel of 
that insidious plan, which, from the days of the stamp 
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act down to the present time, hath mvolved this country 
in contention and bloodshed ; and that, as in other cases, 
so in this, although circumstances may force them, at 
times, to recede from their unjustifiable claims, there can 
be no doubt but they will, as heretofore, upon the first 
favorable occasion, again display that Inst of domination 
which hath rent in twain the mighty empire of Britain. 

Upon the whole matter, the committee beg leave to 
report it as their opinion, that, as the Americans, united 
in this arduous contest upon principles of common interest, 
for the defence of common rights and privileges; which 
union hath been cemented by common calamities, and by 
mutual good offices and affection ; so the great cause for 
which they contend, and in which all mankind are inter- 
ested, must derive its success from the continuance of 
that union; wherefore any men, or body of men, who 
should presume to make any separate or partial convention 
or agreement with commissioners under the crown of 
Great Britain, or any of them, ought to be considered and 
treated as open and avowed enemies of these United 
States. 

And further, the committee beg leave to report it as 
their opinion, that these United States cannot, with pro- 
priety, hold any conference or treaty with any commis- 
sioners on the part of Great Britain, unless they shall, as 
a preliminary thereto, either withdraw their fieets and 
armies, or else, in positive and express terms, acknowledge 
the independence of the said states. 

And, inasmuch as it appears to be the design of the 
enemies of these stat^ to lull them into a fatal security, 
to the end that they may act with a becoming weight and 
importance, it is the opinion of your committee that the 
several stat^ be called upon to use the most strenuous 
exertions to have their respective quotas of continental 



,y Google 



380 Journals of Congress 

troops in the field ae soon as possible, and that all the 
militia of the said states may be held in readiness to act 
as occasion may require. 

The report being read, and debated by par^raphs, 

Sesolvedf ttnanimously. That Congress approve and con- 
firm the said report. 

Ordered, That the same be published. 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 33, 1778 

A letter, of 31 March, from John Carter, at Williams- 
burg; one, of the 3d inst. from B. Harrison, depnty pay 
master general in Virginia, with his monthly account; 
one, of the 6th, from Major General Conway, at Albany ; 
and one, of the 20th, from General Washington, were 
read:* 

Ordered, That the letter from Mr. Harrison, with the 
account enclosed, be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Ordered, That the Marine Committee take into con- 
sideration the state of the river defence of Delaware, and 
the measures which they may judge best and proper for 
defending that river above Philadelphia. 

A letter, of the 21, from the Board of War, was read, 
wherein they inform, that in pursuance of the resolution 
of the 18th, they have enquired into the armourer*s 
department, under Thomas Butler, and are convinced 
that no advantage will arise to the states from a contin- 
uance of the persons now engaged in that business; for 
which reason they have dismissed Mr. Butler, the former 
public armourer, and appointed William Henry, Esq. of 

^Tbo letter of Oartar is in the Pigieri of the Oontinentai Canffrtxt, No. 78, V, folio 
147; tlutt of Conway is in No. 169, folio 469, and that of Washington in No. 152, V, 
folio 611. 
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Lancaster, superintendent of arms and military accoutre- 
ments: 

Resolved, That Congress approve the proceedings of the 
Board of War, and confirm their appointment. 

Ordered, That Thomas Butler, late armourer, imme- 
diately render his accounts, and settle with the auditors 
of accounts at the Board of Treasury.* 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That 10,000 dollars be advanced to Joseph 
Nourse, pay master to the Board of War and Ordnance, 
to enable Colonel Davis, of Carlisle, to pay off a number 
of wagons hired some time ago, by the direction of that 
Board, to bring cloathing from North Carolina to Vir- 
ginia ; the said pay master to be accountable : 

That 1,012 dollars be paid to Colonel Timothy Picker- 
ing, in dischai^e of the draught of William Palfrey, pay 
master general, dated 29th January last, on the treasurer, 
in favor of the said Colonel T. Pickering; the pay master 
general to be accountable.^ 

Whereas persuasion and influence, the example of the 
deluded and wicked, the fear of danger, or the calamities 
of war, may have induced some of the subjects of these 
states to join, aid or abet the British forces in America, 
and though now desirous of returning to their duty, and 
anxiously wishing to be received and re-united to their 
country, they may be deterred by the fear of punishment; 
and whereas the people of these states are ever more ready 
to reclaim than to abandon, to mitigate than to increase 
the horrors of war ; to pardon than to punish offenders : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislatures of 
the several states to pass laws, or to the executive au- 

■ Thia letter is in the Papen of the Omtmmtal Congrtm, No. 147, II, folio 13. 

■ ThiiieportiBintheiVpertq^IheOmltnaitof Omgrat, No. 136, II, folio 2ti. 
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thority of each State, if invested with sufficient power, 
to issue proclamations, offering pardon, with such excep- 
tions and under such limitations and restrictions as the 
several states shall think expedient, to such of their in- 
habitants or subjects, who have levied war against any of 
these states, or who have adhered to, aided or abetted 
the enemy, and who shall surrender themselves to any 
civil or military officer of any of these states, and shall 
return to the State to which they may belong, before the 
10th day of June next: and it is recommended to the good 
and faithful citizens of these states to receive such return- 
ing penitents with compassion and mercy, and to foi^ve 
and bury in oblivion their past failings and transgressions. 

Ordered, That 500 copies in English and 200 in Ger- 
man be printed, and that General Washington be desired 
to take such measures as he shall deem most effectual for 
circolating the foregoing recommendations amongst the 
American levies in the enemy's army. 

A motion was made to re-consider the order of yester- 
day for publishing the report of the committee, so far as 
relates to the immediate publication of the last paragraph 
but one in the said report ; 

And the yeas and nays being required, 
Jfamachuaeits Bay, 



Mr. Gerry, 


no 




Mr. Cbase, 


Lovell, 


«y 


ay 


Plater, 


D.nm 


«r 




Carroll, 


Bhode lilmJl, 






Henry, 


Mr. Ellery, 


no 


no 


Virffinia, 


Gonnxcticui, 






Mr. F. L. Lee 


Mr. Huntington, 


ay 




Banister, 


Wolcott, 


ay 


ay 


T. Adams 


Nim Tort. 






Jfarti Omlina, 


Mr. Duer, 


no 




Mr. Bnrke, 


Q. Morris, 


no 


no 


Harnett, 


Ifevi Jeraa/f 








Hr. Scadder, 


•J 


ay 
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Mr. Laurens, 


□0 




Mr. Lan^wortiiy 


Drayton, 


no 






HntBon, 


DO 


no 




Mathews, 


no 
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no f-no 



So it passed in the negative. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter of 17, 
from Brigadier Smallwood, with the papers enclosed, 
brought in a report ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the governor and council of the State 
of Maryland be requested immediately to embody three 
hundred militia of the eastern shore of that State under 
active and spirited officers, and to order them to march 
with two field pieces and a proper number of artillerists 
into the Delaware State, there to execute such orders as 
they may receive from a committee of Congress specially 
appointed for this purpose : 

That three members be appointed a committee to give 
proper instructions to the officer commanding on this 
expedition : 

That the said committee be further authorized to 
devise and carry into execution the most effectual meas- 
ures for enquiring into, detecting and defeating all dis- 
affeetions, conspiracies and insurrections on that neck 
of land comprehended betwixt the Delaware and Chesa- 
peake Bays, and that they apply to the governments of 
the States of Maryland and Virginia, and to the State of 
Delaware, if the committee shall think necessary, for the 
purposes above mentioned; and it is eam^tly recom- 
mended to the said governments to give every assistance 
in their power to the said committee : 

That a copy of Brigadier Smallwood's letter of the 17 
April, be transmitted to the governor and council of Mary- 
land, and that they be requested to take immediate and 
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adequate measures for the security of the stores at 
Charlestown. 

Resolved, That the powers vested in General Washing- 
ton hy the resolutions of 17 September, 8 October and 10 
December, 1777, be renewed and extended to the 10 day 
of August, 1778. 

Resolved, That Brigadier Smallwood be iuf onned, that 
the powers vested in General Washington by the resolu- 
tions of Congress of 17 September, 8 October and 10 
December, expired on the IQth April instant but that 
Congress have thought proper, by a resolution of this 
date, to renew and extend them to the 10th of August 
next. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a committee for 
the purposes expressed in the foregoing resolutions, and 
the ballots being taken, Mr. [Charles] Carroll, Mr. 
[William] Duer and Mr, [John] Banister were elected. 

Ordered, That Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett have leave of 
absence. 

Adjoiu^ed to 9 o'clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 1778 

A letter of 20, from General Greene, qniu*ter master 
general, was read.^ 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report: 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Joseph Borden, Esq. 
commissioner of the continental loan office in the State 
of New Jersey, for 50,000 dollars in favor of Major Gen- 
eral Greene, quarter master general, for the use of his 
department; he to be accountable:^ 

■Thk letter is in thflPr^waqftAc QM&nentdl Congrai, No. 15S, I, folio 63. 
■Tbifl report i<ia the Papenojthe OmlmerOiA Qmgrtu, No. 130, II, folio 346. 
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That 30,000 dollars be paid to the delegates of Marjr- 
land, to be by them transmitted to t^e governor and 
council of that State, for the purpose of recruiting their 
q^ota of continental troops; the said State to be ac- 
countable.^ 

Besolvedt That the Board of War be directed to take 
the most ezpeditioiug measures for transporting the public 
provisions axA stores from the southern states, across 
Chesapeake Bay or otherwise : 

That it be recommended to the governments of the 
State of Maryland and of Virginia, to permit the armed 
gallies belonging to their respective states, to be employed 
for the purpose above mentioned, at the continental 
ezpence; and that the whole of the vessels so employed, 
be put under the command of a continental officer, in 
order to prevent any ill consequences which may arise 
from a disputed command betwixt the state officers : 

That it be recommended to the government of the State 
of Pennsylvania, to furnish the Board of War with as 
many sailors now employed in the service of their State 
as they can spure, for the purpose of manning the Mary- 
land and Vii^nia gallies, to be employed in Ghesapet^e 
Bay: 

That the Marine Committee, and the Committee of 
Commerce, be directed to co-operate with the Board of 
War in mtmning the gallies above mentioned.' 

Mr. [Thomas] Burke, a member from North Carolina, 
moved, as his right, to return an answer in writing to 
the charges against him for his conduct and expressions 
which gave offence to the house, and that his answer be 
entered on the journal. 

' Thli report, dated April 23, is In the Pa^enoftiM CoHtiMtnua Oongrtn, No. 130, 
II, foUo 243. 

'This report, in the writing ot William Dwr, la in the Paptrt of Ou QmUnental 
Oongrat, So. 19, V, foUo 363. 
4988-07 26 
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On the question put, Whether it is the right of the 
member to return his answer in the manner demanded, 
and whether it shall be entered on the journal, 

Hesolved in the negative. 

Besolved^ That Mr. [Thomas] Burke be heard in his 
place. 

Mr. [Thomas] Burke being heard, and sundry wit- 
nesses examined relative to the sending the messenger, 
and the delivery of the message, &c. which passed out of 
Congress, 

A motion was made on the conduct and expressions of 
Mr. [Thomas] Burke: 

Besolved, That the same be referred to a conoznittee of 
three. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Chase, Mr. 
[Francis] Dana, and Mr. [William Henry] Drayton. 



In CoFQBxas, April £4y ITtS. 

Mr. Bnrke member for North Carolina, moved as his ri^ht to 
return an ansver in writinfr to the chaises against htm for his con- 
duct and expressions which frave offence to the bouse, and that his 
answer be entered on the Journal. 

Whereupon a question was put, whether it is the right of the mem- 
ber to return his answer in the manner demanded and whether it 
shall be entered on the Journal. 

Besolved in the negative. 

Seadved, That Mr. Burke be heard in his place. 

Mr. Burke having finished, 

The messenger of Congress was called in, and being ewom by the 
president says: 

"That on or about the 10th of tliis month, the secretary desired 
him to go and summon Mr. Burke and Mr. Langworthy to attend. 
That he went to Mrs. Moore's where he found both the gentlemen 
together, and addressed them in these words: 

" Gentlemen, your attendance is desired in Congress." 

Mr. Burke replied, ^'Devil a foot will I go to night." 
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He then addressed Mr. lAogworthy in particular. 
Mr. Langworthy eaid, "I do not know whether I will go. Who 
sent you." To which the messenger replied, "The Secretary." 
Mr. Burke then said, *'It is too late and too unreasonable." 

Q. Did yon go a second time f A. Yes. 

Q. Who sent youl A. I am not certain whether Mr, Dner and 
the secretary were b^^ether, but I think I was sent, at the desire of a 
portioular member; I think Mr. Dner to Mr. Langworthy. 

Q. Did Mr. Duer deliver any message to yon the first time to carry 
to Mr. Burke t A. I do not remember. 

Q. Did the secretary go out and call you into this roomt A. No. 

Q. Did the president deliver any message to yout A. No. 

Q. Did you return an answer to the president! A. Yes. 

Q. When yon went to Mr. Burke, did be ask you who were in Con- 
gressl A. I am not certain. 

Q. Did you nnderstand that the message delivered to you by the 
secretary to be a mess^ipe from Congress! A. Yes. 

Q. Did you think that the gentlemen received the meeeage aa 
from Ck>ngre&s. A. I did. 

QUBSnOK BT KB. BUKKB 

Q. Do yon recollect saying, "They are all there, Mr. Duer in par- 
tioulart" A. I am not positive. 

What message did you bring to Mr. lAngworthy the second timet 

Ordered that the messenger withdraw. 

Heaolved, That the last question is not proper. 

The messenger called in. 

His deposition with the questions and answers were read to him, 
to which he assented. Ordered to withdraw. 

Mr. Burke desired that Mr. Langworthy be called on to give 
evidence. 

Mr. Langworthy sworn, says, When Mr. I^tton, the messenger 
opened the door, he said the gentlemen desired our attendance. Be- 
ing apprehensive Congress was adjourned, I asked, What Geutiemeni 
Who sent yout He said, "The Secretary." And, if I remember 
light, he added, *' Mr. Duer.** I also said. Surely the Congress cant 
be sitting now. I do not know whether I shall go, or no. I asked 
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bim if there was a Congress. He said he did not know. He believed 
there might. On which I told him, I will come presently. The other 
otrcnmstances are nearly the same as the messenger related. I mast 
confess I did not reoeive it as a message from Congress. I had no 
conception of it. 

QUESTIONS 

Q. Did the messenger come twice to you that evening! A. Yes. 

Q. When you asked whether there was a Congress, was it in the 
hearing of Mr, Burke! A. He was in the same room and I appre- 
hend he mi^t have heard it 

Q. From whom was the second message delivered! A. The mes- 
senger called me oat and delivered it in private as frc»n Mr. Duer. I 
apprehended it to be a private message from Mr. Doer. 

qUBSnONB BT MR. BDRKB 

Q. Did you understand the first message as coming directly or 
indirectly from the president! A. I did noL 

Q. From whom did you suppose the message came ! A. I really 
thought it some news or some private business after Congress 
adjourned. 

Q. At whose instance did you suppose the messenger came! A. 
At Mr. Duer's and some other gentlemen. 

Q. by another member. What induced you to think Congress 
adjourned ) A. I had a cold and did not bear well. But thought 
that ihe question for adjournment was put to every state, aod that 
all answered, and that Congress was adjourned. And under that 
apprehensioD I went out. 

Q. Did you not know that when Mr. Burke and you were absent 
there were not nine states left! A. Yes. 

Mr. Duer was called upon by a member from Massachusetts bay to 
give evidence. 

Mr. Duer sworn. Questions. Did you on the evening of the 10, 
send a message to Mr. Burke and Mr. L^ngworthy or either of 
them! A. I sent a private message to Mr. Langworthy after the 
messenger returned and delivered the answer from the gentlemen and 
desired him particularly to come. I also think I mentioned some- 
thing to the secretary the first time. I do not particularly remember 
it. I suppose the secretary can recollect it. I delivered the message 
myself to the messenger when he went the second time. 
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The secretary, sworn, aays 

Wheo the order passed 1 went out to seed the tnessenger for the 
members. Mr. Doer followed me and at the door desired me to send 
a message in his name to Mr. lAngworthy and desire him to come. 
I delivered the order of the house to the messenger. 

As he was going down the steps, I told him he might tell Mr. Lang- 
worthy that Mr. Duer desired Um to come. I did not know that the 
messenger was sent a second time. 

After the witnesses were examined, and a question called for on 
the whole business. 

Mr. Burke arose and said, I protest against submitting to any 
jurisdiction but that of the state I represent. 

A motion being made that the words be taken down, 

Mr. Burke arose and again repeated the words with this addition, 
"except so far as the power of Congress to compel my attendance at 
reasonable hours." 

A motion was then made on the conduct and expressions of Mr. 
Borke: 

Seaot/oed, l^at it be referred to a conmiittee of three. 

Tlie members chosen, Mr. Chase, Mr. Dana and Mr. Drayton.' 



Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 35, 1778 

Mr. [Roger] Sherman, a delegate from Connecticut, 
attended, and took his seat in Congress. 

A letter, of 23, from General Washington, with sundry 
papers enclosed, was read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [William Henry] Drayton, 
Mr. G[ouvemeur] Morris, and Mr. [Francis] Dana. 

■Tfaifl account, in the wiitiiig of GlurleB Thonuoa, ia in the Papen ^ M« Cbnti- 
n«ntol Oangra*, No. 78, II, folio 477. 
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A letter, of the 6, and one of the 9th, from General 
Heath, enclosing a copy of the parole given by Lientenant 
G^eneral Burgoyne, and a copy of an agreement between 
Lientenant Cteneral Burgoyne and Major General Heath, 
rrapecting the payment for provisions, fuel, &c.^ 

Ordered^ That the letters from Major General Heath, 
with the copy of the agreement, be referred to the Board 
of Treasury, and the copy of the parole to the Board of 
War. 

A letter, of the 2d, from the council of Massachusetts 
Bay, and one, of the 19tli, &om Brigadier Winds, wero 
read:' 

Ordered^ That the letter from the council of Massachu- 
setts Bay, be referred to the Board of War. 

The committee to whom was referred the motion made 
yesterday, respecting the conduct and expressions of Mr. 
[Thomas] Burke, brought in a report, which was agreed 
to as follows: 

Congress taking into consideration the minutes of the 
behaviour of Mr. [Thomas] Burke in the house, on t^e 
evening of the tenth of Apnl instant, of his answer that 
evening by their messenger, and of his conduct in the 
house the next day; and the said minutes being read, 
Mr. [Thomas] Burke being heard in his place, fuid 
witnesses exunined, it appears to Congress, and they 
accordingly, 

Resolve^ That the zaanner in which Mr. [Thomas] 
Burke withdrew, on the evening of the said tenth instant, 
was disorderly and contemptuous; and that the answer 
then returned by him was indecent. That the principle 

* Tbe letter of WuhiDgton ia in the Papert of Uu Contmental Omgnu, Na US, V, 
foUo 615; thoBB of Heath ue in No. IS7, folioa 106 and 109. 

■ The coondl'B letter is In the Papert of the QmUnentat Oongrtit, No. 01^ I, loUo 
296; tfa«t of Winds is in No. 78, XXIU, foUo 496. 
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upon which he has attempted to justify his 'withdrawing 
from the house is dangerous, because it strikes at the 
very existence of the house, and, as in the present case 
actually happened, would enable a single member to put 
an instant stop to the most important proceedings of 
Congress. That his charge against the member from 
New York and others, of a combination against him, 
not having been even attempted by him to be supported 
by evidence; therefore, appears to be afErontive and 
groundless. 

Ordered^ That a copy of the minutes, and of the pro- 
ceedings respecting Mr. [Thomas] Burke, be transmitted 
to the assembly of North Carolina. 

The Committee on the Treaaury brought in a report ; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That 1,000 dollars be paid Major William 
West, in discharge of a draught of William Palfrey, Esq. 
pay master general, in his favour, on the President of 
Congress, dated at camp, 24 March last, and for which 
the said William Palfrey is to be accountable.^ 

A certificate of Brigadier Smallwood, in favour of the 
Rev. Mr. Joseph Montgomery, was laid before Congress: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The committee appointed to prepare and report terms 
to be offered to such foreign officers and soldiers in tiie 
service of the king of Ghreat Britain, as shall quit that 
service, and choose to become citizens of any of the 
United States of America, brought in a report, which was 
read. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of 
the committee of the whole, respecting an allowance to 
officers after the war: 

"tbia nport iain the Fapert of tiu QmHnenial ConfptM, No. 138,11, folio 247. 
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On motion, that the consideration thereof be post- 
poned; qaestion pnt, and the yeas and nays being re- 
qniredf 



ManachMtettt Bay, 




J&ryiW, 


Mr. OePTj, 


no 


Mr.Ouue, 


Lovell, 


no no 


OarroU, 


Dai», 


no 


PUtor, 


Sluide Jitand, 




Henry, 


Mr. EUbtj, 


ayl.y 


nvi^ 


Onrntaicut, 




Mr. F. L. Lee, 


Mr. Sherman, 


•y 


Banifiter, 


HaDtington, 


ay ay 


T. Adanu, 


Woloott, 


•y 


MHhOlrclnul, 


j&» r<T*, 




Mr. Burke, 


Mr. Duer, 


-Uo 
nol 


Harnett, 


Q. Morris, 


South Oarolina, 


JfgtoJsnei/, 




Mr. Lanrene, 


Mr. Soudder, 


ay lay 


Drayton, 






Mathews, 


Mr. Clio^a, 


■loniied 1 


Hntaon, 


J. B. Smith, 


no J 




JMaaan, 




Mr. Lanffworthy 


Mr. M'Kean, 


no )no 





So it passed in the negative. 

A motion was made that the provision to be made for 
the officers, &c. be one half of their present pay.* 

FotIB O'CLOCK, p. H. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the question 
under debate in the morning, to which an amendment 
was moved to strike out "present," and after the word 

■ In the Aqmt* ofUi€ Oontintnlal Gmgrat, No. 21, 1, folio 186}, la a motaon in tha 
writing of Samoel Chaae: "The question was moved uid pnt, tluit mch provlfiion 
(or the offlcen be one half of their present pay." I«iueni has added " This ia Ur. 
Ohaac^a motion." 
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"pay" add "on the first establishment made in the year 
1775:" question put, passed in the negative.* 

Another amendment was moved, to strike out "one 
half of their present pay," and insert "a mxa. of money 
appropriated to the officers according to their rank, and 
payable to them or their representatives after the conclu- 
sion of the war:"' 

After debate, the determination of this question, at the 
request of a State, was postponed to another day.' 
, Adjourned to 3 o'Clock P. M. to Morrow. 

^liiih.6l'aperiofthtOoniinaaalOcmgren,'So. 21, 1,foliol81, ■retwomentonuulaia 
the writing of FnuudsDaiu. Theflrrtreada: "Betheoneluilfp«rtof theirpayonthe 
flwt egtabHthment made in the year 1776." The second readi: "Theqnestiao was 
morod and pat that mch provlBion of the offlcen be one half o( th^preaeat pay." 
Then followa a memonuidDm in the writing of Charlee Thoms(»i: "Strikeout 'the 
one half of thur premnt pay' and inmri, ' be the som of to each colonel; to 

each lieatmant colonel; som of to each major; som of to each captain.' " 

On the aame sheet are the worda following, in the writing of William Henry Dray- 
ton: "Had offlcen made Mm demand— not free Agent Justice to the offlceza. 
Host have a Btandlnganny." 

1 This amendment, inthewritingof SamoelChaaa, lain tbePii|wr«q^tfteOmimctttaI 
Oongrat, No. 21, 1, folio 187. 

t On folio 186, ia an undated note by William Elleiy, aa followa: 

"A Qoeation was made in the Honae whether the offloera in the anny ahonld be 
entitled to half pay or not Wheievpon a member fnnn Bhoda laland deaired that 
the dedalon of that qneetioQ might be pootponed in beball of that State." 

On the back lAnrene has written: 

"Whether the qoeation now moved to take tlie opinion of the Honae on a taut of 
a lesolntion heretofore debated is of each a nature to oome within the ""^"JTig of 
the role that no qoeation ahall be determined Ac." 

mia last motion may refer to the motion mentioned on pages 366 and 370 an<«. 



,Google 



Journals of Congress 



SUNDAY. APRIL a6, 1778— P. M. 



Question being pnt on the amendment moved yester- 
day, which was put off at the request of a State ; and the 
yeas and nays being required, 







Marslmd, 


Mr. Oepiy, 


no 


Mr. Chase, 


LoTell, 


ay no 


Plater, 


D«», 


DO 


Henry, 


SUcdiUand, 




F?.V<»i«, 


Mr, EUery, 


ayl.y 


Mr F. L. Lee, 


amuetiaiU, 




Banister, 


Mr. Shemiiii, 


•J 


T. Adams. 


UuDtingtoD, 


ay «y 


SbHi Ckrotita, 


Woloott, 


•y 


Mr. Burke, 


ifec Tort, 




SoutA Oarolim, 


Mr. Duer, 


no] 


Mr. lAuiens, 


Q. Morris, 


nol 


Drayton, 


yew Jersey, 




Matliews, 


Mr Scudder, 


ay lay 


Hutson, 


iW.^Wi», 




Oeorgm, 


Mr. J. B. SmiUi, 


°°ldiv 


Mr. langworttiy, 


Clingan, 


ayT"- 




DOamr,, 






Mr. M'Kean, 


no^no 





do} DO 



So it passed in the negative. 

The main question was then put, and the yeas and nays 
being required, 



Mauaektuetts Bay, 




OmntcUmt, 


Mr. Gerry, 


ay 


Mr. Sliennan, 


Lorell, 


no ay 


Huntington, 


Dana, 


ay 


Woloott, 
No, Tmk. 


BhaOeltUKid, 




Mr. Duer, 


Mr. Ellery, 


no} no 


0. Morris, 
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NmcJeruy, 






Vtrgmia, 




Mr. Scudder, 


no (DO 


Mi. F. L. Leo, 


ay 






BaniBtei, 


ay 


Mi. J. B. Smith, 
QiagaQ, 


"^Idiv. 
no J 


T. Adams, 
iVorfA CatvMna, 
Mi. Buike, 


ay 
ay 






^l>u/A OxrvHna, 




Mi. M'Kou, 


ajlay 


Mi. I^uiens, 


no 


Maryland, 




Drayton, 


no 


Mr.Cluae, 


«y 




Mathews, 


ay 


Fhter, 


•J 




Hatson, 


no 


OmtoH, 


•J 


ay 


Owr^, 




Heniy, 


«y 




Ml. Langwoithy, 


ay 



rl«y 



yUr 



So it was resolTed, that the provision to be made for 
officers, &c. be one half of their present pay. 

A motion was then made, "That snoh provision of 
half -pay continue for the life of the officers:"^ 

To which an amendment was moved, to strike out " for 
the life of the officers," and insert "for years:'" 

Question put, the yeas and nays being required. 



JlasKtohusatts Bay, 
Mr. Gerry, 

Dans, 

Shade Mand, 

Mr. EUeiy, 
OmnecHeut, 

Mr. Sbemum, 

Wolcott, 



»yJar 



ay 



ir«o Tork, 

Mr. Duer, 
Q. Morris, 
Jfeu) Jfffsey, 

Mr. Scndder, 

Mr. J. B. Smith, 
Cliogan, 

Mr. M^Kean, 



DO 



Mdiv. 
rJay 

yl 

(do 



*Thii motion, in tlie writins of Samnel Ofaaae, i« in tlie Papen of the Oontituntal 
Cbttfreu, No. 21, 1, folio 166. 

'IntiiBPapenoftluOontmattal Confrett, So, 21, 1, Iblio 186, la ■ slip in tlte writing 
of Fisncifl Duut: " for the Term of Ten [Tvo] Yean bom and after the end of the 
prennt War, if tber flhodd live n long. " On the back Lanreni haa noted the wotHid 
Yote— OS the main qneatioa. 
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Maryland, 






North Cmiliiui, 


Hi. Chue, 


no 




Ur. Bnike, 


WtSja, 


no 




South Oarolma, 


CbitoU, 


no 


no 


Mr. Lanrene, 


Henry, 


no 




Dmyton, 


PS-vV"". 




Mnthews, 


Ur. F. L. Lee, 


•y 


Hntson, 


BaniBter, 


no no 


0«»!W, 


T. Adms, 


no 




Hr. Ungworthy 



So the amendment was lost, the states being equally 
divided. 

The main question was then put, the yeas and nays 
being required, 



Mauachvaetta Bay^ 








Mr. Qerry, 


no 


Mr. Chase, 


«y 


Lorell, 


no no 


FJater, 


•y 


nu». 


no 


QUTOII, 


•y 


Bhodtldimd, 




Henry, 


•y 


Mr. Bteiy, 


no^no 


P»yi»ta, 




OonMctuad^ 




Mr. F. L. Lee, 


•y 


Mr. Sherman, 


no 


Banister, 


»y 


Huntinftton, 


no no 


T. Adams, 


ay 


Wolcott, 


no 


North OiroKno, 




Nm Tori, 




Mr. Burke, 


•7 


Mr. Doer, 


Vlav 


South Omimi, 




Q. Morris, 


ay)'^ 


Mr. Laurens, 


no 


Nea Jeraey, 




Drayton. 


no 


Mr. Scndder, 


no (no 


Mathews, 


•y 






Hutson, 


no 


Mr. J. B. Smith, 


1\^- 


0«»VW, 




Clingan, 


Mr. lADgworthy, 


ay 


Mr. M'Kean, 


aytay 







rl»y 



Y\*'7 



So it was resolved in the afBrmatiTe. 

A letter, of 25, from General Washington, was read.' 

■This letter is in the Paper* of the Oontmeraai Congret$, No. 152, V, folio 625. 
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CJongrras rraumed the consideration of the report from 
the committee of the whole; to which sundry amend- 
ments were moved; after debate, 

Ordered^ That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned till to morrow. 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

UONDAY, APRIL 37, 1778 

A letter, of 24, from Major Lee, was read:* 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 20, from Colonel G. Baylor, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Sesolved, That General Washin^n be authorized to 
call, if he thinks proper, the commander of the artillery 
to the council ordered to be convened for settling such a 
plan for the general operations of the ensuing campaign, 
as Cteneral Washington shall deem consistent with the 
general welfare of these states. 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the cer- 
tificate of Brigadier Sm^wood, in favour of the Bev. Mr. 
J[oseph] Montgomery, brought in a report ; Whereupon, 

Mesolved, That the Rev. Mr. J. Montgomery be allowed 
the pay of a brigade chaplain for the time of his service 
in that capacity, agreeably to Brigadier Smallwood's cer- 
tificate, viz. from June last.' 

Resolved, That the Bev. Mr. J. Mont^mery be ap- 
pointed chaplain to Brigadier Smallwood's brigade. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Orderedy That 250,000 dollars be paid to Mr. Joseph 
Nourse, pay master to the Board of War and Ordnance, 

>Thk letter ia in tb«AQ>«r(o/tA«Om(tii«n(aianvrH), No. 78, XIV, folio 226. 
■This report, dated April 25, ia in the Paptri of (he ConlinerUai Coagrai, No. 1S6, 
U, folio 249. 
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to be by him transmitted to Ebenezer Hancock, Esq. 
deputy pay master general, for the use of his department; 
he to be accountable. 

Resolved^ That the Board of War and Ordnance trans- 
mit to General Heath proper directions with respect to 
the route, by which he is to send to the treasurer the hard 
money belonging to the United States.^ 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee of the whole, respecting a provision for the 
officers after the war; Whereupon, it was moved, and 

Resolved^ That nothing contained in the foregoing reso- 
lution shall be construed to extend to prevent the United 
States from redeeming, at any time, the half -pay of such 
officers as they judge proper, by paying them a sum equal 
to six years half -pay. 

Sundiy amendments being made in the report; 

Ordered^ That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned.* 

Adjourned to 9 o*Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, APRIL a8. 1778 

Resolved^ That Major General Gatra be empowered to 
appoint two such persons from the hne as he may think 
proper, to act as additional aids de camp. 

A letter of 23, from Major General M'Dougall, at Fish- 
kill, with sundiy papers enclosed, was read : 

Ordered, That extracts of the said letter be sent to the 
treasury, and that the letter, with the papers enclosed, be 
referred to the Board of War. 

'TblB report, cUted April 26, ii in th« Papen of Ou Ocmtmaitdl QmgrtM, No. 138, 
II, folio 249. 

■In the Papen of iht Qmtinaiiia Qmurtn, No. 78, XIII, folio 65, ia a copy of a 
letUr from Geoifn Johnston to Robert Honia, dated Boose of Commons, Febraar; 
6, 1778, in the writing of Charles Thomson, and which is endorsed as haviDg been 
md in Congrea April 27. 
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A letter, of 22, from Major General Conway, was read, 
requesting leave to resign his commission :^ 

Whereupon, it was moved, that his resignation be 
accepted : 

Question put, and the yeas and nays required. 



Xmachytetti Bay, 




tbiyhmd. 




Mr. Gerry, 


DO 


Mr. Chase, 


no 


LoveU, 


ay «y 


PUfer, 


ay 


D.nm 


«y 


Carroll, 


ay 


Bhoitlilcmd, 




Henry, 


«y 


Mr. Bllery, 


aytay 


Fifywiio, 




ConnectKut, 




Mr. F. L. Lee, 


no 


Mr. Shennan, 


«y 


Banister, 


no 


Hantington, 


•y «y 


T. Adams, 


«y 


Woloott, 


ay 


SmitK Omilma, 




Sim Tort, 




Mr. lAorens, 


ay 


Mr. Doer, 


%\- 


Drayton, 


»y 


a Morris, 


Mathews, 


«7 


NetoJeney, 




Hutson, 


*y 


Mr. Scudder, 


ay lay 






PtmnsyliKmia, 








Mr. J. B. Smith, 


*y|.T 






CliDgan, 


.yl'^ 







So it was resolved in the afOrmative. 

Aletter,of28,'from [Thomas] Burke, was reed, inform- 
ing, that the instrument authenticating his last election as 
a delegate from North Carolina, is dated May 4, 1777 : 
"That both hia colleagues have informed him that they 
believed the election was made on the 28 April preced- 
ing;" that "the constitution of the State requires the 
election of delegates to be annual,'* &c. expressing his 
belief "that his power of representing that State is at an 

'ThB letter of McDongall ia In the Papen oftiu Qmlmental Congrut, No. 161, folio 
87; that of Conwajr is in No. 159, folio 473. 

•Tbii letter la in the Paptn of Ote Qmtinmlal CongrtMi, No. 78, II, 473. It ia printed 
in SlaU JUcordi of North OarcOna, XIIl, 106. 
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end ; ' ' intimating that * * the instrument referred to is on 
the journals of Congress, and they can determine whether 
his attendance can be longer commanded;" and request- 
ing ^'their opinion thereon;'* that "his absenting him- 
self may not be deemed a contempt or breach of order:'* 
Whereupon, a motion waa made, that Mr. [Thomas] 
Burke be directed to attend his duty in Congress : 

Question put, passed in the negative. 

A motion waa then made, that Mr. [Thomas] Burke be 
informed, that Congress consider h\m as a delegate from 
the State of North Carolina, till the assembly of his State 
shall direct otherwise : 

The previous question was moved, whether that ques- 
tion shall now be putf and the yeas and nays being 
required, 



2lassachusMs Bay, 




lh^lc«i. 






Mr. Gerry, 


DO 


Mr.Clun, 


no 




Lovell, 


no no 


Fitter, 


no 


, 


Dan., 


no 


OuToU, 


•7 


diT 


BhodeLtlcmd, 




Henry, 


ay 




Mr. Ellery, 


no >no 


Turgini,, 




(hnnecticut, 




Mr. P. L. Lee, 


»y 


Mr. ShermftD, 


no 


Banister, 


ay ay 


HuDtlngtOQ, 


ay no 


T. Adams, 


»T 


Wolcott, 


no 


Smith CcroUmi, 




Neto York, 




Mr. Inurena, 


•y 




Mr. Duer, 


■yUv 


Drayton, 


•7 




G. Morris, 


ay)*^ 


Mathews, 


ay 


•7 


Ifieio Jersey, 




Hatson, 


.7 




Mr. Scudder, 


no \ no 


Otorsia, 








Mr. Lanjrworthy, 


»7l«7 


Mr. J. B. Sniith, 


""Ino 






Clingftn, 


no)°° 









So it passed in the negative. 

A motion was made to resolve, 

That Mr. [Thomas] Burke is not a member of this house. 
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To which the previous question was moved, whether 
that question be now put? the yeas and nays being 
required, 







Maryland, 




Mr. Gerry, 


no 


Mr. Chuae, 


no 


Lovell, 


no no 


PUter, 


no 


Dana, 


no 


CrroU, 


ay 


Bhode Inland, 




Henry, 


ay 


Mr. Ellery, 


no [no 


Kjymiffl, 




Cotm&aitmt, 




Mr. F. L. Lee, 


ay 


Mr. Shemuui, 


no 


BaniBter, 


ay 


Huntiagton, 


no no 


T.Adams, 


ay 


Wolcott, 


no 


Bovih C<m)lina, 




Neio Tark, 




Mr. I^arenB, 


no 


Mr. Duer, 


:;h- 


Drayton, 


ay 


Gt. Morris, 


Matheirs, 


•y 


NmoJertey, 




Hntson, 


no 


Mr. Scndder, 


no iDO 


Georgia, 




PeMiMyVeaada, 




Mr. Langworthy, 


•J 


Mr. J. B. Smith, 


ml 






Clingan, 


no) 






So it passed in 


the negativ 


e.^ 





At a Board of Wab, AprU «t, ITtS 
Present: General Gates General Mifflin Col? Pickering M' Peters 
Whereas from the Situation of the Peninsula formed by the 
Delaware and Chesapeake Bays, there is ^eat Season to believe that 
the same will, in the Course of the ensuing Campaign, be exposed to 
the Ravages of the Enemy, and on this Account, as well as the 
notorions Disaffection of great Numbers of the Inhabitante of that 
Country, it is to be apprehended that the British Army will draw 
very considerable Supplies of Horses therefrom; 
Agreed to report to Congress, 

That Major H. Lee, commanding an independaat Carps of Cavalry, 
whose Services are immediately wanted in the Field, have liberty and 
be empowered to seize and take so many Horses as are necessary to 

* Bee BnAe'B letter to Govemor Caswell, April 25, \D.8biUBinord»i4l!latih OarfiMMi, 
XUI, 102. 
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moont his Corps, from the Inhabitants of the said Peninaula. That 
in execQtiiig this Authority, he is to avoid as much as may be taking 
from the well affected, and take those Hones first -wliicli are the most 
likely to fall into the Enemy's Hands. That previous to his so seizing 
and taking the Horses, he tender a reasonable Price for any Horse he 
may think fit for Service, and in case of Refusal that he execute the 
Authority heretofore given, procuring a Valuation to be made by two 
or more indifferent and honest Men of the Horse so seized, and onsncb 
Valuation being made, that he pay or tender the Ajxiount thereof to 
the Owner or Person having the Horse in Possession. 

Resolved, That 50,000 dollars be advanced to Major 
Lee, on account, for the purpose of purchasing' liorses, 
and towards recruiting and equipping his corps. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^ That the pay of a secretary of a major general, 
acting in a separate department, be increased to 50 doUaxs 
a month. 

Ordered, That 100,000 dollars be paid to the delegates 
of Maryland, to be by them transmitted to the governor 
and council of their State, on whose application, by order 
of the general assembly, this sum is advanced ; the said 
State to be accountable.' 

Adjourned to 9 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 1778 | 

A letter, of 16, from Major General Schuyler, ■with 
sundry papers enclosed, relative to Indian affairs, was 
read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

■Thie report is in the i>iap«r«o/(h«0m(m«nlal Qm^ren, Mo. 136, II, foUo261. 
*The letter of Schnrler ia in the Pfipen of the Omtmental Caagrtu, No. 153, III, 
folio 2M, 
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Resolved, That three members be added to that com- 
mittee: 

The members chosen, Mr. [William Henry] Drasrton, 
Mr. T[homa8] Adams, and Mr. J[onathan] B[ayard] 
Smith. 

Another letter, of 16, jErom Major General Schuyler, 
was read:^ 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
examine the evidence collected, and state charges 
against the general officers who were in the northern 
department when Ticonderoga and Mount Independence 
were evacuated : 

The members chosen, Mr. [Boger] Sherman, Mr. 
[William Henry] Drayton, and Mr. [Francis] Dana. 

Ordered, That the letter lie on the table. 

A letter, of 27, from General Washington, with an 
extract of a letter from Major General Heath, and sundry 
other papers enclosed, was read:" 

Ordered, That the extract of the letter from Major 
General Heath be referred to the Board of Treasury : 

That the letter from General Washington, with the 
other papers enclosed, be referred to the Committee of 
Intelligence. 

A letter, of 28, from the Board of War, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Two letters, of 24th, from Governor Rodney, were 
read:' 

Ordered, That they be referred to the committee ap- 
pointed for the purposes expressed in sundry resolutions 
passed the 20th instant. 

I This letter fe In the Paptn of the Ccmtinenbd Congrtu, No. 163, III, folio 306. 

■The letter of Wuhington is in the Papen of the Cmainental Congreu, No. 162, V, 
folio 62S. 

*Theaelettenv«ii)thei^g>««o/lA( CotUmaUal Oongrtn, No. 70, (olioe 647 and 
661. 
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A letter, of 17, from Major de Bois, was read :' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Congress proceeded to the election of members for the 
Marine Committee, in the room of such as sore absent; 
and the ballots being taken, Mr. [Nathaniel] Scndder 
was elected for New Jersey; Mr. [Geoi^e] Plater for 
Maryland; Mr. T[homas] Adams for Yirginia. 

The commissioners of accounts at the Treasury Board, 
with the approbation of the auditor general, report. 

That there is due to Major James Armstrong Wilson, 
for his independent company, stationed at Carlisle, for 
the purpose of guarding public stores, two months* pay, 
commencing the 1st February, and ending 31 March last, 
both da^ included, 843 10/90 dollars; and to twelve men 
belonging to different regiments in General Wayne's 
division, doing duty with Major Wilson's company, their 
pay, commencing and ending the same time, 150 40/90 
dollars : 

That there is alsodue to Captain Samuel Postlethwalte's 
company, likewise stationed at Carlisle, for the same 
purpose, their pay from their first ^ttablishment to the 
31 March, inclusive, amounting to 1,468 48/90 dollars: 

That there is also due to Captain Posilethwaite, for 
taking up four deserters belonging to different regiments, 
the account of which will be sent to the pay master 
general, the sum of 52 dollars; the whole amounting 
to 2,514 44/90 dollars, from which is to be deducted 
1,000 dollars, part of 2,020 dollars, which were formerly 
advanced to Major Wilson, the balance to be paid to 
Major Wilson, by a warrant on the treasurer, 1,514 44/90 
dollars:' 

Ordered, That the said sum be paid. 

^TbiB\MeTiBia the Paper* <if the Qmtmental Oongren, No. Ta, 11, folio 465. 
■Thifl report Ifl in aiePap«ri(i/'(A«0imltn8nlaiam^rM(, No. IS8, U, folio 266. 
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The Committee on the Treasury brought m a report : 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That 65,000 dollars foe paid to Lieutenant 
Morrow, to be by Th'tti conveyed to Colonel Baylor, in 
Virginia, for the purpose of purchasing horses, arms, and 
accontrements for the cavahy : 

That a warrant issue on William Armistead, Esq. com- 
missioner of the loan office in the State of Virginia, in 
favor of Colonel Baylor, for the simi of 35,000 dollars, to 
answer the same purpose ; for both which sums, amount- 
ing to 100,000 dollars, the said Colonel Baylor is to be 
accountable.^ 

Resolved, That for the space of ten days, commencing 
to morrow. Congress meet precisely at ten, and adjourn 
at one, and on the same day, meet precisely at three, 
and adjourn at six o'clock, P. M. and that Congress be 
not, on any account whatever, kept over the times 
fixed for adjournment, if any one State shall insist upon 
adjourning. 

The committee appointed to prepare proposals to such 
foreign officers and soldiers as incline to become citizens 
of America, brought in a report, which being read and 
amended, was agreed to as follows : 

To the officers and soldiers in the service of the King 
of Great Britain, not subjects of the said King: 

The citizens of the United States of America are en- 
gaged in a just and necessary war — a war in which they 
are not the only persons interested. They contend for 
the rights of human nature, and therefore merit the pat- 
ronage and assistance of all mankind. Their success 
will secure a refuge from persecution and tyranny to those 
who wish to pursue the dictates of their own consciences, 
and to reap the fruits of their own industry. 

^ThiB r^xni b in th« Paper* of the ConOnental Congrtu, No. 136, U, folio VSH. 
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That kind Providence, who from seeming evil often 
produces real good, in permitting us to be involved in this 
cruel war, and you to be compelled to aid our enemies in 
their vain attempts to enslave us, doubtless hath in view 
to establish perfect freedom in this new world, for those 
who are borne down by the oppression and tyranny of 
the old. 

Considering, therefore, that you are reluctantly com- 
pelled to be the instruments of avarice and ambition, we 
not only foi^ve the injuries which you have been con- 
strained to offer us, but we hold out to your acceptance a 
puticipation of the privileges of free and independent 
states. Large and fertile tracts of country invite and will 
amply reward your industry. 

Townships, from twenty to thirty thousand acres of 
land, shall be laid out and appropriated to such of you as 
will come over to us, in the following manner.* 

[Every captain who shall bring with himself forty men 
from the service of the enemy, before the first day of 
September, 1778, shall receive eight hundred acres of good 
woodland; also four oxen, one bull, three cows, and four 
hogs.' If this captain is accompanied with his lieuten- 
ant, the lieutenant shall receive four hundred acres of 
woodland, also two oxen, two cows, and four hogs. 

[Every sergeant who shall accompany his captain shall 
receive two hundred acres of land, two oxen, one bull, 
one cow, and three hogs. 

[Every soldier who shall accompany his captain shall 
receive fifty acres of land, one ox, one cow, and two hogs. 

' TluB pKntgnph readi in the original report: "Townahips coDtaining from twenty 
to criztf tlioaBKnd acres ehal! be laid out for yon, and divided into farms of one hun- 
dred acres each; and every non-comminioiied officer and soldier, vrbo ahall leave 
the enemy, and come over to na, ahall be entitled U> one snch tarm; every enmgn to 
two; every lieatenant to three; every capt^n to four, and BO on, in progre^on, 
according to their rank." 

* The original also promised eight axes, tenahovela, and ten spades. 
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[If a lieutenant, or other commissioned officer under 
the rank of a captain, shall bring ofE from his company 
twenty five men, he shall receive six hundred acres of 
land, two oxen, two cows, and four hogs/ 

[Every sergeant, or non-commi^ioned officer who shall 
bring off parties of men, shall receive an additional bounty 
of twenty acres of land for every man so brought off. 
And every soldier, who shall come off without a commis- 
sioned or non-commissioned officer, shall receive fifty 
acres of land ; and if he brings off his arms and accoutre- 
ments, an additional bounty of twenty dollars. 

Both Officers and Soldiers who shall come off together, shall be at 
Liberty either to seperate themselTes, or to unite for the purpose of 
affording to each other Mutual Succour in the Establishments tbej 
make, and to form themselves into Townships after the Model of many 
German Settlements in various Farts of these States, which Exhibit 
an Example of that Happiness which is now offered to those who are 
wise Enough to accept of it. 

[Such officers and soldiras shaU be at liberty imme- 
diately to employ themselves in the settlement of their 
farms, without being obliged to do any military duty;" 
and they shall receive rations in proportion to their rtuik 
for the space of six weeks.' 

[The stock hereby offered shall be given to such officers 
and soldiers as shall actually settle on the lands respec- 
tively granted to them.* 

Such of the officers and non-commissioned officers as 
choose to enter into the military line, shall receive an 
additional rank in detached corps, which shall be formed 
of native Germans of those who now reside in America; 

^TheorigiiiAl promued in addition'. " Doable the qnantitf of stock and inatmmente 
of husbandry from what has been proposed to him in caae he comee off with hit 

* The ori^nal added: "dnring thepment war." 
'Th« orl^nftl added: " From the time of their deeertion." 

^Pongraphs preceded by a [ were in the nstnre of a sobstitate for the original 
IMOpodtioD, and are in the writing of William Doer. 
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which corps shall not be employed but with their own 
consent in any other service than that of guards at a dis- 
tance from the enemy, or in garrison upon the westram 
frontiers.* 

Such of you as are skilled in manufactures, over and 
above these lands and other articles, will find riches in 
proaecuting your occupations, the necessaries of life being 
very cheap in proportion to the price of manufactures, 
and the demand for them is so great, that every mechan- 
ick will find full employment. Some of you have had an 
opportunity of observing the truth of these assertions, 
and will doubtless inform their countrymen and acquaint- 
ance of these facts. 

We have hitherto met you in the field of battle, with 
hostile minds, urged on by the great principle of self- 
defence; yet in those instances, where the fortune of war 
hath delivered any of your countrymen into our hands, 
we appeal to them that our enmity hath ceased the mo- 
ment they were disarmed; and we have treated them 
more like citizens than prisoners of war. We now ad- 
dress you as part of the great family of mankind, whose 
freedom and happiness we most earnestly wish to promote 
and establish. 

Disdain, then, to continue the instruments of frantick 
ambition and lawless power. Feel the dignity and impor- 
tance of your nature. Rise into the rank of free citizens 
of free states. Desist from the vain attempt to ravage 
and depopulate a country you cannot subdue, and accept 
from our munificence what can never be obtained from 
our fears. We are willing to receive you with open arms 
into the bosom of our country. Come, then, and partake 
of the blessings we tender you in sincerity of hewi;. 

'The origiDAl added: "to defend the Frontien againat the Incniaiaiu of the In- 
dians. The Tenn of Enliatment shall be for three Yean or during the present War, 
at the Expimtion of which th^, if the^ think proper, ahall reoeiva the lAods which 
haTe been promised them." 
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In tlie name of these sovereign, free, and independent 
states we promise and engage to you that great privilege 
of man, the free and uninterrupted exercise of your reli- 
gion, complete protection of your persons from injury, 
the peaceable possession of the fruits of your honest 
industry, the absolute property in the soil granted to you 
to defend, unless you shall otherwise dispose of it, to your 
children and your children's children for ever/ 

Besolvedf That it be recommended to the several states, 
who have vacant lands, to lay off with as much expedi- 
tion as possible, a sufficient quantity of lands to answer 
the purposes expressed in the foregoing address; for 
which lajids no charge is to be made against the United 
States.' 

On the question to agree to the foregoing address and 
resolution, the yeas and nays being required 



Mamtchwiette Bay, 




Maryland, 




Mr. Gerry, 


ay 


Mr. Chase, 


ay 


Loyell, 


no ay 


Plater, 


DO 


Dam, 


ay 


CarroU, 


ay 


BAod, Mixid, 




Henry, 


no 


Mr. Ellery, 


no l-no 


Virginia^ 




CbnnsGtiout, 




Mr. F. L. Lee, 


ay 


Mr. SbermaD, 


no 


BaaUter, 


ay 




no no 


T. Adams, 


ay 


Wolcote, 


no 


S<mtk CairoUna, 




if«» Tort, 




Mr. I^urens, 


no 


Mr. Duar, 


'''l.T 


DraytoD, 


ay 


MorriB, 


ayf^ 


Mathews, 


ay 


NmeJeraey, 




Georgia, 




Mr. Scudder, 


no }-no 


Mr. I*ngworthy, 


ay 


PmnMiloania, 








Mr. J. B. Smith, 


ay J-ay 







So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

"The original added: "and, in flue, to admit yon into the fnll enjoTmoot of all 
the rights, libertdee, ptivU^w and immnnitdes of free and natnial bom aubjecti of 
thcM States." 

*This report, in the writing of Franda Dana, is in the Papert of the Omtinatbd 
Cbngrai, No. 26, 1, folio 26. The ket paragraph ia in the writing of Charlee Thomson. 
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Ordered, That one thousand copies of the address be 
published in the German lai^nage and dispersed as Qqu- 
eral Washington and the Board of War shall direct. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY. APRIL 30. 1778 

Resolved, That Mr. John Mease and Mr. Joseph Bullock* 
be appointed managers of the United Stat^' lottery. 

Solved, That the salary of the secretary of the Board 
of War and Ordnance, be 1,200 dollars per annum. 

A letter* of 28, from Mr. Matthew Clarkson, at camp, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Resolved, That no commissioned officer in the army of 
the United States, who shall be honored with a brevet 
commission, shall be entitled, by virtue of such brevet 
commission, to any higher rank in the regiment, troop, 
or company to which he belongs, than he before held 
therein; such brevet commission giving rank only upon 
detachments from the line, and in general courts martial ; 
nor shall such brevet officer be entitled to receive any ad- 
ditional pay in consequence of such brevet promotion. 

Resolved, That Major Ebenezer Stevens, in considera- 
tion of his services and the strict attention with which 
he dischai^ed his duty as commanding officer of artillery 
in the northern department, during two campaigns, take 
rank by brevet as a lieutenant colonel of foot, and that he 
be commissioned accordingly. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report: 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Mr. Joseph Nourse, pay master to the Board of War 
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and Ordnance, for 100,000 dollars, to be by him forwarded 
to Ebenezer Hancock, Esq. deputy pay master general in 
the eastern district, for the use of his department; for 
which he is to be accountable : 

That another warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of the said Mr. Joseph Nourse, for 100,000 dollars, to be 
by him transmitted to Colonel Benjamin Flower, com- 
missary general of military stores, for the use of his de- 
partment; for which he is to be accountable: 

That another warrant issue on the treasurer in favoiu' 
of the said Mr. Joseph Nourse, for 250,000 dollars, to be 
by him transmitted to Feekskill, and delivered to Jona- 
than Trumbull, Jun. Esq. pay master, or in his absence, 
to his deputy there ; the said J. Trumbull to be account- 
able: 

That a warrant issue on Derk Ten Broek, Esq. com- 
missioner of the continental loan office in the State of 
New York, in favour of the said Jonathan Trumbull, 
Jun. Esq. for 100,000 dollars, for the use of his depart- 
ment, and for which he is to be accountable.' 

Congress proceeded to take into consideration the state 
of America with respect to foreign nations, when sundry 
letters and papers were called for and laid upon the table, 
and the reading thereof begun and continued to one o'clock. 

Thbee o'Glooe, p. m. 

The letters and papers called for being read, a motion 
was thereupon made. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

■Thlfl report ia fn the Pa^en of the OonOnental Congnu, No. 136, II, folio 267. 
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